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AT CALCUTTA AND VICINITY. 

OCTOBEB Sth, 1864. 


Special Narrative of the Govt, of JBengal ( General ,) — 
No, 20 of 1864, to the Right Hon’ble Sir OharijES 
Wood, Bart., g. c. b.. Secy, of State for India. 


Herewith. I have the honor to forward, by direction of the 


Genl. Progs. B., November 1864, Nos. 12-13, 78 
and 87. 

Genl. Progs. November 1864, Nos. 4-6, 10-13, 
25-26, 38-39, 41-59, 93-96. 

Letter from Commission or of Police, Calcutta, 
No, 1287, dated l7tb October 1864. 

Letter to Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, No* 
4526, dated 27tb October 1864. 

Letter from Secretary, Government of Bengal, 
Public Works Department, No. 4928, dated 19tb 
October 1864. 

Letter from Secretary, Government of Bengal, 
Public Works Department, No. 5023, dated 21 st Octo- 
ber 1864. 

Letter from Secretary, Government of Bengal, 
Public Works Department, No. 6024, dated 21st 
October 1864. 

Letter from Secretary, Government of Bengal, 
Public Works Department, No. 5092, dated 25tb 
October 1864. 

Letter from Secretary, Government of Bengal, 
Public Works Department, No. 5256, dated 3 1st 
October 1864. 

Letter from Secretary, Government of Bengal, 
Public Works Department, No. 5264, dated 2nd 
November 1864. 

Letter from Secretary, Government of Bengal, 
Public Works Department, No. 5443, dated 12tb 
November 1864. 

Letter from Commissioner of Burdwan, No. 169, 
dated 23rd November 1861. 

Letter from Commissioner of Nuddea, No. 238, 
dated 5th November 1864. 

Letter to Commissioner of Nuddea, No. 4989, 
dated 12tb November 1864- 

Marine Progs. B., November 1864, Nos. 6-7 and 
41-42. 

Marine Progs. November 1861, Nos. 5-42, 49-53, 
and 85-93. , ^ ^ 

Letter from Deputy Master Attendant, No. 2406, 
dated 19th October IS 64. , . xt 

Letter from Deputy Maptcr AlleudiUit, No. 2o23, 
dated ?0tli October 1864, 


LieuteHant Governor, 
copy of the correspond- 
CHce detailed m the 
margin, relative to the 
destructive Hurricane 
which visited Calcutta 
audtheueighhouringdis- 
tricts on the 6th October 
last, and to the measures 
of relief which were 
adopted by the Puhhc 
and by the Officers of 
Government ill order to 
mitigate the effects of 
the calamity. 

Brom a Note recorded 
by Colonel Beadle, the 
Chief Engineer to the 
Government of Bengal, 
it appears that the gale 
had its origin at some 
point at sea in the lati- 
tude of Kyonk Phyoo 
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(19° north) and about 
100* miles west of the 
Arracan Coast. Travel- 
ling from that point at 
first in a westerly direc- 
tion, and inclining after- 
wards to the north, it 
first struck the coast of 
Bengal about the Bala- 
sore Roads and Hidgel- 
lee. Here, during the 
night of the 4th, it 
raged with great violence, 
and from this point the 
centre of the storm ap- 
pears to have travelled 
in a northerly direction 
with a slight inclination eastward along the right bank of the 
Hooghly at a pace varying from eight to twenty-six miles an 
hour. The full violence of the storm was felt at Calcutta 
from 10 A. M. to 4 p. m. of the 5th October, and about 
seven hours later at Kishnaghur. The direction of the storm 
remained the same throughout the greater portion of its 
course. It crossed the Ganges between Rarnpore Beauleah 
and Pubna, sweeping over the whole length of the Bograh 
District, and only taking a recurvature to the eastward when 
it had reached the degree of 25° north, after which it became 
expended in the Garrow Hills. 

The destruction caused by the gale was two-fold. There 
_ . , ... was first the violence of the wind, to 

which is to be attributed the wide- 
spread destruction of houses and of trees; and secondly, there 
was a storm wave which the gale brought up from the Bay 
of Bengal and drove in front of it up the line of the River 
Hooghly, and over the country on either side of it for a 

* It has, however, been subsequently ascertained that tho gale took its origin somC' 
whero about the Andaman Islands* 


Letter from Deputy Master Attendant, No. 2532, 

dated 20th October 1864. 

Letter from Deputy Master Attendant, No* 2o74, 
dated 24th October 1864. 

Letter from Deputy Master Attendant. No. 2643, 
dated 27th October 1864. 

Letter from Deputy Master Attendant, No. 2814, 
dated 8th November 1864, 

Letter from Sailors’ Homo Committee, dated Slst 
October 1864. 

Letter to Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and 
Master Attendant, Nos. 4821-22, dated 5tli Nov- 
ember l86l. 

Letter from Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
No. 1423, dated 8th November 1864. 

Letter from Master Attendant, No. 2829, dated 
10th November 1864. 

Letter to Commissioner of Police, &c.. Nos. 4978-80, 
dated 12th November 1864. 

Letter from Master Attendant, No. 2795, dated 
7th November 1864. 

Letter to Master Attendant, No. 4984, dated 12th 
November 1864. 

Letter from Screw Mooring Committee, dated 28th 
November 1864. 

Letter to Master Attendant, No. 6480, dated 1st 
December 1864, 

Letter from Master Attendant, No, 2993, dated 
3rd December 1864. 

Emigration Progs., October 1864, Nos. 9-11. 

Origin and direction of the gale. 
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distance of several miles. It is needless to say that] this wave, 
rising as it did in some places to a height of 30 feet, sweeping 
over the strongest embankments, flooding the crops with salt 
water, and carrying away entire villages, was very much more 
disastrous in its effects than the mere violence of the wind. 


3 Tes ^ 


Calcutta . 


1,322 3,625 


The injury caused by the gale ia the Town and Suburbs 
Injury caused by the gale in of Calcutta is given in detail in tbe 

Calcutta and tlie Suburbs. « 

xieport irom the Commissioner of 
Police, dated 17th October, llTo. 1287. The damage was prin- 
cipally done in the northern part of the Town, where the 
native huts were blown down in great numbers. Even there 
ifc turned out to be less than had been at first anticipated, and 
the loss of life, considering the number of houses and of trees 

blown down, was provi- 
^ 'i i I 1 dentially very small. 

I'gs '3|.s table in the margin 

gives a tolerably accu- 
111 i ll rate retui-n of the loss 

I i i 'I I I ^ of life and of the des- 

truction of houses. The 

Calcutta ... 1 1 16 12 37 299 1,322 3,626 damage done to the Ship- 

ping in the river will he 

I j noticed in another part 

of this Narrative. For 
a day or two after the storm, many of the roads, both in the 
Town and Suburbs, were obstructed by the numerous large 
trees blown down. These were for the most part 'removed 
without delay; hut the destruction of the finest trees in and 
around Calcutta has inflicted an injury on the Town from 
which it will take many years to recover, and the quantity of 
broken boughs and leaves which were blown into the tanks 
from the trees surrounding them, has in many places so deteri- 
orated the water as materially to affect the public health. 

Hooghlt. — T he gale was felt with great severity over the 
eastern and southern portion of the Hooghly District. The 
loss of life registered by the Police is given at 112, hut no 
Computation has been made of the number of houses blown 


26-1 39,376 



down, or of the value of the property lost in the district. The 
Civil Station of Hooghly suffered severely owing to the build- 
ings being for the most part very old, and the Town of Seram- 
pore also was extensively injured. 

Burdwan. — The District of Burdwan has not suffered to 
any great extent, but at Culna a large number of boats were 
wrecked, and consequently much valuable property was lost. 

Nuddea. — The storm was felt with equal violence all over 
the Nuddea District, the vortex passing close to the Sudder 
Station of Kishnaghur. The full violence of the storm was 
not felt there till 5 p. m. on the 5th, from which time till 
7-30 p. M. ‘"it blew with, terrific force from the east and north- 
cast. A calm of about half an hour s duration then succeeded, 
after which the storm blew with nearly the same violence as 
before, but from a north-westerly direction. At about 9-30 
p. M. it ceased.” The Q-overnment buildings, the Eailway, 
the Telegraphy and the ITative Towns all suffered severely. 
No accurate returns of the loss of life have been received, but 
it is known that fourteen persons were killed by the falling in 
of houses. The loss on the rivers cannot even be approximately 
estimated. The rice-crop is not supposed to have suffered 
much, but the sugar-cane and pepper crops were much injured. 

Eajshahye. — At the Sudder Station of the Rajshahye 
District the storm continued all through the night of the 5 th, 
the hours during which it raged most heavily being from 10 
p. M. till 2 P. M. It blew first from the north-east, then from 
the north, shifted round to the north-west, and gradually got 
round to due west, when it subsided. 

Both at Bampore Beauleah itself and throughout the dis- 
trict the damage done to native huts was considerable, but 
little life was lost, one case only having been reported. At 
Pubna the Government buildings suffered considerably. 

Boguah. — The gale was felt very severely at Bograh. Its 
full violence did not commence till 2 a. m. on the morning of 
the 6th, and the wind is stated to have been mainly from the 
east and south-east. The damage done was very great. The 
Jail was blown down and the other Government buildings all 





suffered. The Bazar was laid in ruins and a number of boats 
went down at the Ghats ; no loss of life, however, occurred on 
the river, but in the town twelve deaths were reported. 

In all the districts hitherto referred to, the" loss of life 
and property was occasioned solely by the gale. In the districts 
to which allusion will now be made, the principal agent of 
destruction was the storm wave which the gale drove up from 
the Bay of Bengal, and which, carrying away or over-topping 
the embankments on either side of the river, spread ruin and 
devastation to a distance of some eight miles inland ; and only 
after its force was expended by being spread over this extent of 
country, and after it had arrived within twenty miles of Cal- 
cutta, was it so far diminished as to be confined in the main 
within the actual river banks. Had the embankments below 
been of size and strength sufficient to keep this wave within 
their boundaries, the result to Calcutta would* have been in- 
finitely more disastrous than it was, and the total destruction 
of life and property would have been immeasurably greater. 


Howrah. — The total destruction reported in the How- 



Number of persons killed or 
drowned. 

Number of cattle killed. 

Number of masonry houses 
destroyed. 

Number of mud bouses 
destroyed. 

Computed value of pro- 
perty lost. 

Seebpore ... 

2 

0 

500 

2,776 

Rs. 

70 000 

Howrah 

3 

8 

40 

1,723 

2,22,900 

Golabarry ... 

5 

50 

67 

5,000 

1,00,000 

Bally 

0 

12 

5 

5,262 

94,611 

Domepore ... 

13 

250 

23 

35,114 

12,92,897 

J Ti g g Titbnl- 
lubpore ... 

5 

176 

83 

^,091. 

4,83,247 

Amptah 

32 

4.56 

28 

24,678 

6,.57,021 

Bagnan 

6 

72 

2 

25,000 

6,.54,72l 

Shanapore ... 

1,487 

9,307 

11 

24,641 

3,70,709 

Ooloobariah 

423 

2,432 

17 

18,871 

22,03,725 

Total ... 

1,978 

12,762 

316 

1,50,158 

60,49,331 


rah District is given in 
the accompanying Table. 
Of this destruction, the 
figures opposite the two 
last headings alone re- 
present that caused by 
the irruption of the storm 
wave over the country. 
The destruction in the 
first eight Police Sta- 
tions is due mainly to 
the gale. The compu- 
ted loss of property is 
compiled from the state- 
ments of the sufferers, 
and from the especial 
proneness of natives to 



exaggerate misfortunes of this kind, it is not doubted that 
the figures in regard to property destroyed are unreliable. 
The Superintendent of Police is of opinion that balf the 
amount stated would be a- fairer approximation to the truth. 
A great portion, however, of the loss and damage caused in 
this district is of a kind which cannot be accurately estimated. 
The injury done to fruit-trees and gardens (which, in the vici- 
nity of Howrah, were very numerous and supplied a great 
portion of the Calcutta market) is very extensive, and it will 
take years before the loss is completely repaired. The loss of 
12,000 head of cattle too is one which will be severely felt for 
a very long time, though a number of those killed in this dis- 
trict were only passing through on' their way to the Cal- 
cutta market from other districts, and the loss is thus 
distributed over a larger area. The damage done to the 
crops in the southern part of the district is very great, and 
as yet it is impossible to say how far the flooding of the land 
with salt-water may have deteriorated the productive powers of 
the soil in those parts for several years to come. Similarly with 
the tanks, which have become, for the present, unwholesome 
and even poisonous, it is difiicult to say how long it will take 
for these to become fit for use. It is known that even in a 
soil impregnated with salt, they do become wholesome after a 
time, and it is stated that already the water in those which 
were inundated with the salt wave has begun to turn sweet. 

Midnapoub. — In the District of Midnapore, the southern 
and eastern portion of which was exposed to the full violence 
of the storm wave, the eflects have been most disastrous. The 
returns from the various Police Stations show the total loss of 
life there to have been 20,065. There are no means of ob- 
taining accurate returns of the loss of property, but a detailed 
account of the observations made personally by the Magistrate 
will be found in the enclosures of letter No. 169, dated 23rd 
November 1864, from the Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division. The following is an extract from his Report, which 
refers to that portion of the district which lies between the 
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Eussoolpore and the Roopnaraia Rivers, and will serve to show 
what the loss of life was in the places which were most exposed 
to the destructive influence of the storm wave ; — 

The loss of life through the whole track from the Russoolpore to 
Kookrahattee has been very large, but specially so above Kedgeree. 
Between Kedgeree and Kookrahattee we saw no one who had not lost 
large numbers of his relatives. The Police of the Kedgeree Station 
^^have knowledge of 1,585 deaths throughout formally reported to them. 
The people of Goomghur estimate their loss at three-fourths of the 
population, and Sooruthram Prodhan, the Naib of Dorodoomnan, says 
that in Mr. Collector Bayley^s time he estimated the population for 
^^that Officer at 15,000, and that he numbers the survivors of the 
inundation at 5,000. As the population of a locality so notoriously 
prosperous must have much increased since Mr. Bayley^s time, this 
gives a very serious estimate of the loss ; whatever may be thought of 
it, it is certain that the proportion of lives lost to population has been 
very great. A case of dacoity from the neighbourhood of ISTundee 
Goan had been committed to the Sessions with thirty-two witnesses. 
The Police have reported that only two of them are forthcoming, and 
though I have ordered further enq[uiry on the point, the circumstance 
may be noted here even though eventually it may be found that the 
missing thirty have not all been lost.^^ 

The height of the storm wave varied very much. On the 
southern coast, actually exposed to the sea, the storm wave 
nowhere attained any extraordinary height, and did not, to 
any noticeable extent, breach the sea face of the great Dyke 
of BLidgelee which extends from the Subornorekha to the west- 
ern bank of the Russoolpore River. As, however, it struck 
the western coast forcing itself up the channel of the Hooghly, 
its height became greater and its violence more destructive. 
Thus on the southern face of the sea dyke its height is stated 
to have been only 4^ feet, but as it approached the Russool- 
pore, its height increased- At Goonput it was 11 feet 6 inches, 
and at Dowlutpore 30 feet 3 inches. 

Above the Russoolpore River it rose still higher, and the 
embankments here being constructed only to oppose the waters 
of the river, and consequently much lower and less massive 
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than those of Hidgelee, which have to resist the violent storms 
from the Bay, were everywhere over-topped by the waters and 
formed no effectual resistance. 

The crops even in the districts over which the storm 
wave passed are by no means entirely destroyed. Happily the 
water drained off from a great portion of the land very quick- 
ly and the deposit of salt was not such as to destroy the crops 
growing there. Where, however, the water did not at once 
drain off, the crops have been greatly injured, and in the three 
Pergunnahs of Bograie, Khaleesa Bograie, and Gomesh, the 
loss of the crops is estimated at one-fourth of the whole. In 
Goomghur, Dorodoomnan, and -Mysadul the loss is far worse, 
and it is anticipated that scarcely one- fourth of the crop will be 
saved. 

The loss of cattle in this district is computed to be not 
less than 40,000 head. The number of houses destroyed can- 
not be estimated ; but at Tumlook (which, though exposed to 
the full severity of the gale, was less severely visited than 
places down the river by the storm wave,) it is stated that 
out of 1,400 houses, only twenty-seven remained standing. 

The loss of Government salt and the damage done to Gov- 
ernment buildings will be noticed in another portion of this 
Narrative. 

24-Pergunnahs, — ^Not less disastrous than in Midnapore 
were the effects of the storm throughout the southern and 
western portion of the 24-Pergunnahs. There also the storm 
wave commencing at Saugor Island, swept over the embank- 
ments, destroying huts and villages within a distance of eight 
miles from the river, and ceased not in its work of destruction 
till it reached Atcheepore. Saugor Island suffered perhaps 
more extensively, and the destruction there was more complete 
than in any other portion of the tract visited by the storm 
wave. Striking it at once on its western and on its southern 
face, the wave carried away the embankments, utterly destroyed 
all the houses, huts, golahs, and buildings, and left scarcely any 
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living creature on the island. The few human beings that 
escaped were saved either by climbing up trees, or by floating 
on the roofs of their houses, which the wave swept on to the 
mainland and carried inland many miles. At first it was 
reported that 90 per cent, of the population had perished, 
but it is found that out of a population of nearly 6,000 souls, 
there is still a remnant left of 1,488. The cattle destroyed in 
the flood were 7,000, and the houses 3,565. The storm wave 
at Saugor Island was fifteen feet above the level of the land, 
and it appears to have cut a channel straight across the island, 
dividing it into two halves. 

The statistics from the other portions of the 24-Pergua- 
nahs are by no means so accurate as from Saugor Island. The 
Police Returns give the total loss of life, including that at 
Saugor Island, as 12,000. The estimate of Mr. Payne, a 
Missionary who has been assisting in distributing relief over 
that part of the country, is based on separate information, and 
his calculation is, that in all villages within one mile of the 
river, the loss of life was 80 per cent., and in other villages 
within the area over which the destruction of the storm wave 
extended, the loss was from 30 to 40 per cent. The loss in 
cattle is estimated at 80 per cent. The distress and suffering 
to which the survivors were exposed after the disaster was 
very great. For several days it was impossible for them to 
obtain food, the local stores had been swept away, and for 
three or four days there were no means of sending relief from 
Calcutta. In some places they were known to be eating a 
kind of grass, and at a few places where the storm wave had 
not extended in all its violence, they broke open and plun- 
dered the stores of the rice merchants who refused to distribute, 
or (it is alleged) to sell their grain. 

In the tract above referred to, the Sub-Pivisional Station 
of Diamond Harbour is situated, and the loss there was 
excessive. The wave there was eleven feet high, and the 
scene which the place presented a few days after the storm 
was most lamentable. The following is an extract from the 

2 
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By far the greatest amount of damage caused by the Cyclone 
Destruction of Shipping in was to the Shipping in the river. 

There were, on the morning of the 5th, 
] 95 vessels within the limits of the Port. As long as they 
had only to contend against the violence of the wind, or up till 
■ about 1 o’clock in the day, they rode out without much damage, 
but when to this was added the wave, the force of which was 
still not entirely expended, one vessel after another drove from 
her moorings, and as each ship was swept on, she fouled others 
in her course, and they carrying others with them, getting 
massed in hopeless, and inextricable confusion, were driven in 
heaps on the opposite shore. It appears that 145 vessels were 
driven on shore, and that ten were sunk in the river. Of 
these the Qobindpore, a magnificent new ship of 1,200 tons, 
capsized and sunk oflf the Custom House; the crew were saved 
by the gallantry of a Sailor named Oleary, who swam off to the 
wreck with a line, by means of which all got safe to shore. 
The Ship JLlly had left the Port the previous day and met the 
gale a little below Diamond Harbour. She had on board SS5 
Coolie Emigrants for the Mauritius, and went down with all 
on board save seven of the crew and twenty-two of the Emi- 
grants. 

A detail of the ships lost and injured, and of the progress 
in recovering them, will be found with the Master Attendant’s 
letters No. 2479, dated 18th October, and No. 2814, dated 8th 
November respectively. The results are briefly summarised in 
the Statement below : — 


Number of vessels in Port on 5th October . . . 
Number damaged slightly 
Number damaged severely 
Number totally lost* ... 

Number not damaged 



* Including those which suffered so severely as to become constructively wrecks. 
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Notwithstanding this wholesale destruction and damage, it 
will he seen from those Reports that by 19th October, i. e., a 
fortnight after the gale, 101 vessels that had grounded had 
been got off. Besides the damage done to the ships actually 
in Port, there was considerable loss on the river below. The 
Burmah IVCail and Passenger Steamer Persia foundered off the 
Sandheads with the loss of all on board except two of the crew. 
The Hospital Ship BentincJc, which was at anchor near Dia- 
mond Harbour, was swept away by the wave and carried on to 
the top of the Diamond Harbour embankment. The troops 
on board and the crew were all brought safely up to Calcutta 
in the Steamer Defiance. 


* FhiBniXt 
JSanshee, 

Lwmet, 

Fwe (^em^ 

DwarTcanath and Soetellite, 


Of the Tug Steamers plying on the river six* were lost. 

The Peninsular and Oriental Company 
lost the old Hindoostan vrhich had 
been converted into a lodging Hulk, 
and which after breaking from her 
moorings turned over and went down off Garden Reach. 
Their Mail Steamer Bengal was carried across and stranded on 

the opposite side of the river, where 
she Still is. though it is hoped that 

culty and at a large expense. witbout SerfoUS 

damage, t 


The Master Attendant’s letter No. 2504 of 17th October 

contains a complete and detailed ac- 
Iigury to^o^mment Ves- which the gale caused 

to vessels the property of the Government, to the Dock-yard, 
and to the moorings of the Port. Of the Government vessels, 
the Steamer jL^ai and the Hospital Ship Bentinch are irreme- 
diably injured and condemned. The Hope and the Krishna 

Light Vessels are, it is feared, lost 
with all hands. Two$ Reserved V essels, 
two§ Buoy Vessels, twoU Pilot Ves- 
sels, and the Surveying Vessel were 
dismasted and more of less seriously 


i Fame, 
Kedgeree^ 
§ Givde. 

GrappUr, 
II Kedgeree, 
Foam, 

^ SaUoeen, 
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jured 

* SonamooJcliey, 
f Sihofas, 


The Yachts 


of the Governor General* and of the 
Lieutenant Governorf of Bengal es- 
caped without very serious injury. 
Of the Harbour Master’s Anchor and 
[eave-up Boats, &c., seven were lost, including the Hulk 
latalangah, and fifteen were stranded. Of the moorings in 
»ort there were 210 sets lost and only sixty saved. The Kid- 
.erpore Dock-yard suffered mainly in the destruction of sheds 
nd workshops, the machinery receiving but little damage. 

A Eeport from the Superintending Engineer of the Presi- 

denoy Gird© shows tli0 destruction 
wrousfht on the public works and 
buildings in the Circle by the Cy- 
clone. With the exception of the 


Inhiry to public buildings. 
Euelosures of Public Worlcs 
Department’s letter No. 3443, 
lated 12tb November. 


injuries in the Midnapore District, this Report includes all the 
serious results which the storm caused to Government build- 
ings, &o., in Bengal. Colonel Short estimates the damages at 
Rs. 2,00,000 for the outlying districts of the division ; and 
for the public buildings in Fort William, Barrackpore, and 
Dum-Dum, he estimates the loss at Bs. 3,50,000. This esti- 
mate excludes in both cases the amount which will he required 
for the re-construction of those buildings which have been so 
damaged as to be beyond repair. The loss in valuable trees 
mentioned in this Report cannot be estimated. The avenues 
in Fort William and the Botanical Gardens are destroyed ; the 
Governor General’s Park at Barrackpore has lost 50 per cent, 
of its valuable trees ; and portions of the avenue along the 
road to Barrackpore have suffered to an extent even heavier 
than this. 

The loss both to Government and to Merchants caused by 
- j 1 . 4 . 1 , the cniantity of salt destroyed in the 

Lobs of salt caused by the 1^44.1.44 v.uj, r ,1 

stoim. gale was considerable. The following 

extract shows the amount actually lost in Calcutta, and its eftect 
on the Salt Trade 

“ Of twenty-six ships on the river, which were discharging salt 
before the holidays, three have foundered with 16,402 mauuds on 
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“ board, seven have thrown away the whole, and eight portions of their 
cargoes, the total amount of salt thus thrown away being 2,02,08^ 
maunds 24 seers and 1-^ chittacks, according to their several Mani- 
fests. 

Of seventy-six country boats containing 25,308 maunds of salt 
delivered to Beoparies under Rowannahs from the several ships, and 
which had not been formally examined and passed at Sootanooty, 
sixty-seven boats with 22,169 maunds on board are said to have been 
wrecked ; only nine boats and 3,139 rnaimds of salt have been saved. 
Petitions for refund of duty will be submitted in all likelihood with 
reference to the losses herein adverted to. 

Forty-seven boats, containing 19,376 maunds of salt which had 
been passed at Sootanooty, but were staying in the Port from stress of 
weather or other causes, are said to have sunk also, the total salt saved 
from among these vessels being 994 maunds only. Two golahs in 
Hautkhollah have been also swept clear of their contents during the 
rise in the river, the loss caused hereby being 427 maunds. The total 
loss of passed and unpassed salt laying in the river, as well as of 
golah salt swept away, aggregates 40,978 maunds. 

The wholesale and retail prices of salt before the holidays were 
" Bs. 4-6 and Rs. 6 respectively. The maximum price after the gale 
rose to Rs. 5-4 for wholesale and Rs. 5-10 for retail sale. The prices 
" have now fallen to Rs. 4-2 and Rs. 5 respectively. The supply of salt 
for the town has never been short. The rise of price has been owing to 
the closing of the Offices, and partly to the large quantity of salt which 
has been lost here and elsewhere. A falling off in the sales has been 
the natural consequence.^’ 

Beyond this the loss to Government property was little 
in Calcutta itself, but in other places the damage done has 
been very severe. At the Narainpore golahs it is estimated 
that out of 2,00,045 maunds in store on the 4th October, 
some 58,300 maunds, or about a quarter of the entire stock, 
was destroyed. In Hidgelee the golahs have been much 
injured, but a detailed statement of the loss has not yet been 
procured. 

In Sulkea the masonry golahs and the salt which they 
contained received little or no injury ; some of the tempo- 
rary Golahs, however, were partially unroofed, and the rain 
getting in necessarily caused considerable damage. 
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At Ghoosery the Government golahs stood well, but in 
sonae places their foundations have been seriously endanger- 
ed, and expensive repairs "will be necessary. 


The loss caused by the gale to the various Emigration 
Loss of life and property at Agencies is detailed in the Eeport 

the Emigration DepSts. n • j. 

from the Protector of Emigrants, 
No. 333, dated 22nd October 1864. 


In the Mauritius dep6t all the bungalows, sheds, and 
hospital accommodation provided for the use of the emi- 
grants were completely destroyed. 

The dep&t for British. Guiana was completely destroyed. 
The emigrants, 600 in number, had been fortunately moved 
in time by the Agent to an adjoining house which was 
vacant. One old woman was drowned, though the Agent, 
at the imminent peril of his own life, made great exertions 
to save her. 


The sheds in the Trinidad dep6t were destroyed, but 
the masonry house stood firm. The emigrants, 500 in num- 
ber, were removed in time from the sheds to the Agent’s 
own house. 

In the Bourbon dep6t a large shed was blown down, 
and of the sixty people inside, one was found to be killed, 
and about twenty injured. Eater in the day, two sheds and 
the masonry hospital were blown down. In the ruins of this 
latter building one man and one woman were buried. The 
Agents all exerted themselves and made the best available 
provision for the safety and accommodation of their coolies. 

The local Officers took measures at once, so far as lay 
Measures of rdief. ^ theic power, to alleviate the dis. 

tress caused by the gale. As soon as 
reliable information was obtained by the Magistrate of the 
24-Pergmmahs of the state of the southern portion of his 
district, he lost no time in sending out food for the starving 
population, and in providing for the burial of the dead and 
the removal of the carcasses of animals and other substances 
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likely to cause injuTy to tke piiblic health. He at once 
obtained, an advance of Rs. 5,000 from Government, and 
caused supplies of rice to be hurried down to Diamond Har- 
bour, Duttehpore, Atcheepore, and Dabeepore; and, irres- 
pective of the proceedings of the Rehef Committee, 11,864 
persons are reported to have been relieved by these means 
in his district. Steps were at the same time taken for the 
clearance of tanks and drains, and for the baling out of 
tanks filled with salt water ; and, on these measures being 
reported to Government, the Lieutenant Governor directed 
that they should be persevered in until the entire portion of 
the country visited by the hurricane was cleared the 
people were enabled to provide means of subsistence for 
themselves. Orders were also given for the arrangement of 
a systematic plan for the regular supply of food and water 
to the distressed villages, and it was suggested that, if the 
deficiency of good water should be found likely to be per- 
manent, a scheme should be organized, if possible, for dig- 
ging good fresh water tanks, with a view to relieve the want 
of water and to give employment to the people. TTis Honor 
also authorized the employment of such extra Police as 
might be required for the maintenance of order grid for the 
protection of property, and for properly carrying out the 
measures of relief. 

Similar steps were also adopted by the local Officers of 
Midnapore and Howrah for the relief of the distress in their 
respective districts, and the Lieutenant Governor further 
directed that measures should be taken for immediately 
employing the whole of the population, which might be in 
want of work and food, in repairing the embankments in 
the 24-Pergunnahs, Hidgelee, and Hidnapore on ordinary 
wages, but without adhering at the commencement to the 
strict exaction of work to be done for the day’s wages, and 
he directed that all people asking for work should be 
employed in this manner, without excepting women and 
children. 

.«? 
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In the Marine Department also active measures were 
taken from the very day of the storm to save life and pro- 
perty and to mitigate the effects of the disaster. On the 
evening of the 5th October, as soon as the abatement of the 
gale rendered communication possible, the Celerity and 
Koladyne were held in readiness, and started on the follow- 
ing morning, one to render aid to distressed vessels, and 
the other in search of the Sir William 'Peel with her Plats, 
having on board the 12th Native Infantry proceeding to 
Bootan. On the 7th the people of Moyapore were supplied 
with money to purchase rice, and the Celerity returned to 
Town having expended all her provisions in the relief of 
urgent distress on the batiks of the river. On the 8th the 
Lady Elgin was despatched to assist in cruizing about the 
Sandheads and the Balasore roads in search of Pilot and 
light Vessels, wrecked ships, and vessels in distress. On 
the 9th the Celerity was sent again . with provisions and 
water to the Sandheads and Palse Point, and having retumcd 
on the 14th, was despatched once more on the 18th with 
provisions and water to make a more extended search for 
distressed people and vessels. On the 9th tw ’'0 row boats 
were also sent to Kedgeree with provisions and water. The 
Salween, which was sfranded there, had fed a niunber of 
people daily from her stores, but by that time her provisions 
were exhausted. During the following week five Govern- 
ment boats belonging to the Harbour Master’s Department 
were despatched with provisions down the river. The 
S. Y. Koladyne was also despatched on the same day with 
provisions and water to the Sunderbuns, to visit the houses 
of refuge and to search for people and wrecks ; the Sioiftsure 
was also despatched to visit all the River Stations and to 
relieve immediate want wherever it was met with. The 
Stations visited and i-eheved in this manner were Atcheepore, 
Moyapore, Hooghly Point, Diamond Harbour, Chittamara, 
Mud Point, Kedgeree, and CowcoUy ; and the Master At- 
tendant was authorized to incur any expenditure that might 
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be necessary for continuing these expeditions, for saving life 
and for rendering assistance to vessels in difidculty. The 
lieutenant Governor also directed that the whole of the 
sea-coast should be examined, and, as far as possible, also 
all the creeks in the Sunderbuns. 

The relief, however, which could be given by the Officers 
of Government was necessarily inadequate to meet the 
wants of such a population as that which was suffering from 
the total loss of their property, and from the impossibility 
of procuring either food or water. This insufficiency was 
promptly and effectually met by the organized efforts of the 
community. A public meeting was held a few days after 
the disaster and a large subscription guaranteed at the time. 
This movement, which was originated by Mr. Walter Brett, 
was most nobly supplemented by the prompt and spontane- 
ous liberality of the Parsee community at Bombay, and the 
subscriptions to the Pund now amount to nearly three lakhs 
of Rupees. 

On the 14th October the Committee of the Relief Pund 
took up the River Steamer Bombay, which left at once with 
supplies of rice and fresh water, and after having visited 
the tract on both sides of the river which had been swept 
by the storm, left dep6ts of stores wherever they were most 
needed, and returned to Calcutta on the 18th. Another 
Government Steamer, the Teesta, was immediately after 
placed at the disposal of the Committee and sent down on 
the 23rd October with fresh supplies ; and the lieutenant 
Grovemor took this opportunity to appoint Mr. D. J. McNeile 
to officiate as a Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector in 
the 24-Pergunnahs and Midnapore, to proceed in charge of 
the supplies, and to remain in the distressed districts with 
a view to direct the operations of relief. The Magistrates 
of those districts were also directed to co-operate with the 
Relief Committee and make the Public Establishments 
available for applying in the most efficient manner the 
money which had been subscribed by the public. The pi‘o- 
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ceedings of Mr. McNeile are reported in detail in tlie Nuddea 
Commissioner’s letter No. 263, dated the 18th ultimo. He 
started on the Teesta on the 23rd October with the stores 


noted on the margin, 

Shau ’ * 227 and distributed them in 

parched Tice ... ... SO „ Moyapore, Nuldarce, 

Pulta, Nonpore, Hia- 

cSn cloth .v: .V.' 2,o«SYai^; moiid Ilavbour, Culpco, 

... 300 In number. RangafuUah, Hliaja, 

Port Mornington, Pa- 
roolparah, and Kookrahatee. A few days after, the Steam 
Tug Francis Gordon was sent down with the provisions 

Bice 2,250 Maunds. 

— — 313 » and from this supply a 

Blankets ... ... * 250 Pieces. boat full of pPOvisioilS 


Bice ... ... ... 2,250 Maunds. 

— — 313 „ and from this sniiply a 

Blankets ... ... * 250 Pieces. boat full of prOvisiOllS 

Cotton cloth ... ... 2,000 Yards. “ 

Co’^ king pots ... ... 150 innumber. and watcr-casks was 

Clyomies ... ... I40 „ , 1 Ti>r 

made over by Mr. 
McNeill to Mr. Hugh Praser, who had from the commence- 
ment taken an active part in forwarding these measures of 
relief for Saugor Island ; and stores were also deposited at 
Kedgeree, Balhaghatta, Diamond Point, and Dowlutiiore. 
The Teesta left again on the 8th November with fresh 
stores ; but the country on the east side of the river has 


been gradually reviving, and hauts are being held and the 
people are resuming their occupations ; the distrilmtion of 
food gratis to able-bodied men has in conseq^uence been hero 
discontinued ; but the quantity served out at once to women 


and children has been doubled, so that they may take away 
enough for two meals at once. To this rule, however, the 
Island of Saugor is still an exception, and the people there 
must yet continue to be fed by charity for some time to 
come. On the western side of the river also the supplies 
of food free of cost are being continued, because no work of 
any kind has there been procurable for those in distress. It 
is, however, most satisfactory to find that the want of fresh 
water, which was at first supposed likely to continue for a 
long time, and to be the cause of great distress, has ceased 
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to a great extent to be felt, the tanks even, where flooded 
with salt water, having recovered their freshness by natural 
process, and the decaying vegetation and other impurities, 
which at first made their water almost poisonous, having to 
some extent been removed, though doubtless the impure 
state of the water has had a most injurious effect on the 
health of the people. 


A Statement of the manner in 


Stores 

Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Missionaries 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Magistrate of Alipore 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by District Charitable 
Society ... 

Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Mr. McNeile 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Mr. Hugh Fraser 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Baboo Chunder Sikur 
Mookerjee, of Conaghur 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Officers at Tamlook .. 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Officers at Midnapore 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Officers at Kishnaghur 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Officers at Serarapore 
Advances for distribution among 
Natives by Officers at Contai 


Donations chiefly to widows and 
orphans of European Officers of 
Steamers and others in absolute 
need 

Sailors’ Home Belief Fund 


Detail or Stores, 


Maunds. 

Rice ... 15,700 

Dhall ... 2,500 

Oil ... 4-92 

Salt ... 234 


Cloth ... 1,28,000 Yards 
Blankets 1,750 Pieces 


Carried over 


Rs. 

A. 

P. 

1,16,146 

9 

6 

36,700 

4 

0 

7,901 

5 

8 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

9,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

4,347 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,83,295 

3 

2 

5,340 

0 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

2,13,635 

3 

2 

Cost in Calcutta,^ 

Bs 

A. 

P. 

39,296 

5 

6 

6,963 

12 

6 

6,303 

0 

6 

1,095 

8 

6 

63,658 

6 

0 

32,400 

0 

0 

3,190 

3 

6 

7,225 

9 

6 

96,<l7i 

3 

0 


which the Relief Rund 
has been expended up 
to the present time is 
given in the margin. 

The crews of the 
vessels destroyed by 
the Cyclone and of 
those which became un- 
seaworthy, having been 
thrown on the charity 
of the Town, a Com- 
mittee of the Sailors* 
Home was convened at 
the request of the Com- 
missioner of Police, in 
order to devise means 
for affording relief to 
these Seamen. Rrom 
the first they u^'ere 
housed and well-cared 
for in the Sailors’ Home, 
and fifty of them were 
taken on as additional 
Constables after the 
storm, and did good 
service in coUeotinff 
and protecting wrecked 
property on the Strand. 
The great demand for 
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Khodallies . 
Kuttarees . 


Brought forward ••• 

, 6,200 In number... 

6,400 


96,474 

3,640 

3,655 


A. P. 
3 0 


Steamer hire 

Boat, Cart, and Coolie hire 


1,03,769 13 
6,000 0 
6,376 11 


Total cost of Stores, Rs.... 1,16,146 9 6 


labor on board tlio 
damaged sbii)s enablcMl 
many others also to find 
employment on their 
own terms; but when 
this demand began to 
lessen, the Sailors’ Homo 
Committee recommended that the provisions of the Mei*chant 
Seamen’s Act, whereby distressed and shipworecked Seamen 
may be relieved and sent home at the public expense, should 
be put into operation. The Commissioner of Police was there- 
upon directed to place himself in communication with the 
Master Attendant, with a view of despatching home such dis- 
tressed Seamen as came within the provisions of Section 211 
of the Act, and also to report, for the lieutenant Governor’s 
information, further particulars regarding certain others 
whom he had suggested to send home at the joint expense 
of the Sailors’ Home and of Government, a measure which 
did not however appear to be necessary, seeing that if the 
men are really in distress, they can be provided for under the 
Merchant Shipping Act. Occupation was also found in 
Her Majesty’s service for a number of these men (tliirty) 
under the Pear Admiral at Bombay, and the lieutenant Gov- 
ernor authorized the payment of Ps. 50 for the passage of 
each of these men, to be recovered from the Board of Trade. 


To guard against a return of the disasters which occur- 
red to the Shipping during the storm, the questions submitted 
for the consideration of Government have been (1) the con- 
struction of Wet Docks for the accommodation of the Ship- 
ping ; (2) the completion of the requirements at Port Can- 
ning with a view to direct a portion of the Shipping to Mut- 
lah ; (3) the best mode of re-laying the moorings so as to 
render them more secure than they were before the gale. 
The two first of these proposals are under the consideration 
of the Government of India. As, however, the third proposal 
was of immediate importance, a Committee wus appointed by 
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the Lieutenant Governor, consisting of the gentlemen named 

on the margin, to consider and report 
on the subjects; and in compliance 
” h! Howe. * * with their recommendation, an urgent 

Mr. G . iw Indent has been sent home already 

for screw moorings for the Port in the place of the ordinary 
moorings hitherto in use. At the recommendation of the 
Master Attendant, the Lieutenant Governor has also author- 
ized a rule being added to the Port Pules, that from the 30th 
September until after the full moon of November, no ship in 
the Port shall be allowed to have top-gallant yards or top- 
gallant masts aloft, and that they shall in addition strike 
top-sail yard and top-masts when required to do so. 


Port ‘WiiiiiiAM, 

The 31s^ December 18 64. ) 


A. EDEN, 

Secv. to the Govt, of Dengal. 


From Lieut. CoLONJa. J. C. Haughton, Commr. of Cooch Behar, to 
Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 382, dated IStt October 1864.) 

Deeming my duty to do so, I have opened a public subscription at 
this place for the relief of sufferers from the appalling calamity which 
has befallen Bengal. I could not, however, appeal to persons of influ- 
ence to set an example, and at the same time withhold the B^ah'^s name 
from the list of contributors. I have therefore entered him as a sub- 
scriber of Bs. 1,000, and trust my having done so may meet with 
the approval of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor. 


From S. C. Baylby, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Commr. 
of Cooch Behar, — (No. 4774, dated 4th November 1864.) 

In reply to your letter No. 382, dated the 15th ultimo, reporting 
that in the subscription list opened by you for the relief of the sufferers 
from the effects of the late Cyclone, you have entered the name of 
the Bajah for Bs. 1,000, I am directed to state that the measure is 
approved by the Lieutenant Governor. 
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From Me. A. M. Dowleans, to Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, — (dated J7th 

October 1864.) 

« 

T have the honor to report that through the falling in of the roof 
of the Accountant's room in the Office of the Justices of the Peace 
during the late Cyclone, two large boxes, containing records of the 
Exhibitions of 1851, 1855, and 1862, were completely broken to pieces, 
and the papers either blown away, or so much damaged by the rain as to 
be perfectly useless. 

2. I regret to add that a small box containing a portion of the 
papers relating to the late Agrieultmal Exhibition, has shared the 
same fate. 


Prom J. Geoghegan, Esq., Under Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to 

D. J. McNeilb, Esq., — (No. 5006, dated 21st October 1804.) 

I am directed to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has been 
pleased to appoint you to officiate as a Joint Magistrate and Deputy 
Collector in the 24-Pergunnahs and Midnapore, with a view to direct 
the operations for the relief of the sujfferers from the late Cyclone. 

2. You will be so good as to communicate with the Commissioner 
of the Nuddea Division in respect to the operations in the 24-Pergun- 
nahs, and with the Commissioner of Burdwaii in regard to the measures 
which may be adopted in Midnapore. And as regards both the districts, 
you will place yourself in communication with the Honorary Secretary to 
the General Cyclone Relief Fund Committee. 


From the Hon^ble A. Eden, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to the Offg. 
Commr. of Police, Calcutta, the Magistrate of Howrah, and the 
Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs, — (Nos. 4130— 2T, dated Dar- 
jeeling, 11th October 1864.) 

I am directed to request that you will submit, for the information 
of the Lieutenant Governor, a full report on the general effects of the 
gale of the 5th instant in your jurisdiction, of the loss of life and pro- 
perty caused by it, and on the measures which have or can be taken to 
relieve those who have suffered from the calamity. 
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From E. C. Cbaster^ Esq.^ Magistrate of Howrah^ to Secy, to Govt, 
of Bengal^ — (No. 48^^ dated 21st October 1864.) 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 4131, dated 11th instant, and in reply to state that a full report on. 
the general effects of the gale of the 5th instant in this district, and 
the loss of life and property caused by it, shall be submitted as soon as 
the details have been satisfactorily ascertained. 

2. With regard to the measures which have been or can be taken to 
relieve those who have suffered from the calamity, I have the honor to report 
that as soon as the Belief Committee was formed in Calcutta, I addressed a 
letter to Mr. Brett, the originator of the relief movement, bringing the 
case of the inhabitants of the Thannahs of Ooloobariah and Shampore in 
this district to the notice of the Committee, and asking for a share in 
the relief about to be given to sufferers by the storm for them. This 
letter was read at the first meeting of the Committee, and I was informed 
by a letter from the Honorary Secretary that steps would be at once taken 
to afford the relief asked for ; since then I have learnt that provisions, 
&c., have been landed and placed under the charge of persons employed 
by the Belief Committee for distribution to those requiring assistance of 
that nature. 

3. The District Superintendent of Police, Mr. King, went down 
to that part of the district last week, and he informs me that in his 
opinion the great want will be that of good water, every tank within a 
certain distance of the river bank having been filled with salt water, and 
those further inland spoiled by the number of trees blown down into 
them during the storm, most of which remained where they fell. 

4. There can be no doubt that the pressing wants of those parts of 
the district which have suffered most, i. e., the south part of the Ooloo- 
bariah and the whole or nearly so of the Shampore Thannahs, are food 
and good water ; the first has been supplied to a limited extent by the 
Belief Committee, as I have stated; the measures which they have taken 
appear to be well calculated to afford the relief required, and I would 
suggest that the same course be continued on such an extended scale as 
the Government may be able to adopt. In what manner the second can 
be best provided is a question which I am not prepared to answer ; it 
has, however, doubtless been well considered by the very competent 
persons by whom the operations of the Belief Committee have been 
hitherto conducted, and I would beg to refer the Government to them 
for their opinion on the subject. 
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5, As regards the remaining parts of the district which he visited, 
Mr. King is of opinion that little or no distress will be felt, at least on 
the score of want of the necessaries of life ; there seemed to him also to 
be no lack of employment; at and about Ooloobariah laborers were 
getting five annas a day, and the Irrigation Company s Agent informed 
him that he was prepared to employ 600 men if they were to be had. 
As a proof that there at least was no scarcity of food, I may mention 
that the Officer in charge of the Post Office at that place complained to 
Mr. King that the Post Master General had sent him down a quantity of 
rice, with an intimation that the cost would be deducted out of his pay, 
at the rate of Rs. 3-12 per maund, whereas rice was then selling in 
the Bazar there at Bs. 2-8 only. 

6. I regret that I have been unable to visit that part of the 
district myself in consequence of illness brought on by exposure on the 
day of the storm. 

Prom S. C. Bayley, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to 

D. J. McNeile, Esq., o. s., on Special Duty in the 24-Pergunnahs 
and Midnapore, — (No. 4527, dated 27th October 1864.) 

I am directed to forward to you herewith a copy of a letter from 
the Magistrate of Howrah, No. 482, dated the 21st instant, on the 
subject of the general effects of the Cyclone of the 5th idem in his 
district, and to request that every practicable step may be taken for the 
present supply of good water in all places where the want of it is most 
felt. 

2. I am to suggest that if the deficiency of good water be found 
likely to be permanent, it might be possible to organize through the 
Department of Public Works a scheme for digging good fresh water 
tanks, which would both relief the want of water and give employment 
to the starving population. 


From C. H. Campbell, Esq., Offg. Commr. of the Rajshahye Division, 
to Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 177, dated 22nd October 1864.) 


I have the honor to annex, for the perusal of the Lieutenant Gov- 


From the Magistrate of Bograh, 
No. 136, dated 6th October 1864* 
Extract Arom a letter from the 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Bograh, to the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, No. P , dated 
6th October 1864. 


ernor, copy of letters as per margin. I 
have yet had no other information regard- 
ing the late Cyclone from the District 
Officers, but I have called on them to 
submit full reports, on receipt of which 
I will communicate further. 
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2. At Berhampore we had a severe ^ale^ hut nothing* more ; some 
boats were sunk and a good deal of damage was done to kutcha build- 
ings ; but I have yet heard of no loss of life. 

3. I hear the storm was severe at Pubna> but owing to the late 
holiday, I have yet no particulars. 

4. No particular damage was done, I am informed, in Rajshahye, 
and I have no reason to believe that Rungpore and Dinagepore suffered 
much. 


From A. B. Falcon, Esq., Offg. Magistrate of Bograh, to Commr. of 

the Rajshahye Division, — (No. 136, dated 6th October 1864.) 

I have the honor to inform you that a gale from the north-east 
occurred last night, which has done much mischief. 

The Jail is nearly in ruins. The Police Lines are down ; several 
boats are stranded ; many trees have been blown down, and many houses 
in the town, and one or two lives have been lost, 

I have heard nothing as yet from the interior of the district. If 
I hear anything of importance, you shall be informed. 

The river is higher than it has been many years, but the wind has 
now lulled. I have done what I thought absolutely necessary in the J ail 
in conjunction with the Medical Officer and the Police Officer in charge, 
and I am in communication with the Inspector General of Jails. 

I append (with a note) an extract of a Report from the Police 
Officer in charge. 


Extract from a letter from Asst. Supdt., Bograh, to Depy. Inspr. 
Genl. of Police, — (No. D, dated 6th October 1864.) 

Yesterday afternoon heavy squalls of wind accompanied by rain 
swept across the country and continued to 
increase in intensity during the whole after- 
noon. The wind was first from the east 
and gradually chopped round to the west 
by sun-set, when began the full fury of the 
storm. The strength of the wind, coupled 
with great fall of rain, had the effect of 
laying nearly the whole of the town in a 
The Jail of the place, which also is (or rather 


Note that the storm when 
on its climax, viz., about 2 A. M., 
was decidely from east to north- 
east, as 1 can testify hy the 
effect on my house, and also by 
the direction in which all the 
trees have fallen- 

(Sd.) A. B. Falcon, 
Qff^. Magistrate. 

The &th Oct. 1864. 


mass of ruins, &e., &e. 
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was) a mud collection of buildings, one-half has been rendered quite 
untenable. The outer walls on the east are level with the ground, and 
the Guards now obliged to be stationed inside the buildings, while the 
women prisoners have been removed to one of the rooms in the Cutcherry 
range of buildings; this, as you may imagine, has entailed the necessity 
of a larger Guard. The Jail Guard has been raised from twenty- 
eight Constables and two Head Constables to forty Constables and three 
Head Constables, while the strength of the Treasury Guard has been 
raised from twelve to sixteen Constables, so that they may be able to 
give a Guard for the safe custody of the women prisoners. Two deaths, 
one by the falling of a house on a boy, and the other of the drowning of a 
male child, have been reported, and I anticipate that many other fatal 
accidents must have occurred,^^ &c., &c. 


Demi-official letter from M. B. Rochfout, Esq., Asst. Supdt., to Offg, 

Magistrate of Bograh. 

I send an extract of parts of my letter ; what think you will it do ? 
I don^t see the necessity of sending mine to the Commissioner, for you 
could far better state the circumstances than I. 


From H. L. Dampier, Esq., Commr. of the Nuddea Division, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 327, dated 21st October 1864.) 

I have the honor to submit copy of the Magistrate of Nuddea^s 
first report on the Cyclone. It will be observed that at Kishnaghur 
the storm was first from the east and north-east, and then from the 
north-west, 

2. It is satisfactory to learn that the rice crop has not suffered. 

3. The Sub-Divisional house at Chooadangah having been unroof- 
ed, as well as the Small Cause Court Cutcherry, I have authorized the 
Sub-Divisional Officer to remove his Office for the present to Kooshtea, 
which is little more than one hour^s journey by Rail from Chooadangah. 

4. The Magistrate has been requested to press on the Executive 
Engineer the urgent necessity of repairing the Sub-Divisional Offices 
at once. 
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From E. Grey^ Esq.^ Magistrate^ to Commr. of the Nuddea Divi- 
sioiij — (No. 478, dated 18th October 1864.) 

I have the honor to furnish the following brief account of the 
Cyclone which passed over this district on the 5th instant. 

During the whole of the 5th instant, the weather was stormy. 
Strong gusts of wind blew from the north-east accompanied by very 
heavy rain. Towards the evening the violence of the wind increased, 
and from about 5 p. m. to 7-30. p. m. it blew with terrific force from 
the east and north-east. A calm of about half an hour^s duration then 
succeeded, after which the storm blew with nearly the same violence as 
before, but from a north-westerly direction. At about 9-30 p. m. it 
ceased altogether. Heavy rain fell while the wind blew from the east, 
but comparatively little while it came from the north-west. 

I have received demi-ofi5.cial letters from all the Sub-Divisions. 
From these it appears that the storm has been felt with nearly equal 
violence all over the district. 

At the Sudder Station a large number of native dwellings have 
been destroyed, and a very considerable number of trees blown down. 
The Government buildings have also been injured. At Chooadangah, 
Eanaghat, and Bongong, the Sub-Divisional residences and out-houses 
have been unroofed and otherwise injured. At Meherpore and Kooshtea 
the damage done has also been considerable. 

The Bailway suffered considerably. The telegraph wires were 
destroyed, signal-posts blown down, and stations partly unroofed. Two 
Trains are reported to have been blown over while travelling, and for a 
day traffic was at a stand-still. I am happy to state that, so far as I 
have heard, no lives were lost on the Railway. 

On the rivers there must, I fear, have been immense loss of property, 
and probably of life also, but it is impossible to make even an 
approximate calculation on this point. 

Seven persons were killed by falling of houses in this town and the 
same number at. Meherpore. As soon as I receive the reports called for 
from the Police, I shall be able to state more precisely what loss of life 
and property has occurred. 

The sugar-cane and pepper crops are said to be very much injured, 
but the rice crop has not, I believe, suffered in any way. 

Not having a barometer, I am unable to give any information as to 
variation in atmospheric pressure on the day of the storm. 
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Erom S. C. Baylby^ Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Commr. 
of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 46SS, dated 31st October 1864.) 

I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No. 227, dated the 21st instant, submitting from 
the Magistrate of Nuddea a brief account of the gale of the .'itb instant 
in the Kishnaghur District, and in reply I am to state that the proceed- 
ings reported in your 8rd and 4th paragraphs are approved. 


From Lrour. Colonel J. P. Beadle, e. e.. Chief Engr., to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 1423, dated 25f^ October 1864.) 

I have the honor to submit the accompanying note of the progress 
of the late hurricane, including some extracts and remarks on the sub- 
ject generally, which may perhaps serve as a preliminary to the detailed 
statements of its action on the public works, and of the damages done, 
and probable loss sustained, which have to be submitted. 

2. A complete scientific investigation of the hurricane is under 
preparation in another quarter, so I have neither delayed this document, 
nor given sufficient time to its preparation to make it in any way such a 
paper as would supersede the necessity for a complete analysis of the 
Cyclone. 


Note of the progress of the late Hurricane. 

The hurricane we have recently experienced confirms remarkably 
Maury’s concise description of the theory of the Cyclone as a rotary 
storm, which is nearly as follows : — 

Revolving (in the Northern Hemisphere) against the hands of a 
watch; the greatest violence near the centre or vortex of the storm ; the 
vortex itself a calm, which travels sometimes one or two miles an hour, and 
sometimes forty or fifty ; the barometer low in the centre, rising at the 
outside edge, or periphery ; the diameter sometimes a thousand miles, and 
sometimes not more than a few leagues; the origin somewhere letwem the 
parallels of 10° and 20° north and south of the Nquator, travelling to the 
westward vncUming towards the nearest pole until they reach the parallel 
of 25 or 80,° when they turn towards the east or recurvate/’ but continue 
to increase their distance from the Equator. 


Maury does not wholly accept this theory ; he thinks that the wind 
m a true Cyclrae blows in spirals towards the vortex, which is the 
theory held by Thom, who was the Piddingtou of the Mauritius^ 
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There are three theories — 

J . — The wiffd blows round and round the vortex^ or jplaee of low 
barometer^ which is as a disc to the rotary storm, 

II, — The wind blows directly towards the vortex^ which is lihe an oh* 
long trough between two atmosjpherical waves, 

III, — The wind blows in spirals towards the vortex^ gyrating only 
within a certain distance of the vortex^ the gyrating column being of com» 
^aratively small diameter, 

Maury inclines to the belief that Cyclones are whirlwinds within 
a storm ; that on the sea^ as on land, there may be a storm within a 
storm, that is, a Cyclone travelling with the storm and revolving within 
it. He lays down also that we are not entitled to call the movement of 
the wind a Cyclone unless the wind shifts more than 180 degrees. 

Piddington, writing on the hurricane in the Bay of Bengal on the 
3rd, 4th, and 5th of June 1839, says : — Colonel Beid and Mr. Redfield 
give from 10 to 30 miles an hour for the rates at which the centres of 
their different vortices have probably travelled onwards/^ It appears 
that from the 3rd to the 4th the hurricane travelled onwards only about 
lOO miles, or say 4*16 miles an hour, and from the 4th to the 5th about 
7 to 8 miles an hour.^^ 

The slow rate at which our vortices travel onwards is very re^ 
marhable,^^ 

Mr, Piddington, in the same pamphlet, says that we do not yet 
know what is the usual track of our Indian hurricanes. Judging from, 
this single tempest, he thinks that in the absence of better knowledge, 
it may be assumed that the hurricanes in the Bay of Bengal travel 
from the eastward to the westward ; and he quotes from a review of 
Colonel Heidis work on storms by the Hon^ble Company's Astronomer 
at Madras, that the Hast India gales aypear invariably to travel from 
the Coast of Arracan towards the west ; the curves cotforming gradually 
to the shape of the shoreJ^ The recent Cyclone had this course, but 
inclined very soon to the northward. 

At False Point, on the Cuttack Coast, the wind commenced at 

Superintendent. Inghthonse. 9 A. M. of the 4th October from the north- 
raise Point. east, getting round at 4 p. m. to north north- 

east with heavy showers of rain ; at midnight it veered to north-west, 
blowing twice as hard. At 1 a. m. it blew from the west, and at 3 a. m. 
of the 5th it began to moderate ; the tide rose 5 feet higher than the 
highest spring tide. 
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The barofneter at no pet'iod indicated a galcy as it nerct J'cll lower 
than 29° 49' j some trees were blown down, considerable destruction was 
caused to the embankments, and one sluice was washed away. The gale 
was not felt at the Station of Cuttack, nor was it experienced in the 
slightest degree at the Chilka Lake. This gale has some of the charac- 
teristics of a Cyclone, and, if the statement be correct, deserves to be 
further considered as to the connection it may have had with the 
hurricane. 

Ealasobe. — Balasore was visited by a severe gale between 11 p. m. 
of the 4th and 5 a. m. of the 5th. 

The baxomeeter fell half an-\ ^ ^ 

inch dTiTing the gale md V ^g.^g 

rose after it abated. J 

There was one continued roar and rush of wind and rain with occa- 
sional tremendous gusts. 

The wind came from north and west veering towards west. 

The rain ceased at 9 A. M., but the wind did not fairly abate till 
about 4 p. M. of the 5th. 


The thermometer during the gale stood from 76° to 72.° But 
little damage has been done to the buildings in the Station. Trees 
suffered most, many along the Cuttack and the Station roads were blown 
down and the roots turned up ; almost every clump of bamboo in the 
place has been torn up by the roots. 


Hidgelee. — AtContai the barometer fell from 29*75 on the evening 
of the 4th to 28*025 during the lull between 
Mr. O Flaherty. A. M. of the 5th, showing that the 

vortex of the hurricane passed over Contai. The Executive Engineer's 
note is as follows : — 


The storm commenced about 4 o^clock a. m. of the 5th, and lasted 
till about \ to 10 o^cloek ; it was at its highest about \ to 9, From 
about 8 o^clock to the lull the barometer fell from 28*95 to 28*025. On 
the evening of the 4th the barometer was at 29*75. After a complete 
lull of nearly an hour, the gale came back, the barometer remaining 
steadily at 28*025 in the interim. At 12 o^clock the barometer went 
up to 28*125 ; for nearly an hour the gale was more like a whirlwind 
than any thing else. At J past 12 the barometer was at 28*53. At 
i to 1, 29*025. At i past 1, 29*10. At 2 o^clock, 29*40, and at this time 
the gale had subsided.^^ 
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In this report we have proof of the position of the vortex^ and also, 
I think, of its length ; the outside storm of the hurricane did not 
extend far inland; and Kedgeree, although later, was circumstanced 
very much as Contai was, with this dijQference, that Coiitai is about 
5 miles inland and 4 miles within the embankments, which are &0 feet 
high ; hut Kedgeree is outside the main embankment, and on the shore 
of the Hooghly. The reports from Hidgellee are not complete, but the 
height of the Cyclone wave which swept Saugor Island has been care- 
fully measured, and is reported to have been 15 feet above the land level. 

Of the Cyclone of May 1833 Mr. Bond, the Master Attendant of 
Balasore, writes (July 31st, 1839) 

Gales at Kedgeree, though blowing dead to windward of us dis- 
tant 75 miles, do not always reach this coast, as in the May hurricane 
of 1833, when the DuJce of York was blown from her moorings at Saugor 
across to Hidgellee and became a wreck, yet the gale did not reach here, 
although the bank to the eastward in the heavens so plainly indicated 
a gale that every person here barred up their doors and nailed them. 
We only had a good top-gallant breeze.^*^ 

In the present instance we have the Bentinch landed on the shore 
at Diamond Harbour. 

The Alexandra Steam Tug was anchored off Saugor, but got loose, 
and with steam up passed through the vortex, having a calm for three 
quarters of an hour, much about the same period that the lull lasted at 
Contai, but one hour later, from which it would seem that at 1 0 a. m. of 
the 5th she was between Contai and Kedgeree, probably in the Cowcolly 
roads. When the hurricane resumed from the north-west, she kept 
her head north and east and steamed her best, but drifted south and west 
till she anchored off Piplee Sands below Hidgellee. 

The Ship Clarence, which was about 2 degrees south and east of 
Juggemauth at 10 A. m. on the 4th October, had the wind blowing 
strong from the north-east, and was on the north-west verge of the 
Cyclone, travelling north, so she sailed on its south-eastern edge perfectly 
safe. The distance between the Clarence at 10 a. m. of the 4th and 
the Alexandra at 10 a. m. of the 5th is about 260 miles, so the hurricane 
must have travelled about 10 miles an hour up to Hidgellee. 

This evidence, together with that obtained from the fact of the Bur- 
mah not feeling the hurricane, whilst the Broser^ine Steamer, which sailed 
a few hours later and followed in the same tract, but slower, suffered 
severely on the north-east side of it, would seem to show that the Cyclone 
had its origin at some point at sea about 100 miles from the Arracan 

5 
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It seems that stronger fastenings on land as well as stronger hatches 
at sea are required. Piddington always pointed out the danger of weak 
hatches. May not the following extract explain the way in which the 
unfortunate Persia^ which seems to have been taken abaek/^ went 
down? 

A vessel may^ in one of the terrific gusts, which accompany these 
sudden shifts of wind, be thrown on her broadside in the trough of 
the sea with her deck towards the sea / In such a case she is in the 
position of a vessel on a reef which has fallen over to seawards, and 
there is every chance that her hatches would be beaten in, which would 
swamp her.^^ 

The iron Lighthouse on Saugor Island, which has no foundations 
below the land level, stood the shock of the Cyclone perfectly well. 
Cowcolly Lighthouse also, which is a brick masonry column below 
Xedgeree, has not been injured ; the wave over the land has been mea- 
sured and was 13 J feet. The masonry buildings both at Contai and at 
Kedgeree have stood well. 

The Sea Dyke of Hidgellee has been breached in six places, all of 
which are in the portion fronting Contai, and but nothing has been said 
about the masonry sluices, which is a good sign ; the lands of Hidgel- 
lee have not suffered to the extent to which they suffered in 1832-33, 
where the embankments have stood, but were ridden over by the wave, 
the crest for some lengths has been torn out, leaving a gaping hollow ; 
but the seat of the embankment, which is the mass of the earth- work, 
remains ; it is only in very few places that the whole section has been 
washed away. 

On the Hooghly face of the 24i-Pergunnahs and on the Roopnarain 
River in Mundleghat, the greatest damage appears to have been sustained. 
The wide basin of the Roopnarain drew off a large proportion of the 
wave in the Hooghly to the relief of the upper sections and of Calcuttji ; 
the embankments were overtopped from 3 to 4 feet and destroyed in 
many lengths ; the sluices in the embankment on the Hooghly River- 
face, fronting the James and Mary, have been destroyed. 

The embankments of Mundleghat on the Damoodur have not 
suffered much. 

The chief expense of repairs to embankments will have to be 
incurred on the 24-Pergunnah side of the Hooghly, which was inundated 
by the raised waters passing over the embankments, which, from Saugor 
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Island to Diamond Harbour, were aliont S feet bi^b. Above Hoogbly 
Point the wave in the river rapidily diminished, but it reached to 23 i feet 
over the sill of the Kidderpore Dock at 3-45 p. m., which is about 
5 feet above hig^h tide level of the 5th October, as it should ordinarily 
have been at 4-21 p. m. 

J. P. Beadle, Lieut, Col.^ e. e.. 

The %hth October 1864. Chief Engineer^ Bengal, 


Prom J. P. Walkeh, Esq., m. d.. Secy, to Sanitary Commission for Bengal^ 
to Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 681 A, dated 12th October 1864.) 

I am desired by the President to subjoin copy of a letter of this date 
received from Dr. Walter Bourne, for the information and orders of the 
Hon^ble the Lieutenant Governor. 


Prom W. Bourne, Esq., m, d., to Secy, to Sanitary Commission,— 
(dated 12th October 1864.) 

I beg to send you the following suggestions on a subject of the 
gravest importance as regards the health of this city, and which de- 
mands immediate attention. The freshes which are daily increasing in 
force and which will culminate on the 15 th and 16 th in heavy bores, are 
certain to caray with them hundreds, if not thousands, of dead bodies of 
men and animals, which if permitted to come amongst the Shipping, is 
sure to be attended with a fatal pestilence. 

If booms were laid across a narrow portion of the river some five or 
six miles below Garden Beach, their progress could be arrested. Boats 
stationed with men at this point could land the bodies, and bury them in 
deep pits prepared for the occasion. I have gleaned this information 
from reliable sources, and place it at your disposal. 


Prom S. C. Bailey, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Secy, to 
Sanitary Commission for Bengal, — (No. 4505, dated 26th Octo- 
ber 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 681 A, 
dated the 12th instant, forwarding a copy of a letter from Dr. Walter 
Bourne, proposing certain measures for preventing dead bodies of men 
and animals from floating up amongst the Shipping during the last 
spring tides. 
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3. In reply I am desired to observe that, as it appeared from iuves- 
tio-ations made by reliable Officers to be almost certain that owing to the 
strong and continued flood tide which carried everything seaward for 
three days after the hurrieanej no corpses could remain to be floated up by 
the succeeding spring tides, it was not thought necessary to provide 
against the danger anticipated by Dr. Bourne, and this view, I am to 
add, subseq^uently proved to be well founded, for in fact no corpses have 
been floated up by the spring tides. 


From the Hon^ble A. Eden, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Chief Eiigr., 
Bengal,— (No. 4129 T, dated Daijeeling, 11th October 1864.) 

I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that, you will 
be good enough to furnish a Report on the effects of the gale of the 5 th 
instant on the public buildings in Fort William and in Calcutta, and its 
viciniiy. 


From the Hon^blb A. Eden, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Supdt. 
of Botanical Gardens, Calcutta,— (No. 4135 T, dated Darjeeling, 
11th October 1864.) 

I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you will 
be good enough to report on the state of the Botanical Gardens after 
the gale of the 5th instant. 


From the Hon^ble A. Eden, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Comrars. 
of the Nuddea and Burdwan Divisions, — (Nos. 4133-34 T, dated 
Daijeeling, 11th October 1864.) 

I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to request that you will 
report on the effects of the gale of the 5th instant on the country beyond 
the limits of Calcutta and the Suburbs, including Howrah. 


From the Hon^ble A. Eden, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Magistrate 
of 24-Pergunnahs, — (No. 4184 T, dated Darjeeling, 14th October 
1864.) 

With reference to your unofficial letter of the 11th instant, I am 
desired by the Lieutenant Governor to say that he entirely approves of 
all that you have done with the view of affording relief to sufferers from 
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the late gale in the southern Pergunnahs. You should endeavor to in- 
duce the Zemindars to place funds at your disposal for the purpose, and 
in the mean time to enable you to relieve immediate wants. You are 
authorized to draw upon the Collector of the 24j-Pergunnahs for an 
advance of Rs. 5,000. 

2, You should endeavor to send down parties of Dome's to bury 
the dead bodies and dispose of the carcasses of cattle killed in the storm. 
This should be done under the inspection of the European Constable. 

8. The Police should be employed generally in assisting to save 
life and property. If you require any extra Officer, whether Assistant 
Superintendent or Inspector, you should apply for them to the Deputy 
Inspector General. Care must be taken, however, that these Officers 
are not drafted from districts in which they are equally wanted. 


Prom W. LeF. Robinsoiit, Esq., Magistrate of 24-Pergunnahs, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (dated l^th October 1864.) 

The accompanying is Baboo Hem Chunder^s report of Diamond 
Harbour. I have not got Staek^s yet, it shall be sent as soon as I get 
it. My great difficulty is to procure carriage ; no boats to be had, and 
carts very difficult to get. Nothing fresh to-day in the shape of disaster. 


From Baboo Hem Chundbb Keur, Depy. Magistrate and Depy. Collec- 
tor of Diamond Harbour, to Offg. Magistrate of 24-Pergunnahs, — 
(dated 9th October 1864.) 

You have already been informed of the disaster which has befallen 
the men living in the Sub-Division of Diamond Harbour under my charge. 
I have just returned from the Sub-Division, and beg leave to report as 
follows : — 

How the storm came on and helped the spring tide in destroying 
innumerable lives and all the property the poor men had, is too well 
known to be made mention of in this place. Suffice it to say that on 
the memorable day, the high, broad, and strong bund between the Sub- 
Divisional compound and the river gave way, and the water past through 
the upper story of my residence, rising about from 12 to 15 feet 
high from the level of the ground, and washing away the walls and 
books, papers, &c., I had there. Of my own loss, however, I need 
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make no mention, but in a very short time the premises became filled 
with water, running in strong current, and carried away every furniture, 
every paper, and the treasure and stamps chests. The Office platform 
has been washed away and its railings destroyed. The Court tables, 
chairs, almirah, chests, all gone without any trace being left of their 
previous , existence. I am very sorry to mention that all the records, 
both English and Vernacular, in both Revenue and Fouzdary Depart- 
ments, have been swept away clean. The Cutcherry building is stand- 
ing, but without doors, floor, and evidently shaken to the foundation. 
The fine house used for the Sub-Divisional Ofiicer^s residence, cost 
Government, I believe, no less than Rs. 62,000, has been partly destroyed, 
and the rooms which are still standing have been greatly damaged, 
and if an unprofessional man be allowed to offer an opinion, I submit 
that the building is quite unsafe as a dwelling-house. The Government 
dock and the fine telescope are missing. VT^hat little was left by the 
Cyclone has, I am afraid, been carried away by the men who are dying 
of hunger and thirst, and who, placed as they are under peculiar circum- 
stances, will do anything to gain a livelihood. The surround ing wall of 
the newly built lock-up has been levelled to the ground, and the lock-up 
itself shattered and deprived of its doors and windows. The old 
pncka hall given over to the Police has been entirely destroyed. The 
cook-house stands, but in a damaged state. The servants^ house and the 
Doctor^s room, with his medicine chest therein, have been completely 
destroyed. His private house, which was standing in the Sub-Divisional 
compound and built by Government, has been carried away, and the 
poor Doctor, his family, children, and servants, have, it is greatly feared, 
perished. One Police Constable is missing, as also two number peons, 
and it is almost certain that they are no more. The absence of the Jail 
Mohurir cannot be accounted for, and he has not been seen by any one 
after the Cyclone. The head clerk^s servants have met their death under 
the walls of the Sub-Divisional out-ofifiees, where their master was then 
living. The garden has been destroyed, and there are dead bodies of 
human beings and cattle in the compound, which must be forthwith 
removed. Such, Sir, is the state of the Sub-Divisional building and 
compound, and I have asked the Overseer in charge to look to them. 
The Treasury has been fortunately saved by the Police, and the money 
and stajaps are for the present deposited with Mr. Stack, the District 
Superintendent of Police. These were in two iron chests, and found, 
after the Cyclone was over, and the storm wave had disappeared, out of 
the compound, but the contents thei eof were found to be safe, though 
the Stamp Papers have, of course, been seriously damaged. The iron 
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chests had to be broken open, so that they will have to be brought here 
in order to undergo the needful repairs. Those almirahs which have 
escaped had only a cloth on each of them, and their escape was, to say 
the least of it, miraculous. One Mohurir, Colly Haidar, has not been 
seen, and if he does not make his appearance in a day or two, we must 
conclude that he too had met his untimely fate in the gale. There 
were a very large number of houses at Diamond Harbour close to the 
Sub-Divisional compound, but every one of them has been carried away, 
and I did not meet one single man who had once his habitation there. 
There is not a drop of sweet water procurable about the place, both the 
tanks in my compound and the fine tank of the Zemindar, Baboo Raj- 
krisna Mitter, have been filled with salt water. 

Eight Hajut Prisoners made their escape on that day, and six are 
safely lodged in the Kidderpore Police Ofiiee. Of course it could not be 
ascertained whether they saved themselves by running away or lost in 
the Cyclone. I cannot at present, without the books, give their respect- 
ive names, but I am certain that none of them were charged with any 
such heinous crimes as murder, theft, dacoity, or the like. Three were 
convicted by my predecessor as budmashes, but the evidence against 
them had been found to be weak by the J udge, who remanded their 
cases for further enquiry j two others were perhaps charged with having 
enticed away others^ wives with intent to have improper intimacy with 
them; the remaining three were charged with some other bailable 
offences. On this head and on the subject of opening the Office newly 
I will speak in detail in my second Beport. I only now entreat of you. 
Sir, to permit me to hold office at AHpore until the cold season sets in. 
The tent has been carried away, and there is no encamping ground 
during rains in that part of the country. There is not a drop of sweet 
water to be had, as also the provisions and the bad smell arising from the 
carcasses lying in hundreds near the Diamond Harbour house will 
prevent any one from going there for some time to come. Immediately 
after the holidays, I shall resume charge of the Treasury and remove it 
to the Collectorate. The destruction was rapid and unexpected, and no 
man could save anything, however valuable. 

I now come to the subject of the present state of the entire Sub- 
Division which, with the exception of a part of Bankipore and Debipore, 
I grieve to report, is a mass of ruins. Starvation is staring in the faces 
of the poor people inhabiting the different lots and villages, and, unless 
the dead bodies of human beings and cattle are removed or buried im- 
mediately, there will be a plague, w’hich will complete the act of ruin- 
ation. As far as my eyes could reach, I saw nothing but bheetahs 
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washed away, and carcasses of cattles in thousands, and dead bodies of 
men, women, and children in hundreds. I have reasons to fear that 
nearly all the cattle has been destroyed, and those few that have survived 
will die for want of food. The straw has been blown off and the grass 
entirely destroyed. The only point of satisfaction I beg to bring to your 
notice is, that in some places paddy has not been so entirely ruined. 
Mr. Hugh Fraser has nearly a lakh and fifty thousand maunds of salt 
opposite to my house ; all that has been washed away, and his iron chest 
with two thousand Rupees gone. His men, with the exception of three, 
killed; three of his grants have been entirely washed away, and the 
villages Canteburriah, Dulpobarrea, Haura, Mohindopore, Hurrinarain- 
pore, Insonburriah, Monsaburriah, Oulpee, Tankrubuehee, Doorganugger, 
Rangufalla, Cheetamora, Gopaulnugger, Radhanugger, Moragunge, 
Mudpoint, and many other places almost entirely depopulat ed and nearly 
swept away. From enquiries made by me, I have learnt with regret that 
about two-thirds of the population has been killed. The Insj^ector of 
the River Police, Mr. James Aitken, his wife, four children, a brother-in- 
law, a lady friend, and a Sergeant who had gone to Diamond Harbour to 
execute a Warrant, were all killed at the noon of the day by the fall 
of the house they were living in. An early burial of their bodies is 
needful. I made attempts to have them buried, but the men whom I 
saw there refused to touch them, and I could not ’wait there longer on 
account of the bad smell and want of food and water. * Two Police boats 
with their crew have been destroyed, and the third ’boat is a complete 
wreck. 

The Telegraph and Custom Houses have been shattered, and the 
furniture therein lost. Three OflB.eeTs went with me to open the Tele- 
graph line, but they were unable to stop there. Mr. Madge, the Police 
Inspector, was at Diamond Harbour, but he, too, was obliged to return. 
I saw Mr. Stack this evening while I was coming up and told him all. 
I believe a sufl5.eient number of Policemen should at once be sent to Dia- 
mond Harbour to keep the peace, for the people have turned almost des- 
perate, and they will do anything for the sake of food. I already noticed 
the commencement yesterday and this morning. The farmer of Govern- 
ment Ferry has been killed, and it was found a matter of very great 
difficulty to bring across those poor people who have swam for their lives 
from distant places. A boat and a boatman have therefore been placed 
by me in the ghat, whom I have instructed to take nothing from them. 
The Police should go there in a boat with plenty of water and provisions, 
or otherwise they will not be able to stop at the place. I am humbly of 
opinion that some Domes ought to be sent to Diamond Harbour without 
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loss of time for the burial of the dead bodies and removal of the carcasses^ 
and some good water and a quantity of rice and dhall ought to be 
given to them who have lost all^ and who mostly require them. A part 
of the Diamond Harbour road has been nearly blown, off, and as we pass 
we see nothing but dead bodies floating on two sides of the road from 
Rajahat to the utmost limit of the Diamond Harbour Sub-Division. 
Something terrible has happened, and, unless Government kindly grant 
some sort of relief without delay, the ease will be worse. A steamer or 
a large-keeled boat ought to be placed at the disposal of the Police for 
taking water and provisions and for their habitation, for there is no other 
place where they can stop. The spring tide sets in day after to-morrow, 
and the Sub-Divisional compound is almost without bunds. I hope the 
water will not rise again, or otherwise it will do more injury. I have 
submitted a hasty report, having come from the Sub-Division only this 
evening. 


Telegram from Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Magistrate of 24-Pergun- 
nahs, — (No. 4199 T, dated Darjeeling, the 15th October 1864.) 

An advance of Rs. 5,000 for sufferers sanctioned. Endeavor to 
raise subscription. 

Send Deputy Magistrate back there at once, and send extra Police if 
requisite. Do all you can to relieve sufferers. 


\ 

From the Hon^ble A. Eden, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Offg. Magis- 
trate of 24-Pergunnahs, — (No. 4203 T, dated Darjeeling, 17th 
October 1864.) 

With reference to your demi-official letter dated the 12th instant, 
forwarding a report from the Deputy Magistrate in charge of the Sub- 
Division of Diamond Harbour, regarding the late gale, I am directed to 
inform you that the Lieutenant Governor desires that the Deputy Ma- 
gistrate should return at once to Diamond Hurbour and remain there in 
a boat or in a tent. It is presumed that you have taken proper measures 
for the interment of the bodies of the Inspector and his family. 

2. You will be good enough to organize at once a band of Domes 
to be employed in burying the dead and the carcasses of cattle. You 
should also take measures to obtain a report on the condition of the 
Sunderbunds. 
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From II. L. Dampier^ Esq.^ Commr. of the Niiddea Divisio:ii; to Secy, to ' 
Govt, of Bengal, Darjeeling, — (No. 213, dated 14th October 1864.) 

I have tlie honor to forward, in original, two reports by the District 
Superintendent of Police of the 24!«Pergannahs, on the stat6 of Diamond 
Plarbour, the villages on the Diamond Harbour Road, and Atcheepore. 

2. The Magistrate has been sending down supplies of rice and water’ 
to Diamond Harbour, Futtehporc, and Atcheepore. He has also sent 
down as many Moordafrashes as he could procure to throw the carcasses 
and corpses into the river. 

3. The last news is to the effect that the bodies of Mr. Aitkeu and 
his family have not been recovered, although search, is being made*. 

4. A public meeting was held at the Office of the Chamber of 
Commerce yesterday, at which a large Guarantee Fund was made up. 
The Committee have taken up the River Steamer Bombay, which has b'ft 
to-day with supplies of rice and fresh water. Mr. Smith, the Sn})crin- 
tending Engineer of the South-Eastern Circle, is in charge. He is a<*- 
companied by Mr. Stack, the District Superintendent of Police, Mr. 
Payne, a Missionary who has placed his services at the disposal of lb<i 
Committee, and Baboo Hem Chunder Kerr. The Steamer will touch at 
different points down the river, and Mr. Smith will make depots of rice 
where he may find it necessary. He will also collect information. 

5. Mr. Hugh Fraser has gone down to Saugor Island, from which 
we have as yet no information except that the Lighthouse signalled all 
welF' in answer to the Celerity, Mr. Smith will take his Steamer into 
Channel Creek, and will communicate with Mr. Fraser, leaving rice, &c., 
with him for distribution if any one is left on the Island. 

6. We have no positive information yet of the state of the country 
east of Saugor Island ; but I sent an express yesterday down to Joy- 
nugger, about 20 miles south of Barripore and 12 miles east of Culpee, 
and I expect information to-day. From all that we have heard as 
yet, there is reason to believe that the storm wave has not swept far east. 
Captain Howe tells me that one of the Government Steamers saw the 
wood-cutters out at work as usual about the Soptermookhee River (8 
or 10 miles east of Channel Creek), and the vegetation there did not 
bear signs of having been swept over. Again Canning, which has been 
visited by the Superintending Engineer, has scarcely suffered j and the 
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Police Peport? from Joynugg-er merely report the injury done by the 
storm to the Thannah buildings ; no mention is made of the country 
being submerged. There is reason to hope that there is no want of food 
down there. 

'' 7 . His Honor will have learnt from the Marine Department that 
the Koladpie. has been out several days looking for wrecks and wrecked 
persons on the Soonderbuns seaboard and in the channels which intersect 
the Soonderbuns. 

8. The expedition which has been sent out has orders to communi- 
cate with me. I shaD of course report all I hear for the information of 
Government. 

P. S. — I annexj in original Baboo Bunkim Chunder Chatterjee^s 
report of the state of the country about J oynugger. In anticipation 
of such a report^ I had collected 250 bags (500 maunds) of rice, &c., at 
the Alipore Jad^ which Mr. Pobinson at once loaded on Saltee boats and 
despatched to Joynugger. I have directed the Deputy Magistrate of 
Barripore to make dep6ts of rice at Dhosa, Kharee or Nellooah, and at 
some place south of the Sultanpore Thannah. These places lie round 
Joynugger in a semi-circle, and their relative position is about as shown 
in the accompanying sketch. Culpee and Pangafulla will be provided 
with food from the Steamer. Baboo Brohmonath Sen, Deputy Collector 
of Nuddea, was passing through Calcutta. I have sent him down to 
assist Baboo Bunkim Chunder, and I have also desired the latter to avail 
himself of the assistance which I am sure Mr. Harrison, the Missionary 
at Barripore, will give. I have had the advantage of personal com- 
munication with the Pevd. Mr. Driberg, who has been into the interior, 
but only far enough south to report that the storm wave had not reached 
the villages which he visited. I am only just in from starting the fleet 
of boats, and hope I shall be excused sending up my report in this shape. 
In no other will it catch the post. 


From O, S. Stack, Esq., District Supdt. of Police, 24-Pergunnahs, 
to Magistrate of 24-Pergunnahs, — (No. 595, dated 13th Octo- 
ber 1864.) 

I have the honor to report, for your information, that I yesterday 
visited Atcheepore to ascertain the amount of damge done by the late 
storm. 



( 46 ) 

2. I am happy to state that the loss of life in that direction appears 
to have been far less than at Diamond Harbour, But the destitution 
of the people is even more prominent than at that placcj simply because 
there are more of them. 

3. The Police Station has been completely destroyed. The Officer 
and men are at present in the Public Works Bungalow, which has had the 
roof blown off. The Telegraph House and the house in which the Officer 
in charge of Magazine resides have sustained considerable damage, but 
are still habitable. The Magazine itself is uninjured, but about 15,000 lbs. 
of gunpowder has been so damaged by water as to be worthless. About 
fifty lives are reported to have been lost in the village of Juggutbullub- 
pore, close to the Magazine. 

4. The Sub-Inspector of Atcheepore Police Station informs me 
that the day after the gale several bodies of Europeans were swept past 
that place. 

6. While at Atcheepore, I was accosted by crowds of people stating 
that they had not eaten for several days, and that they could not afford 
to give the prices asked by the Mahajuns. It appears that those Maha- 
juns whose rice has escaped the storm and inundation are asking most 
exorbitant prices, and some of them refuse to sell at present in anticipa- 
tion of a further rise. In the mean time the people are becoming despe- 
rate with hunger, and threaten to plunder the golahs. While I was at 
the Police Station, a charge of this kind was preferred against a number 
of men. The facts were, however, that the defendants offered as much 
money as they could afford for some rice; that the Mah^nn wanted more; 
and that the defendants proceeded to help themselves. I distributed 
some rice which I had sent out for the Constables, among the people 
who looked quite famished. They appeared to be perfectly ravenous. 
Some of them had not tasted food for four days. 

6. Since writing the above, I have received news from the Sub- 
Inspector of Atcheepore that the people are going about in mobs of 
3 and 400 plundering the rice golahs that have escaped the inundation. 
I have reinforced the Police, but I need say that there have of late been 
so many calls in the Reserve Force of this district, that I have not the 
sufficient means to altogether prevent such outrages. 

7. The Sub-Inspector states that the people are simply looking 
for rice. They do not take property of any other kind. They plundered 
a house before his eyes, and paid not the slightest attention to his 
remonstrances. 
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8. I shall adopt every i^ossible means to put a stop to this, but I 
wish to point out the diflRculty of restraining a whole population suffer- 
ing from the effects of such a fearful and wide-spread calamity. 


Prom Baboo Btjnkim Chundbr Chattebjbe, Depy. Magistrate, to 
Magistrate of 24-Pergunnahs, — (No. Ill, dated Joynugger, 14th 
October 1864.) 

I have the honor to report to you the result of my enquiries at 
Joynugger regarding the effects of the inundation. 


2. In Joynugger and its immediate vicinity there has been no other 
mischief than the destruction of houses and trees by the force of the storm. 


3. The villages and lots mentioned in the margin are those in the 

Joynugger Thannah which have 
been swept away by the inunda" 
tion. The loss of life has often been 
considerable. Those whom the waters 
spared have deserted the place, and 
have sought shelter at Joynugger, Buhroo, Baraset, and other more 
fortunate villages. So that except at Dhosa and Baishat, there are proba- 
bly very few now in the inundated villages to avail of any aid that may 
be offered. Still the Police might here and there pick up some unfor- 
tunate remnant of those perished or fled. At Dhosa, I understand, there 
is still a considerable population in distress, and so at Baishat. These 


Lot No. 37. 

M « 36. 

Baishat (Lots Nos. 30 
32. 33.) 

Lot No. 27. 


BacooUoeea. 

Nalconra. 

Manirtal. 

Dhosa. 

Dharmtolla. 


people want both food and water, 


* Station Banki- 
roasi. 

Mollarchuck. 

Bamna. 

Baropoa. 

Junghara. 

A^radani. 

Kinangas. 

Baiishpala. 

Sangrampore. 

Garijolla. 

Leeala. 

Sarati. 

Kanpore. 

Oostee. 

Netra. 

Maluncha. 

Lukhicantpore. 


Station Sultan- 

POSB. 

Lukhicantpore. 

Sultanpore. 

Gabbaria. 

Ghateswara. 

Muthurapoor. 

Bamna gore. 

Batneshwarpore. 


3. I have not confined my en- 
quiries to my jurisdiction, but in- 
cluded within their scope the adjoin- 
ing parts of Thannahs Sultanpore 
and Bankipore, according to the pur- 
port of your note. I append a list* 
of such villages between the two 
roads as have suffered from inunda- 
tion and * * the Barripore juris- 
diction. These places are even worse 
than the Joynugger villages, and food 
and fresh water will be an inestima- 
ble boon to those who yet remain. 


4. I have more information to furnish, but I cannot delay this letter. 
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From O. S. Stack, Esq., District Supdt. of Police, to Magistrate 
of 24-Pergunnahs, — (No. 594, dated 12th October 1864.) 

I have the honor to inform you, in continuation of my Memorandum 
No. 656, that I have just returned from a visit to Diamond Harbour, 
and I consider it my duty to at once bring the state of that sub-district 
to your notice. 

2. The hurricane of the 5th instant was there accompanied by an 
inundation of the river along the coast for about 8 miles inland. 
The disastrous effects which meet the eye on every side within the limits 
I have mentioned prove that the water must have risen unprecedentedly 
high and advanced with fearful suddenness. 

3. After passing the village of Puttehpore about 8 miles from 
Diamond Harbour, the effects of the inundation are visible. The villages 
on either side have all suffered more or less. Some have been completely 
swept away, with only the floating wreck of houses, carts, &c., &c., 
to show where they stood. Others have been partially destroyed, only 
the houses that were situated on the lowest ground having been swamped. 
As the country is still under water, it was impossible to go into 
the villages and ascertain the exact amount of loss of life and property 
sustained, but the sights which met the eye on the road itself proved 
but too painfully and clearly that the loss of life must have been immense. 
I do not think I am going beyond the mark in saying that within six 
miles of Diamond Harbour it is impossible to go fifty yards of the road 
without seeing a human body. These are evidently the corpses of indi- 
viduals who were overtaken by the storm and the flood on the road. 
What the loss of life must have been in the villages, may be imagined. 
In some villages every house has been swept away with almost all the 
inhabitants. 

4. The carcasses of animals are lying scattered about by hundreds. 
The loss of property in this respect alone must have been very great. 
As may be imagined, the villages nearest the river suffered most. The 
nearer I approached to Diamond Harbour, the more numerous were the 
signs of the fearful violence of the inundation ; human bodies were 
scattered about in groups of two and three, the carcasses of animals, 
principally cows, in tens and twenties.- The Station of Diamond Har- 
bour presents a scene of Titter destruction, I need scarcely say that 
every Native hut in the place has been swept away, and, with a very few 
exceptions, every living soul that occupied them. I regret to have to 
record the death of Mr. Aitken, Inspector of River Police, his wife. 
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mother-in-law, and four children. Mr. Macdonnell, an Inspector of the 
Calcutta Police, who had gone down to Diamond Harbour on special 
duty and was stopping in the same house, was also* killed. Mr. Aitken 
and his family occupied the Public Works Bungalow, a small pucka 
building. The river rose so rapidly that he had not time to leave 
the house. He and his wife and children got on tables and chairs to 
escape the water, when the whole house fell in, burying them of course in 
its ruins. The debris is now being removed and search made for the 
bodies. A group of huts occupied by a number of Native Christians have 
been completely swept away, and only about a dozen people saved out of 
eighty persons who inhabited them. 

5. The Deputy Magistrate's house is so badly injured- as to be 
almost uninhabitable. The Cutcherry house is a mere wreck. The 
Doek-up is standing, but the wall that surrounded it has been destroyed, 
A pucka building occupied by the Police Guard has fallen in. The 
Telegraph House has sustained severe damage, but is still habitable. The 
Custom House is but comparatively slightly injured. 

6. As far as my own Department is concerned, every Police Station 
in the Sub-District has been either blown down or swept away ; two 
Head Constables belonging to the Govindpore Police Station were 
drowned. Several Constables belonging to the various Stations are 
missing ; their fate is as yet unknown. Nearly all the Station records 
and the articles lodged in the Malkhanahs are lost ; most of the Officers 
and men have lost their uniform, accoutrements, 8cc. 

7. I have particularly enquired into the conduct of the Inspector 
and the Guards at Diamond Harbour on the day of the storm ; that 
they succeeded in the midst of a hurricane and inundation so severe and 
so sudden as to destroy and sweep away most of the inhabitants in 
rescuing and bringing away six out of fourteen prisoners, and all the 
Government Treasure, speaks, I think, equally well for the energy 
and promptitude of the Inspector and the discipline of the men ; that 
they did not leave their posts a moment too soon, is proved by the fact 
that one of the Constables was drowned and three out of the eight pri- 
soners whom I reported missing in my last letter are ascertained to have 
met the same fate. That this fearful and sudden calamity has to a great 
extent disorganized the Police of the Sub-District, I need scarcely say ; 
self-preservation was the uppermost thought in every mind. I have now 
the honor to report the measures I have adopted to maintain peace and 
order and to protect property. 


7 
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8. I have already stated that an Inspector, one Head Constable, and 
nine Constables were immediately despatched to Diamond Harbour on 
receipt of news of the fearful effects of the inundation. I have since 
reinforced this party with another Inspector, two Head Constables, and 
twenty men. I did this for the following reasons. 

9. On the 7th instant, two days after the storm, a large number 
of men, it is said about a thousand, came to Diamond Harbour and 
commenced taking away salt from Mr. Fraser^s Salt Golahs. The men 
were literally starving ; they had no food for two days ; they wanted the 
salt to mix with a kind of grass which they eat eagerly. At this time 
there was only a Head Constable and nine Constables present. They 
interfered to prevent the plunder of the Golah, the moh turned on them 
savagely. and heat them off ; the Constables had only batons; that they 
did all that men could do under the circumstances, is proved by the marks 
of severe beating they almost all bear ; the fearful hardships of the two 
past days had almost driven the survivors mad. Even if a larger party 
of Police had been there, it is difficult to know how they could well have 
used more force towards men under such circumstances ; though the un- 
fortunate people can scarcely be blamed, it is impossible not to sympathise 
with Mr, Fraser, who has been a very heavy sufferer. 

10. The Station of Govindpore having been completely swept away, 
I have procured a house at Sorsa, within two miles of that place, for a 
temporary Station, and sent an additional party of one Head Constable 
and six Constables to that place. 

11. The Station of Daveepore has met the same fate. Eajahaut, 
about 4i miles distant on the main road, is the only place where I could 
find any shelter for the men. I have directed the Sub-Inspector to re- 
main there, sending a Heaff Constable and two Constables on patrol every 
day to the site of the old Station ; this is only temporary. 

12. Reinforcements have also been sent to Bankiporeand Bistopore. 

I am compelled to send supplies of food from Calcutta to Diamond 

Harbour for the party stationed there, and fresh water from Bistopore to 
that place every day. 

13. I procured twelve Domes (aU I could get) at Tollygunge and 
immediately despatched them to Diamond Harbour to bury the dead and 
to render the Station at least inhabitable. The stench arising from the 
numerous bodies and carcasses is almost intolerable, and I fear that, 
unless immediate and effectual measures are taken, it will lead to a fearful 
amount of sickness. 
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14. On hearing that the few inhabitants who survived the storm 
in the immediate heighbourhood of Diamond Harbour were in a state of 
starvation^ I, in accordance with the plan we agreed on^ despatched ten 
maunds of rice and some fresh water by carts and donahs to that place 
for their immediate necessities. 

15. As regards the River Police^ I have already reported the death 
of the Inspector Mr. Aitken. Three boats have been destroyed, and as 
far as I can ascertain, all hands drowned. I cannot, however, speak posi- 
tively on this point, but a number of Chupprassies belonging to the River 
Police have been picked up at Diamond Harbour. 

16. I cannot close this report without mentioning that, as I rode 
along the road, men come out on all sides stating that they had not eaten 
for days, and imploring assistance. Their looks fully bore out their state- 
ment. There is every reason to believe that the destitution at present in 
the Diamond Harbour Sub-District is appalling, not only have the bazars 
and golahs with their supplies of rice been swept away, but the inhabi- 
tants have lost nearly all the means to procure food from elsewhere- I 
am afraid that unless prompt measures are taken for their relief, that 
famine and sickness will sweep away those who have escaped the inun- 
dation. 

17. I must not forget to add that the suflFerings of the people have 
been much aggravated by the want of fresh water. The same inunda- 
tion, which was so destructive to life and property, rendered all the fresh 
water for about 15 miles inward brackish and unfit to drink. I send 
fresh water every day from Bistopore for the use of the Police. 

18. I have confined myself in this report to a description of the 
state of the Diamond Harbour Sub-District, but all the other Sub-Dis- 
tricts have suffered more or less severely. In all, the loss of life has been 
considerable. I shall send further detailed reports as soon as possible. 


From H. L. Dampier, Esq,, Commn of the Nuddea Division, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — 221, dated 19th October 1864.) 

In continuation of letter No. 213, dated 14th instant, I have the 
honor to submit the following further report in connection with the gale 
of the 5th October, as it affected the villages in the southern part of the 
24-Pergunnahs, and the measures adopted to afford relief to the sufferers. 

2. The Steamer Bombay ^ which was taken up by the Relief Com- 
mittee, left with supplies of rice, &c., on the 15th instant, and reached 
Atcheepore at 7-30. Mr. Smith, Superintending Engineer, reports that 
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many villages in the neighhourhood are in need of relief. Fifty lives are 
reported to have been lost at Moyapore in the inundation. The paddy crop 
has not been injured, but huts, trees, and orchards have suffered consider- 
able damage. Mr. Smith left thirty bags of rice and a maund of salt 
with Baboo Gopal Kissen Soor, the Officer in charge of the Powder 
IVf agazine, who is doing much good, having himself afforded shelter in his 
house to sixty or seventy of the sufferers, mostly women; and as 150 maunds 
of rice had previously been sent to the Thannah by the Magistrate, there 
is enough to meet present necessities. Many of the sufferers expressed to 
Mr. Stack their intention to come up to Calcutta for work, with which 
Lieutenant Colonel Beadle has engaged to provide them. 

8. At Ooloobariah tbe people lived for the first four days on 
cocoanuts, but they have tided over the worst. Dead bodies have been 
cleared away, the stench has abated, and food in considerable quantities 
has arrived : rice selling at Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 8 per maund. The distress at 
Moisrakha, a village further inland in Midnapore, is said to be great, 
hut the Steamer could not he detained to allow of enquiries being made 
so far inland. 

4. Bouob. — ^This place is 8 or 10 miles below Atcheepore. The 
ground being lower, the effects of the storm and the inundation have been 
much more disastrous here than at Atcheepore. The loss of life has not 
been great (about fourteen drowned), but out of about 800 houses, not a 
dozen are left. Mr. Stack was surrounded by a large mob clamouring for 
food. Supplies were left by the Steamer. 

5. There is great distress in the surrounding villages of Paghun- 
tolah, Boidoparah, Kessuhpore, and Bulluhpore, all which have suffered 
severely. From Boroe all supplies and stores of grain were swept away, 
the crops also having suffered more or less, many expressed their in- 
tention of coming to Calcutta for work* 

6. NoOUPOEB, S RESPHOLHEKBY, AgDAPORB, and DOARGAPORB, All 

these villages, which are near Hooghly Point, have suffered severely, 150 
lives having been lost in Noorpore alone, and as many in the other villages. 
Here also, as at Boroe, there has been entire destruction of property. 
Sixty maunds of rice and half a maund of salt were left in charge of one 
Prosonno Coomar Mookeijee for the use of the villagers. At the request 
of the people, the Superintending Engineer gave authority to cut the 
embankment at Noorpore to allow the river to sweep the country clear of 
dead bodies and carcasses. 
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7» Diamond Haubour. — At this place the wave was 11 feet 
hig-li, and -‘5 miles inland it was above a man^s heig'ht. The Deputy 
Maj^istrate^s hottse has been tigured on the south and west sides, but it 
is habitable. Baboo Hem Chunder iCei*r remains there with %‘%{) bags of 
rice, blankets, brandy, &c. : a Native Doctor has also been sent down • 
The Police had, before the arrival of the Steamer, received 100 maunds of 
rice, of which 26 had been distributed to about 200 people daily. The 
dead bodies have been removed from Diamond Harbour by the four- 
teen Domes sent down for the purpose, and these are now clearing the 
villages along the Diamond Harbour Road. The Deputy Magistrate, 
the Police, and a Dawk Moonshee, are the only officials at the Station. 

8. Saugor Island (Mud Point). — ^The last accounts from the 
Steamer do not take her so far as Saugor Island, but I have information 
from Mr. Hugh Fraser. The Island is cut in two 3 miles from the 
northern point by a broad channel, and ninety per cent, of the population 
are reported to have been drowned. Those who remain require food at 
once. Not a house is left, except the one at Mud Point belonging to the 
Telegraph Department, which is standing, and it is feared that the plant 
now on the ground will yield nothing. Creeks are burst open and em- 
bankments washed away, the wave having swept inland 10 miles on the 
Kedgeree side, and 8 on the other. The water did not rise gradually, 
but came rolling on like a high wall. Mr. Fraser states that he 
has lost every thing in the salt. He has got a boat out of water and 
was sending for rice. The people refuse to bury the dead, because their 
^ dead were swept into the channel, and the bodies that are lying about are 
those from Kedgeree and Coweolly. Mr. Hunter, who has already spent 
four lakhs of Rupees in clearing his estate on Saugor Island, and re- 
making it three times after destruction by inundation, will be a great 
sufferer. 


9. Dhosa, which is north of Joynugger, is in distress; but the 
people are not starving. 

10. Towards Sult^-npore the people are starving, and acts of vio- 
lence and depredation are being committed. The Deputy Magistrate of 
Barripore, Baboo Bunkim Chunder Chatterjee, has been deputed to the 
spot at once with supplies, and I have sent Baboo Brohmonath Sen, sf. 
Deputy Magistrate of Nuddea, to assist him. 

11. From Nellooah and Kharee the news is not very bad, but sup- 
plies will be sent to both places.- Mr. Harrison, the Missionary of Barri- 
pore, will collect information from those who come, to Joynugger Emt^ 
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12. It is feared that the effects of the gale will be found more 
severe as the Steamer goes farther south. Mr. Smith has proposed to the 
Committee of the Relief Fund to send to Diamond Harbour a further and 
a larger supply of rice, as tlie quantity already supplied will not last 
manj days. 

13. The KoUdym returned on the 15th from cruising about the 
Soonderbuns Channels and Sea-face as far east as Miutlah. No signs of 
either wrecks or wrecked were observed. The vegetation and the state of 
the country shows that the storm was not severely felt far east of the 
Hooghly. The Koladyne was offered to me for a few days, but I do not 
see that her services can be utilized, at any rate until ^h.QBomhay returns. 


Prom S. C. Bayley, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Commr. 
of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 4537, dated 27th October 1864.) 

In reply to your letters noted on the margin, I am directed to 
inform you that the Lieutenant Governor 
No. 221, dated I9tli Instant, approves of your proceedings in connection 
„ 229, „ -1st „ the relief of the sufferers from the 

effects of the late Cyclone. 

2. I am desired to request that you will convey to the gentlemen 
named on the margin the thanks and ac- 
knowledgments of the Lieutenant Governor 
for the part they have taken in these mea- 
sures of relief. 


Mr. Smitli. 
„ Stack. 
„ Payne. 


From J. Geoghegan, Esq., Under Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Commr. 

of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 4352, dated 21st October 1 864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 213, 
dated the 14th instant, and in reply to communicate to you the Lieutenant 
Governor's approval of your proceedings in connexion with the distx'ess 
caused by the late Cyclone in the Diamond Harbour Sub-Division. 

2. His Honor notices with cordial approbation the prompt energy 
of the Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs in sending aid to the sufferers, 
and in taking measures to bury the dead, and to remove the carcasses of 
animals and other matters likely to cause injury to the public health. 

3. These measures. His Honor desires me to observe, should be 
persevered in until the whole of that portion of the country visited by 
the Cyclone which lies in your Division has been cleared, and until the 
people are enabled to provide means of subsistence for themselves. 
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4. A systematic plan^ His Honor thinks^ should be arrang*ed under 
responsible Officers for the regular supply of food and water to the dis- 
tressed villages. 

5. If extra Police are required to maintain order and protect 
property^ His Honor authorizes you to entertain them. 

6. His Honor also desires that the Magistrates of the districts 
affected by the Cyclone^ should co-operate with the Committee of the 
Cyclone Celief Fund, and make the j>ublic establishments available for 
applying in the most efficient manner the money which has been sub- 
scribed for the relief of the people. 


From H. L. Dampier, Esq., Commr. of the Nuddea Division, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 229, dated 21st October 1864.) 

In continuation of my letter No. 221 of 19th instant, I have to 
report the further information obtained by the Superintending Engineer 
and his party who went down on the Steamer Bombay with supplies. 

2. Near Ckdjpee the Bombay found the Alligator Tug high and dry ; 
600 villagers were employed in digging a channel to get her off. The 
Bombay reached Culpee on 16th, and left sixty bags of rice, &c., in 
charge of Koilas Chunder Deb, Goluk Shah, headman of the place, 
assists in storing and distributing the grain. 

3. In Culpee two-thirds of huts have been swept away ; 28 drowned. 
In Bhugwanpore 100 are said to be drowned. Embankments are 
badly breached. 

4. On 17th Mr. Smith visited Bungafulla and Tongrabeechy 
Haut near the Obelisk, and left sixty bags of rice, &c., with Premchand 
Biswas, Gomashta; Sumboo Chunder Ghose, Talookdar, assists, and Mr. 
Fraser^s Gomashta, Govind Chunder Bannerjee. 

■ 5. Here there has been dreadful loss of life. Accounts are con- 
flicting as to percentage, but the Superintending Engineer states that 
at least 80 per cent, have perished in the villages within two miles of 
the river. The Revd. Mr. Payne made numerous enquiries, and esti- 
mates 70 per cent, for all villages within one mile of the river, and 30 to 
40 for all beyond which the storm wave reached. The loss in cattle is 
estimated at 80 per cent. 

6. Mud Point (Saugor Island.) — The Telegraph Signal House 
has sustained comparatively little injury. The wave which swept across 
Saugor Island was 15 feet above the level of the land. The Signal 
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Staff at Mud Point is safe; but one of the Baboos in charge was 
drowned, the other gone to Calcutta. Telegraph posts are standing. 
Many dead bodies are lying about Mud Point. Saugor Island is literally 
denuded of every hut and village; 90 per cent, of population are 
drowned. All cattle and wild animals are destroyed. Tliere are no 
jackalls, dogs, or vultures to do the duty of scavengers. Nearly all the 
bodies of the Saugor Island people and the carcasses are on the mainland 
north of the Island. The survivors escaped by climbing into trees or 
floated inland on thatches for miles; 250 or 300 persons come round 
Mr. Smith at Trower land or Company's chur. Mr. Smith left 300 bags 
of rice, &c., and about 5 tons of water, and a Native Doctor on Saugor 
Island. He left so large a supply because of the difiiculty of communi- 
cation. The supplies were made over for distribution to Mr. Fraser and 
his Assistant, Mr. Kennedy. 

7. Mr. Fraser did all he could for his ryots. Baboo Prosadoss 
Dutt, a Grantee, has also sent down from Calcutta a jolly boat laden 
with rice. 

8. The Bombay next touched at Kookrahattee, on the west bank 
of the Hooghly, and Mr. Smith landed at Makerputtan, near Fort Mor- 
rington, at the mouth of the Roopnarain. Here he left the remainder 
of the stores in charge of Puddolochun Dutt and Koylashchunder Dutt. 

9. Thus eight Station, have been supplied in all from the Steamer ; 
two more supplies have been sent by the Magistrate ; and the Deputy 
Magistrate of Barripore is ordered to make three other depdts inland. 

10. Hr. Smith acknowledges the prompt and valuable aid of Mr. 
Stack, District Superintendent of Police; also the services of Mr. 
Windle,. of the Public Works Department, and the cordial aid and inde- 
^fatigable enquiries of the Revd. Mr. Payne, who took the greatest interest 
in the object of the expedition and obtained valuable information. 

11. At Rungafulla Mr. Smith found that in the first day 532 
people were relieved from the supplies he had deposited there — 

444 men. 

30 women. 

60 children. 

12. The Steamer returned to Calcutta on the 18th, and a Meeting 
of the Cyclone Committee was held on the 19th, at which it was resolved 
immediately to send down another Steamer with 2,000 bags of rice for 
both sides of the river. 
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13. Captain Howe lias placed the Teesta at the disjDOsal of the 
Committee for this purpose, and His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 
has allowed me to make use of the services of Mr. D. J. NcNeile, who 
will go down in charge of the supplies and remain in the distressed part 
of the district in general charge of the relief dep6ts and operations on 
both sides of the river. The Steamer will start on Saturday morning. 

14. " I learn that above 2,000 people were relieved by the rice 
whieli the Magistrate sent down to Atcheepore alone, before the Com- 
mittee supplies arrived. 

16. Every endeavour has been made to collect Domes, and a number 
of them have been sent down to clear the villages. 

16. About 1,500 people are reported to have been relieved at 
Diamond Harbour alone on the 19th. 

17. From the Deputy Magistrate of Barripore I learn that there is 
no urgent want of food about Joynugger ; the h^ts are held as usual, but 
things are selling at famine prices, — ^salt, for instance, at 10 annas a 
seer. 

18. Villages do not appear to have been swept away east of Sultan- 
pore, which is about 8 miles east of Culpee. 


From H. L. Dampier, Esq., Commr. of the Nuddea Division, to SeAy. 

to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 240, dated 5th November 1864.) 

As required in your No. 4133T, dated 11th October, I have the 
honor to submit in original a report from the Officiating Magistrate of 
the 24-Pergunnahs, on the effects of the gale and the measures taken by 
him for the relief of the suffering population to the south. 

2. This report, with those noted in the margin, which I have ad- 

dressed direct to the Government, complete 
No. 213, dated 14tli October. i. xi. j * u 

221 , 19th „ the account of operations up to the despatch 

V 229, „ 21st „ ^YiQ second relieving expedition under 

Mr. McNeile, of which I have not yet received a report. 

3. Everything which Mr. "Robinson reports has been done in 
constant personal and demi-official communication with myself, and I 
have little to add to his account. Since I wrote the instructions on 
which his letter No. 792, dated 24th October, is founded, I have 
requested the Magistrate to take active measures for the clearance of 
the tanks and drains in the suburbs, as well as in the interior ; and I 

8 
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have directed him tocorn|>oel tttlio^se who are in a position to do so, either 
to clear their own p a-eoiises, o er t*o pay for the cost of having the work 
done by the Magist^'ates’s wvorUkm*en. 

4. The thanks oF tbjteGrfiov eminent have already been given to the 
Revd. Mr. Payne^ tea Mr. SSmiith, Superintending Engineer, and to 
Mr. Stack, District Su ^lerEnteTsndaent, for the assistance they have given 
in the relief operatiorfc s. Mnr. IRobinson’s exertions and activity have 
been incessant, an(L I c3e8in:et«:or*ecord my recognition of the willingness 
and efficiency with whncli helhass worked with me in this matter. 

5. The Relief Coimimititees have placed a sum of money at my 
disposal for distTibL3tioTitcDwai.rJ84 the relief of distress in my Division. 
The folio wing extract SI ir«“otes which I drew up on the subject will 
show the steps I ha.-ve *akea Uco dlistribute the charity properly 

^‘The money soplac- edaatmy disposal cannot be properly applied 
without local enqmiiiy^ as tog Che actual losses incurred by different 
families ; fox these* lo enq^qniities several officials are available, and I 
have no doubt that; sonies of * thie gentlemen who have already offered 
their services to th<e IteliesfC-Uomnnittee will be willing to assist. 

The tract ow er TfhScli Iwish to make the enquiry extends from 
the river to a distance of ^loimt TO miles inland, from Atcheepore down to 
Saugor Island. Toth^so' nth ,ifc extends further, about 20 miles inland. 

"I have divided ^Hs A tri’ictrin to eleven convenient circuits of about 
40 or 50 square rmile^s esaeh; I annex a Statement showing the 
boundaries of each- Mheope ' to ‘be favored with the assistance of eleven 
gentlemen who wll uKidezitak«o to visit these and make the necessary 
enquiries at once. 

*‘I would ask ea^h 'visi'itor to move about the circuit assigned to 
him, visiting the sites of the s mtost populous villages, and giving notice 
beforehand of the day^ at vhiacb he proposes to be at each of these, so 
that the men from th^ snxEallesi v^illages around it may come in and state 
their case. 

The villager’s b»^in^^th"iU3 collected together, a summary enquiry 
could be made, from "wlineh - it could be ascertained roughly which fami- 
lies have really been tlir^ownn imto destitution and require relief. The 
visitors would them dxaw^ up o fo:r every village a report showing the fol- 
lowing particulars as ioeaclinfaamily which he might decide on recom- 
mending fox relieP : — 

Name of h ^ead of faiiTuily. 

" Heligiom ov ca. ste. 
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^^N’umber of persons left in the household, distinguishing the men 
from the women and children; rough statement of the nature and 
extent of lossea. 

Remarks explaining the grounds on which the family is considered 
entitled to relief, and stating the nature and extent of any property and 
means of subsistence which they still have leftJ^ 

Five gentlemen have, as volunteers, undertaken circuits— 

Reverend O. Driberg. Revd. W. Harrison. 

Baboo Degumber Matter. Revd. G. Kerry. 

Mr. Hugh Fraser. 

6. The good conduct ol the Police described in the 21st paragraph 
of the Magistrate’s report will, I hope, meet with favorable notice^from 
Government. 

7. Copy of the Magistrate’s letter No. 762, dated 18th October, is 
annexed. I regret to be obliged to condemn Baboo Hem Chunder 
Kerr’s conduct. In the first place, however, the question may stand 
with regard to other Officers ; it is very wrong for an Officer in charge 
of a Sub-Division who has no colleague at the Station to leave his 
Head Quarters for any time (even for duty within his own jurisdiction ) 
without acquainting the Magistrate of his absence and movements ; but 
Baboo Hem Ohunder came away to Calcutta the moment the holidays 
began. The Magistrate sent him back on Saturday. Baboo Hem 
Chunder returned to town on Sunday, and wrote a report, dated 9th 
October, from which the following is an extract : — 

“I only now entreat of you, Sir, to permit me to hold office at 
Alipore until the cold season sets in ; the tent has been carried away, 
and there is no encamping ground during the rains in that part of the 
country. There is not a drop of sweet water to be had, as also the 
provisions, and the bad smell arising from the carcasses lying in hundreds 
near the Diamond Harbour house will prevent any one from going there 
for sometime to come. Immediately after the holidays I shall resume 
charge of the Treasury and remove it to the Collectorate.” On Tuesday 
the Magistrate, after hearing the District Superintendent’s account of 
the state of the Sub-Division, at once wrote a letter to the Deputy 
Magistrate, “ and sent it by a special messenger that day, Tuesday, desir- 
ing him to return at once to Diamond Harbour.” 

8. On the evening of the next day, the Magistrate received a letter 
from the Deputy Magistrate, contradicting the District Superintendent’s 
statement as to Diamond Harbour being then habitable, and stating that . 
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the Sub-Divisional building was unsafe; that no water or provisions 
were to be had ; that there was no place to live in ; and that the bad smell 
from the bodies was unbearable. The Deputy Magistrate, however, 
declared his intention of going out to encamp somewhere in his Sub- 
Division as soon as certain tents, quills, red ink. Penal Codes, red tape, 
and other stationery, for which he indented on the Magistrate, should 
be sent to him. Having received instructions on Tuesday to return to 
his Sub-Division at once^ Baboo Hem Chunder Kerr was still in Calcutta 
on Thursday, when I sent him peremptory orders to the same effect. 

9. During the time that Baboo Hem Chunder Kerr was absent 
from his post, Mr. Hugh Fraser was visiting his ruined estates at Sau- 
gor Island, which was suffering intensively from the effects of the storm. 
One European Missionary at least to my knowledge was going about 
among the people who had suffered ; and Mr. Stack, the Superintendent 
of Police, was visiting the Sub-Division. I cannot admit that there was 
any necessity for the Deputy Magistrate taking up his quarters in Cal- 
cutta. It was clearly his duty to hurry back to his Sub-Division as 
soon as the gale had occurred, and to make his own arrangements for 
temporary quarters as near to Diamond Harbour as he could live, so as 
to be close to his post if not at it. Instead of doing this, or in any way 
assisting the Magistrate at a time when that Officer was overwhelmed 
with calls on his time and attention, Baboo Hem Chunder Kerr sat in 
Shambazar and entreated to be allowed to remain in Calcutta till the 
cold weather, stating that he would resume charge of his Treasury after 
the holidays. When pi-essed to return to his post, he merely wrote to 
the Magistrate to supply him with things which, under the circumstances, 
he should certainly have taken the trouble to procure for himself. I 
must say that I am much disappointed to find an Officer of Baboo Hem 
Chunder Kerr’s antecedent acting thus. 


From W. L. Eobinson, Esq., Offg. Magistrate of 24-Pergunnahs, to 
Commr. of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 762, dated 18th October 
1864.) 

In sending you the accompanying reports (one copy and two in 
original) concerning the state of Diamond Harbour by the Deputy 
Magistrate, Baboo Hem Chunder Kerr, I have the homer to inform you 
hat that Officer probably escaped death by having come on a visit 
to Calcutta the previous evening, his Court having closed that day for 
the holidays. Nothing beyond a vague rumour was known as to the 
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devastation at Diamond Harbour till Friday evening, the 7tli, the 
having occurred on Wednesday, 5th. I saw the Deputy Magistrate on. 
Saturday morning early, and at once told him that he must return to his 
Sub-Division immediately ; this he did, going out there that day, and 
returning again on Saturday evening, when he sent in his first report, 
dated 9th October, which I received on the 10th. In the mean while 
I had arranged with Mr. Stack, the District Superintendent of Police, 
that he should himself go out to Diamond Harbour on Monday, and 
consequently I passed no orders upon the Deputy Magistrate’s report of 
9th instant until I could hear Mr. Stack’s account, though I confess I 
was not quite satisfied with the Deputy Magistrate’s speedy return. Mr. 
Stack returned late on Monday night, and I could not see him till 
Tuesday morning ; he confirmed the Deputy Magistrate’s account of the 
great loss of life and suffering at Diamond Harbour, but told me that 
he thought it was possible for Hem Chunder Kerr to live at the place, 
though a residence there under such circumstances must necessarily be 
far from pleasant, and that he himself was sending out a fresh party of 
Police to the spot, and Domes had been sent to remove the dead bodies 
on the previous Sunday. Feeling how necessary it was that the Deputy 
Magistrate should be at his post, I at once wrote him a letter and sent 
it by a special messenger that day, Tuesday, desiring him to return at 
once to Diamond Harbour. 

Not hearing any thing from him on Wednesday morning, I was 
under the impression that he had gone, till at 6 p. m . of that day I got 
his letter of that date, which showed his reluctance at any rate to return, 
though it left me in doubt as to whether he had actually started or not, 
and I was still in that uncertainty when I saw you on Thursday morning, 
and indeed up till Friday morning, when the Deputy Magistrate attended 
the meeting of the Committee in compliance with the letter I had written 
him at your suggestion. I confess that I am disappointed in the Deputy 
Magistrate's conduct ; from his high character for energy and zeal, I had 
hoped better things of him in such an emergency. I wanted an Officer 
in the Sub-Division at the time, who would he doing his best to relieve 
the distress of starving people, cheer them up, and repair as much as 
possible the damages caused by the hurricane, and I had one writing to 
me for pens, ink, paper, erasers, ink pots, and Penal Codes, and waiting 
for an answer to his letter before he even attempted to start for his Sub- 
Division after he had received orders to do so at once. He ultimately 
went down, as you are aware, in the steamer chartered by the Relief 
Committee. 
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I received yesterday his letter of ICtli instant, to winch I have 
myself replied, telling him that no more Police can be sent from here at 
present (as I ascertained from a reference to Mr. French, Assistant in 
charge), and that I expected him to be energetic and abbs to keep the 
peace with the force at his disposal. In fact the only breach of the peace 
to be anticipated was from starving wretches in searcli of food, and as the 
steamer has supplied their wants (to say nothing of what has been sent from 
here), and Mr. Stack from whom I also hoard, says nothing of the want 
of more men, I consider that there is no real necessity for sending them. 

I have pointed out to him that his remarks as to the expediency of 
sending down the steamer were uncalled for, and that what he is required 
to do is to act energetically in the distribution of rice to those in need of 
it, and not to raise up difficulties which he, the Sub-I>i visional 01fi<ter on 
the spot, should be able easily to overcome ; in fact that I want work and 
not writing, 

From W. L. Eobinson, Esq., Oflg. Magistrate of 2 4-Perguunahs, to 
Commr. of the Nnddea Division, — (No. 820, dated 27thOctobei* J8(>k) 

I have the honor to send you this report on the late storm as far as 
this district is concerned for transmission to the Government of Bengal, 
as required in Mr. Secretary Eden^s letter No. 41^12 T of 11th Octo- 
ber ; but before entering upon the subject, I may perhaps be allowed to 
state that, knowing that you have already reported generally on the • 
results of the storm, I shall confine myself, as m\xch as possible, to details 
more immediately affecting this district, and the means adopted to afford 
some (however inadeqiiate) relief to the sufferers before the Public Meet- 
ing was held, and I shall, as far as possible, avoid re-stating anything 
already brought to the notice of Government in your reports. 

2. The storm occurred, as is known, on Wednesday, 5th October ; 
as soon as it abated, finding all the roads blocked up by fallen treesj * 
I ordered Mr. Dobson, the Keeper of the Alipore Jail, to turn out as 
many prisoners as he could in the morning and clear the main roads at 
any rate as speedily as possible, I was out myself early, and spent the 
greater part of that day in driving about (where it was possible) through 
Kidderpore and Garden Eeach, and giving orders for the removal of trees 
from the roads, and Friday morning was devoted to the same work. 
Before proceeding further, I may state that the damage done in the 
Suburbs by the falling of houses, &c,, has of course been very consider, 
able, but the loss of human life has not been so very great : I cannot-* 
however, at the present moment say exactly what it is. 
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3. It was on Friday night that I first heard of the disasters at 
Diamond Harbour almost simultaneously from the Police and from a man 
sent me by the Judge (he was the Nazir of the Moonsiff at Govindpore), 
and it was then that I first learnt that the Deputy Magistrate was not at 
Diamond Harbour ; on that subject I need say no more here, as I have 
already reported on it to you. 

4. As soon as Mr. Stack returned from his visit to Diamond 
Harbour with reliable information as to the wants of the place and 
neighbourhood, I lost no time in sending out food for the starving popu- 
lation, and as many domes as could be procured (only thirteen or fourteen) 
had been previously sent down to remove as many bodies as possible. Mr. 
Stack had already sent out small supplies of rice and water for the Police, 
and after consultation with him and Mr. Beaufort, the Judge, who kindly 
oifered his services to me in any way in which he could be useful, I deter- 
mined to send out rice to Diamond Harbour and Futtehpore, a place on 
the road between this and Diamond Harbour, about twenty-five miles 
from here. 


5. I had great difficulty in procuring carriage for the rice ; but as 
soon as carts could be got together, 60 mauiids of rice were hurried down 
to Diamond Harbour and the same amount to Futtehpore, and fresh 
supplies were constantly sent to keep up these depots until the Relief 
Committee was appointed. As soon as I heard of the distress at Atchee- 
pore also, grain was sent out there, and a dep6t has been subsequently 
established at Dabeepore, which latter, as well as the one at Futtehpore, 

I am still keeping up for this reason, that the 
places named are inland and not easily 
reached by parties from the steamers sent 
down by the Relief Committee. Moreover, 
the distribution has been made all along by 
the Police for want of other agency, and as 
I imagine that a lengthened continuance of 
these supplies will not be required, I have thought it best to continue 
them myself for the present. 


z. e.j at these three inland 
places — H. L. D. 

Note. — The Relief Committee 
have undertaken to pay for all 
supplies sent out by the Magis- 
trate after the date on which 
the Committee came into exist- 
ence, — H, L. D, 


6. A list is appended showing, as nearly as I can, how many persons 
have heen relieved by the supplies forwarded officially, and totally irrespee. 
tive of the proceedings of the Public Relief Committee, and I do this solely 
and entirely in consequence of remarks I have heard, that nothing had 
been done officially to relieve the distress until the Public Meeting was 
held, an opinion which, if it exists, I cannot admit to be correct. 
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7. Tliat tlie aid afforded was not as great as it might have been, 
no one will more readily allow than myself^ but I assert that it was as 
much as the information at first obtainable warranted and the means at 
my disj^osal permitted me to afford ; it was very difficult, as you are 
aware, to get accurate information at a later period even, and tlie diffi- 
culty of procuring carriage at first may be surmised from the fact that 
Us. 1,000 a day was demanded from Mr. Fraser for a cargo boat to 
take down supplies, and I was compelled to have recourse to carts which 
were almost equally difficult to get ; I may add that from Futtehpore, 
salties are now sent with rice daily on each side of the Diamond Harbour 
Hoad to the south-east and south-west to relieve the wants of villag*es at 
any distance from Futtehpore itself. 

8. With the course which has been taken to supply the Sub-Divi- 
sion of Baroepore .with food you are acquainted, and as that relief has 
been supplied by the Relief Committee (though the means of transport 
was provided by Government), I need not perhaps further allude to it 
here except to state that the distress was not nearly so great about Joy- 
nugger as I had at first been led to suppose. 

Houses have of course been blown down everywhere, and a good 
deal of distress necessarily has been caused by that and the natural rise 
which took place at once in the price of everything, but the latter is a 
difficulty which will soon solve itself if left alone. 

9. The part of the district which has really suffered greatly is from 
Rangafulla and Saugor Island up the river bank to Atcheepore, and in- 
land from the river for a distance of, I should say, from five to eight 
and ten miles ; in fact that part of the district over which the storm 
wave extended. 

10. Throughout this tract of country, the loss of human life and 
destruction of cattle and crops has been very great, and the survi vox's 
must also have suffered very much, at first at least, from want of food, 
hut already I hope a great change for the better has been effected. So far 
as my own opinion goes, I do not think there has been much suffering 
from want of water, because the river water is at least drinkable, and the 
distressed people were all, it may he said, within reach of the river. 

11. As far as I can learn, the Soonderbunds, except perhaps one or 
two lots, have not suffered so much as the parts of the district above 
alluded to ; I have heard of one or two cases of loss of life only, and of a 
few bunds being broken, but none of the reports speak of any such 
amount of distress existing as to make special measures for its relief 
necessary. 
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12. Wherever the storm wave extended, I fear there will be a great 
loss of the rice crop ; already I hear from the neighbourhood of Dabee- 
pore that it has turned black, and this, I fear, will be the case with the 
greater portion of the crop in the submerged district. 

1 3. You are aware of the measures taken by the Relief Committee 
to afford still further help, so I need not give any account of them ; but I 
may state that the suggestions you made for the baling out of tanks filled 
with salt-water, and for clearing out the small branches, leaves, and other 
debris blown by the storm into other tanks, have been ordered to be car- 
ried out, as the accompanying copy of my letter on the subject will show. 

14. ' I may also state that there arc upwards of sixty domes employ- 
ed in removing carcasses ; it-was with great difficulty, and only by giving 
a very high rate of pay, 1 Rupee a day, that I could get so many. The 
have already cleared the road from Joynuggur to Culpee; but they are 
not all working at one place. I thought it better to sub-divide them, 
and sent parties to Diamond Harbour, Gobindpore, Bankeepore, Sultan- 
pore, and Dabeepore to work under the superintendence of the Police, and 
to commence clearing away from those points. I should like to have ob- 
tained more men, but it was impossible ; even the offer of a Rupee a day 
failed to tempt domes from Barrackpore, where many live, but Major 
Sneyd says they have plenty of work to do there, and wiU not go to a 
distance. 

15. With regard to the actual loss of life in the ^district, I have not 
yet got accurate information'on the subject, but the following casualties 
have already been reported ; — 

Lives Lost. 


Sudder Sub-Division 

. . . 

. . . 

49 

Baroepore 



19 

Nyehatty Police Station 

... 

. . . 

8 

Nowabgunge 


... 

11 

Dum-Dum 

. . . 


7 

Busseerhaut 

. . . 


8 


these may be mostly put down as caused by the falling of houses and trees. 

From Diamond Harbour 1,360 deaths are reported chiefly in the 
jurisdiction of Gobindpore Police Station. No returns have yet come in 
from the Sultanpore Station, where the loss of life is supposed to have 
been quiet as great as near Gobindpore ; the first expedition sent down 
by the Relief Committee estimated the loss of life at Rangafulla at about 
70 per cent., but Mr. Stack thought 50 per cent, would be a moderate 
average. 


Q 
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16. I may state here that the bodies of Mr. Aitken^ the Inspector 
of River Police at Diamond Harbour, and his family, have not been 
found, with the exception of one child, who was buried. I thought the 
bodies had been buried in the ruins, but such was not the case, they must 
have been swept away by the water into the interioi', as was the ease with 
the body of the Inspector of Calcutta Police, who was also drowned. 

17. In eleven villages in the Diamond Harbour Sub-Division, the 
property of Baboo Rajkissen Mitter, out of a population of 2,^66, no less 
than 406 lost their lives. This Zemindar informs me that on 14th Octo- 
ber he sent down one boat with provisions, and another on 23rd instant, 
which he calculates will supply the wants of his people until the time of 
harvest. 

18. Since commencing this letter, several of the inhabitants of the 
distressed part of the country have been coming to me with petitions for 
help j yesterday I had a deputation from Joynteea, Jugornathpore, and 
Nowpara, in the vicinity of Akra; these people put down the number of 
houses in the three villages as 1,900, and the loss of life at 100 ; they say 
that about 10 annas of the dhan has been lost, and the object of their 
petition was that their Zemindar might be directed to remit half their 
rents, when they would, they said, be able to get round without further 
relief. Yesterday again a large crowd presented petitions to the same 
eifect. Of course I am unable to pass the order they wish ; but if I may 
be allowed to express an opinion, I think such a remission is one that 
would be felt by all as a great help if speedily made known. 

19. I have not thought it necessary to call in the aid of any extra 
Police, except a few Constables whom the District Superintendent applied 
for ; there were one or two cases of plunder by starving people merely to 
get food, as for instance near Atcheepore where the Mahajuns who had 
rice refused to sell, and their stores were in consequence sacked by the 
starving wretches, who, if they contravened the law, only acted as men 
placed in such a position would naturally act, and I confess they have 
more of my sympathy than the greedy merchants who tried to make a 
profit out of their misery. 

20. In the Diamond Harbour Sub-Division only has the Police 
Porce been nearly doubled ; there were there ordinarily 2 Inspectors, 4 
Sub-Inspectors, 12 Head Constables, and 70 men; there are now 4 In- 
spectors, 8 Sub-Inspectors, 19 Head Constables, and 130 men. The Dis- 
trict Superintendent thinks this Force quite sufficient, and I agree with 
him. 
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21. I cannot quit tliis part of the subject without bringing to notice 
the good conduct of the PoKce at Diamond Harbour. When the storm 
burst they stuck to their post till the very last, and when forced to leave, 
brought with them nearly all the prisoners in the Lock-up, and all the 
Government treasure, amounting to some Bs. 8,000. These men 
must have suffered considerable loss personally and with regard to uni- 
form, &c., and I think if any compensation could be granted to them, it 
would be well bestowed. 

£2. I also wish to bring to notice the great assistance I have re- 
ceived throughout from‘the District Superintendent of Police, Mr. Stack, 
who, though not in very good health, has never spared himself, but has 
been most energetic and indefatigable in assisting me in the measures 
necessary to relieve the sufferers even when what was desired did not 
come within the scope of his own particular duties as District Superin- 
tendent of Police. My best thanks are due to this Officer as well as to 
Mr. French, Assistant Superintendent of Police, who has also been of 
great use to me ; and in conclusion I will only express a hope that, tak- 
ing all circumstances into consideration, the measures I adopted in a time 
of no ordinary difficulty will meet with the approval of the Lieutenant 
Governor. 


Statement showing the amount of food sent ont hg the Magistrate and the 
number of people to whom it was distributed apart from the operations 
of the Relief Committee, 

One hundred and thirty maunds of rice was sent to Diamond Harbour, 
but as soon as the Relief Committee's supplies were received there, they 
were thrown into a common stock, so it is impossible to say how many 
were fed from the rice sent down by me. Some hundreds were certainly 
relieved before the steamer went down there. 

Futtehpohe. — To this place 224 maunds of rice were sent and 7,304 
have been relieved, but this does not show the total who have actually 
benefitted, because I left a discretionary power with the distributors as to 
the amount to be given, and when people came evidently from a distance, 
were in great distress, and had families at home wanting food, more rice 
wns given to them to enable them to take some home. Rice is still being 
sent out to this dep6t as the stock there decreases. 

Dabeepore. — One hundred maunds of rice have been sent to this 
dep6tj and from the first despatch of 50 maunds 2,068 persons were fed 
up to 24th instant. 
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Atcheepobb. — One hundred and two maunds were sent to this place 
and ^,492 persons were relieved from it up to 19tli instant. 

Total 556 maunds of rice. 

Persons relieved 11,864. But I think it may fairly be considered 
that at least a third more than that number actually received relief owing* 
to the plan adopted as stated above. 


From W. L. Robinson, Esq., Offg. Magistrate of 2‘1«-Pergimnahs, to 

Depy. Magistrate of Diamond Harbour and Baroepore, — (No. 79;i, 

dated 24th October 1864.) 

I have the honor to state, with reference to the condition of 
tanks in your Sub-Division, that you should make every exertion to get 
the people themselves to clear them from leaves, old straw, or other mat- 
ters blown into them during the recent storm ; the leaves and small 
branches should all be collected together and burnt as soon as possible. 
If you cannot get the people to do the work themselves, you should 
employ, if possible, the suffering population who are now fed by the 
Celief Committee in this work, making it a condition that an able-bodied 
man who refused to do the work should not receive food. Where food is 
wanted, you can pay in food, and where a man with a family works at 
clearing tanks, his family may get a supply of food too if necessary ; 
where food is not I’CQuired, you can pay in money. You will probably 
find the people themselves, or at any rate the sensible part of them, will- 
ing to aid in this work, and to * afford information as to what tank or 
tanks in a village are most necessary to be cleansed at once. It is very 
necessary that this work should be done promptly, otherwise it may be 
feared that an epidemic wiU ensue. 

2. Again . in some of the tanks which have, I believe, been filled 
with salt-water, if that water is baled out, fresh water will gradually rise 
in the tank. Some villagers have expressed their willingness to bale out 
such tanks if, during the time they are so employed, food be supplied to 
them and their families ; this you are at liberty to grant. Buckets for 
baling will, if possible, be sent down by a Tug-Steamer on Wednesday to 
Diamond Harbour and Culpee, and if they are not enough, you can, I 
imagine, easily arrange some process for baling by other means ; where 

a tank is being baled or cleaned out, no korakee must be allowed to any 

able-bodied male, unless he has been working either at the cleaning opera- 
tions or hon6i fide in putting up his house. 
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3. You will be good enough to keep me duly informed bow you 
get on with this work. 


From the Hon’blb A. Eden, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Commr. of 

the Nuddea Division, — (No. 5036, dated 15th November 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 240> 
dated'the 5th instant, and enclosure, reporting the measures adopted 
by the Officers of the 24-Pergunnahs and others to afford relief to suf- 
ferers from the late Cyclone, and in reply to request that the thanks of 
Government may be conveyed to Mr. Robinson, the late Magistrate of 
the 24-Pergunnahs, for the energy and judgment with which he did all 
in his power to meet a great and sudden emergency. I am further to 
request that Messrs. Stack and French of the Police Department may 
be informed that the Lieutenant Governor has read with sincere pleasure 
the testimony to their zeal in affording relief to the sufferers which is 
borne by Mr. Robinson. I am also to record the Lieutenant Governor’s 
apjn'oval of the way in which the Police at Diamond Harbour conducted 
themselves daring the late crisis. 

2. The conduct of Baboo Hem Chunder Kerr, Deputy Magistrate 
in charge of the Sub-Division of Diamond Harbour, in thinking more 
of his own ease and comfort than of the fearful sufferings of his fellow- 
countrymen, especially those who were under his peculiar charge, is 
most discreditable, and his culpability is increased by the fact that at the 
time of the Cyclone he was absent from his Sub-Division without the 
permission of the Magistrate. The Lieutenant Governor has grave 
doubts whether an Officer so lamentably deficient in every quality 
necessary for the efficient discharge of a Magistrate’s duties, should be 
retained in the sub-executive service. In consideration, however, of 
the Baboo’s previous services, the Lieutenant Governor is disposed to 
give him another trial ; but he is reduced from this date to the fifth 
grade of the subordinate executive service, and is transferred to the 
Sub-Division of Gurbetta. 


3. I am to convey His Honor’s approval of the arrangements 
made by you for the clearance of the tanks and drains in the Suburbs 
as well as in the interior, and for the proper distribution of the funds 
and supplies placed at your disposal by the Relief Committee. I am at 


’*• The Reverend C. Driberg. 
Baboo Degumber Mitter. 
The. Reverend W. Harrison. 
» G Kerry, 

Mr. Hugh Fraser. 


the same time to request that you will be 
good enough to thank, in the name of Gov- 
ernment, the gentlemen* who have so hu- 
manely volunteered to assist in distributing 
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the relief afforded by public subscription. Tlie thanks of Government 
should slso be conveyed to Mr. Beaufort^ the Judge of the district, for 
the voluntary offer of his services, 

4. The original enclosures which accompanied your letter under 
reply are herewith returned. 


Memorandum from C. F. Cabnac, Esq., Inspector General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, to Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, — (dated lOtli 
November 1864.) 

I forward for your perusal and that of the Lieutenant GoA^'er- 
nor a very capital and interesting report of King at Howrah regarding 
the loss of life and property consequent upon the Cyclone in Howrah 
Town and District. I am having a datailed Statement of the effects 
of the Cyclone in the several districts wherein it raged, drawn up by 
C. Baker, and when ready I will submit it for the information of Govern- 
ment. 


Memorandum from R. W. King, Esq., District Supdt. of Police, 
Howrah, to the Personal Assistant to the Inspector General of 
Police, Lower Provinces, — (No. 529, dated 5th November 1864.) 

In compliance with the instructions contained in the Personal Assist- 
ant’s letter No. 3868 of the 18th ultimo, the undersigned herewith 
forwards his reports on the loss of life and property in the district of 
Howrah caused by the late Cj’clone. 

2. Tlie Magistrate desired that one report should be forwarded 
for the Town and Suburbs of Howrah itself, and a second for the 
District. 


From R. W. King, Esq., District Supdt. of Police, to Alagistrate of 
Howrah, — ;No. 517, dated 26th October 1864.) 

In accordance with your instructions I have the honor to forward 
herewith a Tabular Statement (No. 1 ) showing the loss of life and 
property within the Town and Suburbs of Howrah caused by the lute 
Cyclone, 

2. As you will observe, the loss of life is far less than we at first 
were led to suppose. The number of houses appears very great, but 
when we consider the slight materials of which most of them were 
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composed, many being totally unfitted to stand against a moderate gale, 
and put up *at the expense of a few Rupees, the loss is not after all so 
serious. 

3. In the column headed "computed loss of property*’' I have 
taken the statements of the sufferers themselves, which ho doubt are 
grossly exaggerated. About one-half, exclusive of the Railway build- ■ 
ings, would, I think, be a fair approximation to the truth. 

4. The loss in cattle also has not been nearly so heavy as we 
might have expected ; fortunately the Town and Suburbs did not suffer 
from the storm wave, which proved so disastrous in its effects on the 
southern part of the district. 

5. The fruit trees and gardens have suffered greatly, indeed hardly 
any trees are left ; this, I fear, will be severely felt by the ryots, and 
more particularly by the market gardeners in the direction of Bally, 
who were dependant on their orchards for a livelihood. 

6. The filthy and unwholesome state of the tanks almost through- 
out the town, caused by the immense quantity of rubbish blown into 
them, as well as by the number of trees which after being blown down 
are now rotting in the water, requires most serious attention, and will, 
if not speedily removed, most probably be productive of great sickness. 
As*you are aware, nearly all the fish in the tanks have died from this 
cause, w'hich alone speaks volumes for the fitness or otherwise of the 
water for the use of man. I shall have occasion in my next report to 
bring this subject more prominently to your notice, 

7. The public thoroughfares, with the exception of those in the 
neighbourhood of Bishop’s College, are now cleared sufficiently for the 
public traffic. The communication between Howrah and Seebpore was 
completely cut off after the Cyclone in consequence of the number of 
trees thrown across. We commenced, with the help of the ryots, 
clearing a passage as soon as the wind moderated on the evening of the 
5 th, and but for the stumps of the largest trees and the debris of the 
walls which were blown down, the roads are restored to their former 
state. 

8. I do not hear many complaints from the poorer class of 
inhabitants as to the want of means of subsistence, with the exception of 
the want of wholesome drinking water. Firewood and fish are to be had 
almost for nothing ; the latter is collected from the tanks above mentioned, 
so cannot be very wholesome. Rice is a little dearer now than before 
the Cyclone occurred, but the price of labor has risen enormously. 
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orders on the subject from yourself) ; but in spite of their exertions, I 
am satisfied that a vast amount has been taken and concealed by the 
ryots, many of whom, it is said, have, far from being sufferers by the 
Cyclone, become suddenly wealthy. We shall possibly, in the course of 
time, recover some portion of this, but the greater part has, I fear, been 
made away with. 

8. I could not help being struck with the very healthy appearance 

of the in-coming rice crop. I went through a large extent of country, 
and with the exception of a few places which had been swept by the 
water, it appeared as though no storm had ever passed over. In spite of 
what the Buneahs and grain-dealers choose to say relative to a scarcity 
for the coming year, I do not believe that, with the exception of the 
Shampore Division, and a small portion of Ooloobariah, any real damage 
has occurred to the crop. " 

9. The loss of cattle is heavy, but many of them were brought 
down from Midnapore and other districts to the Calcutta market, conse- 
quently the loss does not fall so heavily on the ryots of this district. 

I noticed, when travelling through the canal between the Hooghly and the 
Damoodah Rivers, that on both sides the country was teeming with 
cattle. 


10. The greatest diffioultj which I foresee, and one with which 
we are almost powerless to contend, will be the want of good water. 
Nearly all the tanks being filled with the trees, leaves, &o., which were 
driven into them by the force of the wind, the water has become putrid, 
and as the ryots will not exert themselves to clear away these nuisances’ 
I fear that sickness will arise from this cause. I have ordered the Police 
at each of the Stations to clear at least one tank for their own use In 
the southern parts of the district the salt water has, for the preset I 
fear, destroyed the tanks near the river banks; of course it will require 
time before it can again become fit for the use of man. ^ 


11. Perhaps it may not be out of place here to call your attention 
to the great want of good drinking water which always exists at Ooloo- 
banah. It is a populous and increasing village, and before the Cyclone 
there was traffic enough to introduce four Steamers to run to and from 
Calcutta daily. The bazar, &c., belongs to the Andool Rajah but 
judging by what he has done for his ryots during the late calamity I fear 
• that there is but little hope of any assistance from him. A large" nucka 
tank would be a very great boon to the inhabitants and travellers 


12. The ryots complain bitterly of the loss of their fruit trees 
and this, I fear, will m reality prove to them a very serious misfortune’ 
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and one which will be felt throughout the district in the ensuing year ; 
the cocoanut trees have, however, in most places withstood the violence of 
the wind. It will now be all the more necessary for the Zemindars to 
exert themselves and to assist the ryots by distributing fresh trees and 
plants throughout their Zemiudarees. 

13. I beg to state in conclusion that I believe that the Divisional 
Eeturns of loss herewith forwarded are tolerably correct, with the excep- 
tion of Shampore, 1 do not, from my knowledge of that Division, think 
that there even were in it the amount of cattle said to have been des- 
troyed. As you are aware, the soil is very barren and saliferous, 
consequently there is but little food for their sustenance. I think it 
also very probable that many of the ryots who are returned as dead 
may have fled to other districts. The loss shown under the heading 

computed loss of property,” 1 have already noticed in my former 
report on Howrah itself as being, in my opinion, untrustworthy. 

14. You will observe that the Return forwarded with my letter 
No. 517 of the 26tli ultimo, is included in the present Tabular Statement, 
which shows the total loss cans ed by the Cyclone throughout the whole 
District of Howrah. 


No. a. 

Tabular Statement showing the probable value of the unclaimed pro- 
perty seized the Town and Suburbs of Howrah after the late 
Cyclone. 


Nature and quantity of property. 

Probable value. 

Total. 

Howrah, 

Rs. As. P. 

Rs. As. P. 

65 Bales of cotton 

6,500 0 0 


13 Bales of jute 

117 0 0 


25 Bundles of tobacco 

50 0 0 


2 Bundles of pepper 

Wood and planks 

20 0 0 


10 0 0 


100 Maunds of Salt 

500 0 0 

7,197 0 0 
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Tabular Btatemejit sliowmg f/ie j)7'o5able valne^ S;c. — continued. 


Nature and quantity of property. Probable value. 


Total. 


Goll/Jtharry. 

200 Bales of jute 
146 Packages of pans 
83 Bales of pepper 
18 Bales of gunny 

18 Bales of cotton tb^lns of dif- 

ferent descriptions 

19 Cases of brass ntenails (lotas, 

&c.) 

21 Cases of cocoanut oil 
4 Barrels of rum 
9 Bags of cotton thread 
8 Packages of hatchets 
42 Bags of betel-nut 
24 Ingots of spelter 
24 Bottles of vinegar 

1 Box of earthenware 

2 Cans of paint oil 

1 Box containing superfine broad 
cloths 

1 Box containing glass beads ... 
86 Bundles of sheet iron 

2 Boxes containing China crack- 

ers 

129 Thans of silk 

Timbers, boats, bamboos, &c. 
Sandal wood 
13 Iron rods, &c. 

Serampore paper 


Seebpore, 

13 Bags of black pepper 
46 Cases of oil 
656 Bags of jute 

1 Bundle of Native wearing 
apparel 

321 -Bags of betel-nut 
3 Maunds of old coir rope 
1 Ship’s buoy 


Bs. As. P. 


1,800 0 0 
450 0 0 

700 0 0 

400 0 0 

6,000 0 0 

760 0 0 
504 0 0 

320 0 0 

500 0 0 

100 0 0 
315 0 0 

150 0 0 

12 0 0 
' 40 0 0 
24 0 0 

1,000 0 0 
300 0 0 

1,000 0 0 

400 0 0 

1,200 0 0 
700 0 0 

1,000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
600 0 0 


156 0 0 
1,104 0 0 

6,560 0 0 

5 0 0 

2,401 8 0 

5 0 0 
5 0 0 


K/S. As. P. 


19,275 0 0 
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Tabular Statement showing the prohahle value ^ ^c, — continued. 


1 

Nature and quantity of property. 

Probable value. 

Total. 



Rs. 

As. 

p. 

Rs. As. 

P. 

S Empty wooden boxes 


6 

0 

0 




1 Box locked, contents unknown 

• • . 

• • • 





Cask Rupees 

... 

86 

1 

9 




175 Bags of pepper 

... 

1,750 

0 

0 




350 Bags of rice 

• * • 

2.100 

0 

0 




105 Bales of cotton 

... 

14,175 

0 

0 

28,353 

9 

9 






Balby, 








2 Broken wooden chests 


3 

0 

0 




1,008 Bales of jute 

... 

9,072 

0 

0 




25 Iron nails 

... 

0 

12 

0 




7 Ba^s of linseed 

... 

25 

0 

0 




2 Bags of castor seed 


6 

0 

0 




1 Pair of wooden doors 

• « • 

3 

0 

0 




2 Iron chests 

• • • 

60 

0 

0 




2 Bags of pepper 

... 

10 

0 

0 




9 Masts of Ship 

• • • 

200 

0 

0 




100 Pieces of sal wood 

... 

1,200 

0 

0 




Red powder 

••• 

200 

0 

0 




4 Iron anchors 


8 

0 

0 




26 Bundles of iron bars 

• • * 

35 

0 

0 




1 Ba£ of long pepper 


10 

0 

t) 




1 „ of dry ginger 

... 

50 

0 

0 




4 Bundles of steel 

« • • 

150 

0 

0 




10 Seers of nut 

• • • 

2 

8 

0 




73 Gunny bags 

. . . 

25 

0 

0 




5 Boats 

. . . 

1,000 

0 

0 




4 Seers of tobacco 


1 

0 

0 




Broken planks of boats 

40 Masts of soondree wood 

... 

20 

200 

0 

0 

0 

0 




3 Pieces of teak wood 

« • • 

125 

0 

0 




1 Maund and fifteen seers 

of 







pepper 

. . • 

7 

0 

0 




1 Helm 

1 English dog 

... 

2 

0 

0 




... 

250 

0 

"o 

12,665 

A 

0 

2 Bales of cotton 








Total 





67,490 

13 

9 


1 


Howuah, 

The 26fh October 1864, 


.} 


R. W. KINa, 

J)iat. Supdt. of Folice, Howrah, 




Tahuk/r Statemerti dwwing loss of life and destruetion of property in die Distnet of Howrah, caused hy the 

Cyclone of the oth Qctober 1864. 
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Howeah, I R. w. KING, 

The Isf November 1864. J District Siipdt. of Police, Howrah. 
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No. 1. 

TahuZar Statement showing loss of life and destruction of property in 
the Town of Howrah caused by the Cyclone of the 6th October 1864. 


Namfs or 
Police Sta- 

Number or Persons 

KILLED AND DROWNED. 

rof Cat- 
led and 
wned. 

Number or 
Houses des- 
troyed. 

Computed loss 
of property. 

TIONS. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 


Pucka. 

Kutcha. 

Seebpore ... 

2 



0 

50 

2,775 

Bs. As. P. 

70,000 0 0 

Howrah ... 

3 



8 

47 

1,7-23 

2,22,900 0 0 

Gollabarry .. 

5 



50 

50 

5,000 

1,00,000 0 0 

BaUy 

0 



12 

6 

5,262 

91,611 0 0 

Total ... 

10 



70 

162 

14,760 

4,87,511 0 0 


K W. KING, 
District Supdt. of Police. 


Erora H. L. Dampieb, Esq., Commr. of the Nuddea Division, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 253, dated 18th November 1864.) 

I have the honor to report as follow, for the information of His 
Honor the Lieutenant Governor, the proceedings of Mr. McNeile, from 
23rd October to 16th instant, on his expedition to grant relief to the 
villages which have suffered most hj the Cyclone of the 5th ultimo. 


Bice 

Dhall 

Parclied rice 

Salt 

Chillies 
Tobacco ... 
Blankets ... 
Cotton cloth 
Cooking pots 
Hookas 


1,080 Mannds. 
227 „ 

30 „ 

30 „ 

15 „ 

® j» 

760 in Ho. 
2,000 yards, 
300 (about.) 
100 „ 


2. Mr. McNeile started on the Teesta on 
the morning of 23rd October with the stores 
noted in margin, and with eighteen distri- 
buting Gomashtahs, 

3. The provisions which Mr. McNeile 
had taken on the Teesta were distributed to 
the following places : — 


Mojapore. 

Nuldaree. 

Eulta. 

Noorpore. 

Diamond Harbour. 
Culpee. 


BangafuUa. 

Dhaja. 

Eort Morrington. 

Paroolpara. 

Kookrahattee. 
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sending- in their reports^ that of the Magistrate of Midnapore having 
been received as late as yesterday, and that of Howrah not having yet 
CQxne to hand. 

3. As Mr. Junior Secretary Bayley^s Memorandum No. 4528 of 
the 37th October, this day received, indicates that the Magistrate of 
Howrah has been in direct communication with the Government, I 
deem it altogether unnecessary to postpone my reply until the receipt 
by me of that Officers^s report of the injury found to exist in the 
interior of his district, and will commence by alluding to the several 
districts in succession, taking first the district most southern, where 
the storm was felt the most severely. 

3. The direction of the storm and the time it commenced, and 
the reading of the barometer in Several quarters, have already been 
reported to Government by other Officers of Government, my report, 
therefore, will be confined solely to the effects of the gale as far as they 
have been made known and collected up to date. 

4. Midnapore. — ^This district, as was to be expected from its 
exposed situation, has suffered most ,fipom the storm not only from the 
tremendous force of the wind, but also from the sudden and imusiial 
incursion of the sea, commonly known as the storm wave, which sub- 
merged the sea coast, deluged the country for several miles, and swept away 
houses, men, and cattle. The accounts from the district show that the 
loss of human life has been very great. In some parts the loss was 
estimated at three-fourths, in others at five-eighths of the population • 
but these statements must be received with much caution, as we have as 
yet no means of testing their accuracy. Apart from the innate tendency 
of Natives to exaggeration, the Landholders believe it to be their interest 
to magnify their losses. The Magistrate, Mr. Smith, however, writing 
from the Tumlook quarter, shortly after the gale, reports that the storm 
wave rose over the embankments, and the loss of lives, both of men and 
animals, has been extreme, the living being unable to dispose of the 
dead.^^ The crops, he likewise states, have been apparently considerably 
injured in the Pergunnahs near the sea coast, 

5. The Salt Golahs at Narainpore have been materially injured ; 
the tidal wave rushed over the embankments, and, owing to this, 
as weHr as to the rain which fell during the storm, the stock of salt” 
has been greatly reduced, according to the Superintendent's estimate, 
from two lakhs to seventy-five thousand maunds, the Government loss 
thereby in cost of manufacture being about a lakh of Rupees. 
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6. In Tumlook tli6 Sdiznr is sadd. to l )0 3, of ruins. H 16 
Deputj Collector's Cutclierry and house have been unroofed and ren- 
dered uninhabitable. The School and Hospital have been injured in 
a similar way. In Mysadul the crops in the interior had suffered. 
The reports of the Executive En^neers to their own Department^ as 
promised by the Superintending Engineer^ Presidency Circle, in his 
letter No. 2971 of 19th October, to the Chief Engineer, will afford 
accurate information regarding the state of the embankments, but on 
a rough estimate, about one-fburth to one-third of the earth-works have 
been destroyed, and some of the sluices have been injured or thrown 
down. 


7. The Kussoolpore Grolahs are reported as destroyed, but there 
has been no material loss of salt. The embankments from thence to 
Kedgeree have suffered seriously. There are several breaches, and the 
line of embankments have been greatly injured. At Cowcolly Light- 
house the water-line traced on the plaster of the wall was found 
by the Executive Engineer to be 13 feet from the ground, i. e., 6 
feet 4 inches above the crest of the Hooghly Dyke. It was at 
Kedgeree that the Post Master and Honorary Magistrate Mr. Botelho 
perished with his family. The house is reported as having, been entirely 
washed away- The Telegraph Office is seriously injured. The village 
itself and the Police Station have been washed away. The Police 
deserted their posts after the inundation had . subsided, leaying the 
country where their presence was most req^uired. None of the record 
have been recovered. 

8. The crops have been injured, but the extent of the injuiy 
cannot yet be ascertained. They are still looking green, though in some 
places the Collector remarks that they look yellow and of a darker 
color than natural.^^ It is estimated that the crop will be about half 
that of last season, i. e., a beegah of paddy will produce just half what 
it would have yielded had there been no gale, but no correct conclusion 
on this point can be drawn for some weeks to come. ' About Balooghatta 
the Collector reports that the crops are looking very impoverished^ and 
the outturn will in all probability be not more than a fourth of an 
ordinary harvest." In Doro Doomnan, which, from its peculiar situ- 
ation, suffered most severely, the ryots pleaded earnestly for remission 
of rent and assistance in the way of food ; the latter has been afforded 
in considerable quantities by the relief distributing dep6ts. The loss 
of life, both human and animal, was at first estimated at ten-sixteenths," 
The ryots have lost not only their crop, but their houses and property. 
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As the Pergunnah will, at an early date, come again under settlement, 
the Collector remarks whether it would not he for our own interest to 
allow such remission as would enable the tenants to procure cattle and 
commence cultivation. 

9. The Magistrate reports that most of the roads and bridges 
have been greatly damaged and injured. The work on the roads, irriga- 
tion works, and embankments, will occupy all available labor during 
the next two years,^^ and the Magistrate recommends that Government 
should at once undertake the repairs. Labor will doubtless be the best 
and most effectual mode of administering relief to the people, and would 
enable them to support themselves and free them from a feeling of 
dependence upon charity. 

10. The Magistrate of Midnapore and myself have placed ourselves 
in communication with the Cyclone Relief Pund Committee, and also 
with Mr. D. J. MoNeile, whose timely and judicious appointment has 
been of great service to the people in establishing distribution depdts 
along the right bank of the river between Ooloobariah and the Russool- 
pore River. Two River Steamers have been placed under his orders 
to convey food and clothing, and the relief afforded has been not only 
great, but judiciously administered. The reports of this Officer's pro- 
ceedings has been sent to the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, 
and need not to be alluded to by me in this place. 

11. Howbah. — ^In the Town of Howrah the loss of life is reported 
by the Police to be only ten, but this does not include those who were 
either drowned or crushed to death in the wrecks of ships and large 
boats along the banks of the river. The number of houses blown down 
and otherwise damaged is very large; in fact, few of the masonry 
buildings escaped injury, and several were blown down. The greatest 
loss has been amongst the fruit trees and gardens; in fact, the gardens 
in the Howrah District supplied a large share of the fruit sold in the 
Calcutta markets, and the loss to property in this respect has been very 
great; but the owners are generally wealthy, and the present loss is 
merely a temporary check to their annual income and profits. A mass 
of property from wrecks of boats and ships found floating on the river and 
along the banks of the river has been collected. The Magistrate esti- 
mates their value at Rs. 67,000. A notice has been published in 
the JBxchdngo Guzetts^ calling on the public having claims on any portion 
of the property to appear. Some claims have been made, which are 
under investigation. 
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12. The ^eatest amount of injury and distress in the interior, as 
at present ascertained, is mainly confined to the southern part of the 
Ooloobariah and Shampore Thannahs, or what is more generally known as 
the Pergunnah of Mundleghat between the Hamoodar and Koopnarain 
liivers. Baboo Heeraloll Seal is the largest proprietor, and has done 
much towards the relief of the distressed. In the more immediate 
neighbourhood of Ooloobariah the Rajah of Ondool is the principal pro- 
prietor, but I have been unable to ascertain that this gentleman has done 
anything in the matter of relief. The Magistrate, Mr. Craster, has 
placed himself in direct communication with the Secretary, Cyclone 
Belief Fund, and the District Superintendent, Mr. King, has proceeded 
throughout the affected parts ; but, as I above stated, in the absence of 
their report, I am unable to give the results of their proceedings. 

13. I would mention that the chief want appears to have been 
that of fresh water, the tanks on the river side having been injured by 
salt water, and those more inland jfeom the falling of trees into them. 
The steps first taken by the Relief Committee in this part seem to have 
been well calculated to afford relief, and have, I understand, been carried 
out in a more extended scale of operations. 

14}. Hooghlt. — The effects of the gale were felt throughout the 
district, but chiefly to the south and east. The loss of life registered 
by the Police is 112 ; but the Magistrate believes that many deaths 
have not been reported. The Thannahs which have suffered most are 
those of Bullagore and Serampore. A great number of ^Tative huts 
have been levelled with the ground. Many fruit trees have been com- 
pletely destroyed. To form an idea of the loss of trees, the Magistrate 
reports that 325 trees have been uprooted within a distance of two 
miles on the Grand Trunk Road. The sugar-cane crop has suffered greatly, 
only two -thirds of the average produce being expected to be realized. 
Little or no damage has been done to the rice crop. The jute crop, 
which is very extensive in this district, has fortunately been cut and 
carried away. From the quantity of leaves that have fallen into .the 
tanks, the water in very many of them has been discolored and rendered 
useless. The Magistrate has called the attention of the Landholders to 
adopt means to dear the tanks, the result of which has not been 
reported. The roads in the district have been much injured, and addi- 
tional funds to those hitherto allotted for their repair will be required. 
The destruction of trees in the villages in which the epidemic has been 
so destructive to human life will, I believe, be beneficial and have the 
effect of making in roads into the jungle, and thus staying the ravages 
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of fever. The attention of the Magistrate will be directed specially 
to this subject and to the employment of laborers in clearing the dense 
jungle described in J)r. Elliotts Report. 

15. BuRDWAir. — ^The Magistrate reports that the gale did but little 
damage in the district. The roads and public huldings have not been 
injured. At Calna a number of boats were wrecked on the river and 
necessarily much valuable property lost. 

16. At Burdwan itself the storm continued with little variation 
in one direction (north by north-east) , and without the sudden gusts of 
wind which proved so destructive in the parts more south. From the 
state of the country along the line of Railway, the violence of the 
Cyclone appears to have commenced at Pundooa and continued southward. 

17. Bbeebhoom:. — ^The Magistrate states that the storm was not 
any thing unusual ; no houses have been injured, and little or no damage 
occurred. 

18. Bancoobah. — ^In this district no injury was caused. At 
Raneegunge a strong wind prevailed, commencing about mid-day, but 
not sufficiently powerful to scop the despatch of the ordinary daily 
Train. 

19. I must apologize for the delay that has been occasioned in 
submitting this report, which, as stated at the commencement, has been 
occasioned by the absence of the Returns of the local Officers. Mr. 
Smith, the Magistrate of Midnapore, has been throughout the Divisions 
of Hidgelee and Tumlook and inspected all the affected, parts, but, 
owing to want of communication and great difficulties encountered by 
him in crossing the channels along the eastern banks, as well as the 
usual delay that occurs in communication between Midnapore and 
Burdwan, the delay has been inevitable. 


From the Hon'blb A. Eden, Secy, to Grovt. of Bengal, to Commr. 
of the Burdwan Division, — (No. 5284, dated 26th November 1864.) 

The Lieutenant Governor having had before him your letter No. 160, 
dated the 6th instant, desires me in reply to state that he considers the 
expiration given in your 2nd paragraph of the delay in reporting on the 
effects of the Cyclone in your Division to be very insufficient. You 
^ould have made yourself acquainted with what the Magistrate of 
Eowrah was doing, and should not have waited for -a month until in- 
formed incidentally by the Government that the Magistrate had reported 
direct on the subject. 
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2. Paragraphs 4 and 8 of your letter under acknowledgment, re- 
garding the loss of life in Midnapore and Tumlook^ are very indefinite. 
No estimate is given of the numler of lives lost. To say that a certain 
proportion of the population has heen destroyed is a very imperfect state- 
ment, since the number of the population itself is not stated; nor are the 
area and number of villages to which the statement refers mentioned. I 
am to request that you will be so good as to forward the Magistrate's 
Report and to famish a more detailed account of the number of villages 
and the extent of country injured by the storm, and of the loss of life 
and destruction of property, especially of crops, in each village. You 
are also requested to submit through the Board of Revenue any proposal 
you may have to make as to remission of rents in Doro Doomnun. 
You ought not to have submitted a casual remark of the Collector 
on this head, without, at the same time, giving an opinion yourself. 

3. You are requested to procure from the Magistrate and submit to 
Government a more detailed account of the conduct of the Police in de- 
serting their posts when their presence was necessary. You do not state 
what part the superior OflBLcers of Police took on the occasion, and how 
far they are implicated in the general charge you have brought against 
the Police in your paragraph 7, 

4. The Lieutenant Governor is of opinion that some more definite 
suggestion should have been made as to the employment of the people 
on the roads in Midnapore than that contained in your 9th paragraph, 
and you should explain the extent and mode in which it is thought 
expedient that the Government should give assistance of the kind 
indicated. 

5. I am also to request the submission, in foller detail, of a Report 
showing what measures were taken for the relief of the people, and for 
saving life and property by the Local Officers before Mr. McNeile^s 
appointment. Your Report contains no account of this or of any in- 
structions given by you for the same object. 

6- In paragraph 13 you offer no suggestion in regard to the pos- 
sible means of supplying the people with fresh water or of enabling them 
to supply themselves. I am to request that you will have the goodness 
to rectify this omission, and that Mr. McNeile'^s proceedings may be 
reported in detail. 

7. In reference to your 19th paragraph I am to repeat that the 
easons assigned by you for the delay in submitting the Report are, 
in the Lieutenant Governor's opinion, far from sufficient. His Honor 
does not understand what is meant by the expression in your concluding 
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paragraph of the usual delay that occurs in communication between 
Midnapore and Burdwan^^^ as the post does not take more than two 
days. 

8. It is probable. Hie Honor observes, that you may have taken 
active measures to collect information, and to urge your subordinates, 
especially those in the Districts of Midnapore and Howrah, to an active 
performance of their duty in this emergency, but there is no evidence 
in your report to warrant such a presumption, and this omission 
should, therefore, be supplied if it exists. The Magistrate of Midna- 
pore appears to have visited the distressed parts of his district as 
soon as possible, but of the measures adopted by him and by the other 
Officers, Administrative and Police, no meiition whatever is made. 


From S. C. Bavlet, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Secy, to 
Board of Revenue, Lower Porvinces, — (No. 5285, dated 2Gtli 
November 1864.) 

I am directed to forward the aecompaying extract, paragraphs 5, 
6, and 7, of a letter from Commissioner of Burdwan, No. 160, dated 
the 6th instant, and to request that the Board will be so good as to 
submit, for the Lieutenant Governor's information, a report in detail on 
ihe loss of salt, &c., at the different depdts situated within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Burdwan Division, and also at those of the Cuttack Division, 
during the Cyclone. 


Prom V. H. Sohaloh, Bscj., Offg. Commr. of Police, Calcutta to 
Se<gr. to Govt, of Bengal,— (No. ia 87 , dated 17th October I864'.) 

« following remarks for the informa- 

tion ot His Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, in reply to voiir 
letter No. 4130 T of 11th instant. ^ 


2. The Lieutenant Governor has, through the medium of the 

new^apers, been made so fully acquainted with the effects of the storm 

XU ttie Eumpean portion of the town, that I can add nothing worthy of 

notice. It is sufficient to say that although much injury was caused to 

by Hie violence of the gale, and several people 

received mjuries by the partial falHng of houses, as shoL 

1 J calamitous 

as might have been expected, either to life or property. 
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3. The northern or Native portion of the city suffered much less 
than would have been supposed. It is true that many houses were des- 
troyed or partially so^ but any thing like a general destruction of pro- 
perty and levelling of houses did not take place. In the Northern 
Police Division the bulk of the Native houses, which are built of mud 
and bamboo, were blown down, and in the Suburbs also all or nearly all 
the huts which are there of a more fragile description, amounting to 
many thousands, were blown to the ground. 

4. They are now, I have seen, rapidly being re-built, chiefly with 
the old materials, and I have no reason to believe that any great distress 
exists amongst the late occupiers, or that any special measures of relief 
are necessary for their assistance. 

5. The bulk of the people whose houses were blown down are 
laboring men ; the demand for unskilled labor has been so great since 
the storm and the rates of labor so enhanced, a eooly getting from ten 
annas to one Rupee per diem, that I am justified in thinking this class 
of the people may now be in even a better position pecuniarily than 
before the hurricane. 

6. I may add that the streets, both in the Native and European 
portion of the town, were clean on the day or second day after the 
storm, and even on the night of the day on which the storm took 
place, the streets were, in very few cases, entirely obstructed, and then 
so generally by the falling of trees. The Deputy Commissioner of 
Police on the night of the storm rode through the Chitpore Hoad to 
Bang Bazar, and states he could have easily driven his buggy through. 
Indeed, on the following morning, I drove through the same road and 
most of the principal and many of the lesser streets. 

7. Just after the abatement of the hurricane, a fire broke out 
among the straw boats at Bang Bazar. The fire Engines were at once 
sent up and succeeded in preventing the fire from crossing the Chitpore 
Hoad, and it subsided after burning some straw boats and jute stored on 
the bank of the river, to the extent in value of some Hs. 40,000, but 
none of the Shipping caught fire. 

8. It is impossible to overrate or exaggerate the dreadful loss of 
property that occurred on the river. 

The enqxiiries of the Police enable me to state that the loss of life 
on the river was not so great as might have been expected and as was at 
first supposed to have occurred. Only three deaths have been up to this 
time reported or can be ascertained to have occurred. One, that of the 

la 



Captain of the Azemia^ who was drowned while endeavouring to pass 
from the vessel to another ship, and two of apprentices, one on board 
the Govindpore and the other on board the Aphrodia, 

9. A large portion of the Native boats were dashed to pieces on 
the shore, because most of them were brought alongside the banks 
before the increasing violence of the wind made the river dangerous. I 
do not think any large number of Natives were drowned, and the Police 
have received no reports of any such occurrences. 

10. The River Police Boats and Hulks and the Ferash Establish- 
ment Boats have all been destroyed, and we have not one of the former 
serviceable, but there was no loss of life in the Force on the river. 

11. I shall report more fully on the subject hereafter. 

12. I suggested that the Committee of the Sailors^ Home should 
be convened. This was done, and no time was lost in devising means for 
the relief of the ship-wrecked Sailors, who have been housed and well 
cared for from the first. The great demand for labor on board the 
damaged ships has enabled these men, in many instances, to make their 
own terms. They have in many cases been receiving as much as 
Bs. 5 per diem. • 

13. Fifty Sailors were taken on as additional Constables after the 

storm, and have done good service in protecting and collecting wrecked 
property on the Strand, and preventing the, plunder of wrecks cast on 
shore. * 

14. As soon as the present demand for labor ceases, some steps must 
be taken to send home the Sailors who have lost their ships. This is a 
subject to which I will revert on a future occasion when more reliable 
information can be obtained of the number of Seamen thrown out of 
employ. 

15. The Strand bank was much obstructed by cargo and cargo 
boats washed ashore. Much of this became very offensive from exposure 
to the sun when damp. 

16. Two hundred coolies were employed working in gangs under 
the Police and succeeded in clearing the bank as far as can be done. It 
will probably be necessary to blow up the wrecks at present lying all 
along the bank. 

17. I may mention, with reference to your letter No. 4184 T of 
12th instant, that I have already ordered a reward of Rs. lOO, which 
h^ b^n given to the Sailor James Cleary, who swam out at the risk of 
his life with a rope to the ship-wrecked crew of the Govindpore, 
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by whicli means they were all saved, except the apprentice who had 
previously died, and whose body was recovered on the following day. 
The Deputy Commissioner has also written to procure him the Royal 
Humane Society's Medal. 

18. First Class Inspector McDonell, who had been sent to Diamond 
Harbour by the Deputy Commissioner to apprehend a criminal in a case 
of much importance, was drowned in the storm wave ; his remains were 
found in the fields five miles from Diamond Harbour by two Inspectors 
sent down for the purpose of tracing him. He was an excellent OflGlcer 
and is a great loss to the Force, and a special report regarding a pro- 
vision for his widow will shortly be submitted. 

19. I am engaged in company with the Deputy Commissioner in 
visiting the several Police Stations in the town and suburbs, and will, 
on completion of our inspection, submit a report regarding their con- 
dition. In the mean time I have directed the sheds used for the accom* 
modation of the Native Policemen to be put up again where blown 
down. 

20. The effects of the gale within the town and suburbs has been 
almost entirely restricted to the destruction of huts and trees, and though 
the reconstruction of them may press upon the poorer class, the ease 
does not seem one calling for any general measure of relief. Some con* 
siderable sum of money has been expended in entertaining an additional 
Force and on the other measures above detailed, a portion of which will 
be met from the additional Constables^ Fund, and the greater portion of 
the remainder by salvage on goods rescued by the Police, and by the sale 
of unclaimed property. 

21. In conclusion I beg to bring to the notice of His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal the good conduct of the Police generally 
within the town, who have worked indefatigably, and to recommend 
the grant of a week^s salary as a gratuity to all ranks of the Executive 
Police, from Superintendents downwards. 
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From S. C. Bayley, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Commr. 
of Police, Calcutta, — (No. 4526, dated 27tli October 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge tbe receipt of your letter No. 1287, 
dated tbe 7tb instant, reporting on tbe injury caused by tbe late Cyclone 
to life and property in tbe town and its suburbs. 

2. In reply 1 am desired to state tbat tbe Lieutenant Governor 
approves of your proceedings, and I am to express His Honoris satisfac- 
tion at tbe good conduct of tbe PoKce and tbeir praise-wortby exertions 
in saving life and property and in restoring order after tbe hurricane. 

3. Witb reference to paragraph 14 of your letter I am to request 
tbat you will communicate witb the Sailors*^ Home Committee in regard 
to tbe case of tbe Sailors whose vessels have been lost, and tbat you will 
report hereafter, for His Honoris information, what it may be necessary 
to do on tbe subject. Tbe provisions of tbe Mercantile Marine Act are 
probably applicable to the case of men thrown out of employment by 
tbe loss of tbeir vessels. 

4. If there be any cases within tbe town or suburbs of Calcutta 
to which tbe funds at tbe disposal of tbe Cyclone Committee for the relief 
of those who are suffering from tbe effects of tbe hurricane may be 
legitimately applied, tbe Liexitenant Governor desires tbat you will bring 
them to tbe notice of tbe Committee, and give tbe Committee all tbe 
assistance in your power in dispensing relief where it may be required. 


From Lieut. Colonel J. P. Beadle, e. e.. Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, 
in tbe P. W. Dept., to Secy, to Govt, of India, P. W. Dept., 
— (No. 4927, dated 19tb October 1864.) 

With reference to tbe accompanying copy of a letter from tbe 
Deputy Master Attendant in charge. No. 2378, dated tbe 17tb instant, 
I am directed to report, for tbe orders of tbe Government of India, that 
Lieutenant Wallace, R. e., who bad been relieved from duty witb tbe 
Department of Public Works in Bengal, and who was on tbe point of 
leaving Calcutta for Boorkee, has been detained, tbe services of an 
Engineer Officer being indispensably necessary for tbe removal of wrecks 
from tbe bed of tbe Hoogbly, and otherwise assisting tbe Garrison 
Engineer during tbe pressure caused by tbe late hurricane. 
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Prom Captain H. Howb^ Depy. Master Attendant in chargee, to Socy. 
to Govt, of Bengal:, in the P. W. Dept.^ — (No. 2378^ dated 17th 
October 1864.) 

I have the honor to bring to the notice of His Honor the Lieuten- 
ant Governor of Bengal that the wreck of the Ship Govhulporey now 
lying off the Custom House Ghat, forms a dangerous obstruction to the 
navigation of the Port, and would suggest that measures be adopted to 
have her blown up. 


Prom Lieut, Colonel J. P. Beadle, b. e.. Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, 

in the P. W. Dept., to Supdg. Engr., Presidency Circle, — (No. 

6021, dated 21st October 1864.) 

The Lieutenant Governor has issued instructions that measures shotdd 
be at once taken for employing immediately on the repairs of tlie 
embankments in the Hidgelee, Midnapore, and Hooghly Districts, on 
ordinary wages, the whole of the population which may be in want of 
work and of food. The Executive Engineers should make it generally 
known that all such persons can obtain employment on the embankments 
in question in the neighbourhood of the sites of their villages. 

2. It is an object to provide a ready means of earning a subsistence 
to the people suffering from the hurricane, and, although it would not be 
wise to pay them increased wages, there need not be the usual strict 
exaction at first of the amount of labour to be done for the day's wages, 
and all the people calling for work should be employed, including women 
and little children. 


Prom Lieut. Colonel J. P. Beadle, e. b.. Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, 
in the P. W. Dept., to Ofig, Supdg. Engr., South-Eastern Circle,— 
(No. 6022, dated 21st October 1864.) 

The Lieutenant Governor has issued instructions that measures 
should be at once taken for employing, immediately on repairs of the 
embankments in the 24-Pergunnahs District, on ordinary wages, the 
whole of the population which may be in want of work and of food. 
The Executive Engineers should make it generally known that all such 
persons can obtain employment on the embankments in question in the 
neighbourhood of the sites of their villages. 

2. It is an object to provide a ready means of earning a subsistence 
to the people suffering from the hurricane ; and, although it would not 
be wise to pay them increased wages, there need not be the usual strict 
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exaction at first of the amount of labour to .be done for the day^s wages, 
and all the people calling for work should be employed, including women 
and little children. 


From Lieut. Colonel J. P. Beadle, a. e.. Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, 
in the P. W. Dept., to Supdg. Engr. of the Presidency Circle, — 
(No. 5090, dated 26th October 1864.) 

In continuation of my endorsement No. 4926, dated the 19th 
instant, I am directed to forward a copy of a letter from the Deputy- 
Master Attendant, No. 2433, dated the 22nd instant, and to request that 
you will desire the Garrison Engineer of Port William to adopt, in com- 
munication with the Marine Authorities, whatever measures may be 
required for the removal of wrecks which obstruct the navigation of the 
Hooghly B/iver. 

2. The expenses that may be incurred on this account will be 
debited to the Port Fund. 

3. It will be seen from the accompanying copy of a letter 
No. 4927 of the 19th instant, to the Government of India, in the Public 
Works Department, that the services of Lieutenant Wallace have been 
retained for the above duty, and for otherwise aiding the Garrison 
Engineer at present. 


From Captain H. Howe, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, in the P. W. Dept., — (No. 2433, dated 22nd 
October 1864.) 


As the vessels marginally 

Vespasian .. T 

Ville de St. Vierre ... I Below Howrah 

Ajse^nia ^ **'1 

Tug Steamer lAnnesb ,. J 

Tug Steamer Satellite off Colvin’s 
Ghat, partly in the Channel, 

Ship Lad^ FmnMin off Prinsep’s 
Ghat, on Sumatra Sand, on the edge of 
the Channel. 

Lew Ch&uj, on the edge of Goosery 
Sand. 


noted below Howrah Ghat are danger- 
ously obstructing and impeding the 
navigation of the Port, I have the 
honor to request the favor of your 
moving His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor to issue the necessary in- 
structions to have them blown up 
under Section 23 of Act XXII of 
1855. 
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BVom Lieut. Coeonei. J. P. Beadtjb, e. b., Sucy. to Govt, of Bengal, 
in the P. W. Dept., to Scey. to Asiatic Society, — (No. 5364 j, dated 
31st October 1864. 

I am directed to forward a copy of a Note on the course and 
progress of the late hurricane^ which has been drawn np by the Chief 
Engineer of Bengal. 

The Lieutenant Governor is glad to learn that the Asiatic 
Society has taken steps to secure the preparation of a complete account 
of this hurricane ; to further this object, the Master Attendant has been 
requested to furnish the Society with all the information on the subject 
collected in his Department. The Chief Engineer of Bengal will also 
make over to the Society, for perusal, the Departmental Reports received 
from various points descriptive of the occurrences observed during the 
period of the storm. 


Erom Lieut. Colonel J. P. Beadle, r. b.. Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, 
in the P. W. Dept., — (No. 5^64, dated 2nd November 18G4.) 

Copy of the following, with the three letters from Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Eraser, and a Sketch, in original^ forwarded to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal for consideration and orders. 

2. The letter from the Government of India, in the Public Works 
Department, No. of 19th August last, which is alluded to, has 
reference to a project for the construction of wet docks, &c., in this 
city proposed to be carried out by the OalonUa Wet Docks and Wharves 
Com^ang Dimited/^ whose application on the subject is in consideration 
in this Department. 


Proceedings of His Excellency* the Govr. Genl. of India in, Council, 
P. W. Dept., — (No, 0985 C, dated 27th October 1864.) 
Improvement of the conveniences of the Port of Calcutta. 

Read the three following letters from the Superintendent of Light- 
houses, on the subject of improving the conveniences of the Port of 
Calcutta by means of quays, jetties, tramways, and screw moorings 

No. 220 C, dated 7th October 1864. 

„ 221 C, ,, 10th „ yy 

„ 222 C, „ 13th „ 

Order.— Ordered, that the foregoing papers be forwarded, in origi- 
nal, to the Government of Bengal for consideration, in connection with 
the general subject of the improvement of the Port of Calcutta, which 
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is before the Lieutenant Governor, (vide letter from the Government of 
India, in the Public Works Department, No. dated 19th August 

1864,) with the remark that Lieutenant Colonel Fraser^s suggestions as 
to screw moorings have already been forwarded for the consideration of 
Government in the Home (Marine) Department. 


Form Lieut. Colonel A. Fraser, r. e*, Supdt. of Lighthouses, to 

Under Secy, to Govt, of India^ P. W. Dept., — (No. C, dated 

7th October 1864.) 

I have long thought it highly desirable that the style of moorings 
used for mooring the vessels in the river off Calcutta might be advant- 
ageously and economically altered, but have considered it useless to 
propose anything which would entail an expensive change, while there 
was nothing to support views likely to cause such cost. 

2. Observing, however, the fatal effects of the late (6th October) 
gale on the magnificent Shipping in this river, and estimating the cost 
at which the disasters must be repaired, it is well worth enquiry as to 
how the vessels generally parked from their moorings, and as to 
whether an improvement cannot be made in the method of such moor- 
ing by which the chances of safety to the ships may be much increased. 

3. I do not exactly know the system upon which the Calcutta 
moorings are laid down, but it is probable that more efficient moorings on 
the screw system might be gradually substituted at one-tenth of the cost. 

4. There can be, I think, no doubt of the superior holding power 
of screws over every other description of mooring. It was stated, at a 
discussion at the Institution of Civil Engineers in 1 848 by Mr. Brooks^ 
the Engineer of the Corporation of Newcastle -on-Tyne, that ^^the 
Corporation had purchased the right of putting down screw moorings 
in that river, and had carried the system out to a considerable extent. 
General benefit was experienced by the increased facilities afforded for 
the Shipping, and, on the occasion of a very heavy storm which occurred, 
when nearly a thousand ships were wind-bound in the river, and the 
greatest consternation prevailed, not a single mooring gave way, al- 
though they were all fearfully tried, and not ten pounds^ worth of dam- 
age was done, whilst, in the neighbouring Port of Sunderland, injury was 
sustained to the extent, he believed, of nearly thirty thousand pounds.-^*^ 
Supposing the moorings to be in fault, we might congratulate ourselves 
indeed, could the same thing have been said on the 6th of October 1864 
of the moorings in Calcutta. 


13 
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6. Screw moorings might possibly be objected to where there was 
any chance of a heavy jerking sea by which the hold in the ground 
might he loosened, but, in a river like that at Calcutta, where the 
strain is constant, I am of opinion that no mooring can equal them, 
whether for safety or economy of money and space. Captain Washing- 
ton, B. E., wrote as follows to the Secretary of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers in 1848 : — I have also seen the screw moorings laid down in 
the Clyde both at Glasgow and at Greenock, in the Humber and the 
I^e, and in all places have heard them well spoken of ; those in the 
Ttyne, I have reason to believe, have already saved some thousands of 
pounds^ worth of Shipping from damage. As a Sailor fully alive to the 
value of good ground tackle, I strongly recommend their use in all har- 
bours in which space is an object, and in what harbour is it not 

6. It is possible that such a hurricane as we had the day before 
yesterday may not occur again for many years, but it may occur again 
next year, and I think I have said enough at present to show that these 
would be use in enquiry. The enquiry would be almost confined to three 
simple questions ; one at Home ^ — Do the advantages of the screw pile 
moorings laid down within the last twenty years justify their use out here 
in lieu of the* present moorings Two in Calcutta ^ — Did the fixtures to 
which the mooring chains were fastened move or Did the chains 
part ?" If the former, screw moorings should be without a doubt sub- 
stituted as soon as possible. 

7. Bearing on the same subject, I should be very much inclined, 
on the score of economy and certainty, to recommend fixed screw pile 
beacons for marking the channels generally in this river in lieu of the 
expensive buoys and moorings now used. 

8. And lastly, I would notice a difficulty that has been noticed a 
hundred times before, but which I have not yet seen any attempt to 
overcome, and that is the great want of facility in loading and unload- 
ing ships. Every one knows the cost and risk of the present mode, 
and now that so many hundreds of boats have been destroyed, the difficulty 
will be enhanced. I have heard the ^plan proposed of having fioating 
piers like that at Liverpool, &e., &c., &c., but a good standing wharf will, 
for the purpose required, be better than any floating pier for the simple 
reason that the floating pier is always at the same distance below the deck 
of a ship, whereas a standing pier is only at that distance at the top of 
high water, so that in one case, where you have always to lift or lower 
through say twenty feet to load or unload a ship, in the other, you have 
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only to lift or lower through that distance at high water. Why not, there- 
fore, build gradually a continuous screw pile wharf from Armenian G-h&t 
down to the Dock-yard, with projections to the side of every tier of ships, 
and with a good tramway on the bank side. The expense wotild be com- 
paratively small if built gradually on a general plan, and the returns on 
each one hundred feet done would probably pay in two years the next 
hundred feet. There is no doubt in my mind that this arrangement 
would wholly answer the purpose in view, while the small cost and early 
completion of any portion would bring in very large returns to complete 

the remainder, and eventually to form a large 
fund whereby a more permanent quay* might 
possibly be built. 


♦ Or Wet Docks, see P. S. 

A. P. 


P. S. — I am aware that Wet Docks have been proposed as a panacea 
for aU evils likely to accrue to the Shipping in the river, but it is hard 
to see that, with ships well moored, and the banks well quayed, we shall 
not obtain nearly all the advantages of Wet Docks at an expense which 
will not put an incubus^*^ in the trade for generations. And the ar- 
rangement I have proposed (paragraph 8), both facile and speedy, while 
benefitting all, will, as it seems to me, produce a revenue which hereafter 
will enable the city to build the docks for such portion of the Shipping* 
as may require it. 


From Lieut. Colonel A. Fraser, e. b., Supdt. of Lighthouses, to 
Under Secy, to Govt, of India, P. W. Dept., — (No. 22,1 C, dated 
10th October 1864.) 

In continuation of my letter No. ^20 C, dated 8th October 1864, 
regarding screw moorings, screw pile beacons, and a screw pile wharf for 
the whole river frontage of Calcutta, I have the honor to state that, from 
the following calculations, it would seem to be worth the while of any 
Company or of the Municipality to undertake the wharf and probably 
the moorings too. 

2. The cost of a screw pile wharf, four feet above high water mark, 
carried generally, say, to six feet of water at low water, with projections 
carried generally to eighteen feet of water at low water to the sides of 
vessels of ordinary tonnage, and such projections finished off with 
bridges for the deepest ships, would certainly not cost more than firom 
£44 to £50 a foot of river bank. Say, for illustration, the frontage ex- 
tended three miles or 5,280 X 3 = 15,840 feet, the total cost would be, say, 
15,840 X £50 = £792,000, or say £800,000. Say, with the increased 
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facilities of dischargings and loading a ship required to be fifteen days 
alongside, and, taking the extreme length of a ship at 800 feet, the 
wharf would take alongside 15,840 X 800 = say fifty ships every fifteen 
days, or 100 ships per month. Assume 800 tons as the average tonnage 
of the ships, and we have lOO X 12 X 800 X 2 = 1,920,000 tons as 
the quantity of goods loaded and imloaded per annum. Considering 
the saving of time (which is money) and risk, I do not suppose 
that Es. 2 per ton would be considered a heavy wharfage charge in 
comparison with the cost and risk of loading and unloading goods now 
incurred in boats. On this rough calculation, the wharf would bring in 
19,20,000 X 2=Es. 38,40,000 per annum as interest on the original out- 
lay, and this is 48 per cent. Tolls on passengers, on goods landed from In- 
land Steamers and Native boats, which could all lie conveniently (with- 
out the chance of being crushed as at present) in 6 feet of water, in the 
bags between the projections to 18 feet of water, would far more than 
pay for repairs and maintenance. 


3. The above calculations are more put forward to draw attention 
to the subject, and have no pretence to strict accuracy, though I do not 
think they will be found very far wrong. I have not tinae to go into the 
cost of the wharf more than I have done, but it is easily done by any 
Engineer, and the other calculations can he put right by any merchant. 


4. As a part of the scheme, and as likely to he also remunerative, 
the teamway mentioned in my former letter should he formed running in 
the inner side of the wharf, but outside the ghUts from the Railway Sta- 
tion to the Government Dock-yard, the crossing at Tolly's Nullah being 
formed by a teaversmg bridge to allow of ingress and egress to boats, &e. 
Such a tramway would bring or take all goods from any part of the river 
ba^,tu^tables being given opposite each projection to eighteen feet 
water. The wharf need in no way interfere with bathing ghats. 


+T, ^ probably be more convenient 

iliat a double line of ships should be moored near the centre of the river, 

and moon^ laid down along the wharf frontage for only a single Kne of 
v^els to 1^ and unload. Loaded ships going to sea giving place to 

bfZrial? vT/"" projections (to 18 feet of water) might 

toe lauaed, tbe wharf would be covered in. 


^orild answer 
^ less%.pen^ witiiout a 

ftoubt Qf Its success, and with a certainty of quicker returns. 
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7* It wotild be best for tbe Municipality to undertalce the work 
themselves. Half the work could be finished in three years^ and the returns 
on the capital expended would enable the Municipality to get easily the 
remainder of the money, and eventually to devote the large returns which 
may reasonably be expected to other improvements. Mfteen lakhs a year 
for five years would complete the work^ and for the cost of every portion 
finished ample interest would be secured. But the work should be com- 
menced on a general place from the north, having eventually the entire 
river bank in view. And the tramway on the inside, and the screw 
moorings on the outside, should be carried south simultaneously with the 
wharf. 

8. I may state, with reference to my former remarks on screw 
moorings (letter No. 220 C), that I see it stated that this system of 
mooring has been recently adopted by the Admiralty at Portsmouth and 
Holyhead ; that the Thames Conservators have had an extensive system 
of them laid down ; that they have been adopted in some of the principal 
harbours of the United Kingdom ; and that they were employed most 
satisfactorily^' by the late Sir William Oubitt in mooring the large land« 
ing stage in the Mersey, at Liverpool. 

9. Having forty or fifiy distinct landing places and loading wharf 
for heavy and light craft, for passengers and goods by steamers or ships, 
will also, as it seems to me, eliminate that element of dire ccmfusion 
which now seems to disturb and obstruct the very important business in 
a large commercial city of loading and unloading ships at the river bank. 

10. If the Government thought there was no impunity in so doing, 
I would suggest that a copy of this and my former letter No. 220 C be 
forwarded for opinion to the Chamber of Commerce. 

Note. — Prom the Commercial Annual of 1864#, I gather that the 
external trade of Bengal was as follows : — 



Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Imports 

1,376 

917,102 

Exports 

1,279 

882,166 

Total 

2,655 

1,799,268 


so that the calculations so far in the 2nd paragraph may weU stand, for, 
though I have put down 1,920,000 tons as the amount of tonnage upon 
which wharf dues would be chargeable, more than the difference would 
probably be obtained upon tonnage landed and embarked in the internal 
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trade. I have not provided for a sufficient number of ships, for I have 
supposed only 1,BOO ships to come alongside in the year, whereas the re- 
turn shows 3,655 require to be accommodated ; but I have averaged each 
ship at 300 feet long and of 800 tons, but ships of 300 feet length are 
the exception, not the average, and smaller vessels would not take half 
the time alongside : this is a mere matter of detail not alfecting the 
general question. 

The value of Imports in 1863-64 was ... Rs. 16,60,62,614 
„ „ Exports „ was ... „ 33,92,62,286 


Total Rs. 40,53,24,899 


and I have calculated Rs. 38,40,000 as the cost of putting the above value 
of exports safely and quickly on hoards and. the above value of imports 
safely and quickly in Irnid^ and this is nearly 1 per cent, on the total value. 
The question seems to be therefore — Can the merchant afford to pay for 
a safe, speedy, and efficient arrangement for loading and unloading his 
merchandize 1 per cent, instead of what he has to pay now for an unsafe, 
slow, and inefficient arrangement ? And this is a question that the mer- 
chant can best answer. 


I!rom Lieut. Colonbi. A. Feasee, e. b,, Supdt. of Lighthouses, to 
Under Secy, to Govt, of India, P. W. Dept., — (No. 222 C, dated 
18th October 1864.) 

Having a Schedule of prices hy Mr. Wells (who, I believe, con- 
tracted to build the IMadras Pier) of some of the iron work required for a 
screw pile pier, and feeling that such arrangements as I proposed in my 
previous letters Nos. 220 C and 221 C wiU, if carried ont, be of great 
benefit to the community of Calcutta, I do not hesitate to forward to you 
a rough Statement of the probable cost of properly accommodating ships 
(with a rough Sketch of what I mean) as a verification of the rate I 
gave m my letter No. 221 C per running foot of river bank, viz., £60. 

2. I heUeve in this Statement of cost I have fuMy provided for 
everything, and on going more closely into it the result is more favorable 
fhau I at first thought. 

4 . 4 .^' ^ cursory view of the rivCT bank, I do 

not think It will be necessary to run the general line of wharf beyond low 
water, as thence the bank drops very suddenly to deep water. I have 
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therefore combined the general wharf and the tramway, which, while 
not interfering (scarcely in any way) with existing arrangements, will 
give fifty-four feet more of strand road, and for nearly the same price 
(£800,000) as mentioned in my letter No. 221 C. I am able to provide 

See aimexed Note on mein- *^0 means of putting goods on board ships 
tenioice, &c. from almost the doors of the godowns at (1) 

one per cent, on the value of the goods, while paying those who carry 
out the plan over (40) forty per cent. It is probable also that, in fixing 
the length of the projecting piers at 144 feet from low water, I have 
gone beyond what wiU actually be required, but I have done so with a 
view of being certainly on the safe side as regards cost. 


4. The Grovernment having allowed the Madras Pier to be built, 
which, though of considerable convenience, can scarcely ever pay, as no 
ship can go alongside, and therefore the cost of shipment into boats 
and landing from boats are not saved, I can scarcely suppose that they 
will not give consideration to a project which, as it seems to me on 
reasonable calculations, will certainly, if those calculations are nearly 
correct, re-pay itself in three years, while the piers are not exposed to 
any risk of destruction. 


5. Besides the high percentage directly paid on this proposed^ 
outlay, it is perhaps scarcely necessary to point out the many ways it 
will pay indirectly y but I will mention one or two which are of import- 
ance. Mrety — ^it will set free perhaps some 20,000 people now 

employed in dinghees, cargo boats, in loading and unloading them, in 
loading and unloading and driving hackeries, and numbers of artificers 
employed in building and repairing these boats and carriages, and direct 
their labor towards other branches of industry, and thereby cheapen 
the labor market. In a highly civilized country it may doubtless be a 
matter of consideration whether a number of laborers should be thrown 
out of employment in any particular branch, but, in a country in a 
highly progressive state, it must be of great advantage to reduce labor 
by improvement in one branch, and direct it to improvement in another. 
Secondy — it will probably reduce the time which vessels need to stay 
in this port from forty to twenty days. Third y — ^it will probably much 
reduce the Harbour Master's and River Police Establishments, and will 
certainly cause savings to the State in the Qiuarter Miaster Oeneral, 
Deputy Army Commissariat, Ordnance Commissariat, and Customs Com- 
missariat, and finally the long line of well-lighted piers will add much 
to the appearance of the city and to the convenience and safety of its 
inhabitants and Shipping. 
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6. There are doubtless proper sections^ &c., already taken of the 
river bank with longitudinal levels, but if not, now is the time to do it, 
while the river side is unencumbered with ships, with a view of laying 
down a precise plan and obtaining a precise estimate. 

7. To those who would object to this screw pile scheme on the score 
of want of permanency, I would remark that it is the quickest way of 
accommodating the commerce of the port, as well as the quickest way of 
getting a return for the money expended. If the work were placed in 
the hands of a River TrusV^ the money gained would give funds 

at the rate of some 30 lakhs of Rupees per 
See Note on establishment . ... -.i . a 

and maintenance and income annum wherewith either to term a permanent 

accompanying. inside tramway or a permanent outside 

quay-wall, while the screw pile platform would form the very best 

position from which to execute such works. The materials being ready, 

300 feet of screw pile pier might be done per month, and every part 

done would bring immediate returns. 


8. In conclusion, therefore, I say that the arrangements I have 


Noth. — ^T he enclosed State* 
xnent only includes screw moor- 
ings for ships alongside the 
wharf in detail, and merely a 
Inmp sum for the other moor- 
ings. 


sketched, together with proper screw moor- 
ings for the entire Shipping ever likely to 
be in the Port, could be carried out and laid 
down for, say in round numbers, one million 
sterling, and that they would bring in a 


return of over 40 per cent, after the lapse of five years. The best plan 


to raise the money would be for a River Trust^^ to raise the money 
in the market in instalments of £200,000 per annum for five years on 


Debentures at an interest of say 6 per cent., with a currency of eight, 
seven, six, five, and four years respectively, guaranteed on the Port 


dues, and re-payable at the option of the Trust at the expiration of 
those periods. In eight years then from the commencement of the 


work the " Trust" would be in a position to pay off its liabilities (taking 
into consideration returns in parts of the work intermediately finished), 
and have at its disposal, after deducting 10 per cent, for maintenance 


See annexed Note on mainte- repair, a yearly sum of at least 30 lakbs 

nance and rep.5M,&e. B,upees to taTie in hand (as in last para- 

graph) more permanent arrangements, while in the mean while it will 
have perfectly accommodated the Shipping and the commerce generally 
of the Port. I include a note of the probable ultimate cost of main- 
tai^g the pier and moorings with a Memorandum of the probable 
savings on present mode of shipping and landing goods to complete the 
subject. 
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9. I should mention that the distance apart at which I have placed 
the screws for moorings in the Sketch is subject to correction. 

P. S. — Should this project be thought worthy of consideration by 
His Excellency the Viceroy^ I would request that my previous letters. 
Nos. 2aOC and 221C, with this and its accompaniments, might be 
printed together as showing the entire plan proposed by me. 


Statement of worh to he done and cost to accompany Lieut, Colonel 
Fraser^ s letter Fb, 222^ of the \2>th October 1864. 

The work to be done according to the accompanying Sketch is as 
follows : — - 

1. To build a facing wall along the whole left bank of the river 
where required,- at about three-quarters tide from the Bailway Station 
to the Government Dock- Yard, with masonry back projections opposite 
each pier to receive the two inch tie rods connecting the piles forming 
the piers. 

2. To fill in behind this wall level with the top, which is to be 
four feet above high-water mark, spring T. 

3. At fifteen feet from the face of this wall to run a line of piles 
six inch drain, screwed the ground with MitchelPs screws. This line of 
piles to be connected with the wall and with each other (except the 
wall connections opposite the piers, which will be of two inch iron,) by 
diagonal one and a half inch rod iron traces. 

4. At twelve feet from the first row of piles a second row to run 
eleven feet with the last, and connected with each other and the first 
line in like manner. 

5. At twelve feet from the second line a third row of piles con- 
nected in a similar manner. 

6. At fifteen feet from the third line a fourth row of piles con- 
nected in a similar manner. 

7. Commencing at a convenient spot near the Bailway Station 
on left bank to run out at convenient intervals not exceeding 300 feet 
from centre to centre, screw pile piers averaging 144 feet long by forty- 
eight feet broad, consisting of piles eight inch drain of from thirty to 
fifty feet long with Mitchell^s screws having (where necessary) the 
patent saw edges. Five lines of piles twelve feet apart, connected to- 
gether longitudinally and transversely with two inch rod iron diagonal 

14 
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braces, and the two outer bays further braced and shutted by T. iron 
braces at the level of low water. ' Each pier to be finished off with teak 
timber fender piles 12” X 12. 

8. The heads of the piles to be arranged with iron cups to receive 
tiMi.V timber girders, over which teak joists, and the whole finished off 
with three inch planTring one inch apart. Bailings of four inch standard 
with three inch di^nal bracing foot and hand rail to be given ; steps of 
open cast iron work to be given as per Sketch. 

9. The inner half (seventy-two feet) of each pier to be covered in 
lightly with corrugated iron patched roofs for the protection of perish- 
able goods, for Police Stations and Toll Collectors. 

10. The piers and tramway to be lighted with gas, and pipes to be 
laid along the piers in connection with the Town water-supply (when 
in existence) for watering Ships. 

11. Along the whole length of the centre bays of the piers and 
wharf a double line of tramway of the Indian Railway guage to be 
given. My calculation shows that 100 tons per diem will be loaded 
and unloaded at each pier, take each truck to carry on an average three 
tons, and to make six trips per diem, six up and six down, we shall re- 
quire six (6) trucks to each pier, or 800 trucks for goods. Sidings to be 
given at convenient places. The tramway turn-tables to be given oppo- 
site each pier to tom the trucks into the piers. Standing and moveable 
cranes to be given at convenient places. It is well to have the tram- 
ways in the piers on the wner bags, while the moveable cranes run upon 
rails on tilie outer halves (seventy-two feet) of the piers to pick up all 
goods from boats, &c., as well as from Ships. 

12. Between the piers, and simultaneously with their construction, 
screw moorings to be laid on the plan shown roughly in the Sketch. 



Probable Cost of the above. 
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Probable Cost of the ahovey — contimied* 
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Demi-official letter from Liet3T. Colonel A. PhasbBj b. b., Supdt. of 

liightlionses, to Under Secy, to Govt, of India^ P, W. Dept.j 

(dated loth October 1864.) 


I made a mistake in my note of establishment for tramways, &c., 
which accompanied my letter No. 222 C, and which I‘ altered in the 
detail, and not in the totals at the end of the note. Would you kindly 
coiTect this for me ? 


I don’t know whether the information about Government of India 
having decided upon going in for jetties was intended to stop my plan, 
but it is easy to show that you can^t build jetties without a tramway, or 
a tramway without jetties, with any useM effect. 

1. You know that the chief godowns of this Port are situated at 
the end (the north) of a long line of ships moored along the bank, and 
that this distance (south) is three miles. That jetties should be gen- 
erally useful you mmt build them along the wlole line at the distance 
apart of a ship’s length. You thus increase the principal cost of ship- 
ping goods, i. e., Icmi carriage on ordinary roads, and it would be easy 
to show that the shipper would gain very little by this arrangement, 
while you merely produce the confusion now taking place opposite the 
godowns above along the whole of the Strand and Course. 

2. A tramway without jetties would not pay, because it would 
never be used, as it would merely add the cost of conveyance along the 
tramroad to the cost of present boat hire, which, I imagine, varies but 
httle at any point of the river bank within the three milop 


It seems to me, therefore, you must go in for the combination of the 
me as I have proposed, and which is at least comprehensive. Yon can’t 
have eo&rf jetties, as the bays would silt up, and of others none are 
equal m permanence and celerity of construction to screw pies. 

I ^h I had mentioned the points (noted in 1 and 2 above) in my 
1^, but m laying it before Government you can do so for me should 
the Government be inclined to give consideration to the matter. 

“y P’^oposed arrangements you settle the whole 
avoidlT arrangements are, to my mind, to be 



Note of the probable Coat of maintainmg the Whanoes^ 
Jetties, Tramways, and JNooringa proposed in Lieut. 
Colonel Fraser’s letter No. 222 C of \Zth October 1864. 



Per 

annum. 

Total 

1. — Police JSsidbliehment. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1 European Constable, at Rs. 100 per month 

1 Jemadar „ 25 « 

25 Peons ,, 6 ... 

1 Boat and Crew ,, 100 „ ... 

1,200 

300 

1,800 

1,200 


Total Police 


4,500 

2, — Conservancy Establishment, 

2 Tindals, at Rs. 10 each per month ... 

50 Topazes ,, S „ ,, 

1 Boat and Crew ,, 100 per month 



Total Conservancy 


4,440 

3* — TolUeollecting Establishment, 

All steps down to the river from the bays should be 
free for the passengers and light goods; all steps 
down to pier sides, and all passengers and goods 
along the jetties to the ships should pay toll 

To each pier one Collector of tolls and Register of 
goods passed would be necessary, giving security 
of Rs. 1,000. 

50 Collectors, atRs. 60 each per mensem 

5 Daily bill preparers for goods passed to and 
from by Registering Collectors, at Rs. 7 5 each 
per month 

30,000 

4,500 


Total toll-collecting 


34,500 

4 . — Tramway Establishment. 

As Coolies would be required for cranes for loading 
and unloading, it is probably best to do the whole 
work by manual labour. 

5 European Overseers, with ten piers and sixty 
trucks in the charge of each, at Rs. 100 each 
per month 

6,000 
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I^oie of probable Cost of mamtcdning Wkaroes 8fo. — contd. 



Per 

annum. 

Total 

These Overseers shall also keep a daily register of 
goods loaded and unloaded in and from their 
trucks to cheek the Native Collectors. 

5 Coolie Sirdars j at Es. 10 each per month 

6 Ditto to each of 800 tracks, 1,800 Coolies at Rs. 

6 each per month 

Rs. 

600 ‘ 

1,29,600 

Bs. 

Total Tramway Establishment 


1,36,200 

ESTABLISmiBNT, TrAMWAY. 

5. — Harbour Master^ s EsiablMmeni, 



1 Steamer, interest on her value (£15,000), at 6 
percent. .. 

25 Boats of three classes, at £1,000 each, with 
small Boats, interest on Rs. 2,50,000, at 6 per cent. 

2 Gigs, at £80, interest, at Rs. 6 per cent., on 
• Rs. 1,600 

Establishment of Steamer and Coal, at Rs. 8,000 a 
month ... 

Ditto of 25 Boats, averaging Rs. 100 a month ... 

25 Assistant Harbour Masters, in three classes, 
averaging Rs. 800 a month each ,,, 

Establishment for two Gigs, six-oared ... 

9,000 

15.000 

96 

36.000 
80,000' 

90.000 
1,800 


Total Harbour Master^s Establishment ... 



1,81,896 

6 . — Gen eral Establishment, 

The Secretary, Superintendent, and Engineer, at 
Rs. 2,000 per month ... 

1 Ditto ditto Wharf Master, at Rs. 1,000 per month 
1 Ditto ditto Harbour Master, „ 800 „ 

1 Cashier, giving Rs. 20,000 

security, ... ,, 200 „ ... 

24.000 

12.000 
9,600 

2,400 

48,000 

7. — Office, 



1 Register, at Rs. 400 per month 

1 Checking Clerk to check the Registers of Wharf 
Overseers and Toll Collectors, at Rs. 350 per 
month ... 

4,800 

4,200 
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Note of probable Cost of mainiammg TVha/rvee, •§rc., — oontd. 



Per 

annum. 

Total 


Rs. 

Rs. 

1 General Clerk for Secretary and Superintendent, 
at Rs. 300 per month 

1 Ditto ditto, * at Bs. 200 per month 

2 Ditto ditto for Superintendent, at Rs. 200 each 

per month 

1 Wharf Master's Clerk, at Rs. 200 per month . . . 

1 Harbour Master's „ „ 200 „ 

Office rent, at Rs. 600 a month 

3,600 

2,400 

4,800 

2,400 

2,400 

6,000 

30,600 



Grand total per annum . . 


4,18,586 

Abstract. 



1. — ^Police 

2. — Conservancy 

3. — ^Toll-collecting 

4. — Tramway Establishment 

6 . — Harbour Master's ditto 

6. — General Establishment 

7. — Office 

4,500 

4,440 

84,500 

1,14,600 

1,81,896 

48,000 

30,600 


Contingencies, at Rs. 10 per cent. 

4,18,586 

41,854 

41,854 

Grand total per annum 

4,60,390 

4,60,890 


Takings thereforej 2,000,000 tons of goods landed 
and skipped a charge of Rs. 2 per ton as the 
sole charge to be made against a Ship while 
in Port, excej>t for light dues and pilotage, 
would bring in a gross income to a Trust'' 
of per annum 

Deduct for Establishment ... ... 4,50,000 

„ repairs, renewals and wear and tear ... 6,50,000 


Rs. 


40.00. 000 

10 . 00 . 000 


Balance clear profit per annum 


30,00,000 
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B. — ^The actual amount of Imports of Met- 
chandize for the year 1868-64 was in value . . . 

And of Treasure 


Bs. 

11,08,63,281 

5,51,99,333 


Total 


16,60,62,614 


The actual amount of Import tonnage 
mean value of a ton of goods imported was 


was 917,102 tons, the 

11,08,63,281__^^ ,,, 
“ 9,17,102 


The actual amount of JBxports of Merchandize for 

the year 1863-64 was in value ... ... ... 20,94,69,119 

And of Treasure ’ ... .. ... 2,97,93,166 


Total .• .. 23,92,62,285 


The actual amount of Ikport tonnage for 1863-64 was Rs. 8,82,166, 

/. the mean value of a ton of Merchandize exported was ~ = 

o,oS&,ibD 

Bs. 240. 

.*. The mean value of a ton of Export and Import Merchant 

240X12 Ton 1 
=Rs, 180 nearly. 


I have proposed Rs. 2 per ton. The questions seem to be resolved 
into, can the Merchant pay 1^ per ton, or about *9 per cent., on the value 
of his goods on the average (of course some goods would pay more and 
some less)? and will the charge on the ^^Treasure^^ make up the remain- 
ton QU the difference between 8,82,166x91,702=17,99,268 
(the actual Import and Export tonnage) and the 2,000,000 tons upon 
which I have calculated as paying labour dues and wharfage at 
Rs. 2 per ton? 

If these questions are answered affirmatively, theif I say what 
with the internal commerce and tolls on passengers besides the scheme 
will pay the ^^Trust"^ over 40 per cent., which is very large margin 
of profit. 




! 


I' 






( U7 ) 

Memor<md/um. 

I conclude this paper mth a Memorandum of tlie probable cost of 
h^present mode of shipping goods which I obtained from Major Willes^ 
Deputy Commissaiy General. 

Bs. As. F. 

1. The average cost per ton (taking light and heavy goods 
together) of carriage by hackery in Calcutta per 
mileis ... ... ... 1 11 0 

(Of this the shipper and receiver of goods would save 
by the tramway from 4 annas to 8 annas per ton.) 

%. The average cost per ton (taking as above) of Boat hire 

from river dank to ship's side is ... ... 2 0 0 

(Of this the shipper would save Bs. 2 per ton.) 

8. The average cost per ton (taking as above) of lifting 
goods from a hackery on the river bank into a boat 
at the river side ... .. ... 1 11 0 

(Of this the shipper would save Bs. 1-11.) 

4. From another source I learn that the cost of Hftmg a 

ton of goods from a boat into a diip is about per ton 0 4 0 

(Of thifl the shipper would save 4 annas.) 

5. 1 assume myself that a ship does not pay less than (per 

ton) for Harbour Masters and moorings ... ... 0 4 0 

Total now paid per ton ... 6 14 0 

Hence it would appear that by paying a tonnage due of Bs. 2 
per ton for the tramway^ piers, wharf, and moorings, and all other port 
dues, the shippers and receivers of g^ods and owners of ships would save 
over Bs. 2 per ton, which is another large margin of profit. So that 
it is probable that a tonnage due of Bs. 2-8 per ton, while very pro- 
fitable to trade, would meet all harbour dues, all light dues, and all 
other dues necessary to keep the river firom Calcutta to its mouth in the 
most perfect order possible, and, while givmg to the shipping the 
most perfect accommodation, would give an ectraordinaiy profit to the 
Trust" which undertakes the arrangements. 

P. S. — Private wharfs, such as the Peninsular and Oriental Com- 
pany's, &G., should either be joined into the general arrangements and 
compensation given, or should be separately taxed. 

') A. FBARFB, Col., n. n!. 


CAinUTTA, 
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Memo., — Urom Lieut. Coi.onel J. P. Beadle, b. e.. Secy, to Govt, 
of Bengal, in the P. W. Dept., to Secy, to Govt, of Bengal,—. 
(No. 5443^ dated 12tlx November 1864.) 

Befeiring to the correspondence as per margin, the undersigned is 

From to OoTommuit of “> forward herewUh to the 

Bengal, to Chief Engineer, No, 4129T Secretary to the Government of Ben- 
of llthnlamo. . i j? • » x. 

To ditto from this Department, gel for mtormation, a oopy of a Beport 

To ditto from Chief Engineer, No. Supenntending Engineer of the 

1428 of asth nltimo, with a note. Presidency Circle, No. 2971 of the 

19th nltimo, relating to the damages done by the late hurricane to the 
Government buildings and works in the Garrison Engineer’s Division, 
the Presidency Division, and the Pirst Division of the Grand Trunk 
Boad. 

2. A copy of a letter No. 5168, addressed to the Government 
of India, in the Public Works Department, on the 29th ultimo, is also 
forwarded, from which it will he seen that a special grant for expenditure 
in the current year for the restoration of the buildings and works 
which have been damaged, has been applied for. 


Prom Lieut. Coionbl J. P. Beadle, b. b., Seoy. to Gk)vt> of Bengal, 

in the P. W. Dept, to Secy, to Govt, of India, P. W. Dept, (No. 

5168, dated 29th October 1864.) 


In continuation of this Office docket No, 5119, dated 27th instant, 
submitting copy of a note on the coarse and rate of progress of the 
recent Cyclone, I am now directed to submit oopy of a Beport by the 
Superintending Engineer, Presidency Circle, on the damage done by the 
hurricane to the Government buildings and works under the charge of 
tlie Garrison Engineer in the Presidency Division and in the Piist Di- 
vision, Grand Trunk Boad. 


2. The damage occasioned by the hurricane has been confined 


l. Ownson Engineer, 
a. Brealdeiuqr UiTieion. 

8 Emt Drmton, Grand Trank Road. 
4, Damoodah. Dmsion. 

8. Midnapore „ 

8 Tnmlook „ 

7. Hidgelee „ 

8. 24-f e^unnahn Division. 


chiefly to the eight divisions noted in 
margin, and detailed Beports on each 
of these divisions will be submitted to 
the Government of India in due course. 

8. Prom the Beport now sub- 
mitted, it will be seen that the amount 
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roughly estiiuated as required to make good the damage suBtfdned in 
the three first-named divisions, may he stated as — 

Its. 

For Fort William, indading Barrackpore and Dam<-Dimi ... 3,50^000 
„ Presidency Division . ... ... ... 2,00^000 

„ First Division, Qrand Trunk Bo ad ... ... . 40,000 

exclusive of the amount required for the re-construotiou of the large 
bnildings, which have been so much destroyed as to be beyond repair. 
Measures have been adopted for the execution of such essential works as 
are immediately required to render buihlings habitable ; and the annex- 
ed copy of a letter addressed to the Superintending Engineers of the 
South-Eastern Circle and Presidency Circle, will show the measures 
authorized for the employment of the destitute population of the embank** 
ed coast districts. 

4. The extraordinaiy outlay required for the restoration of works 
and buildings will amount at least to eight lakhs of Rupees, and 1 am to 
request that a special grant of the above amount may, if possible, be 
made available for expenditure daring the year. Detailed Appropriation 
Statements will be prepared, and the expenditure will be incurred as far 
as practicable under the rules of the Department. 

5. Tlie ordinary supervising Establishments of the divisions most 
affected will probably not be sufficient to meet this emergency for 
estimating and supervising, and the Lieutenant Governor has empowered 
the Chief Engineer to engage temporarily such additional Establish- 
ments as may he considered emergently required, reporting the same 
for approval. The services of an additional Engineer Officer of ex- 
perience would he very desirable for a few months at Barrackpore, 
and two young Engineer Officers might be employed, with advantage, 
in the Embankment Divisions ; the Lieutenant Governor trusts tha^ if 
such assistance can he made available, it will be given. 

6. The lieutenant Governor does not consider it necessary that 
a Committee i^oald be convened, as is proposed by the Superintending 
En^ueer in the 92nd paragraph of his Report; ordinary repairs and 
re-constrnotions will, in general, he carried out, but in the case of the 
more important buildings, each case will be specially considered by 
Government. 
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From Lieut. Colonel W. D. Shobt, b. b., Suptgr. Engr.j Presidency 
Circle, to Chief Engr., Bengal, — (No. 2971, dated 19th 
October 1864.) 

Agreeably to the instructions conveyed in Bengal Government's 

effect of pJera ^o. 1322 of 17* October 1864 I 

works and bniidings in Fust Dm- have the honor to Submit the following 
Sion, Grand Trunk Boad, Presidency i/BiifAi 

Division, Garrison Engineer’s Diti- Beport on the eiiects ox the gate ox 

the Sdi October, showing the injuries 

sustuned by the public works and buildings in the undermentioned 

divisions;— 

First Division^ Grand Trunk Boad. 

Presidency Division. 

Garrison Engineer's Division. 

And hereafter the Beports on the Embanked Divisions, viz.,— 

i. Damoodah Division, 

Beport on ike embatued distncts ' 

to ftillowott receipt of lebable informa- Tumlook ,, 

Midnapore „ 

Hidgelee „ 

will follow, as time is required to enable the Officers to visit their 
works, the interior communioatious having been for the most part 
seriously injured. 

2. Between 2 and 4 M. of the 6th instant, a strong wind pre- 

Limit of gale to North-West in first vailed at Haneegunge. This, however, 
division. Grand Trunk Eottd. did not lead the Executive to believe 

that it extended far to the south ; however, at 1 p. K., on the 6th, informs-* 
tion was received that the passage of the Damoodah at B>aneegunge 
was impracticable owing to the violence of wind, and at 3 p. u, news 
arrived that the country to south was being visited by a Cyclone, when 
the Executive at once arranged to visit each locality, which he did most 
effectively, bringing his report in person to me in Calcutta. 

3. The 90th milestone on Grand Trunk Bead was the extreme 

Extreno lumt of damago on limit at which the effects of the gale 
Grand TrnnkBoad. were felt, and between the 88th and 

T 

74th mile-stones (near Burdwan) a few trees were destroyed. 

4. At Bnrdwan two pairs of doors in the Circuit House were 

Injonea to works and buildings at blown in and one pair in the Jail, no 
Burdwan Btation. other buildings having suffered, hut 

the fine old tree close to the Sadder Ameen’s Cutcherry, which afforded 
shelter to all who attended the Court, was blown down, and by its fall 
the building has been slightly injured. 
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The very fine aveime of trees 
Kiasion Chnroh at Bardmra much in- along Grand Trunk Koad between the 

Station and the Mission Church have 
solFered much. 

6. Between the 71st and 70th mile-stones the trees on roadside 

Destractiou between Tiet and 70th were destroyed. The Bioad Cliowkee 
mile-stones. Alsa was only slightly damaged ; 

the trees, however, in the garden were all destroyed. 

7. From the 70th to the 56th mile-stones the trees at road-side suf- 

iBjuries between the 70th and 66th f®red seveiely, and in parts were blown 
mile-stones. down, blocking up the road. The 

Ghenia Boad Chowkee sutfeied slightly, and the choice trees in the 
garden were all blown down, and the ont-offices were unroofed, and the 
walls blown down. 

8. The violence of the gale and its destructive character may bo 

Destrnotive rboracter of gde bo- said to hav© been intensified at the 
tween 66th and 42iid miles. 56^^ mile-stone, from which to the 

42nd not a tree of the continuous avenue flanking and shading the road 
has been left. The Road Chowkee at Simla-Ghur, with out-oflices, was 
unroofed and severely injured, necessitating re-huilding. 

9. Between the 42nd and 30th miles the action of the gale was 

Effects of the gale between the “O*® severe, as it not only uprooted 
4Snd and 30th miles. destroyed all the trees along the 

road-side, hut blew MfAf the parapets of the masonry woiks. The 
wooden truss bridges at Mugrah and Satgong have suffered severely, 
the railings, which were 8 feet high, having been blown away. The 
flooring of the Nyaserai Biidge was tom up and many of the planks 
lost; the Tribony Bridge, however, was not injured. The plastering on 
these four large bridges has been ripped off, and the masonry partially 
injured. The Mugrah Chowkee and ont-offioes were unroofed, and the 
masonry partially injured, whilst the road in the vicinity was blocked 
up by the trees blown down, and which formed a net-work on the road. 

10. Between the 80th and 18 th mile-stones at Phultah Ghat the 
Injury between the 80th and 18th splendid avenue of trees was entirely 

destroyed, the road being blocked up 
by their fall, and the fine old bhur trees neaf the ghat were uprooted: 
The two Government ferry boats, one large and one small, were sunk, 
the smaller one being split in two by the violence of the storm. The 
fish in the tank in the camping ground were whirled out of the water, 
and found stranded at a distance of some thirty } ards 

i(i 
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11. The Howrah branch road connecting the Grand Trunk Road 

Sffeots of gold on tho Howrah Phultah Oliat with Howrahj suiTer- 
Branch Boad. severe! j. At Balee the road 

was breached 450 feet in length, the entire seotioti being carried away. 
Up to the cross roads at Salkeah the road was blocked up by the fallen trees, 
the parapets of all the culverts blown away, and several of the culverts near 
Serampore injured by the excess volume of water, which was suddenly 
forced through them. The Boad Chowkees at Phultah and Baloor were 
unroofed, the doors and windows blown away> and the walls are in ruins. 
The Balee Khal Bridge was, strangetosay, uninjured, the towing paths 
were swept away, leaving, however, tho projecting iron brackets. Four 
of the lanterns were blown away and much of the plaster on the bridge 
ripped off. 


12. The Station of Hooghly suffered most severely, and the in- 

BulMbsi .tHoogUy »«rely 3""“ *“ ‘'*® b“iWings have been great 

owing to their being old, and, in the 
first instance, badly constructed, inferior materials having been used, 

13. The Mahomedan College to outer appearance indicated that 

T • . A mr V j « vv building was a substantial and well 

Injuries to the Mahomedan College. _ , 

built one, but the storm has laid bare 
its defects. The masonry is for the piincipal part composed of half-burnt 
bricks, and these are fonnd dry with little or no cement binding them ; 
indeed, there is little or no adhesion between the bricks, very little 
mortar having been used. The doors, Venetians, and sunshades have 
been more or less injured, the wells are cracked in several places, the 
plaster ripped off all pillars and walls, the balustrades, parapets, walls, 
compound wall, sky-lights, have been destroyed, and, considering how 
the gale swept the building, it is fortunate that it was not more injured ; 
it will, however, require very extensive repairs. 


14. The Circuit House at Bandel, lately the residence of the 

Daooity C<mini.Moner, has bwn, it 

thereaidonceefiDacoiwCommiasioiier, may be said, rendered unsafe. The 
aud desolation of tbe fine state. , .... _ , . 

Duilamg was formerly private properly 

and was purchased by Government, and fromtimeto time it has been altered 
and added to meet the requirements of occupants without any regard 
to safety, the additions being recognised by a marked separation front 
the main building. The walls have been much injured, the Venetians, 
doOrs, blinds, sunshades, railing, Ac., having been swept away, and the 
plaster ripped off the building. The fine large trees close to the build- 
ings were rooted up, and in their fall loft the ranges of fine out-offices 
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m rnms. Hxe ranges of detached out-offices and stables have l>een blown 
down, and are in ruins. The beautiful trera on tiie property which gave 
it the appearance of a park are all torn up by the roots^ and one in its 
fail has been actually driven into the ground several feet. The q^narters 
allotted for the Police with the buildings thereon have been desolated. 

15. The Magistrate’s and Judge’s Cutcheny, the Post Office, the 

injones to tho soveral Civil Bnild* Circuit Mouse, the ghat on the 

iDg^ andoat-officeB. Hoogbly, have not been so severely- 

dealt with, the doors and Venetians only having been injured, and the 
plaster ripped off here and there. The Oollectorate, from its exposed 
position, has, however, anffiered severely, the Venetians and doors having 
been destroyed and much of the plaster stripped off the building, and to 
the east and south tlie verandahs in both stories liave been destroyed. 
All the out-offices to most of the civil hnildings have beeii more or less 
severely injured. 

16. The Jail has not suffered much, although the doors were torn 

. away and the plaster ripped off, the 

State of Jail buildings. • • i j u • • n » i 

principal damage being in the Hospital, 

which will lequire much repair. 

/ 

17. At the Station of Serampore the river ghats have been so 

Damages to the bnlldiiigs at Station injured as to necessitate their renewal 
of Serampore OP very extensive repairs. In the 

Church an arch over one of the doorways has given -way, and must be 
re-built, the doors were all more or less injured, and all the glass des- 
troyed. The Post Office has sustained little injury, being a low compact 
building, and only slight repairs will be necessary. In the old Secretary’S 
house tho doors were blown in, the outer plastering much injured, and 
the small circular verandah carried away, and this must be renewed. 
The Magistrate’s residence has suffered most severely, and from the rip- 
ping off of the plastering from the exterior and interior there is evidence 
that the masonry is indifferent in quality and crushed in parts ; indeed, 
,the whole bmlding will require a thorough examination, the small room 
loA the top of the house should be removed Tlie verandah which was 
built on all sides of it has been swept away. The bathing-room attached 
was very damp, and caused mucli leakage and trouble, and it will be 
. expedient to keep the terraced roof clear and repair it thoroughly. The 
lower story was severely visited owing to the enormous doorways, which 
were twelve feet high aud six feet wide ; the dooi^, &c., weie more w 
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less injured in ordinary stoms as there was no Establishment to close 
them timely, and the Cyclone naturally swept through them. Such 
heavy doors cannot be secured ; the upper portion shonld have fixed 
Venetians, the doors being confined to 8 feet. The buiding on the 
south side has been so shaken by the gale that it may be pronounced 
unsafe, and tlie actual state can only be verified when the plaster, which 
IS now much swollen everywhere, is taken down and the masonry 
thoroughly examined. 


18. The out-ofiGLces have been, it may be said, destroyed and mast 

^ be re>bailt, the walls are all ont of the 

Destiuction of out-offioes , n.i 

perpendicular. The cook-room veran- 
dah is carried aWay, and must be re-built. 


19. The Jail has sufiTered severely, tlie portion of outer walls, 

Injuiiesto JaU and Ctttbherry and which Were half built, havo been des- 
Daputjr Magistrate’s Ou^olieny. troyed, as also the old walls ; indeed, 

the whole will have to be re-constiucted; the masonry, plaster, and 
doors in the Jail and Cutcherry have been much injured and will require 
extensive repair. 

The Deputy Magistrate’s Cutcherry has escaped with trifling injury, 
the doors only having been damaged and the plaster ripped off. 


Damage to buildings at Ooteiparrah, 


20. At Ooterparrah the School-house has lost its doors and railing, 

the plaster has been injured, and the 
masonry slightly. The Post Office has 
been unroofed, the verandah pillars <iestroyed, and the masonry of the 
building has suffered considerably, necessitating its re-construction. 


21. The Executive has evinced great energy and judgment in 

iCnergy and judgment evinced by crisis, and, on receipt of Verbal 

Bxeoniiiye Engineer lu the crisis. instructions from me, arranged for the 

opening out of the Grand Trunk Hoad by the removal of trees, for the 
immediate execution of the most urgent repairs, purchased boats for the 
feiry, and every effort is being made to meet the requirements of the 
public and the Civil Officers. 


22. The annexed Statement (A) slightly corrected by me was made 
over by the Executive Engineer, showing that a sum of about 
Rs. 36,500 will be required to repair the injuries to the public 
works and buildings in this Division. 
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Effects of gale on bmldings in 
'dency Division recondedin Statements 
heiewuh submitted. 


Injuries to Government House and 
buildings west of Cbt^ore and Chow- 
ringee roads. 


23. The injuries sustained by tlie public works and buildings in 

the Presidency Division are detailed 
in the Statements herewith annexed* 
In No. 1, or Calcutta West Sub-Divi- 
sion, the damages are estimated at Its. 
36,000, of which Rs. 4,500 is for Gov- 
ernment House and Bs. 1,300 for the 
ont-ofiices, or nearly one-sixth of the whole amount. The General 
Treasury Buildings, from tlieir exposed position, have suffered severely, 
and, considering the state of the western wing already specially reported 
on, I consider it expedient to nrge that the whole question connected 
with the accommodation required by the Treasury Department be ex- 
amined into. The Custom House and the Writers’ Buildings have 
BuSered much. In the Mint buildings the sky-lights have been severely 

Y. ^ ^ , damaged, and the lidge ventilator to 

Destruction of iidge ventilator on . ® ® 

roof over laminating room in Mmt laminating room destroyed. My special 
piemises. report on the corrugated iron roof with 

tliat of Mr. Granville and Mr Smith was snbmitted with my No. 2344 

of 2ud September 1864, and, considering the very exposed positioa 

of the roof, and the liability to he frequently tried by galea of as 

great or leaser severity than that lately experienced* I am of opinion that 

it would be inexpedient to provide a 
A new terraced roof on latticed gir- , * j i> -..i. 

dersrecommeuded to be substituted for S6Cona COrrug&»tGCl TOOt^ as^ With t[10 

J^xSSc^tf^ mm one which » now ventilation and light so much 

needed, there would be greater facility 

for storms to attack the weak points ; and although some difficulty will 

be experienced in designing a terraced roof with iron girders, 1 strongly 

recommend a good terraced roof, and the question will be specially laid 

before you for consideration. 


Damages to bmldin[ 
east of the Chitpore aa< 
roads. 


24. In No. 2 Sub-Division the buildings to the east of the Ghit- 

in Calcutta Chowringliee roads have not 

Chowimghea sustained much injury. The Medical 
College and Hospital with dwelling- 
houses have principally suffered. Although the dwelling of the Prin- 
cipal has been severely tried, and is susceptible of being thoroughly 
lepaired, it may hereafter be deemed expedient to provide a more 
modem and efficient building, and more in keeping with the style of 
the College and Hospital, and this remark is equally apphcable to the 
adjacent buildings. 
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25. In No. 3 Sub-Division ('comprising the buildings at AHpore, 

BfTects of f!aie OIL buildings at Kidderpore, the High Court, and Qi eat 
Alipoie and Kiddetpore. jnj|^ &c.,) the damages have been 

serious, and are folly detailed, in the annexed Statement. 


26. The beauty of the grounds of the Belvedere estate has been 

The Park-llko appearance of Bel- destroyed owing to the uprooting of the 
vedere grounds destroyed by the gale house, however, 

has been but little injured, although it had a narrow escape, for had the 
large tree not fallen to south, but on the building, the injury must have 
been very extensive. The principal damage has been to the stable and 
coach-house range and to the boundary walls owing to the fall thereon 
of trees, and about Bs. 1,500 Will cover the repairs. 

27. The Judge’s, Collector’s, and Magistrate’s Court have not 

suffered much, but the several ranges 
and out-offices have been extensively 

injured ; indeed. No. 7 range is in a dangerous state and will have to be 
^e-built. The cost of repairs to the Civil Buildings is estimated at some 
Bs. B,500, and in renewing certain minor buildings it will be true 
economy to provide terraced roofs, which will entail a larger outlay. 

28. The buildings noted in the margin, with the minor ones 

An,or.Mi«Ut»t.-.Dwdlteg-ho™. haw not .oflbrod 

^ropem £nnatic Asylum. much, that is, about Bs, 1,000 will bo 

required to repair the damages. 


Tbeavll buildings not much injured. 


junatic Asylum. 
l!7«tife Lunatio Asylum 


29. St. Stephen’s Church at Elidderpore, from its exposed position, 

T • 1 o. v . oi. 1 . severely tried, some 12 feet 

lujunes to St Stephen s Cbnrob. ... . , . 

of the spire liavingbeen blown down, 
as also the skylight and part of the zinc roofing, and other minor 
damages. The repair to the Church Parsonage and other buildings will 
average about Rs. 800. 

30. The High Court at Dhullunda and the buildings attached, 

Destructiou on High Court and considerably damaged,. 

0 * buUdmgs as detailed, and Bs. 6,000 are esti- 
mated to cover the repairs, and in 
renewing the covered passages and the extensive otit-offices ; it will be 
true economy to providb terraced roofs. * 

31. The greatest destruction lias fallen on the buildings in the Kid- 

Gr^t de$tructiou of propeity lu the derpore Dock Tatd. ; indeed, the 
80 T.nunmiD.diW Attendant’s bouse has been so in- 
juied as to render it unsafe, and it should be thoroughly examined. The 
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wholesale desfrnction of the tiled and golepntta roofs (which at all times 
are a source of constant trouble and expense) prove that more substan- 
tial shelter is in the end true economy. The repairs are estimated to 
cost Be. 70,000, and large as this amonnt may appear, I do not think 
it in excess ; indeed, if the shelter so necessary is again provided, expe- 
rience proves that it should be more substantia], in which case one and 
a half to two lakhs of Bapees will meet requirements. 

32. The Great Jail premises have suffered considerably, some 150 

InjuFras to OTQflt Jail and House of ieet of the wall dividing these from the 
Correction pTomises. House of CotTection having fallen. 

The repairs are estimated at Bs. 4,000, but the outlay will probably 
be Bs, 5,000. In the House of Correction premises damages have 
been comparatiTely trifling, and about Rs, 1,500 will cover the 
repairs. 

33. The Telegraph Depdt premises have naturally suffered much 

Damages to Telegraph Dep6t Owing to the tiled roofing, which has 
buildings. been entirely destroyed ; and Bs. 3,000 

will be required to effect the repairs. 

34. The Clothing Agency has not suffered, but the out-offlees and 
r.Oi™.toCa,lUD,Ag™<vpr«.d- 

aes. and more snlMtaintial minor buiM- verely damaged, the tiled otmI gole- 
ings recommended. #• i. • i vt 

putta roofs having been blown away ; 

and to repair these about a thousand Bupees wilt be required, but It will 
be true economy to lay out a much larger sum in providing more perma- 
nent shelter. 

35. The Cooly Bazar Store Godowns have been most severely 

^ « ... injured owing to the tiled roofings, which 

Destruebon of Cooly Bazar Godowns. ** . , . , 

are mest unsuitable and ever a source 

of trouble and expense. About Ba. 2,000 would repair the damages, 

but it Would be expedient to provide at a larger outlay permanent shelter. 

« 

36. Mr. Sub-Engineer Mannas statement is very complete, the 
probable cost of repairs being estimated at about a lakh of Bupees, but 
I believe that when the detail is obtained, that one and a half lakhs will 
be nearer the mark, and if the Goverzuuent concurs in the recom- 
mendations to provide at many localities more durable shelter, the 
outlay may he reckoned at five lakhs, and 1 am confident that in tma 
years the expenditure would be repaid by the decreased cost of annual 
and petty repairs. 
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37. In No. 4 Sub-Division (comprising the bnildings on the right 

lifibcts of galo on T>nildi'ngs at bunk of the Hooghly nt Ilowrfth &nd 
Ho-wrah on light bank of Hooglily. Suikeah) the damages have not been 

very extensive. The Goosery Salt Golahs have been severely injured^ 
and some Bs 8 to 10,000 will be required to effect the repairs ; the 
buildings, however, are only rented by the Government, and the owner 
should be called upon by the Revenue Board to execute the repairs 
without delay, fcdling which the salt will be injured. Tlie tidal wave 
has eroded and indented the river bank opposite the Golahs very seri- 
ously, so much so as to endanger a portion of the building, and the 
Salt Department will be requested to remove the salt. To divert the 
river at the several indentations and to cause these to silt up would entail 
a very heavy outlay, which the Government would doubtless rather no 
incur ; the question, however, is a difficult one, and will be best settled 
in communication with the Revenue Board. 


38. The Suikeah Government Salt Golahs have suffered to an 

DeatnictiTe effects of gale on tbe equal extent j indeed, the roofs of all 
Suikeah Golahs. the kutcha Gokhs will require renewal. 

These buildings, as already reported, are in the last state of decay, 
and it will he a source of satisfaction when the Salt stored therein is 
sold ; the value, however, of the stock demands immediate protection, 
and abont Rs. 11 or 12,000 will ensure this. 

39. The Howrah Magistrate’s Dwelling-house and Cutcherry have 

been severely injured, and about Rs. 
4,600 are required to effect the repairs. 

40. The smaller buildings at How- 
rah have not been much injured, and 
the gale had no effect on the new sub- 
stantially built School-house. 

41. The Botanical Gardens have been destroyed by the storm. 

Great destnifitlon on Botanical Gar- “ valuable trees, &c., 

tendant? damage to Snperm- must be very great. The Superintend- 

ent s house was most severely tried. 
Venetian doors and windows were destroyed, sashes, sunshades, and 
railings blown away, much plaster ripped off, three sheds swept away, 
and a serious crack has occurred in the eastern wing of the building, 
which must be carefully examined. 


Injuries to ovil buildings m Howrah. 


Minor hnildings at Howrah not in- 
jured, and the well-buiit Stdiool-hoose 
in no way damaged. 


Probable cost to repail damages in 
Howndi Bub'Dirision. 


42. About Rs. 40 to 60,000 may 
be assumed as the probable cost of 
repairs in this Snb-Di vision. 
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43. Tliiie in the aggi cgate the prohable expense vhifeh it will be 

rraoiredfor »- neoeasary to incnr to place the wotks 

ptars m the Presidency Division esti- and buildings in the Presidency Divi- 
jnated at lia, 2 , 60 , 000 ,'or six lakhs, if ^ 

more durable and permanent shelter Sion in the state m which they were 

u provided, as recommended i. f <.1. i j .l? 

before the gale occurred, may be esti- 
mated at about Rs. 2,50,000, and if nfore durable repairs are considered 
expedient, Bs. 6,00,000 will probably be required. 

44. Hr. Assistant Engineer Neuville and the Subordinates in 

Mr Bn*™*, ir.«,(n. Sul^Divisions 

and Subordinates evinced energy in evinced mucb. energy in furnishing the 
suppl;]diig informatioxu j • c i j 

required information, and it is hoped 

that Messrs. Burn and Company, as Contractors, will be equal to meet 

the numerous repair requirements. 


45. The Executive Engineer, Mr. Hickey, was daring the gale 


Mr Hjck^, Execntive Engineer, 
temporal ily absent on boaid the Ben- 
UncL, but returned immediately after 
the gale and resumed his duties. 


on board the BmUnoh, but immediately 
on his return resumed his duties and has 
since been most active in the perform- 


ance of his duties. 


46. The annexed report on the 

daS"^ done®to tht'^ois Md°baiW- damage done by the hurricane to the 
won Engmeefs Dm- buildings and roads in the Garrison 

En^neei^s Division is complete. 


47. It will be seen diat the Barracks in Fort William (noted in 


Damages done to the Barracks in 
Port William — 

Dalhonsie Barrack. 

Queen’s „ 

North ,, 

South „ 

Bampart „ 

Staff ,, 


margin) have not suffered much; in- 
deed very btde, considering their ex- 
posed position ; but the Boyal Barrack 
has been much damaged, that is, the 
south wall of the verandah seriously 
cracked and out of the plumb, causing 
the arches to crack. The main strut 


of the stairs has fallen down, and with other minor injuries, this building 


]|ias been much tried. 


48. The roofs to cook-houses, privies, and solitary cells have suf- 

Ta.ar«.(l. 0 J oook-hoM.^ priTiw, wherever they were taed, 

&C., much injured. -which might have been expected ; in- 

deed, these tiled roofs are ever a souroe of trouble and expense, and are 
Uusuited for buildings in such a climate, and in the end are the least 
economical style of building. 


17 
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49» The corrugated iron roof of the plunge-baths has been blown 

Corrngated iron roof of plunga-baths Where such storms and BO much 

blown off. prevail, the expediency of such. 

roofs for permanent buildings is very doubtful ; and, with the experi- 
ence gained, it may be found true economy to provide terrace roofs with 
iron girders. 

The serend bunding, over the 

windows, &o , of tbe several bnildings gateways have suffered by the destruc- 
over the gateways. 7- e i j • j 

tion of Venetians, sunshades, windows, 

porticos, and this is the least that might be expected from a gale. 


51. On the whole the buildings in Fort William have escaped with 

Cost of repaira to Port bnUdings comparatively little damage, and from 
estimated at Bs 80 , 000 . 26,000 to 30,000 will meet the 

repair requirements. This, however, is a good opportunity to determine 
whether it will not be true economy to abandon tiled and corrugated 
roofs and give more durable shelter, in which case the outlay will be 
larger; but the saving in repairs will soon cover the excess, not to men- 
tion the increased comfort. 


52. St. Peter’s Church has suffered considerably, the planked roof 

^ , , , , broken, the oorrugated iron roof severe- 
st, Peter’s Chnndi musb damaged. . - 1 .1 ° . . 

ly damaged, the trusses, nine m num- 
ber, much injured ; indeed, three require renewal ; these and other losses 
show that the building was severely tried, and it wdl be necessary to 
protect the corrugated iron roof by iron wind ties. The cost of repairs 
is included in the amount noted for the Fort buildings. 


63. The Eden Gardens have been desolated, all the large trees 
The Sdsn Oardsns desolated and having been blown down. The Eur— 

Pagod^ which h.d been ktely 
renovated, has its spire blown down, and most of the oarved oaves aTid 
pumacles carried away, and wdl require thorough renewal. The reire^- 
ment room is happily blown down, and a good opportunity will be 
afforded to locate it in some sequestered spot. 


64*. The Ochterlony ISfonument has had much plaster ripped off^ 
The Ochterlony Monument slightly this will be renewed with the gen- 

eral repairs about to be executed. 


The trees, &c,, on the maidan des- The lamps, posts, rails, and 

troyed* 'Lii.ji 

baiustraaes on the maidan sufTered 

much, as also the few trees; but the cost of repairs will be trifling. 
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56. The storm wave haa .eroded portions of river side alongf the Strand 

B.«r fc.nk klongStTMia cmmuch artenriyely. and Wy mea- 

eroded by BtoimwaTe, and itBTe-aliga- suies most he tnltmi tO re-'gaon the lost 
ment necessary. land. The wort wiU require to he 

carefully done, and the e:q>ense will be heavy ; but the alignment of the 
bank must he maintained, and no indentations allowed for the tides to 
eddy in and enlarge. 


67. The huilding^ in Gooly Bazar have suffered extensivriy in 

The buddings in Cooly baaar much wood-works. The numerous loofs of 
blown about and damaged. ^gg goleputta leaves have been 

destroyed, as might he expected, and the corrugated iron roofs, with 
purlins, have been blown off The new Conductors' Barracks have es- 
caped with trifling damage, but the old Bariauks have suffered seveiely, 
as also the river jetties. 


68. At Kidderpore the Hospital huUdmg has heen severely tried. 

The Kidderpore buildings severely The soorkey coating on the main ter- 
injuied. ^ partly blown off, the corru- 

gated iron roof to bath-room swept away, the pantiled verandah on south, 
86 X 13, carried away, portions of walls and arches cracked, and other 
minor damages. The other buildings have heen more or less mjured. 

59. Ih the Ahpore Cantonment hues, the Commanding Officer's 

The bmldinn in Alipore Canton- quarters have been much damaged, and 

the tOed and golqintta rao& of the 
minor boildingps have been, more or less, destroyed, and some 300 or 
more trees have heen blown down, destroying the beauty of the grounds. 

60. At Dhullunda the General with otiier Hospitals and buildings 

Th. bu.Wi.g. at Otallmia. «..pt ‘‘T Pri>«!ipally in doorg, vene- 

the gale and mncb damaged m tians. windows, sunshades, partitions, 
wood-woiks . j j ^ 

cornices, and sand-plastermg, the corru- 
gated iron rooflng lately given to the new native privy having heen blown 
away. The Medical Officer's quarters have suffered considerably, the 
balustrade on the roof having fallen, and the corrugated iron roo& of 
the porticos lately constructed, swept away. The loss m Venetians, 
gloss, &c., has been great. 

61. The buildings in the Baleegunge Cantonments have been 

The Baleegunge Cantonment build- comparatively slightly injured, and the 
lugs slightly damaged estimated cost for repairing the damages 

at Cooly Bazar, Alipore, and Baleegunge may be stated at about 
Bs. 30,000 to 30,000. 
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62. At the Station of Barraokpoie the destruotive effects of the 

AtBar..ckpo.e*TeA«n.. 7 P«. lave b«en TheArtaieiy 

racks destiored find iiiepaiabla I new Barracks^ from Nos. 1 to 5 indusive 
peimanont buUdmgs to be snbstitated. •, i ^ . i • „ * 

have had their roofSj with a large portion 

of the wallsj blown down^ and may be pronounced irreparable. I am of 

opmion that the Banacks which have been completely destroyed should 

be replaced by more permanent structures. 

63. Artillery Barracks Nos. 6 and 7 and Nos. 8, 9, and 10, 

Fiyeothei Banacks severely dam- OCOUpied by the Lahore Light Horse, 
pii^de shelter repair m older to have had only a portion of the roo& 

and walls blown down, and being repair- 
able, the Executive has arranged to have them re-built by contract 
within two months after commencement^ shelter being indispensably 
necessary. 

64. The Commissariat Qodown No. 11 is in ruins and irreparable. 

Commissariat Godowu in rnins; new roof and Walls having been blown 
permanent strnotareiecommended ^own, and a more durable structure 

must be provided. 

65. Barrack No. 12, occupied by the Lahore Light Horse, has had 
Barrack No. 12 injured, bnt repair- ^i^ly & portion of its roof damaged and 

will be repaired as qmckly as possible. 

66. Barraok No. 13, occupied by the East Indian Regiment, is in 

B.rn»k No. IS m md hiq,.r. ir^abk, the roof and the 

able, and No<u,tbongb much injured, greater portion of the walls havinir 
to be I epaired for sake of shelter. , ,, , , ® 

been blown down , whilst No. 14 will 

be repaired, as only a portion of the roof has gone, the walls having been 

Bai racks Nos 16 to 20 indnsive Slightly damaged. The same re- 

■“ ^ No. 15, or the 

3 , bnt all to be repaired, to provide Barrack Theatre, to Barracks 16 to 20 
early slialtei* . * • 

inclusive, to the European Hospital and 
Native Infantry Hospitals Nos. 1 and 3, all of which have been eon- 
tiacted to be rendered habitable within two months. 

67. The Native Infantry Hospital No. 2 is in ruins and irrepara- 

Native Infantry Hospital No 2 in ble ; this building, however, was of a 
rums, because a tempuiary building, , i i , 

whilst anothei well built one is nnin- liemporary nature , whilst another more 

permanent in its build has had only the 

doors and windows slightly damaged, which will be repaired. 

68. The roofe of the wash-houses, urinanes, privies, bungalows, out- 

Deatincdon of all tiled and corm- offices, skittle alleys, artilLeiy other 
gated iron roofe of minor buildings, i j. a • - i 

proving waste of money in providing Staples, also corrugated iron room, have 

cheap work m sach a dimate Tjeen either blown away or so damaged 
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69. Thfi Station Chuich. has snfiered slightly;^ whilst the loof of 

Station Chnrch sliglitly damaged, the IKomaii CathoUo Chapel has heen 
butUomuCathohcOlutpelmiidi. partly Movm away. 

7 0. The Cuttle and [Elephants^ sheds have heen hlown down j 

Oatle «.d BkpIuaM.' du>d. to mtw,. “moval, howev®, had been pre- 

'viously determined npon. 

71. The desolation at Banackpore has heen trrdy very great, and 

Great destmobon at Barrackpote Troops Will suffer much inconveui- 
andinconyemenca to Troops. particularly at this season of 

the year, when the rains are breaking up, and the country nudrained; 

« ^ ^ j t ,T BOOTo., however, they can be located in 

Costof repairs estimated at two laklis, 

notincludmg ie>building ; all bmldings tents. The loss IS estimated at two lakhs 

of Rupees for repairs only, but this sum 
does not include the xe-bmlding of such structures as have heen* irrepa- 
rahly damaged. 


72. With the eiqperience gained of the unprofitableness of spend- 
Cbeap temporary skelter, false eoo-' money on temporary structures. 


nomy, and an opportunity aflbrded to 
invett money in providing permanent 
buildings statable to the vicistitudes of 
sueb a climate 


which from time to tune are subjected 
to such severe tests, 1 would strongly 
urge the economy and expediency o 
providing once for all durable buildings, and surely the outlay, large as 
it will he, would prove a saving in the end by the decreased cost of 
annual and petty repairs, not to mention the increased comfort and 
health that would be secured. 


The bmldings at Isbapore, with the Magazine at Duckinsore 

and Phulta, have escaped with com- 
paratively trifling damage. 


73. 


Bmldings at Idiapof e slightly injured. 


74. On the Barrackpore Bead, firom Calcutta to the 11th mile- 

Qieat destruction of fineaTcnue of stone, about 8 per cent, of the magni- 
trees on the Barraeiqpore road. ficent avenue of trees has been blown 

down, and the remainder shorn of their branches j whilst, from the 11th 
mile-stone to Barrackpore, 80 per cent, of the trees have been blown 
down. Although so great a quantity of fallen timber naturally obstruct- 
ed the traffic, the Garrison Engmeer made such efficient arrangements 
as to have the road opened out by the 14ith instant. 
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76. The beanly of fhe Barrach^ra Favk hae been deehEoyed in a 
The beauty of Barrachpoie Park ^6^7 great measuFe^ as al)Out 60 per cent, 
Th^G’owmo. (Hnard and Om- ^ «»e fine trees have been blown down. 


inaoder>in-Chief*B houses slightly dam- The Goremor GeneraVs House and Mag 
Magazine buildings and Park Sn- Staff SuBgalow have escaped Avith only 

'^SerSUirst^^KSSow^i Venetians, doors, and' 

no way injured. sunshades, whilst the Magazine build- 

ings and the Park Superintendent's quarters have been severely damaged. 
The new substantially built Staff bmldings have received but little injury. 


76. At the Station of I>um-Dum, Barracks Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 

At Dum-Dum, Barracks Nos 1 to 5, have escaped With trifling usuries, and 
ildmiT., only .lightty injnrrf. ^ 

Mamed men’s Barrnoks senonsly .v . i j -n i -kt ^ i 

injured, to be repaired for shelter’s the married men s Barrrck N^o. 6 has 

sake, but afterwards abandoned. m<^ severely injured, the whole of 

the ventilator roof and the thatching of the main roof having been 
blown off, with other damages. !Ebr the sake of shelter, the necessary 

Barr»ik. Ho. », 8, md 9 oomploto "I®™ have been put in hand, but here- 

wrecks ; must be abandoned, and new after the building must be abandoned, 
permanent buildings erected. -».t w « , „ ^ , 

Nos. 7, 8, and 9 Barracks are complete 

wrecks, and must be without delay replaced by new married men's 

Barracks of a substantial nature with terraced roofs ; and, in anticipation 

of orders fiom Government, the Garrison Engineer is collecting Tnaf pvi nTft 

for the purpose. 


77. The thatched and tiled roo& of the minor buildingps have all 

All thatobsd and tiled rooft to minor been more or less destroyed; but the 
biuldmgs destroyed. repairs have been taken in band. 


78. The perusal of the damages recorded in the annexed Statement , 

Severe effects of gale at Dum-Dum. Will Eihow how severe the effects of the 
Cost of repairs only estimated at t\ t» mi . « 

Bs, 80,000, not molnding cost of new ^®‘^® Dum-Dum. The cost of 

Barracks necessary, the repairs at this Station, with the 

buildings at Cossipore, may be estimated at Rs. 30,000; this does not, 
however, include the cost of constructing new permanent Barracks with 
the many minor buildings to be attached thereto. 

79. At Cossipore the corrugated iron roof of the main Foundry has 
Destruction of rooft at Cossipore been to a great extent blown off 

^ of the chmney » 
» aengerotis state; aU 
the windows have been damaged, and 
the bnaamg altogethec severdy damaged. The smdtmg house, with 
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shedSj have had their roofs eqnaUj damagped^ and there is no ^nesinon as 
to the expediency and economy of abandoning thrae iron, roofs and snbsti- 
tnting permanent terraced roo&. 

80. The Agency House has been but ^ghtly damagedj but the 

Atcency House sliehtly damMfed, action of the storm wave has earned 
but iiTer bank eroded away some 7 feet of the road on the 

liver side with the three drainsj and this land must be regained^ as no 
indentations can be allowed for the tides to eddy in. 

81. The Sergeant’s quarters have been very severely injured; they 

. have been; however, already reported by 

Subordinate’s qaartersmudi injured n o .i <■ 

and new bmldings necessary. me as unsuitable for the residence of 

Europeans. 

82. One-balf of the jetty has been 
Jetty partly destroyed. amashed by the Shipping being driven 

against it. 

83. The other noinor buildings have had their roo& blown off, and 

been more or less injured, proving the 
Mmot Wdmg. m..)i inutility of tiled roofe. 

84. The effects of the gale on the Barracks at Chinsurah were most 

SeTenty o( g'ta at ClmiKuJt ud defitruotiYe, nearly 400 rmmmg feet of 
consequent destruction southern verandah were blown down, 

and considerable damages done to the remaining 500 running feet. The 
masonry in the Hospital has been seriously cracked, and a portion of the roof 
has in. The Dutch Barracks has met with similar damages, and the 
Hacket Court is in rmus. The tiled roof of the bakery is in ruins, and 
must be re-bmlt. 

86. The Eield OflGLoer’s quarters, fourteen to seventeen inclusive, 

m.ld OBM 1 -. ituatei. mMh iLjor- bean mnoli damaged, and as th^ 

ed aud renewal recommended. not worth repair, and are moreover 

notrequired,they will be abandoned, and a ^eial report is ready for 

submission on the subject. 

86. The Officers’ Barrack has 
Ofacere’ Barrack Bbgbtly damaged. shghtly only, and repairs are 

in hand. 

87. The minor buildings liave suffered principally in their roofs, 
Boof. rf m.ao. bodJuig. blown oS. whioh being of tOee were necessarily 

liecaase tiled. blown off. 
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Old Church mudi uijnred, hat re- 
pairable. 


88. The Old Church has been 
severel 7 tned and damaged^ hut repairs 
will render it efficient. 


89. The fine old trees in the avenues and Cantonments have 
almost all been blown down^ and the picturesque appearance of the 
place destroyed. 


90. The Garrison !B!ng^eer is a clear-headed and energetic Officer^ 

but in such a crisis there is manifestly 
The Oarruon Eng^neert attention .. . . 

in such ft crisis to bo liiDitod to Cal* ® llUXlt tO ftH OltlCGr 6 pOWGTS I dUQ 'Wluil 

or really expciienoed Assistant Engi- every Department for yg. 

neers appointed to aid him • i 

pairs and re-construction of every style 
of buUdingj he must be tasked beyond endurance. Being of opinion 
that he can only attend to the efficient repairs^ of the buildings in the 
3'ortj the maidan drainage, the Tort watmr supply, the requirements at 
Balleegange, Alipore, Kidderpore, and Gossipore, 1 strongly urge that a 
really experienced and energetic Officer be at once ordered to take charge 
of Barrackpore, Isbapore, Chinsurah, and Dum-Dum until the repairs 
are carried out and the new Barracks are bmlt j and he will of course 
be aided by the Gamson Engiueeris knowledge of the requirements ; 
or an intelligent Assistant Engineer should be placed at once in charge 
of Barrac^ore, Ishapore, and Chinsurah, and another at Dum-Dum; 
hut these most he experienced Ofiiceis and working men. 


91. The following is an approximate estimate of the cost of 
curing .i^epairs, viz : — 


Approximate estimated cost of exe- 
eating' repairs, not induding re-con- 
structioti of 1>TLild]ngB irreparably 
damaged/ 3^ lakhs of BupeeSa 

i 


Port William - Es. 30,000 
Cooly Bazar, 

Alipore, and 
Balleegunge „ 20,000 

Barrackpore and 
Ishapore - „ 2,60,000 

Dnm-Dum and 

CoBsipore -■ „ 30,000 

Chmsurah - „ 16,000 


exe- 


S. 


Total Es. - 8,46,000, or 3 J lakhs. 


This, however, does not include there-construcrion of the larger and 
minor buildmgg irreparably dn.mn.Qw«l 
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92. It will^ 1 consider^ be well if a Special Committee be convened 

A Special Committee recommended to to submit, for the consideration of Gov- 

outlay. sbonldbe repaired and wbat shoiild be 

abandoned, and new substantial and in tbe end more economical struc- 
tures substituted, as no more fitting opportunity will be afforded. 

93. Tbe special report on the several embanked districts, with 

Spedal report on Embanked Dm- duddations, wfil be submitted as soon as 
none to follow as soon as possible. possible. 


Statbmignt a 

Showing additional requirements owinq to the destruction of 'Roads ^ Bridges, 
Drams f and Buildings in Rirst Division, Orand Trunk Road, By storm 
on the October 1864. 

Fntsi Dmsion Gbaho) TRxnirc Boad. 

Bs. As. P. Bs. As P. 

Bepairing breach^ on roads - - 1,500 0 0 

Additional repairs to drain bridges - 1,500 0 0 

Ditto ditto to Mugra, Sautgong, and 
Kyaseeiie Bridges . - - 1^400 0 0 

Additional repairs to Bailee Kbal Bridge - 300 0 0 

Purchase of two small boats and cost of large 

boat at Pbulta Perry to replace those lost 2,000 0 0 

Bead Chowkies in addition to annual repairs 2,500 0 0 

Unforeseen repairs - - - 1,500 0 0 


Total additional expense required for Grand 

Trunk B>oad - . - - 10,700 0 0 

18 
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Hooqhlt. 

Bs. As. F. Ks. As. F. 

Additional repairs to Hooglily College - 7,000 0 0 

Ditto ditto to Branch School •• 1,500 0 0 

Ditto ditto to Oollectorate and out- 

offices- . . - 3,000 0 0 

Ditto ditto to Circuit House, old 

Judge and Magistrate’s Cutcherry 

with buildings - - - 1 ,800 0 0 

Ditto ditto to Dacoity Commission- 
er's or present Cirenit House - 2,500 0 0 

Ditto ditto to Jail and its buildings - 1,500 0 0 
Unforeseen repairs - . - 1,200 0 0 


Total additional expense required for Civil 
buildings at Hooghly 


18,600 0 0 


Sbbampobb. 


Magistrates Cutcherry and Jail buildings 
Ditto Besidence 

Secretary’s house occupied by Dr. Bray 
Out* offices in these compounds - 
Deputy Magistrate’s Cutcherry - 
Church - - - 

Unforeseen repairs 


800 0 0 
1,600 0 0 
600 0 0 
2,500 0 0 
200 0 0 
SOO 0 0 
600 0 0 


Total additional expense required for Civil 
buHdingB at Serampore 


6,600 0 0 
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OOTEBSABAAK. 

Bs. As. P. Bs. As. P. 

School - - - . 300 0 0 

Post Office - ■ ■ 400 0 0 

Total additional expense required for build- 
ings at Ooteiparrah - - 700 0 0 

Total additional expense reqmred in Pirst 

Division^ Grand Tmnh Boad - 36^500 0 0 

Detailed estiinates will be made out for each work of the probable 
expense that will be incurred^ this Statement being an approximate one. 

Safe. Engr., Ihoision G, T. Moad. 

Uaijeegunge, I W. D. SHORT, Zieut Col., jl b. 

10^^ October 1864).) Stypdg. Engr., JPreeideiKy Ciiele, 



No. 1 OB CAicsum Sub-Division, West. 

Statement iAemv^ tie namee of Buildings damaged Ig the Gale of the 6^ Oetohef 1864, the prohahle cost of repairing the same, 
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27 Writen’ BdldingB . « Some reneiun wmdove and large and smell BUQflhades require 

renewal and otiheTS repair j sand-plaster hi many places stripped 
off, lightning conduct to be repaired and fitted 

28 St Andreiv’s Chnrcih Eight Venetian windows to be rmewed and some to be repaired, 


( ) 



W. D. SHOET, Idaui. Col, b. a., W. R. & HICKET, ISSEN CHUNDER SIRCAR, 



No. S OE Calootta SuB-Divisioir Bast. 

a, nma (f SmlUngi imaged if the Gale if Oe Ui Oeleber 1864. the fnbaOe eeti tf rg>a!H,g> ae earn, 

and the general r^ert qf the natare if iamagee ime ta eaeh, 

Datbd thb 18ts Octobes 1864. 
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Tabvlar Statement of DamageSj ^c.y — continned. 
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o 


00 


J St. Stephen's Ghnieh, Kiddeipoie ... Top of spire, some twelve feet bgh, blown down ; sW-li^t on Average cost of damages 

roof, zinc roofing blown away, ti^s of all pinnacles above para> done, Ss. 800 . 



TahtUvr Statement cf Damageii — contimied. 
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Dof^-yard Superintendent’s Office Four alry-liglit eoverings blown away and panes of glass broken, 

one stair- case door broken, four Venetian doors broken, one 
panel door broken Many panes of glass injured ... 

Ditto Out-Offices ••a Tiled roof and naat jhamps of sides luiured 

Ditto Bkcksmitha’ Forge No. 1 Corrugated covering of sky-lights blown away, zmo gutters at 
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bags have received alight irijunes, 
tile outside particularly . the corn* 
stripped of their sand-plaster. The 
epary‘s quarters have suffered slight 
^uetian and panel doors, sunshades, 
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• 

BO 

n 


Average cost of damages 
done, about Bs 1,500. 

« 

Average cost of damages 
done, about Bs. S,000 

Bnef detail of Damages. 

and verandah jhilmil blinds blown ofiF. and panes of glass broken 
a good many, the temporary work-shed tiled roof supported 
posts, trasses, &c , has suffered, the tiles and mats blown 
off, and the iron posts all bent in their centre Venetian screens 
injured, Balusti^e wall partly destroyed by the fallmg of 
^es, &c I have no time to particularize and show in detail the 
dam^e done to each seoarate bmldmg : this will follow m a 

1 few days. 

Here Ihe dam^es done is prineipally to the Supenntenden’s 
quarters and his Overseer’s quarters, in sunshades being blown 
awav dnd Venetian and glazed doors nnlunged, panes of glass 
broken In the wood-work of doors of prisoners’ cells, &c 
vey light injuries, a good deal of sand-plastenng from waHs 
md roofs blown on, and some from the mtenor also : m all, the 
damages are light. 

- 1 

The tilrf roof of Ho 1 range of building almost entirely blown 
oft, ot the other range, very slightly damaged, doors and 
windows of the Smiths* and Carpenters' sheds, store godown 

and out-offices have received slight injuries, and iron railing 
partly blown down. ^ 
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T regret I have not time to give details briefly of damages to each 
buildings in each Department of the Great Jail Piemisea, House of 
Correction, Telegraph Dep6t Pieinises, Clothing Agency Buildings, 
Watgunge Police Inspector s quarters, and Cooly Bazai* Store Godown. 
The detailed report as of those above these will follow m a few days, 
as soon as I can spare time from my many duties to take the details of 
damages to each building. 

F. W. MANN 

The Octoh&r 1864. 


Abstract amount of Damages. 


Belvedere Estates 

• f « « • » 

Bs 

... 1,500 

Judge's Court, 24>FergannahB 

■ ■ B • « • 

♦ 

500 

Collector and Magistrate's Courts, 21-Peiguiiuahs 

.. 8,000 

Magistrate’s Dwelling-house 

••• 

500 

European Lunatic Asylum 

« ■ • fl ■ • 

500 

Native ditto . . 

••• 

200 

St. Stephen's Church and Parsonage 

1 

' • « • 

800 

High Court, Dullundah . 


6,000 

Dock-yard Buildings 

■ • ■ • • « 

... 70,000 

Gieat Jail ditto ... 

« • • • • 

4,000 

House of Coirection Buildings 


... 1,600 

Telegraph Department Bmldings 

• • 

... 3,000 

Clothing Agency Buildings 

«■ • • • 

... 1,000 

Watgunge Police Inspector’s House 

•• • « • 

160 

Cooly Bazar Store Godown 

« • * « • • 

... 1,750 


Total 

.. 99,200 


W. R. G. HICKEY, 

Qffg. Hxe.' JShigr.f PresideTicy Dwn. 

W. D. SHORT, Lieut. Oolonel, h. e., 

SfU^dg, ETigr., pTesid&My Orele. 



No 4 OK Howbah Stib-Division. 
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From C F. Montubsoe, Esq., Commr. of llie Burdwau Division, to Secy. 

to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 169, dated 28rd November 1864.) 

In continuation of this Office letter No. 160, dated 6th instant, 
I have the honor to submit, in original, two Reports just received fi.'om 
the Magistrates of Howrah and Midnapore on the subject of the dam- 
age caused by the late Cyclone, which give further information than 
that already furnished 

2. I purpose proceeding this day to inspect the part of the 
country in which the distress appears to have been the greatest in 
this Division, and to ascertain what arrangements can be made for 
the providing of water in those parts where the tank water has 
been injured. 

8 I would mention that the balmg out of water hrom the 
tanks, before means are discovered for replenishing them, appears to 
me as imcautious a measure as would be their excavation, which, I am 
aware, in those parts invariably terminates in the water percolating 
through the soil for several months, even years, before the tank will hold. 


From E C Cbastbh, Esq , Magistrate of Howrah, to Oommr of the 
Burdwan Division, — (No. 526, dated 15th November 1864.) 

In continuation of my letter No. 501, dated 28th ultimo, I have 
now the honor to submit a report on the effect of the Cyclone'of the 5th 
ultimo in this district generally, and the loss of life and destruction of 
property which it caused therein. Annexed are a report .and enclo- 
sures, in original, on the same subject, from Mr King, District Superin- 
tendent of Pohee. 

2. The loss of human life shown in the Returns famished by 
Mr. King is very large, excluding the 10 persons belonging to the 
town mentioned in my previous report, not fewer than 1,965 human 
beings are reported to have perished during the storm I confess that 
this loss of life, loige as it is, falls considerably short of what 1 had 
feared might have been expected to have occurred, consideiing the 
suddenness, intensity, and mamfold forms of the danger to which the 
inhabitants of that part of the district which has suffered most, 
were exposed, and the utter inadequacy to the occasion of any protective 
means at their disposal. 


21 
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3. Take tlie case of the Village K-oosberriah quoted by Mr. King 
in the 4th paragiaph of his Beport, which case cannot have been a whit 
worse than that of many others further to the south, and therefore 
even more exposed to the dangers which proved so fatal to the inha- 
bitants of Koosberriah. On the day of the storm these unfortunate 
people were naturally sheltering themselves in their houses from the 
wind and rain; without warning, (not that that would have been of much 
use, for how were they to escape ?) the deluge came upon them ; not, 
as Mr Kmg learned from the survivors, by any gradual rising of the 
flood, but instantaneously as a gigantic wave or wall of water. This 
wave appears to have come up the river simultaneously with the change 
of the wind from the east to south-east and south, and was probably 
caused by the occurrence of that change at or about the turn of the tide 
from the ebb to flow. However that may be, we know that the heaviest 
gusts of wind occuired the time of that change in its direction ; these 
gusts not only blew down the houses upon their unfortunate inmates, 
already in the most imminent danger from the flood, but hurled a 
number of large peepul and other trees on the top of the fallen 
houses ; it cannot be wondered at if few escaped from such perils 
Mr. King*s suggestion, that the mins of this and other villages simi- 
larly circumstanced should he left until the weather is diier than at 
present, and then burnt, appears to be a good one. 

4. Mr. King remarks upon the exaggeration of some of the 
reports of damage done in this district published in the Newspapers ; 
on occasions like this it must almost unavoidably happen that such 
leports are in some respects exaggerated ; in others, however, they as 
fi'equently fall short of the actuid facts, and on the whole 'the balance 
of trath is thus pretty fairly adjusted. As regards the subject to which 
the reports alluded to by Mr. King had special reference, I believe, fiom 
all that I can learn, that the distress felt in this district was confined 
mainly to a short period immediately succeeding the day of the storm, 
when the survivors were m so many mstances left without food and shel- 
ter for the time. Those who found tht^mselves in this position left their 
own part of the country, and removed to villages lying further inland, 
which the flood had not reached, and there they found temporary sup- 
port. Ml. King’s report shows that in those villages there was no lack 
of mearie of subsistence ; mdeed, in Ooloobariah itself, severely as it 

suffered, he found nee seUing at a Rupee a maund less than the Calcutta 
ptloS. 
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5. ^at the inundated part of the country was thus temporarily 
deserted by its surviving inhabitants for the sake of relief to he found 
clsewehCTe, is undoubted . indeed^ it is owing to tliis fact that my report 
has been ddayed ; those who 'then fled have only now returned^ and 
until they came back it was impossible to ascertain in any mannei, 
satisfactory or other, the number of those who had perished , even now 
we cannot be quite suie that the whole of those who are reported as miss- 
ing have actually lost their lives. However that may be, it appears, from 
what I have learned, that distress for want of the necessaries of life was, 
as a mle, short-hved, and that means of relief were not long in being 
found. 

6. I have much pleasure m bringing to the notice of Government 
that some at least of the Native landed proprietors in the district weie 
not unmindful of their duties on this occasion , among them I would pro- 
minently mention Baboo Heera Lai Seal, the proprietor of a portion of 
the Mundnl Qhat Pergunnah, who, as yon will observe from Hr. Bling’s 
report, sent large, and, what was more to the purpose, prompt assistance 
to the sufrerers on his properly. I have learnt that other Zemindais 
have also contributed aid, and that it is probable that remissions of rent 
on some of the estates will he very laige ; this, mdeed, is almost a 
matter of necessity, hut the mere announcement on the part of the 
Zemindars of their intention to remit is calculated to be of much 
service 


7. Yon are aware that very soon after the occurrence of the gale, a 
Committee was formed in Calcutta for the purpose of raising subscnp- 
tiouH and relieving the sufferers by the storm. Immediately on hearing 
of its formation, I addressed a letter to one of the chief promoters of the 
scheme, bringing the case of the inhabitants of the southern part of this 
distnct to the notice of the Committee, and asking for a share of relief 
for them. This letter was read at the first meeting of the Committee, 
and as soon as possible afterwards supplies were landed, and a dep6t 
formed at a village near Tort Mormgton by the Officeia charged with 
the distribution of the Committee’s bounty ; the Police were directed to 
assist the Superintendents of the depdts in such manner as might be 
required. 

8 I am happy to learn from Mi*. King’s report that, with the 
exception of the tract of the countiy actually swept by the mundation, 
the crops throughout the district appeared to he uninjuied, and to have 
a piomising healthy look j those in the Shampore and the south em 
part of the Ooloobaiiah Police I)ivisions were of course destroyed » the 
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Shampoie vision compnaes all the country lying between the Roopua- 
TMTi and Damooda Rivers in the lower part of their course and the 
Hooghly , the Ooloohanah Division ’adjoins it on the north. The posi- 
tion of these paits of the country rendered them specially liable to dan- 
ger from such a food as rushed up the Hooglily on the day of the storm, 
and they suffered accordmgly. The embankments, sufficient to protect 
the country at ordinary times, were on this occasion utterly useless , 
they were over-topped, breached, and more oi less destroyed, and the 
country then lay at the mercy of the food. It was devastated, but its 
destruction was in all probability the salvation of Calcutta. Had the 
volume of water which flooded the lower country been forably retained 
in tbe bed of tbe Hooghly, until it reached the point at which the embank- 
ments cease, the destruction of Calcutta would have been almost inevi- 
table. Great as has been the damage done, it is very small as compared 
with what might have occurred bad the flood not found vent for itself in 
the lower parts of the river ; as the cose stands, it is so far satisfactory 
to leaiD that, beyond the tract of country exposed to the direct action 
of the flood, the crops have not suffered fiom the storm. 

9. The same may be said of tbe cattle ; the loss in this description 
of property within the above-mentioned tract was veiy heavy ; it was 
hardly possible, indeed, that any should escape ; much, however, of the 
loss actually suffered in the district will not fall upon its inhabitants As 
explained by Mr. King, a large number of the cattle destroyed by the 
flood were animals on their way from Midnapore and other districts to the 
Calcutta market, and only temporarily detained in or passing through 
this district 

10. In the 10th paragraph of his report the District Supeiin- 
tendent of Police notices one result of the storm which has doubtless 
attracted the attention of all whose duty it has been to consider 
the extent and nature of the damage caused j that is, the iiyuiy 
done to the tanks from which the inhabitants draw their supply of 
drinking water. This injury has been caused in two ways, fivstf by tbe 
number of trees and (j^uantity of leaves and branches blown into the 
tanks and allowed to be there and lot ; and second, by the salt water 
left mthem after the subsidence of the inundation. The want of good 
water is undoubtedly one of the most serious evils which could befall a 
district in this country, and as such should, if possible, be remedied 
without delay. I think that a portion of the funds at the disposal of the 
Relief Committee should certainly be applied to the purifying of tbe 
tanks, and to tbe protecting of them as far as possible from tbe effects 
of any future storm 
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11. I do not deny that there are difficulties m the way of cariying 
out this recommendation. The purification of the tanks can only he 
effected in one way, viz., by haling them out, and removing all the de- 
cayed and decaying trees and vegetation now lying in their beds ; the 
water in them would thus of course he lost, and as it is positively in- 
jurious to health, its loss would he a gain ; hut the difficulty would be to 
find good and wholesome water to supply its place ; in many parts of the 
country this unwholesome fluid is the only water to he had, and if it is 
thrown away, what are the people to do until the tanks fill agam? Then 
again the protection of the tanks against similar catastrophes in fiiture 
could only be effected by clearing all their hanks of trees, and by raising 
mounds of earth around them to such a height as should ensure their 
safety from an mundation of salt water. Supposing that funds are pro- 
vided by public liberality, has the G-ovemment the power to authorize the 
domg of this work ? If they are not, can the Government compd the 
proprietors to do it themselves ? If these difficulties could be overcome, 
the work of punfymg and protectmg the tanks in the tract of country 
exposed to the danger of inundation is one to which attention might 
well be devoted ; there can he no doubt that it would be one of the most 
beneficial that could he undertaken. 

' * 12. In the 18th paragraph of his Report, Mr King remarks upon 

the Returns made by the Police of the estimated value of property 
destroyed, that they are not to he trusted. I need hardly say that they 
must be accepted with the hugest possible allowances; the total amount 
of loss in this district is set down in them at 60^ lakhs ; it may have 
been so, it may very possibly have been more ; all that we can say posi- 
tively about it is, that we have no certainly accurate idea as to what 
it was. 


Prom R. W. King, Esq , District Supdt. of Police, to Magistrate of 
Howrah,— (No. 624, dated 2nd November 1864.) 

In accordance with your request, I have the honor to forward here- 
with my report of the destruction caused throughout the district of 
Howrah by the late Cyclone. A Tabular Statement is herewith append- 
ed, showing the loss of life, property, cattle, &c., from the same cause. 

2. I have myself visited the southern part of the district, in 
which quarter the hurricane was most seveioly felt, and although doubt- 
less a very heavy calamity has befallen the country, still it might have 
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l)een worse, and, as far as I have seen, We have great reason for thankful- 
ness that the in-ooming nee oi-op has suffered veiy slightly, if at all, ex- 
cepting in those places over which the strom wave actually broke. 

3. In the villages on the river side, and more particularly in those 
which lie to the south of Ooloobariah, the loss of life has been veiy heavy. 
It appeals, from what I gathered from the survivors, that the deluge 
came on them almost instantaneously, not by any gradual rising of the 
tide, consequently the women and children had no rime to escape, but 
were drowned in their houses. In and about the villages above named, 
a large quantify of cattle were collected ready for the Calcutta market, 
these also wei e all swept away. I will just instance, as an example, and as I 
heard it from the royts, the manner in which Koosherriah (a village 
near Ooloobariah), with its inhabitants, &c., was destroyed. 

4i, After the Cyclone had commenced, the women and children and 
many of the men took refuge within their houses. Almost in an 
instant, and without any warning, the water was over the village, and just 
about the same time the heaviest gusts of wind came, which threw down 
all the huts, so that the inmates, even if they were not actually drowned, 
could not escape. ' To crown all, a number of laige peepul and other 
trees were blown down on the debris of the houses j this of course com- 
pleted the destruction both of man and beast. The whole is now one 
festenng mass. I attempted to go near it, but the fearfiil stench ren- 
dered it impossible for any one to do so. The only course to follow with 
this and other villages similarly circumstanced will he to leave them 
imtil the dry weather, and then to fire the whole mass. 

6. As far as this district is concerned, most absurdly exaggerated 
Iteports have appeared in the Public Papers regarding the distressed 
state of the people. In Ooloobariah I found that the Baueahs had 
constructed dwelhngps for themselves out of the rums of their houses, 
and their shops were^opeu as usual. Kice, dhaU, sweetmeates, &c., were 
plentiful, and rice was selling at a Rupee a mauiid cheaper than in 
Calcutta 1! I saw a letter lu the stating that there was 

.gretd; distress at ** Moishrakha.^^ X happened to pass through this place 
on my way to Bagnan the very day before the date of the letter. I 
found the Bagnan Bazar well supplied, and prices about the same as at 
Ooloobariah. Labor was scarce and wages high (from 5 to 8 annas a 
day), ccfUsequently I cannot underatand what reason there could be for 
■(hte distr^ named by the wrifeeir. As you are awate, '' Moishrakha " is 
"only 'a short 'distance from Bagnan. 
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6. Whea I was at Bag^EuaL I requested Mr. Benett, who aets as 
Mauaiger of IBahoo EEctera Liall Seal iji that part of the couutryj to 
inform his emplojer that a supply of rice, &o., would be of great benefit 
to his ryots in Shampore and Batgnan. I enclosed this in a letter fFom 
myself^ siid I am glad to say that the Baboo at once sent down about 
Bs 1,600 worth of rice and other articles of food, and expressed hia 
willingness to do more if it was thought necessaiy* If the other ZemiU'* 
dars in this district would act m the same manner, there need be little 
or no apprehension of famine, or distress for want of food. 

7. As you are aware, a large quantity of wrecked property is being 
continually washed up. This is being collected by the Police, (pending 
orders on the subject from yourself), but in spite of their exertions,* I am 
satisfied that a vast amount has been taken and concealed by the ryots, 
many of whom, it is said, have, far from being sufferers by the fyclone, 
become suddenly wealthy. We shall possibly, in the course of time, re- 
cover some portion of this, but the greater port has, I fear, been mada 
away with. 

8. I could not help being struck with the very healthy appearance 
of the in-coming rice crop. I went through a large extent of country, 
and with the exoeprion of a few places which had been swept by the 
water, it appeared as though no storm had ever passed over. In spite of 
what the Baneahs and Grain-dealers choose to say relative to a scarcity 
for the coming year, I do not believe that, with the exception of the 
Shampore Bivision and a small portion of Ooloohariah, any real damage 
has ocoarred to the crop. 

9. The loss of cattle is heavy, hut many of them were brought down 
from Midnapore and other districts for the Calcutta market, consequently 
the loss does not fall so heavily on the ryots of this district. I no- 
ticed, when travelling through the canal between the Hooghly and the Ba- 
moodah Bitvers, that on both sides the country was teeming with cattle. 

10. The greatest difficulty which I foresee, and one with which 
we are almost powerless to contend, will he the want of good water. 
Nearly aU the tanks being filled with the trees, leaves, &c., which were 
driven into them by the force of the wind, the water has become putrid ; 
and as the ryots will not exert themselves to clear away these nnisances, 
1 fear that sickness will arise from this cause. 1 have ordered the Pohee 
at each of the Stations to clear at least one tank for their own use. In 
the southern parts of the district, the salt water has, for the present, I 
fear, destroyed the tanks near the nver banks ; of course it wdl require 
time before it can again become fit for the use of man. 
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11. Perhaps it may not be out of place here to call your attention 
to the great want of good drinking water whick alwp.yB exists at Ooloo- 
baiiah. It is a populous and increasing village^ and before the Oydone, 
there was trafBc enough to induce four Steamers to run to and firom 
Calcutta daily. The Bazar^ &c.j belongs to the Andool R^'ah, hut judging 
by what he has done for his ryots during the late calamity^ 1 fear that 
there is but little hope of any assistance from him. A large pucka tank 
would be a very great boon to the inhabitants and travellers. 

IZ, The zyots complain bitterly of the loss of their fruit treeSj 
andthiSj 1 fear^ will in reality prove to them a very serious misfortune^ 
and one which will be felt throughout the' district in the ensuing year; 
the cocoauut trees have^ however^ m most places withstood the violence' 
of the wind. It will now be all the more necessary for the Zemindars to 
exert themselves and to assist the ryots by distributing fresh trees and 
plants throughout their Zemiudarees. 

m 

13. I beg to state in conclusiou that 1 beheve that the Divisional 
Betoms ofloss herewith forwarded are tolerably correct, with the excep- 
tion of Shampore I do not, from my knowledge of that Division, 
thinkthattheieever were in it the amount of cattle said to have been 
destroyed. As you are aware, the soil is very barren and saliferous, con- 
sequently there is but httle food for their sustenance. I think it also 
very probable that many of the ryots who are returned as dead may 
have fled to other districts. The loss shown under the heading '^com- 
puted loss of properly/^ I have already noticed in my former report on 
Howrah itsdf as being in my opinion untrustworthy. 

14 You will observe that the Beturn forwarded with my letter 
No. 517 of the 26th ultimo, is included in the present Tabular Statement, 
which shows the total loss caused by the Cyclone throiighont the whole 
District of Howrah. 
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APPENDIX A. 


Pli6 mrtr niTt g of the 4th of October was dose and doudy j towards 
the afternoon a chilly damp breeze arose from the north-east^ bringing 
with it heavy low hanging douds. At 11 P. M. the night was darkj ait 
perfectly still, and smaU rain was feUing. At about a a. m. of the 5th 
October a fresh breeze spmng up fiom the north north-east, which soon 
stiffened into a storm, blew in strong gusts, and was accompanied with 
rainj it then veered round to the north-west, when it assumed the char- 
acter of a hurricane. This was about 7 a. u. Between 8^ a. m. and 
lOjf' A. M it raged in its greatest intensity, blowing in furious gusts, and 
attended with heavy rain ; branches were broken off from trees and 
thrown a distance away , windows and doors were either blown in or 
smashed; thatching of houses were partly or wholly earned away, and 
trees, large and small, were uprooted. Some trees thirty or forty years 
old were destroyed. The humcane began to subside; from about 
11 A. M. and at & p. M. it was blowing a stiffsh breeze accompanied with 
little ram. The rain ceased at about 3 p. m., and heavy low hanging 
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clouds were bein^ rapidly earried away to the south-east ; between 9 and 
10 p. If. a light wind had set in from the south-west^ and there were left 
only few detached white lofty clouds. 

The fall of rain during the hurricane was inches. 

E. 0. BENSLEY. 


APPENDIX B. 


Account of tAe Cyclones, 

Deenonauth Bhuttachaijee^ Sub-Overseer^ left GnngaikhaUee on 
morning of 4th instant, Tuesday, fox Eookrahattee. Day was doudy 
and shghtly stormy. At 9 p. m. the storm blew with increased violence, 
and was accompanied with rain and continued increasing to 9 a, ic. of the 
following day, the 5th instant. At 10 a* m. some of the fir trees in the 
garden attached to the Gazeepore dismantled bungalow with the roof of 
Office room fdl by the force of the wind, and the store-room was levelled 
to the ground ; kitchen roof also fdl in half an hour after, and all the 
teak doors and wmdovre in store were being blown away. The 6th 
instant was the fifth day after the full moon. The last day the bore is felt 
during fell moon is the third day after the full moon. The flood tide 
set in at Xookrahattee an hour earher, but no bore came with it. It 
was half an hour or so after the tide made tliat the storm wave passed 
up the river. The Baboo had taken didter in the Office room at Gazee- 
pore, but when it became roofless, he had to sed: shelter in the village 
dose by. This village is situated on higher land than our bungalow 
compound. The water m the fidd adjoining this village began rising at 
a litlile passed 11 a. u., and rose to between 6 and 7 feet about that 
land by after 12 o^dock. The wind was then blowing from direct east. 
But it changed direction at about S p. h., when the land water began to 
subside. At about 7 p. v. the ears of paddy began to appear, i. e., 
between 3 and 7 p. u., the fidd water had subsided about 3 feet. 
The storm was fdt g^reatest at 11 a. m., wind changed to south at 3 p. m., 
and to west at 6 P. if. ; wind abated at 8 p. m. Sky became dear and 
stars were visible. At 8 a. if. of the 6th there was half feet of water 
in field near the above-mentioned village, but it thoroughly subsided by 
the morning of the 7th. 


TAe %%nd October 1864. 


A. SMITH. 
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Fi-om A. Smith, Esq., Offg. Magistrate and Collr. of Midnapore, 

to Commr. of tlie Burdwan Division, — (No. 128, dated 10th 

November 1864.) 

On the 9th October last I placed before you a hi ief account of the 
e^Eects of the late Cyclone on the district, \^th the promise that it will 
be supplemented by a more complete report when I had fuller informa- 
tion before me. I have since sent you my diaries, and have given 
you information as I received it from time to time, and though I am 
not even now in possession of such full details as I should like to com- 
municate to you, 1 do not think it advisable to delay longer the submis- 
sion of the promised report. 

2. Mbteorologioal FBATtriiBS.— Notes were taken of the storm 
as it proceeded at Midnapore and Contai, at the first place, by the Civil 
Surgeon, and at the latter by the Executive Engineer. These notes 
which will be of interest as exhibiting the meteorological features of 
the Cyclone, are appended to the report along with an account given 
by a Sub-Overaeer in the Department of Public Works of what oc- 
curred near Kookraliattee, in the Pergunnah of Doiodoomuan. From 
the descriptions of the storm given me, I should say that the centre of the 
Cyclone passed from CowkoUy to Tumlook. The storm wave, of which 
mention will bo made below, appears to be the accumulation of water 
forced towards the centre by the action of the wind, as leaves arecoinpelled 
to the centre of a whirlwind. It was probably aggravated in its 
effects by the fact that the calm centre moved in the same direction as 

^ the tide, but it does not seem to have been in any way associated with 
a bore, and the tide appears to have generally set in for sometime be- 
fore the storm wave came. 

3. Dooalitt affbotbs.— The northern and western parts of 
tiie district were not much affected. At Gurhetta but little storm is 
said to have been felt, and no damage is said to have been done to the 
Police Stations of Salbonee, Bheempore, Gopeebulubpore, Dautoon, 
and Jellasore. At Keshporo, Naiainghnr, and Eoghoonauthpore the 
damage was slight At Midnapore itself the storm was violent, and 
all over the eastern part of the district it was so. 

4. Loss OF Life. — ^The loss of life due to the violence of the 
storm itself and to ordinary casualties arising theiefrom is compara- 
tively small. At the Police Stations comprised m the Suclder Di- 
vision of Midnapore, only thirty-three sncli deaths have been reported. 
From Contai and Tumlook, the infoimation of the number of deaths 
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formally reported has not been received ; bat as snoh reports would not) 
under the enormous loss of life known to have occurred there, be any 
guide to its real extent, the circumstance is immaterial. 

5. The vast destruction of life and property which occurred in 
fh^e two Sub-Divisions and specially the latter, was due to the extra- 
ordinary height of the storm wave which rose high above the embank- 
mente and inundated the country for many miles inland. 

6. The sea coast from the Soobunreekha to the Russnlpore and 
the banks of all the rivers and khalls in the south of the district are 
girt by embankments which are required to protect the country from 
the spring tides, and which have of late years been elevated at a great 
expense to ward off the inundations brought by storms like the present, 
by which it was devastated in former times, but which it has escaped 
since 1834. 

7. The main embankment is the great sea dyke of Hidgellee ex- 
tending from the Soobunreekha to Shamchuck on the western bank of 
the Russulpore. Along the greater part of this portion of the coast the 
storm wave did not attain to any extraordinary height. At Raneali on 
the west and Mohorumpore on the east of the Solamoban, it attained 
only the hmght of 4^ feet above the country level, and about a mile 
below Baneab, it sncoumbed to tbat’of the ordinary springtide. As it 
approached the Russnlpore, its height increased. At Joonpoot it was 
11 feet 6 inches, and at Dowlutpore 30 feet 8 inches. At Shamchuck, 
which is some distance up the river, it was 11 feet only. 

8. From Bhograie adjoining the Soobunreekha to Kunkota and on 
to Beerkoolj there was no storm wave. From Beerkool to the Solamo- 
han the sea broke over the embankment at only two or three places, 
where it was low. but between the Solamohan and the Russulpore, there 
were four or five breaches. 

9. I have not personally seen that part of the country except so 
far as it is visible from Contai and the road thence to the Russnlpore 
Ferry, but Baboo Krishnapersad Ghose, who has been towards Gopal- 
pore, reports that he found most of the villages apparently deserted. 

10. The salt-water seems to have more or less spread over all the 
country on the south of the Sand range of Contai from the Russnlpore 
to the Solamohan, and to some extent on the north from the breaches 
in the embankment between Dowlutpore and Russulpore. The ude 
water passing up the Russulpore topped the Hasseah embankments on 
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the Seerpaio and Baleaghaie, and the country was also to some extent r 
flooded by them, and the crops near them were evidently suffering 
therefrom^ though when 1 had them tested the waters were found to he 
entirely fresh. 

11. It was, however, in the tract between the Bussulpore and the 
Boopnarain that the worst effects of the storm were felt. The storm 
wave rose higher than it did on the coast below the Russulpore, and the 
embankments having opposed to them, the waters of the rivers only are 
much lower than those of Hidgellee, which were designed to resist the 
violent storms from the Bay. 

12. These embankments were every where topped by the waters. 
At Cowkolly and Hedgeree, where observations have been taken, the 
waters were found to have risen to a height of 30 feet 6 inches over 
the country level, being 6 feet 4 inches at the former, and 4 feet 
3 inches at the latter Station above the crest of the Hooghly face. 
From Bhograie, on the Bussulpore, to Ghur Chuckerhereab, 8 miles 
above Kedgeree, 1 have gone along this embankment. There ore large 
breaches here, and there and &r its whole length the earth-work has been 
washed away to a must serious extent. The dam closing the Kono- 
jopore Khali had disappeared, except the stakes against which a corpse, 
white from decomposition, was jammed. The sluice at the Khollakhallee 
had all disappeared, except the buttresses, and the Tangrakhallee had also, 
been laid open. The drainage waters were receding rapidly through' 
these channels and some of the breaches in the embankments. 

13. The water line in the interior of the embankment was strewed 
with dead cattle. Between Bhograie and Kedgeree there must have 
been more than 100 of them. It is singular, though the loss of human 
life throughout tliia tract is known to have been excessively large, fhnfc 
no corpse were found in this position. 

14. Along the low road by which I went from Gliur Chuckerbe- 
reah to Balleeaghatta I counted several, and on the 12 miles between 
Balleeghatta and Kookrahattee as many as seventy-two. 

15. The loss of life through the whole track from the Bussulpore 
to Kookrahattee has been veiy large, but specially so above Kedgeree. 
Between Kedgeree and Kookrahattee we saw no one who had not lost 
large numbers of hia relatives. The Police of the Kedgeree Station 
have knowledge of 1,585 deaths throughout formally reported to them. 
The people of Goomghur estimate their loss at three-fourths of the 
population, and Sooruthram Prodban, the ITaib of Borodoomuan. savs 
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that in Mr. Collector Baylej’s time he estimated the population for that 
Officer at 15,000, and that he numbers the survirors of the inundation 
at 5,000. As the population of a locality so notoriously prosperous 
must have much increased since Mr. Bayley’s time, this gives a very 
serious estimate of the loss ; whatever may be thought of it, it is certain 
that the proportion of lives lost to population has been very great. A 
case of daooity from the neighbourhood of Nundeegoan had been com- 
mitted to the Sessions with thirty-two witnesses. The Police have re- 
ported that only two of them are forthcoming, and though I have or- 
dered farther enquiry on the point, the circumstance may be noted here 
even though eventually it may be found that the missing thirty hqye 
not all been lost. 

16. That Mr. Botellho, Post Master and Honorary Magistrate of 
Kedgeree, with his family, had all been carried away, 1 have already in- 
formed you. With the exception of Mrs. Botellho, their bodies were 
all recovered and buried, but her remains have, 1 regret to say, not 
been found. She is said to have worn on her person at the time of her 
death, jewellery to the value of Ks. 2,000, which is, I fear, the ex- 
planation. But little of Mr. Botelllio's property has been recovered. 
The Police did not behave well, having all bolted. Their Station had 
been washed clean away, nothing remaining but a few inches of sticks 
projecting from the ground. The bazar and seemingly most of the 
people in it were swept away also, still their discretion of tliis charge 
when the inundation had receded and their presence was peculiarly re- 
quired to inspire oonUdence and give protection was not creditable. The 
Police of Sootahatta also left their jurisdiction, and the District Superin- 
tendent has put them on their trial. The Assistant Superintendent of 
Contai acted with promptitude. He sent out an Inspector and a party of 
Police specially to recover Mr. Botellho’s property, and maintain order. 
The Inspector instead is said to have compounded with the people for 
not searching their houses, and has also been sent up for trial on what 
seems jtrimd /acie to be pood grounds. The result of these trials will be 
intimated to you hereafter. 

17. Prom Kookrahattee up to Tumlook the loss of life is believed 
to have been much less serious than it was below Kookrahattee and at 
Tumlook itself. At the latter place only about twenty deaths were 
formally reported to the Police, hut the number of ascertained cases witli- 
in the Municipality is 436. 

18. In the Fanchkoorah Police Station the formal notices amounted 
to sixty-sis, but this number was less than the deaths known to have 
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occurred at KoeTah only. Nowhere, however, does there seem to have 

* 

been any appioach to the wholesale destruction found in Goornghur, 
Dorodooinuan, and the lower part of Mysadul. 

19. CxtOPS. — Beyond the tract inundated either by salt or fresh 
water, owing to the unusual height of the storm wave, the <;rops present 
a very promising appearnce, and offer every prospect of an abuiidant 
liarvest. Had the Cyclone occurred in March or April, the productive 
powers of tlie land wherever the salt-water extended would have been 
destroyed for the next three years. At the present season the large 
volume of fresh water poured into the bay during the rains diminishes 
greatly the saline power of the waters in the coast. The land besides 
is soaked with fresh water, and therefore less liable to be impregnated 
with the salt-water poured over it than it would he in the dry 
months, while the large quantity of fresh water already spread over the 
country mixing with the tidal water as it extended inland reduced its 
saline properties. Tlie compiling power which created the storm wave 
ceased when the centre passed, and the change in the direction of the 
storm too carried off the flood from a great portion of the land very 
quioMy, and so the damage done, though very serious in some places, is 
fortunatdy very much less than I at first feared, and probably nowhere 
will any evil consequences be found to ensue except to the crops now 
in the field. 

ZO. It is satisfactory, inasmuch as it tends to confirm this view, that 
even the growing corps have been nowhere injured, except where the 
waters have not been drained off, and where they would certainly have 
been mjured had the waters been entirely fresh. 

21. In Majnamoota and Balegorah flooded by the breach at Bwo- 
lutpore. Baboo Krishnapersad Ghose thinks the injury done to the crops 
trifling, if any. Xu Kalindee Balsye, Bhograie, Khaleessa Bhograie, and 
Goomesh the early sown crops had escaped, hut those sown late or the 
name EhusuL as the Natives describe them were injured. 

22. In Kalindee Balsye a portion of the embankment being compara- 
tivdy very low was surmounted by the storm wave in the Feechabuny 
Khali (Solamohan), and the sluice gate at Kashmalee having fallen 
down, and those at lugo Mohan Chuck and Mania not having been opeii- 
ed in time, the water remained stationary for a few days. 

23. Xu Bhograie, Khaleessa Bhograie, and Goomesh, some injury 
has been sustained fiom the flooding of the Baleaghaie and the Dhun- 
ghatta Khali, a channel leading into tlie Peeohabuniiy, the aluice gates 
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over the Sonamoye Khali having sunk down and thereby obstructed tbe 
drainage. Ten or eleven days after the inundation, these gates were set 
right, but the water had, in the mean time, done its work. In some of 
the villages comprised in these Pergunnahs, the water is still standing. 
The Deputy Collector estimate the anticipated loss in Kalindee Balsye at 
one-eighth, and in these three Pergunnahs about one-fourth. 

24. A more minute examination of Paharpore will be made, but on 
my way to Contai I found it flooded, and to some extent damaged, by the 
waters of the Baleaghaie, as mentioned above in the lOth paragraph. 

25. Turf Kiinch Narovamoota, Fattaspore, and JuUamoota are said 
to have suffered and will be examined immediatdy, but they have not 
yet been seen by any Officer. 

26. In Kusba Hidgellee and Turf Beesseean 1 foimd the crops, 
which ought to have been still green, of a darker color than natural, and 
showing the yellow leaf without the grain. Even the peasantry could 
not say how much injury hadheen sustained, as they adjoin the embank- 
ment which had been well breached, aud through the breaches and sluices 
of which the waters were very quickly drained off; it is probable no great 
harm has been done. They will, however, he watched as they approach 
maturity, and the result reported to you. 

27. In Goomghur their appearance was much more unpromising. 
They were still swamped with water, and presented, though lu a greater 
degree, the other features noticed in respect of Kusba Hidgellee. On 
examining the stalks, no ears were found, and the peasantry said they 
did not expect that more than one-fourth of the ordinary harvest would 
be obtained. 

28. In Dorodoomnon it was still worse. Near the embankment 
the crops were uniiyured. Ghradually, however, on proceedmg into the 
interior they became worse and eventually disappeared altogether. I 
do not tbmk that more than a very small poridon of the crops of iih ip 
Pergunnah will he saved. 

29. The Huldee and the Boopnarain flow pretiy nearly paralld frdm 
Pauchkoorah on the. one side, and Koelah on the other, until they join 
the Hooghly, and the country seems to have been flooded by both until 
above Tumlook, and by the latter as far as Koelah Ghat. 

30. Between the mouths of the rivers is Dorodoomuan already 
menidoned. Above are the lands of the Mysadul and Tumlook EatnApip 
aud of Kasseqorah. I have said that the crops in Dorodoomuan were 
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most injured in the interior. The drainage of the country follows the 
laws which usually ^yem it in alluyial plains. The banks of the rivers 
are the highest part of the countiy^ and the slope from them is to the 
inteiior from which the water is drained off by the khalls It follows^ 
theieforoj that the interior is longest covered by water^ and I apprehend 
that along the middle portion between the two rivers the loss will be 
great. Above the line between Kookrahattee this portion has not yet 
been examined. Mr. Dickens has seen and reported favorably on the 
crops along the embankment^ and into the interior along the Banka as far 
as Mysadnl, but the localities most likely to be injured have not yet been 
seen. Near Koelah I noticed some slight injury. Between Tumlook and 
Panchkoorah the flood waters had spread over the whole of Tniolook and 
a great part of Kasseejorah. The orops^ when I sawthem^ were swamped 
with watexj which was being drained of. Mr. DucaSj the Bhcecutive En- 
gineer of Tumlook, who has passed by that route at a later period than I 
did, is of opinion that the one-third of the crops .between Tumlook and 
the old Zemindaree bund, which passes the latemkoor bungalow, has been 
lost, but that between that and Panchkoorah it is uninjured. 

SI. GhiyBBiooiNT Laishd Bevbnttei. — ^The oonsideration of this 
subject naturally follows upon the description of the crops. No formal 
application for remission has yet been made by any Zemmdar or farmer, 
though in the Hidgellee Khas Mehals some of the ryots have peti- 
tioned that the flirmers should be directed to concede them this indul- 
gence. The condition of these Mehals is very peculiar. It was because 
of their liability to inundations of this nature that they were not per- 
manently settled at the time of the decennial settlement, and it was 
on account of the inundation of 1834 that the settlement then recent- 
ly made with the Zemmdar was transferred to farmers. The farming 
settlement will expire in 1273, and the Zemmdaree settlement in 1274. 
The formers have long held the leases on easy terms and merit no special 
indulgence, but as the estates will, at an early period, come under re-set- 
tlement, it may be a question how far it may be for our own interest to 
concede such mdulgences as may be required to induce &8sh cultivatoi's 
to supply the place of those whose hves have been lost in this nnusal 
calamity, and to enable the survivors again to set in earnest to the culti- 
vation of their fields. The only Mehal to which I would he disposed to 
advocate indulgence of this nature on the information now before me, is 
Dorodoomnan. 

I 

89. The Dewan of Mysadul informs me that Lis Tn a flf. e r will not be 
alijle to meet bis next January kist, and considering that the whole of hjg 
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estate lias been inundated^ tbat about three-ibattlis of bis tenantry in 
Goomghiir are supposed to be drowned^ and tbat the crops there and in 
other parts of bis estate ate certainly injured to a senous extent^ there is 
no doubt that he will find himself in difficulties^ and that it may be neces- 
sary to grant him some indulgence* In time I do not think it will he 
requisite or that it would be advisable to give him any reimbsio% and 
1 will not support any request for grace even unless it be shown me to be 
absolutely necessary. 


S3. PuBiaio PnoFBRTX EMBAirsMEiSFTS. — ^The most serious lo« to the 
State has been in the Embankment Department. I have already noticed 
ihe portion between Kedgeree and Ghor Ohudkerberea^ and the combina- 
tion of the hne up to Bapoolea Chuck is^ 1 am informed^ lu the some 
state as the portion below, and I have little doubt that the further sec- 
tion lying to the south of the Huldee has been very seriously injured 
also. I know it was breached in some places. 

34. Erom Baleeaghatta round Dorodoomuan and up to Koelah the 
injuries sustained are very severe. Between Tumlook and Koelah, about 
6 miles of the embankment from the Soudigga Khali to the Chuttor- 
deega stance have been washed almost entirely away. Above Koelah 
little damage has been done. To put the embankmmrts into order again 
wiU require all the )4tSilable labor of the next two yeairs, and the cost to 
the State wUl be very large. 

35. It will, however, be necessary to erect them to such extent at 
least as will exclude the tidal waters dunug the highest spring tides. 
It appears to me to be impracticable to erect such embankments as will 
withstand the storm wave of Cyclones, except at enormous outlay, and I 
think, after the experience of Hidgellee, where the embankments expressly 
designed for this purpose have in the first storm been found meffiectoal, 
though it IB notorious that the height and violence of the storm wave on 
that part of the coast was less than above all such embankments, will be 
viewed with suspicion. These calamitous visitations appear &om expe- 
rience to occur only after long terms of years. To erect embankments to 
ftitbstandthem, which ore of no use except when a storm occurs, and then 
give way, is to have no return for oux outlay. It is different, however, 
with embankments necessary to protect the country &om inundation by 
tbe ordinary action of the tides. These must always be maintained if 
cultivation is to be earned on at all, and repairs to the extent needed fot 
this pmi>osc must at once be made. 



.( 180 ) 


36. Salt. — ^The next great loss to the GoTemment is in its Salt 
Kevenue. At NarainporCj Bnssulpore^ Ealeenngore, and Kristonngorej 
the golahs have been all blown down. At Bnssnlpore^ the former 
golabs having been bnmt^ the condition of the surface of the salt pro- 
tected itj and Uttle^ if anj^ damage has occurred. I saw this golah on 
mj tour, and the intendants estimate of the salt in stock seemed to me 
to be correct. At the other golahs of the Hidgellee Agency, Ealee- 
nugore, Kristonugore, Bamnugore, and Pooieeghat the Salt Agent 
cannot inform me of the probable damage done. At the Narainpoie 
dep6t, in the Tumlook Agency, the computed loss amounts to maunds 
lj07,045, and the value of the golahs destroyed is Bs. 18,190. 
The Statement supplied by the Salt Agent exhibiting the loss is annexed. 
I would, however, remark that he has valued the salt at its selling 
price, while the real loss to Government is only the cost of manufacture 
and protection. The revenue which is superadded to give the selling 
price will he derived fi:om other salt, hut the actual loss to Govemmeut 
will exceed a lakh of Bupees in the Narainpore golahs alone. 

37. PuBLEO BmiDnros. — Within the range of the Cydone, few 
buildings, public or private, escaped without some injury. Masouiy build- 
ings stood, as was to be expected, best, but it can soarcdy be said that 
any public hmldmgs have escaped uninjured withm the range where tibe 
Cydone was violent. Out of about thirty-three Inspection Bungalows, 
under the Executive Eugfineer of Hidgdiee, only five, Tajpore, Eowlutpore, 
Deegah, Bunkotah, and Bhograie, are habitable, the rest being unroofed 
and otherwise injured. The bungalows from Eodah and Panchkoorah 
to the Hooghly in the Division of the Executive Eng^eer of Tumlook 
are, with the exception of Gewakhally, in the same state. The Police 
Stations at the following places have been injured as stated bdow, and 
the estimated cost of r^airs where known to me is given < 


Debrah, slight damage 
Panchkoorah, seriondy damaged 
Tumlook, entirdy down, site hardy traceable 
Dasspore, unroofed 

Be^pore, a wall down and thatch izyured 
Subung, a complete ruin 
Haixeah, ditto ditto .. 

Mudundpore, ditto ditto ... 


Esiiinated cost 
of repaxcB. 

Bs. As. P. 
.. 170 0 0 

. 419 0 0 

540 0 0 
. 162 0 0 

.. 60 0 0 

,. 102 0 0 

... 253 0 0 

.. 465 0 0 



( 181 ) 


Sootaihatta, a complete rnin ... 

Blnigwanpore, all falleu down. 

Pattaspore^ ditto ditto ••• ••• 

KedgeTee^ wadied away, only a few sticks remain 
Nngwan, much, injured ... ... ••• 

Narainglrar, trifling damage .«• ••• 

Dantoon, damage dight ... ••• 

Contai, Tinroofed ... ... ... ••• 

Boglioonatlipore, sliglitly damaged ... ... 


Bs. A. P. 
... 264 0 0 
... 170 0 0 
308 0 0 
... 260 0 0 
166 0 0 
m 

... 49 0 0 

... 400 0 0 
... 61 0 0 


38. No other Stations have been injured, but Mynah, Nurghat, 
Sonakhallee, and several other outposts have been destroyed. 


39. The Sudder DistUleiieB and BzciBe Offices have been djunaged 
as follows ; — 


EBlaxnated costi 
of lepaixB. 

Bs. As. P. 


Midnapore, damaged severely ... ... ... 132 0 0 

Hidgellee, Excise Office, all down, l>iBtillezy three walls down 300 0 0 

Pandhkoorah,DiBtilleTy all down, Ejccise Office mudi damaged 160 0 0 

^ damajge id ig ht ... ... ... 16 0 0 

40. At Tumlook the Deputy* Magistrate's Gutcheny and residence 
were unroofed, and the walls injured. The MoonsifiP's Office, the School, 
the Hospital, and the verandah of the Dispensaty were down. As there 
was a proposal to transfer the Head-Onarters of the Division to Panoh- 
koorah, no permanent arrangement wiU he made until orders have been 
passed on this proposal. 

41. At Oontai the Agency House, which serves as the residence 
and Office of the Deputy Magistrate and Office of the Executive 
Engineer, was disfigured, and some of the windows injured, but no 
damage of any serious nature was sustained. The lock-up was also down, 
but from the appearance of the locality, the storm was evidently less 
severe there at Tumlook. The beautiful Eassarema trees, which 
formed the chief ornament of the Station, were thrown down or broken. 

trees have been thrown down or broken wherever the storm ex- 
tended, and in many places, as at Oontai, their loss has deprived the loca- 
hties of much of their natural beauty. 
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4>2. Boass. — ^The roads have only suffered from the storm where 
they were affected by the iuundationj and old consolidated roads have even 
there suffered comparatively Httle. The new road from Jharessur to Bar- 
kowlea has been nearly half washed away^ and the line between Contaiand 
Nurghat has^ it is said^ suffered seriously. Between Koelah and Panch- 
koorah some of the metalling of the Trunk Boad has been washed off. 
Near Dewleah and about half of the road between Narainpore and Turn- 
look has diappeared. 

43. Teleqbaph Likes. — ^Prom Debrah to Tumlook and from Con- 
tai to Kookrahattee, viz.j Kedgeree^ the wires and posts were almost en- 
tirely down. The Midnapore line has been erected^ but when last I saw 
it^ the wires in many places hung so low over the road as to be a source 
of danger to travellers^ and 1 have addressed the Department on the sub- 
ject. On the other line 1 could not see that anything had been done to 
it ; when I went along it, some property pertaining to the Department 
lay at the Bussulpore Perry, which should be removed to a safer position. 

44. Pktvatb PBoriBTT. — have already mentioned the effects of 
the stoGrm on the crops ; second to the lora on that head is the loss of 
property m houses and cattle. After the account given of the different 
pubHc buildings within the range of the storm, you will not be surprised 
to learn that the huts of the peasantry have suffered largely. At 
Panohkoorah, Pertabgunge, Nugwan, and many other places, the houses 
were thrown down by the wind alone, but within the trade inundated by 
the sea and rivers this evil was much aggravated. Pew houses indeed 
resisted the combined strength of the wind and water. Xu Tumlook, 
within the Chowk^daree union, only 27 out of 1,400 houses are said 
to have remained standing. This place was in the centre of the Cydone, 
and may therefore be supposed to bave had to endure the strongest of 
the g^e. At many other places, however, the houses were m a> 
similar state. 

46. Wherever the inundation spread, the loss of cattle was large. 
I should say that I am certainly not under the mark in computing the 
entire loss in the district at &om forty to fifty thousand head. Wherever 
the loss of life has been large, the Iqjss of cattle has been so also, and 
except in some few instances, it is attributable entirely to the innndation. 

46. DiSTBESS EBi^UIBlIKG EEUBE, EX.TBKT THSBEOE, AKD KATUBE OE THE 
)QASIT!KB6 EEcouuxKXiEm.— Nowhcre except in. the localities submerged by 
the inoodation, does anything like distress exist. There, too, the country 
has long been noted for its prosperity as an agricultural tiaot, and the. 



{ 18B ) 

tenantry were previously comparatively well to do. The survivore have 
lost many of their lelativeSj their houses^ their oattle^ and much of their 
other property. Still few are left without the means of again setting 
themselves up in life. The destruction of the cereals in store and the 
loss of their other property subjects them to temporary hardships^ and 
these may be aggravated by t^e loss of crops in the worst parts. The 
necessity for relief appears to me to be temporary^ and the pressing want 
is food. The construction of their houses is an item essential to their 
comfortj but bamboos are pleutiM^ and the crops now in the fields what- 
ever may he the supply of grain, will soon yield plenty of thatch. The 
general complaint made to me on my tour was the high pnce of salt, 
caused apparently by the destruotiou of local stores. That must pretty 
well have remedied its^ ere now. The prices oomplained of were from 
2 to annas a seer. Eresh water, too, ought to he available. It vras 
found near Kedgeree, and at Ghur Chuckerbereah I replenished my own 
supply, I do not think the complaint regarding it likely to be of long 
duration Pood alone is immediately required. 1 met Mr. McNeile at 
Kookrahattee, gave him the informatiou I had coUeoted, and pointed out 
to him the localities at which depdts for relief were most required, and 
except that I think one might be placed at Banka for the rehef of the 
interior of the Mysadul Estate, I do not know that I would now add, 
any to those proposed to him, which embraced the coast from Kookrahattee 
round to Baleeaghatta and from Bassoolee Chuck on the other side of the 
Holdee to the Bnssulpore Ferry. 

47. The aid required wiU he only temporary. The labor needed 
for the embankments and for the works of the East India IriigatiQn and 
Canal Company will be a boon to the population, and will employ and 
support them when they do not find it more profitable to return to their 
agricultural labors, and it will be more agreeable to every one who would 
be a deserving object of charity, so to earn his bread than to receive it 
gratis. Immediately after the Cyclone, subsoiiptions were coUeoted in 
Hidnapoxe, and the provisions purchased from the proceeds were sent 
along the Ooloobanah road and to Tumlook to be sold to those who could 
buy and distributed to those who oould not. Supplies to the extent of 
Bb. 1,000 were also sent to Tumlook fixim pubho funds for sale, but, 
excepting in keeping down the exorbitant rates (diarged by the Mabajun, 

I cannot say that any real good was done thereby. In truth the Deputy 
Magistrate, who applied for them on the plea that the people were 
starving for want, found, when he got them, that the Mahajuns barj 
anticipated him, and that it was difficult for him to dispose of them, so 
as to cover the excuses incurred, a result which, though Government 
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may sustain some loss by the transaotiou^ seems to me to be rather 
satisfactoiy than otherwise. 1 have not yet received the accounts of these 
supplies^ but I will inform you of them hereafter. 

48. SANiTAjctY BEMAKKS. — ^It is satisfaotoxy to have to state that 
up to this tune the fears entertained of pestdenoe from the decaying 
and vegetable matter spread over thfe country have not been re- 
alized, and I sincerdy trust that this additional calamity may be warded 
off. The Mumeipal Committee of Tumlook took prompt action so far 
as that town is concerned, and on my last visit I was happy to find that 
the bodies of men and animals which on my first visit polluted the 
atmosphere, had been cleared away; that the decaying thatch and other 
vegetable matter with which the streets were covered, was being rapidly 
removed; and that the houses were gradually resuming their former ap- 
pearance. A slight outbreak of cholera had occurred, but it had fortu- 
natdy disappeared. It is also said to have appeared m one village, 
Azmutollah, in the mterior of MysaduL Details are not given. 1 have 
dircted that all bodies and carcasses on the public thorough&re be removed 
at the public expense, and I have requested the Sub-Divisional Officers 
to use aSL their influence with the landowners to induce them and their 
tenantry to bury or bum those found in the interior, and I have ad- 
dressed them also personally on the subject. It is true the period when 
the bodies were most offensive has passed, but nevertheless they contmue 
still a source of senous danger to the pubhc health where left exposed, 
fl-nd though daring the cold season this danger may be latent, it is probable 
that in the hot weather, which a few more months wiU bring about, it 
will, unless measures are taken in earnest to avert it, show itself in a 
manner which will seriously punish the neglect. 

49. To these measures my best attention will be given, and 1 hope 
they may be successful. 


From H. D. Daicfibb,, Es(%., Gommr. of the Nuddea Division, to Secy, 
to Gk>vt. of Dengal, — (No. £38, dated 6th November 1864.) 

In continnation of my No. £14, dated 17th ultimo, 1 have the 
honor to state that it has been represented to me from all quarters 
that, in consequence of the disastrous effects of the Cyclone in this Divi- 
sion, there is no chance of an Agricultural Exhibition meelmg with sup- 
port or saccesB if held at Eishnaghur this season. 
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Planters^ Zemindars^ Mahajuns, and Byots Lave alike buffered 
severe losses, and tlieir wliole attention and interest will be engrossed 
in tins direction for some tune. I am convinced that it would be im- 
practicable, if wise, to divert their attention to Exhibition matters at 
present, and that to attempt to do so would be likely to make these 
Shows unpopular. 

3. Under these circumstances, I have availed myself of the dis- 
cretion left me by His Honor the Xiieutenant (Governor, and have post- 
poned the Kishnaghur Show till the season of 1863-66. 


From S. C Baylby, Esq , Junior Secy, to Govt of Bengal, to 
Commr of the Nuddea Division, — (No, 4*989, dated 12th November 
1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 238, 
dated the 5th instant, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant Governor 
authorizes you to postpone, till the season 1865-66, the Agricultural 
Exhibition which was to have been held at Kishuaghnr at the end of 
the current year. 


From Cavtaxht H. Howe, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy, to 
Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2443, dated 24th October 1864.) 

I have the honor to submit, for the information of His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor, a Statement,^ m original. 
Return requested, defects of the hull and rudder of the 

'Water Tank Boat, and of the probable estimated cost for rejiainng the 
same* 

2. Hie damages sustained by the boat were caused by the late 
huiiicaue; and, as her services aie most urgently needed at the present 
time, I have, in anticipation of His Honor's sanction, which I now solicit, 
directed that her repairs be taken in hand at once. 

3. The estimated cost. Us 450, will have to be met by a special 
grant, as it is not provided for in the current Budget. 


From S. C. Bayijby, Esq., Junior Seigr. to Govt, of Bengal, to 
Master Attendant, — (No. 4792, dated 4th November 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Captain Howe's letter 
No. 214.8, dated the 24th ultimo, and enclosure, and in reply I am to 
inlbrm you that the Lieuteiiaut Governor sanctions the repairs lequired 

24 
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for the hull and i udder of the Water Tank Boat^ which has suffered 
from the effects of the late gfale^ at an estimated cost of Bs 450. 
The Deputy Auditor and Accountant General^ Bengal^ will be asked 
to report from what source this expenditure can be met^ and whether 
the surplus earning of the boat cannot be made available for this purpose. 
I am to take this opportunity to convey the Ineutenant Governor's 
approval of Captain Howe's proceedings in having directed the lepairs 
to be proceeded with in anticipation of sanction. 

The Estimate of defects is herewith returned. 


From Captain John G. Beddie^ Master Attendant, to Secy, to 
Govt, of Bengal, — (No. ^684, dated 11th November 1 864 ) 

The Anchor Boat Eeave^Uard having been driven ashore during 
the Cyclone and sustained considerable damage, which will entail an 
expense of Bs. 1,550, which is not provided for in the Budget, I 
have therefore to solicit that His Honor the Lieutenant Governor will 
allow me to add this amount to the Budget, as the Reave-Hard is 
urgently wanted. I have ordered the repairs to be proceeded with. 


From S. C. Bayley, Bsq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to 
Master Attendant, — (No 5099, dated ISth November 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2684, 
dated the 11th instant, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor authorizes yon to expend the sum of Bs. 1,550 for the repaim 
leqmred to the Anchor Boat EeaveSard. The amount should be 
debited to the Port Fund. 


From the Hqn'bus A. Eden, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Depy. 

Master Attendant m charge, — (No. 4218 T, dated Dai^eelmg, 18tli 

October 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2473, 
dated 12th instant, submitting, with remarks, a copy of a Beport hrom 
Mr. Vaughan, Master Pilot, on the late hunicane as experienced by Turn 
while in pilotage charge of the Ship Martaban^ and to say that the 
lieutenant Governor approves of your having arranged with the British 
India Steam Navigation Company to bring up the Pilot Brig Foam from 
the Madras Coast. 

2. I am to add that it is hoped that the Brig Chinmrah has been 
heard of since the despatch of your letter. 
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lE'roiii Captain H. Howb, Di^py. Master Attendant in charge^ to Secy. 

to Govt, of Bengalj — (No. 2J»63 M, dated 7tih October 1864.) 

1 have the honor to report^ for the information of His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor, that a trem^dous Cyclone raged over tiiis city 
and port on the 5th instant, doing incalculable damage. 

The evening of the 4th was gloomy with rain and a remarhably ang^- 
looking sun at sun>set j the Barometer, when I left Oiffice at 6-30 p. h., 
was 29**70', and no one appealed to anticipate anything beyond what is 
cjlled a dirty greai^ night. Towards midnight, however, it was blowing 
hard from the north-east, continuing the same at day-light, and until 
noon, when the wind was east, and blowing a hurricane with sheeta of 
rain. At 1-45 to 2 p. m. wmd E. S. E., and from this tune to 3 p. m the 
hurricane was at its height, and the Barometer showed 28” 70'. At 8-30 
p IT the wmd was S E., gradually veering round to the south and S. 
W. with occasional lulls, and at 5 the gale was rapidly subsiding. 

To give an adequate description of the disastrous effects of this 
Cyclone upon the Shipping is impossible. 

The ships were swept away from their moorings and dnven or cast 
ashore in heaps on the opposite side. 

Many vessels in the stream drove from their anchors, fouled others, 
and were all swept away together. 

Several large ships sunk m the middle of the river with the loss of 
all hands. 

As related in the M^Ushnum of this date, the crew of the Gotmu^ore^ 
a magnificent new ship of 1,200 tons, which capsized and sunk off the 
Custom House, were saved through the g^allantry of a Sailor named 
Cleary, who swam off to the wreck with a line, by means of which they 
all got safe to the shore. 

Bumours and reports of loss of life are coming in every moment, and 
it is impossible at present to ascertain what is true and what is nnoertain, 

A ship 16 sunk below Garden Reach, and it is said the Captain, with 
his wife and ohildem, went down with the wreck. Eleven vessels have 
already been ascertained to have sunk, and there mnst he 150 on shore 

• 60 Coswpore They are laying in heaps in three divisions 

9 Gooaery Sand. abreast of the town, while numbers have 

7 Oardan Beadi. _ _ . j. a i. /-i a. 

been driven up to and above Cossipore.* 

In tbe present state of afimrs, all that can be done is to use every 
exertion to get the ships off and into safe anchorage j it is impossible at 
this tune to give auy account of the names of vessels ashore at Uie 
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different localities; they are with few exceptions all on shore and all 
the Harbour Masters and Pilots are employed m extricating them and 
tugging them adoat by steamers. 

The loss of a number of boarts in the Harbour Master’s Department 
seriously cripples us^ and boats are not to he hired at present for money. 

The vessels in the Salt G-olah and Bailway Moorings rode it out in 
safety^ so did the JRobert Lees at Chandpaul Qhaut Moorings^ while 
vessels in shore and outside of her were driven away. 

The Saugor Light Ship rode it out in perfect safety in the middle of 
the stream j as did the Qrapjgler until fouled, when she parted, hut was 
afterwards brought up, and was again drifted into by five ships which 
swept her away and dismasted her. She is now afloat. The Muilah 
Pilot Brig is high and dry, but not damaged. The Guide and Foam are 
sate, and so are all the Government Vessels, with the exception of the 
Adja%, which is high and dry below Port Point with her back broken, and 
the Ganges off the Custom House. It is hoped that we shall be able to 
recover this latter vessd and the machinery and boilers out of the Adgau 
The floating Church Dallah was driven flrom her moorings, and is a total 
loss. 


On the morning of the 6th, I despatched the Koladgne to proceed to 
the Soonderbnnds to see if anything had happened to the Feel with the 
Troop Boats Konaie and Qogra having the ISlth Begiment Native 
Infantry on board, and the Celentg was despatched to the Bentinck and 
thence to visit the Sandheads, but up to this moment no reports have 
been received &om any of the stations down the river. 

The Dock-yard has suffered very severely, scarcely a shed or work- 
shop standing, the Pactory has escaped any seiious damage, and the 
machinery is all safe. 

The moorings in the port have all disappeared, and the ruin and 
desolation are complete. 

Pntire fleets of Inland Steamers and Plats are irretiievably lost, for- 
tunately none of the vessels engaged for the Bhootan Expedition were 
here, and it is hoped they may have escaped. 1 am looking forward with 
great anxiety for the tidings from below, as it is computed the centre 
passed somewhere neai Mud Point, m which case the BewUneh and other 
vessels near thatlocahly would have been exposed to gieat danger. 

The Mail Steamers are all more or less sufferers ; the Bengal is high 
and dry ; the Fubia dismasted , and the Nemesis considerably damaged 
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by the Hmloostm fouling her i the latter vessel eventually rolled over 
and over and sunk j and there is scarcely a vessel in port in a fit state to 
go to Sea. 

The Screw-steam Ship Mawritiua is amongst the Shipping ashore 
off Fort Point, and the Sydney j which was to have taken the 
Mails, is aground on Gooseiy Sand. 

I hope to have the Arracan and Prime Arthur ready for service by 
the 25th of the month, if the work is not delayed for want of artificers, 
but it IS much to be feared that many of our previous calculations and 
arrangements may be upset by this calamity. 

I cannot dose this Report without bringing to the notice of the 
Lieutenant Governor the handsome manner in which Mr. Boss, of the 
Firm of Messrs. Gladstone, WyUie and Co., has come forward as Lloyd'’s 
Agent. He has advanced money to the Department to hire boats and 
men at a time when hone was procurable from the banks, and has en- 
gaged to pay for the hire of any Steam Tugs that we may employ to assist 
the Shipping. 

P. S. — ^The Tug has just ariived with Captain Lewis and 

the Troops from the Bentimh, which vessel is wrecked on top of the bund 
at Diamond Harbour. All hands saved. The Coolie Ship AU^ with 350 
coolies wrecked at Bungafiillah with the loss of nearly all hands, also 
her Tug Alligator ^ and the Tugs Phanix and Pvxtrhauauth, the two latter 
at Saugor. The Kedgeree Pilot Vessd is safe at Diamond Harbour, but 
dismasted. The Ship Baron Benfreu is also wrecked at Diamond Har- 
bour. 


Telegram ffom Cavtain H. Howb, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, 
to Lieut. Govr. of Bengal, Dai^eeling, — (dated 10th October 1864.) 

Peal and Plats safe j going on. Progress and Plats with stores and 
opium high and dry in Channel Creek. Megna and Salween high and 
dry at Kedgeree. Inundation at Kedgeree. Post-Master and family 
and numbers perished. All stations in want of provisions. Sending 
help in every direction. Buoys at ELedgeree in their stations. No 
signs of Gasper light. 
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From tlie Hon^boj A. Edbn, Secy, to Govt, of Beng'al^ to Depy. 

Master Attendant in chai'ge^ — (No. 4il4il T, dated DarjeeLiu^^ 11th 

October 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2453 M, 
dated the 7th instant, as also your Telegram dated the 9th idem ; and in 
reply to request that you will be good enough to furnish a further and 
complete Eeport when the full extent of the damage caused by the 
Cyclone has been ascertamed. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor authorizes you to incur any expense 
that may be necessary for saving life, and for lendering assistance to 
vessels in difficulty ; and His Honor desires me .to express deep regret 
for the very serious loss of life and property caused by the Cyclone, and 
his sympathy for the sufferers. He also notices with admii*ation the 
gallant conduct of the Seaman Cleary, by whose intrepid behaviour the 
crew of the Qomi^ore was saved. A Special Report leg^ding the Sea^ 
men has been called for &om the ^nmussioner of 1?olice. 

3. 1 am to request that you will convey the thanks of Government 
^to Mr. Hoss, Lloyd's Agent, for the timely assistance he rendered on the 

occasion, and to state in conclusion that you should take immediate mea- 
sures to replace the moorings, and to restore the Port Establishments to 
an efficient state. 


From S C Bayley, Esq , Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Offg, 
Commr. of Pohoe, Calcutta, — (No. 4154 T, dated Daijeeliug, 12th 
October 1864. 

With reference to the accompanying extract from a letter from the 
Depufy Master Attendant m charge. No. 2453 M, dated the 7th instant, 
regarding the conduct of the Seaman Cleary in exerting himself to save 
the crew of the Ship Govin^ore, which sunk in the River Hooglily 
during the gale of the 5th instant, 1 am directed to request that you 
will report on the case, and state whether it is one which, in your opinion, 
calls for the bestowal of a reward by Government on the Seaman Cleary. 


From Camain H. Howb, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Sec^. 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2459 M, dated 8th October 1864.) 

In continuation of my letter No. 2453 of yesterday's date, I have the 
honor to state that the Commander of ii\ie.DefaHce reports the Govern^ 
ment Surveying Bng Meffna to be a wreck off Mud Point, but 1 have 
no further particulars. 
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I havo made airatififements, in concert with LloycVs to des- 

patch the Steamer Lady Elgin with Pilots to the Sandheads to assist 
the Celerity in search of disabled vesselsj and in lookings after the Pilot 
Brig'S and Li^ht Ships. 

Tlie Schooner ChurloUe will also be despatched from Canning Town 
to visit the Mutlah Sandheads^ and the Houses of Befuge will he visited 
as soon as possible. 


Prom the Hon'ble A. Enisir, Secy to Govt, of Bengal, to Depy. Master 
Attendant in charge^ — (No. 4191 T, dated Dai^eeling, 14th 
October 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No 2459 M, 
dated the 8th instant, and m leply to state that the Lieutenant Governor 
approves of the measures taken by yon for rendenng assistance to dam- 
aged vessels and sufferers from the late gale. 


Prom Captain H. Howe, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy. 

to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2463^, dated 10th October 1864) 

In continuation of my letter No. 2459 of the Sth instant, I have 
the honor to report that the Steamer has returned from her 

search after the Peel and Troop Boats, and reports them safe and pro<» 
ceeding on after the gale. 

Mr. Jewett, the Commander of Koladynej reports further that he 
saved four lives, and that to the eastward of Bherl Cherra there had 
evidently been no gale ; the wood-cutters' boats were at work as usual. 

But although the Peel escaped, the Bengal Biver Company’s 
Steamer Progress and Flats which entered Channel Creek a few hours 
later, and did not reach so sheltered an anchorage, were not so fortunate; 
the Progress is on shore with one Flat having Government Opium on 
board to the value of two and a half lakhs of Rupees, and the othm: Flat, 
the GotohaUee, sunk with Commissarisit stores and ammunition. The 
Opium Flat is high and dry, and I have sent boats and men to assist 
in savmg the Opium, and the Koladyne, on her return from the sea-face 
of the Soonderbuns in search of ship-wrecked people, will bring the 
Opium to Calcutta. 
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I annex copy of a Report from Captain Laycock, of the Surveying 
Brig Salmenf reportmg the stranding of that vessel at Kedgeree ; and 
the Megna is also on shore at Huldia. 

Mr. Laycock^’s description of the dangers through which the Sal- 
Keen passed during the Cyclone, and of the devastation and ruin that 
have destroyed Kedgeree, will, I am sure, be perused with interest by 
the Ldeutenant Governor. 

Captain Laycock did everything possible for the safety of his vessel, 
and his conduct before and after the loss of the Salween^ while passing 
through such trying and indeed appalhng scenes as portrayed in his 
plain and unembellishod narrative, will not fail to meet with the consi- 
deration of His Honor. 

The recovery of the Sahoeertf and of her tender the Megna, which 
s on shore off Huldia, is doubtful; but Mr. Laycock is collecting 
materials and means of assistance and will proceed down the river imme- 
diately to re-erect the tidal telegraph masts, and make preparations for 
floating the Megna, and, if possible,’ the Salween, on the springs. 

All hands were saved on both these vessels. The Celerity ^ which 
had been despatched to the Sandheads on the morning after the gale, 
returned from Saugor anchoring buoy, having expended all her provi- 
sions in supplying people on wrecked ships and on shore on her way 
down the river ; she brought up the dismasted Pilot Bng Kedgeree, 
which had a very narrow escape, and had to cut away her masts to save 
her from foundering , her bowsprit was blown clean out of her. A copy 
of the Commanderis Report is annexed. 

The Ship Martaban arrived off town yesterday under pilotage 
charge of Mr. Taughan, Master Pilot. She was anchored at Saugor 
when the gale came on, and when it ended Mr. Vaughan found himself 
at the mouth of the Huldia River opposite Mud Point, the ship having* 
been carried by the storm wave over a number of the most dangerous 
shoals in the nver without once strikmg the g^round. 

Mr. Vaughan's description of the state of the river, as he passed 
up m tow of the Tug Alexandra, is dreadful. He states that the banks 
were strewed with corpses of human beings and cattle, while those in 
the stream were so numerous, he had difficulty m steering the ship clear 
of them. On receipt of his written report, a copy shall be submitted 
for the information of Gk>veriiment. 

As all the Signal Stations down the river are reported to be starving, 
I have despatched a large covered boat, the Swhft^m, with provisions 
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ffful water, under oHai^ of an Officer, to iheir relief, and the Celenty 
has g'one to False Point with provisions and stores for that Station. 1 
received a letter this day from the Master Attendant of Balasore, dated 
the 6th instant, in which he makes not the remotest allusion to the gale, 
hut indents for paint for the Schooner Orissa, so that it is evident the 
gale was not much, if at all, felt there. This leads to the hope that 
the gale may not have heen severe at False Point ; and that as the 
Al&tandra Tog, which was blown from Sangor over the sands on to 
Pipley Sand, had the wmd there from the north-west, our Pilot Brigs 
had been able to put to sea and get an offing. 

I regret to say that the Celerity reports that there were no signs of 
the two Light Ships in the Gasper Channel, but I hope they may have 
been dnven on shore on the Western Coast. 

The LaAy Blgin has gone out with Pilots, and assistance is being 
daily sent to the Sandheads. The Light Ship Saugor leaves to-morrow 
in tow of a steamer to t^e up the Fastem Channel Station, and the Deva 
will follow in two days’’ 'time to. 'take up the Gasper Light Station, and 
we are fitting out vessds as fast as possible to go down and rebeve 'those 
that may be m distress. Unfortunately our reserve vessels all suffered 
more or less, and repairing damages and re-fitting causes some unavoid- 
able delay. Another great obstacle to our progress is the want of men 

of spars. We have only one ^ar in the Dock-yard suitable for a 
mast, and we have four vessds dismasted. We are picking up spars 
wherever we can, and are taking the masts out of the Lady Canning, as 
she can’t be ready for some months, and pu'tting them into one of the 
Pilot Brigs. 

The work of getting 'the ships off the shore in port is also going 
on daQy as fast as possible, and during the next springs, in the course 
of thia week, they will come off in shoals. 

The Dock Engine-house chimney, which was always the great 
obstacle with Engineers to any lengthening of our Dock for fear of 
imdermining it, havmg fiilleu during the hurricane, and doubts being 
entertained of the Dock that was engaged over -the water for the Arracan 
b^ng available owing to the gates jammed with wreck, I propose to 
dock the Arracan in our own Dock, and this wiU be effected by merd.y 
catting away a small portion, a few feet in leng^, of some bric^-work 
at the head of the Dock, which will do no harm and can be built up 
again in 'three hours. 

P. S. — am happy 'to report that a tdegram was received this 
morning from Sonapore, on the Balasore Coast, to the effect that the 



( 194 ) 

one of the Sandhead Pilot Brigs^ was safe at anchor on the Ooastj 
although dismasted. The Celert^, which has gone to False Pointy will 
hnng her up. 

H. HOWE, 

Master Attendant in ehvrge. 

The Wth October 1864. 


From Captain F. Ijatcook, Offg. Biver Surveyor, to Hepy. Master 
Attendant in charge, — (No. 97, dated 6th October 1864.) 

I T^ret to report that on the night of the 4th and morning of the 
5th instant, while at anchor near the Upper Eastern Mud Point Buoy, 
I experienced a most violent Cydone from north-eastward, and the Biver 
Steam Vessel Salween under my command is now stranded on Eledgeree 
heach. I am glad to say all hands are saved. 

Throughout the morning of the 4th the weather gave no warning 
of the coming gale, and the barometer stood at Towards noon it 
became fully and cloudy to eastward. Captain Pearson, of the Megna, 
boarded j his barometer also stood at About 4 p. it. it commenced 
falling, at 8 p. it, it was . Sent down top gallant yards and masts 
and veered to 80 &thoms cable 10. Increasing squalls, veered cable 
to 100 fathoms, and let go the starboard anchor. At midnight blowing 
a gale at north-eastward with rain and high sea getting up. Ebb tide 
maMng, 5-80 a. h., parted the port cable, veered to 100 fathoms on star- 
board cable, got up the remainder of the port cable to bend to the port 
sheet anchor •, battened on the hatches fore and aft. 6th, at 3 A. u., blow- 
ing a hurricane j barometer Just as we got the port chain bent 
again, the starboard cable parted, the sea at the time makmg a dean breach 
over the vessd, let go the port sheet, and veered the remaining oable, 
found it did not bring us up. At 6-30 saw the Upper Eastern Auckland 
Buoy about 50 yards to north-eastward of ns. Finding we were fast 
drifting on to the mizen sand in two and a half fathoms, slipped and set 
the fore topmast staysail, got her head to westward, and steered for 
Kedgeree. 

At 7 A. M . took the heach opposite the Post Office, the Cydone at 
this time blowing with terrific violence ; the barometer fallen to j the 
seas washmg in immense waves over the vessd; sails all blown &om the 
gamete ; the boat washed away ; and weather one blown up the mam 
tigging over the davits. 
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Observed that the Btoxm. wave was oarr jing us in sliore as we passed 
over the tops of several trees ; fomid much water in the leeside of the 
hold and lower deck. At 11 a. m. observed the wind had veered to 
southward and eastward, still blowing in fearM gnsts. At 1 p. m. 
observed the water to be falling, and saw the Deputy Post Master’s 
house about 100 yards astern of us. 3 p. u. the water had receded 
from us j found the ruins of the Telegraph Offices under our jibboom 

The vessel is much strained j fore foot and part of false keel gone ; 
rudder unshipped; the damage to the leebilge cannot yet be ascertamed. 

In the absence of any Government Official here, it is my painful 
duly to report that the whole of Kedgeree village and bazar is swept 
away, and the Post Master and his frnuly, with a g^at number of 
natives, drowned. The Post Office is completely gutted, and the late 
Post Master’s hnngalow levelled to the ground. The Tidal Semaphore 
house and mast are gone, also the inner indek pile, the tindal and men 
saved themsdves floatmg on the roof of the house. The topmast of the 
Plag Staff here is blown away. All the Dawk boats missing, also No. 4 
Sow Boat. One Tina.n from her crew has just come in from one, and 
reports that she parted and swamped during the night of the 4th. 
The Megna was anchored m company with us before the gale. I cannot 
see anything of her from here. The boat Leadsman ia missing, her 
crew, with the exception of one man, are on board Balween, Sbe parted 
from the warps, she was made fast with astern of us, and the crew 
scrambled on board during the night. A large ship with only fore and 
xmzen masts standing is on the Jellingham Sand off Ghingro. 

A lasoar of the Steam Tug DwarhancUh has just come in and 
r^orts that that vessel foundered in Saugor Roads ; yesterday morning 
at 10 he floated on shore below CoucoUy. 

A boat’s crew of the Moating Light Vessel Hope are here, they 
came in the day previous to the gale for stock. Their boat is lost. 

This morning I found the body of Mr. Botellho, late Post Master. 
Owing to the bunds bemg washed away, and the country under water, 
I am unable to communicate with the Collector at Contai, the nearest 
Station. Myself and Chief Officer, with several natives resident here, 
Tecognise the body as that of Mr. Botellho ; it was found just over the 
bund to the northward of the burial ground. 1 have removed it to the 
burial ground, and if no Official arrives before this evening, will inter it, 
as decomposition has already set m. The bodies of hm wife and family 
are not yet found. 1 have picked up some of their clothes, &c. 
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I am at present euga^d in getting the instruments^ charts^ booksj 
and other valuable stores from the vessel to one of the spare rooms of 
the Post Office. Some of the books ore much soaked. 


From Mb. Beanoh Pilot Gr. Noabs^ Comdg. Kedgeree Pilot Vessel, 
to Offig. Master Attendant, — (dated 10th October 1864i.) 

I have the honor to report for your information the arrival in 
Calcutta of the Pilot Vessd Kedg&ree totally dismasted in a hurricane. 

My cruise having expired, I was ordered in by the Senior Officer 
with directions to proceed to Diamond Harbour and await orders. 

On the 4th instant the vessel anchored a little below the Western 
Iteaf Buoy with 80 fiithoms cable; moderate north-east wind and 
fine weather; the wind freshened during the afternoon, and cable was 
given as necessary tiU 1-30 a. ic. On the 6th, when blowing very fresh 
from the north-east, veered to 70 fathoms on the port cable, and let 
go the starboard anchor with 80 fathoms. At 6-80 A. if. veered to 
96 fathoms on the port anchor, and 76 on the starboard. Endeavoured 
to get royal and top gallant yards down. 

At 8 A. u. still only fresh gale from the eastward ; barometer 
29*87. 

About 9 A. ic. wmd suddenly shifted to south-east, blowing a perfect 
hurricane, and we parted from (as I supposed at the tune) both anchors, 
and commenced driving the top gallant masts and starboard quarter 
boat blowing away. 

11-80 A. If. — Vessd laying with her hatches in the water. 

Nooir.— Y essels till laying hatches under, and having a great quantity 
of watm* bdow in imminent danger of foundering, I cut the main mast 
away. Hus did not ease the Brig at all, and the foremast followed when 
the vessd righted, and we were enabled to get rid of the water on deck 
and below. Barometer at noon 28*54. 

1 r. u. — The hurricane was at its height, the bowsprit was blown out 
of the vessd, the port quarter boat blew to pieces, and the large boat 
a mid s hi ps was struck by a sea to leeward, and hove from its position into 
the port waist. 

8-30 p. It. — Glearmg and slightly moderating. 

4 p. If. — ^Barometer 29*20, moderating very rapidly, when we 
found the vessel, to our astonishment, ofi Hospital Point; also sighted 
a veE»el ashore. 
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^Fhe port cable was hove in^ and we discovered we bad lost about 
70 &thomsj another anchor was bent ; the vessel dropped to Diamond 
Harbour and anchored for the night. The next mornings on heaving in 
the starboard chaLn^ we found the stock of the anchor bent only. 

Our barometer gave no indication of anything extraordinary tUl 
the hurricane was on uSj when it fdl with unexampled rapidity^ the sea 
was tremendous^ and during my period of service^ I have never experi- 
enced anything approacdiing to the force of the wind on this occasion. 


From The Hok'blb A. EdexTj Secy, to Govt, of Bengal^ to Depy. 

Master Attendant in charge^ — (No. 4^00 dated Dageelingj 15th 
October 1864.) 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2463 
dated 10th instantj with enclosures^ and in reply to state that the Lieuten- 
ant Governor has read Captain Laycook’s Iteport of the most lamentable 
effects of the gale with great mterest. Captain Layoock seems to have 
acted with great intrepidity and judgment. 

2. His Honor rdies upon your usmg every effort in your power to 
relieve the Stations and to re-fit the tidal telegraphic masts^ &o. He 
also approves of the arrangements you propose to make for relieving the 
Pilot Brigs and for doddng the Arracan, 

f 

3. It has g^ven the Lieutenant Governor great pleasure to hear 
that the gale did not extend beyond Balasore^ and His Honor hopes that 
the Light Yessds will be picked up by the Celeri^. The whole coast 
should be very carefiiUy examinedj and^ as &r as possible, all the creeks 
in the Soonderbuns. 

4. In conclusion 1 am to enquire, with reference to your complaint 
regarding the difidculty in obtaining labour, whether men cannot be 
procured from the Saalom^ Home for the Dodr-yard. 


Prom The Hon’blb A. Edbn, Esq., Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Officer 
in charge of Office of Director General of Post Offices in India,-— 
(No. 4201 T, dated Daijeehng, 16th October 1864.) 

I am directed to forward herewith, for your information, extract 
from a report made by the Officiating Baver Surveyor, Captain Laycock, 
regarding the effects of the gale of the 6th instant at Kedgeree, and to 
say that the Lieutenant Governor has read of ihe sad &te of the Post 
Master Mr. Botellho and family with, very g^at regret. 
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From Oaitain H. Ho-wb, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Se<^, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2478 M, dated 12th October 1864.) 

In continuation of my letter No. 2463^ of the 10th instant, I have 
the honor to submit copy of Mr. Master Pdot Vaughan's Report of the 
hurricane he experienced in the Ship Mcmiahm under his pilotage (diarge. 

^e information received fk>m seaward since the date of my last 
Bq>ort is, that the Bunnah Mail Steamer Per^ from Rangoon and 
Akyab, bdonging to the British India Steam Navigation Company, is 
reported to have foundered off the Sandheads, and it has been ascertained 
that the Pilot Brig Foam is at anchor dismasted off Sonapore on the 
Madras Coast below Ghnjam, and 1 have arranged with Messrs. Maclcin> 
non, Mackenzie and Company, the Agents of British India Steam 
Navigation Company, that the Steamer Pmaim bound up ihe Coast 
idiaU take her m tow and bring her up. Although the Oel&rity is at 
False Point, this is necessary, as the Officer in charge of her will never 
think of proceeding 100 miles to the southward of that Station in search 
of the Pilot Brigs ; and as I have no means of communicating speedily 
with Ealse Point, and there is a large number of Pilots on board the * 
F>am besides the crew, who may he in want of water and provisions, 
it is impossible to wait until 1 can convey orders by Post to the Celenty, 
or wait for her return. 

• I trust soon to be able to report the safe arrival of the Foam, and 
also of the Chiv^ivrah^ the only other Pilot Brig that was at the Sand- 
heads, and whioh has not yet been authentically heard of, although 
there are some vague rumours of her having been seen standing to the 
southward, whidh droumstance is of itself most hopeful. 


Prom Me. Mastbe Pilot N. W. Vaijghaw, to Bepy. Master At- 
tendant in charge, — (dated 12th October 1864.) 

I have the honor to report, for your information, the details of the 
Oydone of the Bth instant, rode out by me m charge of the ‘Rng lial-i 
Ship Martaban^ 

On the 4th October towed in from the Eastern Channel by the 

Steamer Pktmixj and anchored at 2 p. m. in the following position . 

JnBaugor roads, Saugor Lighthouse, south-east by south. Cowcolly 
Light, noith-w^ half west. Upper Saugor Flat Buoy, east by south, 
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14 9| fathoms water and 45 &tihom6 chain on the port bower. The 
weather was squally firom north-east with hea'vy rain. Baro- 
meter 29** 90' clearing^ np in the afternoon. Barometer rose to 
29° 96' at 10. Squalls from north-east^ and rain continuing* throug'hon.t 
the night. 1 a. ic. of the 6th October barometer had fallen a little, 
squalls increasing in force. 5 hrs. barometer having fallen consider- 
ably and the squalls still increasing m force, let go the second anchor, 
and paid ont chain to 76 fathoms on the port and 60 on the star- 
board; sent some of the men aloft to send down royal yards, &c., 
the rest to haul up cable. 6 a. u. wind had veered to east by south, in- 
creasing to a heavy gale, called the men down from aloft as it became 
unsafe for them to remain longer. A heavy sea had set in, causmg the 
vessel to pitch and knock about very much, barometer now began to &11 
very rapidly in an hour’s time, the mercury had gone down an inch, and 
the spirit on the sympiesometer had very nearly disappeared Shrs. 
blowing in terrific fury &om east south-east. Jibhoom and fore-top 
gallant mast carried away. 9hrs. Endeavored to pay out more cable, suc- 
ceeded m paying out a little when the sea broke over the bows so rapidly 
that I with the men narrowly escaped hemg washed overboard, the spars 
at this time began to cany away, main top-mast went. Yessel laboring 
very much, pitching and lurohmg heavily, cut away the rigging of the 
fore-top mast; by this time the wind had increased to such fury that it is 
impossible for me to describe its strength, the main mast went dose to 
the deck, taking with it the mizan top mast, and head of misen mast, the 
fore-top mast Hkewise carried away. 

lOhrs. 30 A. M — ^Barometer 28° 14', the lowest that it feU, the q>irit 
in the sympiesometer had now fallen bdow zero, llbrs. a slight rise in the 
barometer, wind veered to south-east, still blowing with great fury, 
the wind was now abeam, the ship laying over a good deal with the 
wreck towing alongside, it being quite out of our power to clear or cut 
it away. 12br8. barometer 28° 35', wind south south-east. Twenty min- 
utes after this baromerer 28° 86', wind south and decreased in force, 
sounded the pumps now and previoudy, but could not teU wbat water 
there was m her, &om the constant rain and the seas breaking over us, as 
soon as it was possible to get forward, paid out cables to 90 fathoms 
on port and 76 fathoms starboard; shortly after this it began to 
bredc up, commmiced to dear away the wreck by cutting away the 
rigging that was holding it. 14hr8. 20m. moderate south south-west 
gale, barometer 29° 41', found 20 inches in the well, rigged the port 
pump (the mam mast lying over the starboard one) , rain had subsided, 
sea gone down, and weather dealing up rapidly. It having deared up 
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piiffln icmfTy for me to see the land and marks. I waS astonished to iind 
myself in the following position ; — 

Eledgeree house south-west f west. 

Mud Point ff east ^ north. 

Gungra Trigonometrical *) west h^ south half south and in 5 
Station. J fathoms water^ and as far as I could 

judge westward of the Jelhngham Sand j my astonishment was great to 
find mysdf here^ having dnven. over some of the most dangerous sands 
in the river without humping or shoaling my water. The lead was con- 
stantly attended to by myself^ a deep sea lead was used^ and as wdl as I 
could judge^ we never shoaled into leira than 7 fathoms. In tracing the 
dnA of the Ship Mariaban on a chart, I find that the storm wave must 
at least have risen 40 feet to have earned me across these sands ; the . 
vessel on deck was a perfect wreck, main mast laying along the deck 
with the top resiing on the starboard rail, having earned away stanchions, 
covering hoard, rail, &c. Binnacle broken in, glasses in skylight broken, 
water m lower forcastle stove in, spar lashings on deck carried 
away, with spars and rigging laying about the decks in all directions, 
the water alongside b^an to shoal very fast. At IShrs. the ship took a 
broad sheer to port, carrying away the starboard chain at 75 fa- 
thoms, the port chain laying across the how, cut right through the 
cutwater to the stem, also cracking ihe starboard house pipe 3 
fhftTnn alongside. At this time ebb-tide, ship^s draft 17 feet 6 inches 
aft and 15 feet 10 inches forward, first day of neaps. Ship laid 
athwart for sometime when she swung to her anchor, and laid 
steadily with her head fair to tide, low water, fathoms least 
water round the ship. ] 9hrs. we were quite (dear of the wreck, got 
the spare anchor over the hows, bent the chain and ranged it. On the 
flood coming in ship floated and swung to the tide, light south-west 
winds and fine thxougb the night, barometer 39” 80\ 

On the 6th October at bigh water, 3 a. ic., commenced heaving m, 
started the anchor at 5hrs. 30m., and let her drift down with the ebb- 
tide, having observed tbe evening before that we were lying in a horse 
shoe on Jelliugham Sand. 6-30 a. ic. took the ground, swung with her 
head to the southward, and remained perfectly upright, got out our boat 
that we have saved (the one on the davits having blown away shortly 
after the Cyclone had commenced) , and sent her out to sound, found we 
have grounded on a ndge, the water to the southward gradually mcreas- 
mg and shoaling on both sides. On the flood paid out cable and 
brought up, having floated immediately the tide began to rise. I sent 
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the Chief Officer up to Mud Point with an Official Telegram in preference 
to Kedgeree^ haviug noticed lhat the Telegraph Office at the latter place 
was blown down j he returned^ reporting that the Telegraph Office had 
been deserted^ the whole country had been inundated^ and the, corpses 
of men and animals strewed over the place 

At high water hove the anchor up, letting the ship drift down with 
the ebb-tide^ keeping the boat sounding to the southward. By this 
means I got into Kedgperee green and brought up at 6 h. 30 m. p. ar. off 
Kedgeree in five fathoms water and forly-five fathoms chain, vessel 
making no water. 7th October proceeded with the Captain to a wreck 
we had seen to the southward ; this we found to be a Tug Steamer with 
her funnel gone and her head to the eastward laymg abreast of Bidgellec 
lliver about a mile iix>m the beach. The Steamer had wue riggmg and 
apparently new, returned to Kedgeree, pulling up dose to the bank; found 
nothing but dead bodies thrown up in all directions, and the nvei strewn 
with them. On landing at Kedgeree it presented no better an asjject ; 
the Post Office was washed clean out. Post Master’s house fallen down, 
himself and families drowned, trees rooted up, and dead bodies lying 
about. 

At Z p. 1C. we sighted the Steamer Alexandra steaming up from the 
southward along the western shore; hoisted the signal to be taken in tow, 
which she answered, and anchored close to us. 8th Octolier took us in 
tow on the flood and proceeded to town. 

I am sorry I could not forward this report sooner. 


Piom the Hon’blb A. Edeit, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Depy. 

Master Attendant in charge, — (No. 41^8 T, dated Daqeeling, 11th 

October 1864 ) 

I am directed to request that you will submit, for the mformation 
of the Lieutenant Governor, a full report of the damage done to the 
Shipping, both Government and private, in the Port and river and at 
the Sandheads, and to the Dock-yard, by the gale of the 8th instant. 
Also that yon will report on the measures taken by the Officers of the 
Marme Department to save life and property and to mitigate the effects 
of the storm. 
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From Captain H. HowBj Depy. Master Attendant in charge^ to Secy, 

to Govt, of Bengal^ — (No. 2479 M, dated 13th October 1864.) 

In contimiation of my letter No. 2473 of the 12th instant, I 
have the honor to submit, for the information of His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor, a copy of a Memorandum of the damage done by 
the late Cydone, drawn up by Lloyd's Agent, as far as oould be 
ascertained up to date. 

I have preferred adopting this statement to any I could have pre- 
pared, because it having been compiled for the information of the under- 
writers, it may be sufficiently depended upon, subject to correotions and 
additions which will be made from time to time, and because with all 
our hands employed on active duties, it has been impossible as yet to 
mahe any compilation in this Office, the Harbour Masters getting 6ne 
diip ofP after another, not having time to make reports and not seeing 
their homes for days together. 

The next report will he made np to the 16th, and a copy shall he 
submitted for further information, as also a correct list of the casualties 
to the Government Vessels. The only Inland Vessels that have snffired 
being, as before reported, tbe Steamers A^ai and Ganges j and the Float- 
ing Church DaUah. 

Some anxiety is felt for the ProserpinCj which left the Sandheads 
for Akyab at 1-30 f. of the 2nd instant, but allowing her to have 
made only 7 knots an hour from that time, she ought to have been in 
Akyab Harbour by 8 o'clock in tbe morning of the 4th ; and as the 
Burmah went in on that morning and was to have left the same evening, 
there could not have been very bad weather on the Coast of Arracau at 
that time. 

In reviewmg the wide-spread devastation committed in the Port by 
this Cydone, and the utter powerlessness and destiuctioii of our means of 
security against such a visitation, the consideration naturally offiers iteelf 
what can he done to guard against a return of the present disasters. 

The only really effident and secure measm’e that can he adopted is 
the construction of Wet Docks for the accommodation of the Shipping ; 
hut this must necessarily he a work of years. 

Again, if a portion of the Shipping were diverted to the Mutlah, 
which must ultimately be the case as soon as there are more appliances 
in that Port, the danger arising from ships driving adrift, and from col- 
liaions in a gale of wind in such a crowded Port as this, will be divided 
and consequently lessened. I consider this of great importance, ^nd res- 
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pectfiiUy suggest that Government should afford every encouragement 
and necessary aid to complete the requirements at Fort Canning. The 
leading ship-owners of Loudon are alive to the importance of the new 

Portj and have signified their opinion 
„ R and H^reeii that "when the necessary accommoda- 

;; Th^as®2?w Sndtb. wharves, jetties, 

&o,, is provided, the Multah, being the 
shortest, safest, and the more economical route, will be generally selected, 
in preference to the Hooghly, by all classes of Shipping, more especially 
now that the new Fort has direct communicatioa by Bailway with 
Calcutta.^' 


The next point is the moonngs, and very little more can be done to 
make this more secure than they were before the gale than to add to their 
length, so as to give the ships greater scope, and thus prevent sudden 
short jerks. 

In June 1S42, when a disaster similar to the present one occurred, 
only that the ships were mostly driven ashore on the Calcutta side, the 
moorings, which had previously consisted of anchors of 42 owt , were 
re-placed as soon as possible by anchors of 66 and 70 cwt., and the 
chains laid down were of the heaviest description, while new posts for 
shore fastenings, 22 feet long by 2 feet square, of the best sal wood, 
were supplied all along the river bank. 

It does not appear necessary to have heavier anchors, hut longer 
scope of chain, and this will necessarily reduce the number of mooring^, 
and consequently the accommodation and room in the Port for ships, and 
will he additional and strong inJiicement for ships to resort in considera- 
ble numbers to the Mutlah. 


In connection with the mootings is the following Begolation,* 
• »». of th. uiohooi kooTO to I leoommend diould be rigidly 


have started, tbe giound oh.un neiLt 
'|io the aachoL is 2^ inohee, and the next 
length to \7hi(di the ahill'a chain is 
shackled la 2 inches This ohain may m 
futaore he 2^ inches, hat it isdoubtfli) iX 
Jmois can he hmlt to hol4 np in the 
i^eshea any greater weight than at pre- 
sent, even now the hnoya arc nnder 
water dnxmg the strong tidea. 


enforced on all ships going into them 
or entering the Port in addition to the 
existing Port Buie, which provides that 
all vessels shall strike their ya^rds and 
masts if req^ured to do so hy the Mas- 
ter Attendant . — 


That from the 80th September, until afi^ the full moon of Novem- 
ber, no ship m the Port shall he allowed to have top-gallant yards or 
top-gallant masts aloft, and that they shall m addition strike top-sml 
yards and top-masts when required to do so, , 
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The present rule is not sufficiently absolute for the occasion, it beings 
applicable from time to time, whenever the barometer may give indica- 
tion of a change in the weather ; but on the recent occasion the baro- 
meter gave no warning until too late to send orders round to 260 ships, 
and the Hag-Staff, i^on which a sig^l used to be made to the Ship- 
ping on such occasions, no longer exists, but may be re-erected. 

Immunity from danger for a long series of years has apparently in- 
duced Commanders of ships in the moorings to look upon their vessels 
as safe as if in Dock, and being secure from the indnence of the fleshes, 
precautions against other dangers have been disregarded. 

Thus, during the Cyclone, ships were to be seen with their skysail 
masts on end and yards across, while almost every ship had her royal 
masts up and top-gallant yards across. 

When the ships were on their broadsides in tiers 4 and 5 deep, it 
was impossible to out away the masts, since they would have fallen on 
hoard the other ships, and probably have killed the greater portion of 
the crews ; hut there is every reason to believe that, if all, including the 
lower masts, could have been cut away, much loss and damage would 
have been prevented ; hut Sailors are very hard to he persuaded to cut 
away their masts in what is considered a shdtered harbour, and to adopt 
a resource generally in their previous experience only resorted to when 
on a lee shore and in a heavy sea, or in an open and exposed roadstead. . 

It must, however, he home m mind that all these precautions might 
not have availed, although, when possible, it would have been proper to 
have used tliem, for at the last moment it was the storm wave that lift 
the ships apd tore them from their moorings, 

I b^ to solicit the consideration of His Honor to the above sug- 
gestions. 


Ships lost, 

Alexander John Kerr . — With salt onboard; capsized at Cossiporc. 

AU ^. — With Coolies on hoard , lost near Diamond Harbour. 

Ajsemia. — Sunk ou the Howrah side of the nver on the evening of 
the 5th instant. ‘ 

Baron Redrew. — ^Totally lost near Diamond Harbour ; crew saved 
and brought up to town in the Steamer D^mee. 

Hospital Steamer Benlinck . — Lost near Diamond Harbour, crew 
and invalids saved. 

Qobin^jpore . — Laden Ibi Mauritius ; sunk off Calcutta, 
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Lew Chew — ^Laden for Golombo; sunk off town; full of water; 
some of the spars and gear may he saved. 

Veepaeian. — ^Bound for Colombo ; wrecked off Calcutta. 

TtUe de St. JDennU. — Bound to Mauritius ; lost off Calcutta. 

X 

Ships in a danoehoiis position. 

Asteroid. — High, and dry at Cossipore ; port side much up. 

Anne Royden. — ^On shore at Goosery ; much strained and several feet 
of water in her hold; being lightened. 

Aszopurdi . — Still on shore at Seebpore; dischaiging. 

Amvral Casey . — In a paddy field bdow the Botanical Gardens. 

Aladdin. — On top of the Bail way pier; much hogged 

Anne de Bretagne. — Afloat, but almost a wreck. 

Bot%nest. — Agiound in a bad position ; discharging. 

Cambean. — On shore at Seebpoie ; discharging. 

City of Pans. — High and dry at Cossipore; will have to discharge. 

JSarl of Clare. — ^Ashore at Barnagore; sustained consideiablo 
damage. 

Faigrobany. — On shore; bilged. 

G-reat Tasmania. — ^Aground ; all but a wreck. 

Crlenroy. — Still on shore’ in an extremely bad position, and veiy much 
damaged. 

Hanwer. — ^On the Goosery sands in a very bad state ; discharging. 

Htndostan. — Still on shore at Cossipore; dismasted and jammed 
with other ships. 

K%ng Arthur. — Ashore at Cossipore; not likely to come off; dis- 
charging cargo 

Lady Jiaiohnson. — Ashore at the bottom of Garden Reach. 

Macduff . — On shore; straining and very much damaged 

Pnde of Canada. — On shore and apparently settling down; making 
no water. 

Richard Busteed, — Still high and dry at Cossipore, with loss of all 
her meets (excepting fore-masts) and other considerable damage ; making 
no water. 

Romania. — Still high and dry at Prmsep's Ghat ; has not sustained 
much damage. 

Steamer Sydney. — Still on shore on Cossipore sands. ^ > 

Sir Wilham Byre. — On shore in a bad position. 

t^uthern Cross. — Still high and dry at NimtoUah. 
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Southamjtion — (Couutry Ship) almost 

Solmsf . — On the Cj-oosepy sands , sustained severa damage. 

S^r Jamse^ee Family , — Still on shore in a most dangerous position ; 
verymuoh damaged. 

Steamer TAunder . — aStill on tlie'top of a wreck off Bankshall , eveiy 
effort being mode to save her. 

Tartar . — StiU on shore on the Ooosery sands. 

Ta^ai . — High and dry at Oossipore , much damaged ; masts gone. 
Taragon , — On shore at Howrah in a very awkward position. 

Ville de 8t. Pierre . — On the bank in a very had position j diH% 
charging. 

Victoria Bridge. — Still high and dry at Cossipore. 

— Still high and dry at Seebpore. 

fVmcAeeter . — On shore at Cossipore ; straining a little ; disuhaiging 
P. & O. Cq.'b Steamer Bengal . — On shore above Bishop's CoU^ge , 
b^eved to be uninjured. 

Jputtay AUum, Futtay 8Aah AlluMf and Seeoetria.—mQwxitry Ships ; 
nothing farther particulars ascertained, 

Indian , — High nnd dry at Cqsslporo ^ a little damaged. 

Ships whioh iiiay ooiib off bbfohe or ok kext Sprikqs. 

Am/an Shak — Country Ship. 

Annoollynor . — On shore above the Mint •, discharging. 

Bolton Abbey . — On Seebpore sands ; jettisoning salt 
BrontgM on Sail . — StiU on shore at Bamkistopoie ; discharging. 
Ooniinental . — ^On shore on Gcosery sands; stern posts i\ot gone^ 
jettisoning caigo. 

Bsn^eralda . — High and dry at Cossipore. 

Guetave $t Jjouis.—^Sjgla, and dry at Prinsep's Ghat , discharging. 
San^den . — Still on shore above the Mint. 

Sdnmbal. — On shore at Seebpore in an awkward position. 

Ashore at Cossipope^ lost main aad mizen mast ; hull ap- 
parently all right j disohargmg. 

J/oi^ Palmerston . — Considerably damaged. 

J/otona . — Ashore at Seebpore; now discharging. 

Jjeomde . — ^Perfectly tight ; about 400 tons of salt jettisoned, 
^Qore^ort . — Still ashore on Gkiosery sands ; discharging. 

^vrzayoxe . — gtill ashore at Cossipore ; jettisoning salt. 

Moiayehvre. — On shore at Seebpore ; considerably damaged. 
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Steamer — Still on shore in a dan^iou^ position on the 

Howrah side ; discharging. 

StiU on shore at the hfiot ; discharging. 

Steamer Nada. — Still on shore off Clive Street Ghat 
Newcastle. — Still on shore at Seebpore in a rather cntical position j 
discharging. 

Prince Royal. — Still on shore at Cossipoi'e. 

S S. Panyab.—^itHi]. on shore ; shows little sign of straining. 

Queen of the Age. — StiU on shore ; some of her cargo damaged. 
Southern Bell. — Still on shore; not much damaged except in 

SingapM e — See further on. 

Speedy. — V eiy badly damaged. 

Sophia JoaHm. — Still ashore at Cossipore ; stem broken. 

Simla. — Still ashore at Cossinore ; jettisoning salt. 

Alphonse et Nebie. — Afloat ; badly damaged. 

Aaron Brown — ^Broke adrift in the Cyclone and went on shore at 
Seebpore^ but has since floated. Hull severely chafed, and lost fore top 
mast, jib boom. See., See. 

Ally AJtbar Shaw. — Rudder gone ; ship a good deal chafed. 

Annot Lyle — Still on shore at Seebpore ; jettisoning salt. 

Alarie . — Now afloat. 

Astronomer. — Afloat off Seebpore. 

Agra. — Still ashore j discharging. 

Beamarte Castle. — Moored off Howrah Bocks; sustained some 
damage to masts, bulwarks, &c.. See. 

Oimand ^. — ^In a bad state before the 9jclc>n6 ; no particulars since. 
Ceylon — Can be repaired out of Dock. 

ChiMwall Abbey . — Safely moored; reported that she will have to 
discharge 2 at SOO tons 

Clytemnestra. — ^Top sides knocked away; stern stove in; damage 
very considerable. 

CoUingwood. — Now afloat; damage very considerable. 

Cheshire. — On shore, but making no water ; will likely have to jetti- 
son salt. 

Celime. — Capsized in Book, bnt has since come out, 

Calimet. — Chafed and has lost some spars. 

C. .AT.— Bows, sterns, and bulwarks severely injured ; makes no water. 
Carobel — On shore above Howrah Railway Station , sustained con- 
siderable damage. 

Camperdoton. — A hole in her bows and stem. 
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Dirigo. — On shore and nearly on her beam ends ; spars, anchors, and 
chain gone. 

Eastern Belle . — Agents report that they can give no particulars ; not 
having seen the Captain. 

Freneh Bmpire. — In safety and escaped with comparatively little 
damage. 

Forganlall . — ^Lefbjportin tow of a Steamer this morning. 

Georgiana. — Afloat j not vitally damaged. 

Gem — ^Now afloat. 

Harry Warren,. — Afloat, discharging. 

Krishna. — Grounded, but has since come off; making no water. 
Jjincolnshvre. — Afloat off the Docks. 

Manilla. — Afloat ; discharging. 

Merrie England. — ^Afloat ; much strained. 

Mahratta. — Safe and very little damaged. 

MonmoidJtahire. — ^Afloat, but much damaged in her upper works, &c. 
Metis . — Bemains on shore, locked in by other ships. 

S. S. Mouhnein. — ^Making no water. 

Nagasaki — ^At Moorings ; a little chafed. 

P. and O Co.'s Steamer Nubia. — Being got ready to take the next 
homeward Mail. 

P. and O. Co ^s Steamer Nemesis, — Befitted and is intended to take 
the following Mail. 

Nowelle Ascension. — Was ashore, but is now afloat ; sustained con> 
siderable damage. 

Nimrod. — Stdl aground j very much damaged. 

Steamer Orissa. — ^Damage not very severe. 

Oanita. — Got clear of the wreck of the Azemia, and is now in 
safety ; damage oomparativdy small. 

Steamer Reiver. — Carries this Mad to GaUe. 

Royal Alexandra. — ^B^orted to be afloat. 

Red Rose. — ^Ashore at Bamagore ; sustained considerable damage. 
Sir John Lawrenee. — (1,019 tons) afloat ; but very badly damaged. 
Sir John Lawrence. — (699 tons) a hole in her side, lost her 
main mast. 

Sara and "Emma. — Sustained some damage ,* having been fouled by 
the P. and O. Co.^s Steamer Nemesis the morning after the Cyclone. 
SnUana. — Safe in dock. 

Sea Horse. — ^Afloat ; damages not yet fully ascertained* 
Salsette.-^K^osA ; must dock. 

Sf BhUert . — Still on shore. 
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Talavera , — Several holes in her side. 

• TItalaUa. — Afloat , makes no water at present 

TeAerna^a . — On shore on a brick Ghat at Cossipore j a good, deal 
damaged. 

Tinto , — Still on her beam end in Dock. 

Thorndeem , — Afloat in the stream and little damaged. 

WUliam Fairbum , — Sustained some damage; but cargo uninjured. 
Weatem Star , — Still ashore at Seebpore. 

Wide Awahe . — ^Very badly damaged. 

Waterloo. — ^Afloat ; very severely damaged. 

Weatem, Miyaire . — On shore at Ghoosery. 

Sw^apore (French). — \ Sunk off town; crew of both ships saved, 
Zady 3ranhkn — j we believe. 

In addition there were in Port at the time of the Cyclone a few ships 
(chiefly in the hands of Natives), respecting which we are not yet able 
to flimish any particulars. 

GoveaNMENT Surveying Vessels. 

Sahoeerk and Jidegna.^—Hi'i:^ and dry at Kedgeree. 

Gasper Light Vessels not at their Station. 

. Buoys in the river from Saugor upwards in their Stations. 

Tug Steamers. 

Hereulea . — Lost paddle-boxes, masts, funnel, &c. 

AUigator . — On shore ; may possibly be got off. 

Interloper . — On shore, bat has got out ; suffered considerable damage. 
Aleatandra — ^Arrived off toivn safely, having in tow the ship. 
Matahan . — From Liverpool, dismasted. 

Phanix. — Lost, some of the crew saved. 

Banaheej Ztnnet, and Sattelhte, — Xiost. 

The P. and O. Company's Hulk Htndoatan broke from her moorings 
the morning after the Cyclone, fouled one or two of the Company's 
Steamers, and nltimatdy sunk in Garden Reach. 

Calcutta, *1 GLADSTONE, WYLLIE and Co , 

The Vith October 1864. J - Agenta to Lloyds. 
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Fj'oin the IIon’bls A. Edbn^, Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Depy. 

Master Attendant in charge, — (No. 4215 T, dated DarjeeHog, 

18th October 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge, the receipt of your letter No. 
2479 M, dated the 13th instant, submitting a Memorandum of the 
damage done to the Shipping by the late Cyclone, drawn up by Lloyds’ 
Agent, and offering suggestions in view to the better security of vessels 
while in Fort. 

2. In reply I am to say that the Lieutenant Governor has perused 
the long list of casualties with great pain, but hopes that very many 
of the stranded ships have been got off during the late spring tides. 

3. I am to express a hope that the anticipations entertained of 
the safety of the I^oietfine are correct. 

4. His Honor approves of your proposal to add to the length of 
the mooring chains of the Fort so as to give ships greater scope, and 
thus prevent short and sudden jerks. 

5. The importance of pushing on the works at the Mutlah to 
completion is, I am to say, fully recognized by the Lieutenant Governor, 
and has been nrged on the attention of the Government of India. 
Much, however, both in regard to the Mutlah as a Port for Shipping, 
and the Wet Dock scheme for Calcutta, depends upon the practical iu' 
teiest in these undertakings shown h}' those connected with the trade 
and Shipping of the Fort of Calcutta. 

6. His Honor sanctions your proposal to make an absolute Ee- 
gulation that no ship entering the Fort shall, between the SOtli of Sep- 
tember and the full moon of November, be allowed to have top>gallant 
masts or top-gallant yards aloft, and that they shall, in addition, be 
compelled to strike their top-sail yards and top-masts when required to 
do so by tbe Master Attendant. 

7. I am to request that steps may he taken for the re-erection of 
the Flag Staff formeily used for signalling to ships indications of the 
approach of bad weather. 
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IVom Caftain H. Howe^ Depy. Attendant in charge^ to Seoy. 

to Govt, of Bengal, — No. SS04! M, dated 17th October 1864i.) 

In Gontinnation of my letter No. 2479 of the 13th instant, I have 
the honor to submit herewith statements of damage done to the Gov- 
ernment Yessels, to the Moorings, to the Dock-yaid, and to the Sta- 
tions connected with the Port down the river as far as has yet been ascer- 
tained. 

The two Yachts were m the Mud Dock, had they been outside they 
would inevitably have foundered. The Boonamookey is uninjured, but 
the Bkaiaa has sustained some damage, having been thrown over on her 
broadside and her stern and counter-lifted by the wave that came in on 
top of the bund, on digging away which it was found that the bottom 
thereabouts had bilged m. A water-tight compartment is being put 
across the vessel just before the mjured part preparatory to the adoption 
of other measures to rescue her from her present position, and 1 hope on 
the next springs the v^el will be recovered upiight and floated safely 
mto the nver. 

1 submit a farther statement drawn up by Lloyds' Agents, showing 
the position of the Shipping in the Port up to the latest moment , this 
will be added to hereafter. 

As regards progress in the work, and reports from the Sandheads 
and from False Point, I beg to state that the Celerity returned on the 
13th flom False Pomt and Point Palmyras j she reported that on the 
way down all the Light Ships and Pilot Bngs were off their stations 
and not to be seen ; the gale had been very moderate at the Point, and 
the people there in want of no assistance ; they saw no wrecked ships 
or any vessels m want of assistance, and on their return to the Sand- 
heads they found the Pilot Biig Chineuiah at her station in perfect order, 
and the Comet, Light Ship, also at heir's, so that the Station at the Sand- 
heads IS being maintained, and the Eastern Channel properly lighted, the 
Saugor and Beva haviag been sent from Calcutta in anticijiation to re- 
place any Vessel that might be missing. 

I 

The Star, Light Ship, was also safe, though dismasted , she has been 
brought up to town , but I regret to say that nothing has been seen or 
heard of the Hoye, Upper Gasper Light Ship, and it is feaied that she has 
foundeied with all hands that were on board, a portion of the crew had 
come in to Kedgeree for provisions the day before the gale. 
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The tS/ur parted from her second anchor or at 3 A. M. on the 5th 
instauij and the crew became so panic-stneken that they could not be got 
to workj so the vessel drifted at the mercy of the wind and sea over the 
sands^ stiiking heavily several timesj but eventually brought up in 
8 fathoms to the northward of Balasore roads. The vessel at one time had 
6 feet water m her hold, but when the gale abated was pumped out dry. 
Several vessels have been over to the Western Coast and have traversed 
the Sandheads from the Eastern Channel Light Station to False Point 
and back^ up to Balasore roads above Pipley^ and sweeping the Coast by 
the inner Channel up to Kedg^eree, but no signs of the Sqpe m that di- 
rection. The Siar returned to the Sandheads across the Western Brace 
and was equally unsuccessful. 

The Steamer Lady JSlgin also cruized outside for several days and 
went over to the westward^ and then to the southward and eastward^ a 
considerable way out to sea^ retornmg by the Pilot's ridge^ but fell in 
with no vessels m distress and saw nothing of the JETope. 

A copy of the Commander's Report^ as also one from Branch Pilot 
Gernon^ is annexed. The Steamer saw some wreck and part of the mast 
of a large ship j she boarded the Ship Golden Sbrn in the Eastern Chan- 
nelj which reported having picked up two lascars on a spar^ who stated 
that they had been on it for two days ; that they were part of the crew 
of the Steamer which had turned over during the gale while run- 

ning in for the Light Vessel. 

A copy of the Report of the Commander of CAhisuraAj Pilot Brig, 
is also annexed. This vessel, under the excellent management of Mr. 
Branch Pilot T. Smart, an Ofideer of long-tned experience and merit, 
weathered the gale in safety, though not without damagpe, and took up 
her station at once on regaining the Sandheads on the morning of the 
12th October. 

The CAmeuraA stood to the southward during the forenoon of the 
4th, havmg up to that time been employed on the usual duties of supplying 
vessels with Pilots and taking Pdots out. The gale increased during 
the aftemooA and night, and from 1 0 p. m. to 1 a. m on the 5th it blew 
a furious hurricane fiom E N. E. round by N E , north N. W. to west, 
(barometer at midnight 28-80,) at daylight blowing hard from W. S. W. j 
thus is contrary to the course of the wind up here, which was N. E. 
east, E. S. E , S. E , south S. VT., which proves that this was a Cyclone 
of the usual rotatory nature following the ordinary course up the day. 
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f The Celsh'itif was despatch ed again to the Sandheada on the 14th 
with stock for the Pilot Brig, and provisions and water for distressed 
ships, with directions to proceed on this occasion to the eastward, 
HTid communicate, if possible, with the Charlottej which had been sent 
out to look after the Light Ship Knahna at the Mutlah Sandheads. 
She was then directed to search, if neeessarj, for the Enahna or any 
other vessel, and after looking in at the hdntlah Channel to make a long 
sweep to the southward and eastward and return to the Sandheads on a 
curve 30 miles south, then to proceed across to the westward to make 
another effort in search of Sojpe, The whole face of the Sandheads from, 
nearly the Swatch to the W^estem Coast will then have been carefully 
examiued, wbile tbe sea-face of the Soonderbuns bas been examined by 
the Koladifnef which returned on Saturday night 15tb, after a careful 
search as far as Bnngadong Island, without observing any trace of wreck 
or distressed people. Coming back, tbe Kolady%e brought up 350 chests 
of opium that had been wrecked in the Subtermookey in the Bengal 
Biver Steam Company’s Platj the opium is reported to be umnjured. 

The Koladyne also brought up as far as Budge-Budge the River 
Surveying Vessel Megna, which had been got off from where she had 
been stranded at Bellary. A copy of the Commander's Report is annexed. 


JSbme 


Qndde 
Qrappler^ 


Star' 

Megna 

Foam* 


The work of getting the ships off in the Fort is going on as affect- 
ively as I believe could be expected, and very 
few ships comparatively will remain on shore 
afber to-morrow ; those that do will have to 
wait for the next spring; while the re-mast- 
Government dismasted vessels named in the 
margm is progTossmg rapidly, spars having been procured, and workmen 
in large numbers. 


ing and re-spaxring the 


We have had to take all the masts out of the Mutlah hut the main 
mast, and to dig a trench to get her off from the bank at Seebpore, but 
have failed these springs. 


The Fiince Arthur is m Dock, and will, I hope, come out m a week's 
time, eight days after which she may be leady for sea. 

The Arracan was docked to-day, and wUl be ready about the same 
time. 

The Government Dock gates have been opened for the admission 
of vessels thiee times since the gale; no other Dock gate in the Port 
has yet been able to bo opened. 
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The Screw Steam-ship MaunUus came off last nighty but is now 
reported to have 14 feet* water m her^ and is about to be run upon the 
heaoh. 

Mr. HoskinSj Officiating Port Master of Cannings has returned from 
omizing in the Hutlah and at the Mutlah Sandheads in the Charlotte^ but^ 
1 regret to state, has seen no signs of theifm^aa;. Light Ship. The CeU- 
rhy is now, as before said, maMng further search, and in the mean time 1 
have ordered the Charlotte to take up the duties of Light Yessel for the 
entrance of the Mutlah Channds. 


JAst of Qovemmmt Vesaela in the Master Attendant's D^artment tohiehf 

suffered dweing the late Hv/rricane. 

Deva, Reserve Vessel, — Lost cathead and wiskers, portion of her 
moulding and rails, and two forecastle stantions ; hull in good order ; 
has been since fitted out and despatched as a Light Yessel. 

Fame, Reserve Vessel. — ^Main-mast sprung, and portion of the rough 
tree rail carried away; mooring hitts gone, otherwise hull in good 
order ; figure head damaged. 

(hAdOf Reserve Vessel. — ^Three anchors lost , bowsprit and fore-top- 
mast sprung ; several stantions of topsides, rough tree rail, and bulwark 
smashed ; two catheads broken , windlass injured ; jibboom broken * 
ten sideports injured; driver boom sprung ; the hull in good condition; 
jolly boat lost , moonng bitts earned away ; channels much injured ; 
sheer streak and covering board much injured, stern damaged. 

(happier i Buoy Vessel. — ^Bow^rit, foremast, fore-top-mast, jibboom, 
main-top-mast carried away. 

Guide. — Mizen gaff-sprit sail yard, port cathead, port moorings 
davit cabooses all broken and destroyed, deck forward on both sides, store 
in, rudder gone, and much other damage. 

Mutlah f B%lot Vessel. — High and dry at Seebpore, to be got off, 
damages numerous, but not serious. 

Kedgeree, Bilot Vessel . — Masts, yards, nggmg, one suit of sails, 
bowspnt, and every thing above the deck carried away and lost ; hull 
uninjured. 

Foam, B%lot Vessel . — Dismasted, and at anchor below Ganjam. 

Megna , — ^On shore down the iiver ; assistance sent to her. Since 
brought up to town. 

Salween. — On shore at Kedgeree, dismasted , assistance sent. 
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Light Ships. 

Sope . — Of Her station, not heard of, search is being made. 

Star . — Brought up to Calcutta with loss of foremast. 

Akohoh Boats. 

Vukan. — Fore-mast, top-mast, rudder gone ; extent of damage to 
hull not considerable ; will be repaired and put to work in the harbour ; 
recoyering moorings. 

Iefoer » — On shore high and dry j will be got off immediately. 

Moyajpore Bow Boat, — Lost. 

Moyapore Magazine , — Much damaged by the inundation; 3 feet 
water on the Maga.zine floor, & feet on the Office floor ; people saved ; 
gunpowder damaged ; portion of the premises blown down. 

CowcoUy Inghthome , — Sustained some damage in upper story, 
and light kept in with difficulty. Apphcation has been made to Pubho 
Works Department for repairs. Lighthouse much shaken; out-oflioes 
blown down. 

Floating la^^KiUhna . — At Mutlah Sandheads, missing. 



'iteme/it showing the nmiiier of Fixed and Swinging Moorings in the Fort of OaUntta that were lost and saved daring the Cgclone 

of the hth instant. 
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Hulk MaUdbangnh is lying high and dry on the river bank 
with a number of large holes in her bottom^ and is not worth repairs. 

The two Anchor Boats will he floated these springs. They have 
i-eceived some slight damage. 

One of the Heave-up Boats that was stranded has been got offj and 
the others will be floated as soon as possible. Several of these boats have 
fflistained damage, but can be employed for the present. 

Harbour Master's Bholeah has been recovered and hauled up on the 
bank, 


0 / Boafe ha/ue been lost a/ivU stranded dv/rvng the 
Cyclone of ihe 5th i/nski/ntf helongw^ to the SaihoiM* Masters 
Depaitment • — 


Desceiption 07 Boats. 

Lost. 

Stuanded. 

MaUahangaA iJLxoxC) 

0 

1 

Heave-hmd, Anchor Boat (Iron) 

0 

1 

Sercules, Ditto (Wooden) . ... 

0 

1 

Heave-up Boats (Iron) 

2 

0 

Ditto (Wooden) 

1 


Hawser Boats (Wooden) 

2 

7 

Treasure Boat (Iron) .. . . 

1 

0 

Fire Engine Boats (Iron) ... ... 

0 

2 

Ditto (Wooden) 

1 

0 

Harbour Master's Bholeah (Wooden) 

i ° 

1 


Memoramdfu/m of the present condition of several VesseUa Boats, and 
Buoys under ihe control, or hi the cdiarge of ihe Superintendent of 
ike Dock-yard as affected by ihe Surricam of the 5th instcmt • — 

Arraean —In moorings; very slight damage done to her sky lights 
and awnings 

Prtaice AitAur , — ^In dock; escaped without injury 
Lady Caniiiny . — In moorings; slightly damaged after bitts and 
chocks started. 

Bentiiick . — Stranded at Diamond Harbour. Her flotation to any 
nagfiil purpose is questionable 

Proserpine — Left Sandheads for Akyabon the 2nd instant, present 
condition unknown. 


n 
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* 

Sir William Escaped with no maleiial injury. At Dacca 

on the l!ith instant. 

Koladyne. — ^Escaped without injuiy, 

‘Stranded upon Foit Point. Broken and doubled up before 
and abaft the machinery. Hull apparently irremediably a wreck, En* 
gines uninjured. Jolly Boat lost. 

Ganges — Stranded^ but since floated off. Paddle wheds and boxes 
and sponsons much damaged^ also the bouses on deck. Hull slig^htly 
strained, but no material injury apparent. 

Jaboona, — In moorings; escaped without material injury. 

MAotaa, — Bottom badly damaged from being lifted by the stoVm 
wave upon the piles forming the side of her dock, where she stiU remains. 
The f nal result of the injury inflicted, together with her present position, 
IS at present uncertain, but it is hoped that she may be floated off with- 
out further damage and eventually saved. 

Soommoohe^ — ^Escaped with slight damage to the roof and purdahs. 

Coal Boats. — One lost when alongside the Adgaij one safe in the Dock- 
yard, and the third stranded at Ooloobaiiah, but since recovered without 
matenal injury. 

Lieutenant Governor's Bholeah. — Damaged by the falling of a Shed 
slightly. 

Three Bholeahs, Nos. 1, 2, 4 — Uninjured. 

Two State Baggage Boats. — ^Uninjured. 

Government, India, large Cutter. — ^Uninjured. 

Kjedgeree Dock Boat No. 6. — Lost. 

River Police Boat, Southern Division, No. 4 —Lost. 

Two Mud Boats, 2 Cutters of Tuhal Cam condemned, 5 old Boats 
condemned — ^Lost. 

Five old second class buoys undergoing repairs. — Ijost, but some will 
probably be recovered. 

Channel Buoy with yard. — Several slightly damaged, 

Moonng Buoys, Wooden. — One lost. 

Hen coops, sheep pens, &c. — Several damaged. 
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Prom Joseph Obbaed, Esq , Offg. Supdt., G^ovt. Dock-yard, to Depy. 

Master Attendant m charge, — (No S7 M, dated 17th October 1864.) 

I have the honor to submit the following Beport of the loss and 
damage which have been sustaiued in the Dock-yard from the late 
Cyclone. 

The damage whidli has been inflicted is, in the aggregate, very 
heavy, and it is chiefly felt m the destruction of the sheds and work- 
(diops, for, although several of these were m a crazy condition, and m- 
convenient m some respects, the total loss of them at the present time 
causes most senous interruptiou in the prosecution of the urgent work 
which is now in hand. 

In the Office of the Superintendent of the Yard, the sky-lights are 
blown off, leaving them perfectly exposed ; some of the windows and 
doors are blown in or shattered ; the bmlding itself much shaken ; much 
of the plaster down, and the roof leaking badly. 

The details of the damage done to the buddings m the Subordinate 

Departments are shown in the Memoranda, which are herewith sub- 
mitted. 


The Chief Superintending Engineer has the honor to forward, for 
the Superintendent’s information, the following detad of damage done to 
the Government Steam Pactory and Steam Dock-yard Bnddings under 
hiB control, caused by the hurricane of the 5th mstant, viz .— 

Offices. 

Doors, No. 3, leading to the roof, destroyed. 

Ventilators, No. 3, of Teak, blown away. 

VentUatois, No. 3, blown off their seats and much damaged. 
Parapet, slightly damaged. 

Roofing, damaged and leaky. 

No. 5, wmdow shutters, destroyed. 

„ 3, Circular shutters, destroyed. 

,, 1, Circular sash, destroyed. 

„ 3, Cu'cular sash, damaged. 

„ 3, Squan sash, destroyed. 

„ 1, Squan sash, damaged. 

,, 1, Sun-shade, damaged. 

„ 1, Sun-shade, destroyed. 

Plastering, more or less damaged. 
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Boiler Shetl — Nine feet of bnct gable coping blown down and 
otherwise damaged. 

No. IZ, squaie of the corrugated iron, blown away, and the greater 
portion of the corrugated roofing loosened. Badge covering blown away, 
8 Timber Rafters broken, and portion of covenng boards blown away, 
and damaged The spontmg and stock-piping partly blown down and 
otherwise damaged. 

Lantern Rioof covering is partly stripped, and four timber frames 
and sashes blown away. 

Plastering, more or less damaged. 

MdcMne Shed . — Chimney shaft of the 20-Horsepower Engine blown 
down to about 10 feet from the base, the part standing more or less 
fractured. 

Five bnck columns damaged by the above. 

Two gable comers damaged. 

One timber bntel broken 12" X 8". 

Fifteen timber rafters. 

Timber covermg partly blown away and otherwise damaged. 

Hoofing and spouting partly damaged. 

Old Black Shed — ^The whole of the roof-tiling damaged and 

destroyed, one-half broken, the other half blown away. 

Pattem Shed . — ^Boof leaky and one door damaged. 

Co^i^rsmithel Shed .' — Hoof leaky. * 

Iroa and Brace Poundry . — Hoof damaged and leaky. 

Punching Machine Shed , — Coping slightly damaged, one door and 
two shutters broken. 

Old Engine House . — ^Hoof damaged and leaky. 

Turnery . — Door and frame blown ont and broken. 

Five windows and sashes broken and blown away. 

Five windows and sashes mnoh damaged. 

Plastering -damaged. 

Tice ha/^. — ^Twenty-two windows and sashes destroyed and blown 
away. 

Thirty-six windows and sashes destroyed. 

Bioofing leahy. 

Old Boiler Home and Chimney — Roof leaky. 

Chimney fractured in several places. 
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Sieam Boeh-yard , — Building Sli^s^ No. 2, nearly unroofed and 
unsafe to woik under. 

Blacksmiths’ Shed previously unroofed. 

Bange of forges for ship building, roof blown down. 

Moulding loft thatch roofing partly destroyed. 

Store and Sircar’s Qodown damaged. 

81i>ed . — Entirely unroofed and otherwise damaged. 

Tanh 8hed» — ^Partly unroofed and otherwise damaged. 

Chief Superintending Engineer’s house. 

Boof — Very leaky, terrace door damaged. 

Parapet on east side thrown down. 

Bust floor, east Seven glass doors damaged and blown away. 

Seven Venetian doors damaged and blown away. 

Middle room and landing, — ^Three glass doors damaged and 
blown away. 

Five Venetian doors damaged and blown away. 

First Floor, west Three glass doors damaged and blown away. 

Twelve plain and Venetian damaged and blown away. 

Walls, more or less, stripped of plaster. 

Vercmdahy South , — ^Two Venetians and frames and shutters blown 
away, the remainder more or less damaged. 

Two partitions blown down and the walls stripped of plaster. 

Tetrace North , — Railing or balustrade blown down and broken. 
Brick'work damaged. 

Ground Floor, — Three glass doors broken and blown away. 

Twenty-eight plain and Venetian broken and damaged, some 
blown away. 

Out~honses. — Cookhouse and Godownsleaky and otherwise damaged. 
8tod>le, — ^Partly bbwn down and roof damaged. 

Gates, — ^Fasteiiiugs broken and otherwise damaged. 

Walls, — Damaged. 

W. H. SANDEMAN, 


Govt. Steam Faotqet, *> 
The l%th October 1864. J 


meers. 
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Memorandtm nf Jamagea caused by the late Ilwricane to the premiaea 
attached to the Naval Sdore'dceepei^a Department. 

Naval Store-keeper’s OfHoes, sky-lights blown off. Doors all more 
or less damaged. 

Small godowris, back of Office, damaged. 

Iron Shed partly unroofed and broken at places. 

Walls and doors of the old contractor's godowna broken. 

Jail loft doois and windows, and all the godowna from Nos. 1 to 
12, damaged. 

Issue Godown doors broken. 

Chain shed, nearly half the tiles blown off. 

A part of the Coal Shed down, and remaining great part nndled. 
Cool Jetdes slightly damaged. 


\ 


hiat of damages anstained at the K%dderpore Qovernmmt Dockyard 

Builder and Surveyof^s Department, by the Hurricane (f the hfh 

October 1864. 

Captain JHeddie^a Quarter. — Part of the verandah knocked down, 
Venetians and windows carried away, out-houses, &o., are damaged. 

Two Blacksmith^ Shops and Pttoh-Aouses enttrely pulled down. — To 
be renewed. 

Dock Pumping-engine. — House damaged and chimney entiiely 
down. 

Wooden roof ad the end of the Blackemithe* shop. — ^To be renewed. 

Store Oodowna. — Sky-lights are all blown away, and several other* 
defects to be made good. 

Doeh Dvoera Shed. — To be re-tiled and repaired. 

Mould Loft (^tfod). — To be re-dled and wood-work examined. 

Yard Kiln Home. — House damaged and chimney fallen down. 

One ^vw Pitt (thatched). — Half blown down* 

One Saw PUt (tiZed) . — To be overhauled. 

OneBoad Shed [tiled). — To be overhauled. 

One Boat Shed (ihaddied^. — To be renewed with wood-work. 

Tuao Joiner’s Sheds . — To be all renewed with wood- works, &c. 
Tiled roof to be substituted in lieu of goleputta in case of fire. 

BuMer and Svrveyov^a DtuelUng-house . — chopper on the top 
is all down, and the building is damaged, and some of the jilmilies arc 
blown away. 
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Builder and Assisfmdfe Quarters , — To be thoroughly examiner^ 
^repaired, &c , with all necessary sheds and verandahs, and sand plasters. 
Stable — To be renewed. 

Btdlder a/nA Surveyor's O^e.'—Biequire slight repairs. 

Ya/rious olSwr Buildings , — To be examined and repaired as found 
necessary. 

Buoy Shed (lhaUdied).— -broken down, req^uire renewing. 

Kiddebpore, 

Government Dook-taed j 
I'he Odoher 1864, 




J. CRANSTON, 
Builder and Smveyor. 


The following Statement shows briefly tlie position of the Shipping 
in Port up to the time of our latest information. We do not consider it 
necessary to do more than mdicate this m general terms at present. 
Particulars of damage wiU be found in our previous and subsequent 
Reports — 

Alexander John Kerr, — With salt on board, capsized at Cossipore. 

Ally. — With Coolies on board, lost off Culpee. 

Azemia. — Sunk on 5th instant. 

Aezoyardi . — Still discharging, ffoated, but grounded again in a 
worse position. Now touching the bank. 

Asteroid.— ^till high and dry at Cossipore, much strained, and 
almost a wreck. 

Awne lUyyden. — Still ashore at Ghoosery and discharging fast; 
may come off these springs. 

ATaddiu , — Still on top of the Railway Pier, much hogged. Is 
discharging, and may come off these sptings. 

Awne de Brdxtgne ——Afloat, but a wreck. 

Ad/miral Casey — Still on siiore below the Botanical Gardens. 

Alphonse et NeUe. — Float off Baug Bazar ; badly damaged. 

Aaron Brown. — Now afloat and safely moored. Damage all 
above water. 

AgahaJeer — Now afloat. 

Annot JLyle. — Still ashore at Seebpore ; may come off these springs. 

Ally Ald)er8hah. — ^Afloat off Clive Street Ghaut, but has sustained 
great injury. 

A Jai'zos.— Afloat. Considerably damaged. 

AdroTwmer. — Afloat. Damage chiefly in rigging and bulwarks. 

Agra —Still ashore and discharging , may come off on these 
spiings, but is considerably damaged. 
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Amwn ShaJi . — Now afloat^ we understand. Little or no exertion 
was used to extricate this vessel from her previous perilous position. 

Bentmokf Hospital Steamer. — ^Lost near Diamond Harbour, but no 
life saciificed. 

Sotomiat — Still aground in a bad position; may come off on these 
springs. 

Beavmaria Castle — Safely moored and making no water. 

Baron Renfrew ^ — Totally lost near Diamond Harbour. All 
lives saved. 

BaUon Abbey . — Now afloat ; is seriously damaged above gunwale. ‘ 

BengoUyon . — Still ashore, but likely to get off on these springs. 

Brouffhion Hall . — Now afloat, but chafed and damaged con- 

# 

siderably. 

OimaTidefi — Lost foremast, and was badly injured before the 
Cyclone. 

Garobel — ^Now afloat, but considerably damaged. 

OalMmeL — ^Afloat; has lost mast and spars. 

CorUi/nental — Now afloat, but will have to dock Jettisoned a 
considerable quantity of cargo. 

Olytemnestra. — ^Afloat, but much damaged. 

‘ CoWim^wood. — ^Afloat; damage very considerable; will have to 
dock 

OhUdAJoaU Abbey . — Safely moored ; can be repaired without 
docking. 

Oanyperdown . — Sufely moored ; damage not serious. 

Cheah/yre — Now afloat and making no water. Considerably damaged. 

G. N . — Now afloat. Has sustained much injury, and will have 
to dock, 

Ceylon . — Damage considerable, and will have to dock. 

Ga/rribeam . — ^Now afloat, but badly hogged 

G'dy of Pa/ria — Still high and dry at Cossipore. Discharging cargo 
and will likely get off on these springs. 

GUy of Lahore , — Has sustained injury aud is discharging. Still 
on shore, but may get off on these springs. 

Gelenis — We learn was not m dock, and did not capsize. Has saa> 
tained considerable damage, and is a good deal strained. 

IHrioo . — Still ashore on her beam ends. After-part of keel damaged. 

jBaetem Belle . — On shore at Cossipore. Very much chafed ; gripe 
gone. 

JSameraJda.-^StTll on shore, but likely to get off on these springs. 
Considerably damaged. 
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Ecetl of Clea^. — Still on shore, but may get off soon if the ^ballast 
is discharged. 

Forfforihall — Has left port in safety. 

Erench Empire . — ^Isia safety; sustained considerable damage in 
her upper works. 

Fanarohany . — Still on shore. Bilged and almost a wreck. 

FuUy Allvm . — On shore at'Ghoosery; several feet of water in 
her hold. 

FvMy Shah Allvm . — On shore at Cossipore ; may come off. 

Besoe^ria . — On shore at Cossipore, and almost a wreck 

Great Taamania . — StiU aground, and all but a wreck. 

Genii. — ^Afloat ; a good deal damaged. 

Georyicmcb. — Afloat; considerably damaged both in hull and rigging. 

Chiataveet Louie — ^Now afloat; lost her rudder. 

Govindpore . — ^Laden for Mauritius; sunk off Calcutta. 

Qlenroy . — Still on shore ; doubtful whether she will get off 

Scmover . — Still on shore in a precarious position; has discharged a 
large portion of her cargo. 

Hannibal. — ^Now afloat. 

Hindoetan — Still on shore and discharging ; may get off. 

Horry Wa/rren . — Afloat and may be repaired without going into 
dock. 

Hampden . — ^Now afloat; not much injured. 

India/ru — Still on shore ; somewhat damaged. 

John Ghiam , — Now afloat ; damage principally above water. 

King Arthur . — Still on shore ; very much damaged and beginning 
to break up. Has discharged most of her cargo. 

Konyon . — Still on shore and discharging ; may be got off. 

KriehfM . — Now afloat ; masts and upper woiks gone, but hull not 
much injured. 

Kwrvm. Skah — Cannot ascertain that there is any such ship in Port. 

Lew Ghew. — ^Laden for Colombo ; sunk off town. 

Lady Falmerston . — Still ashore and considerably damaged ; may 
come off on these springs. 

Leonide . — Afloat and reported perfectly tight. 

Latona — Still on shore and considerably damaged; may be got off 
on these springs. 

Lady Rawlinaon . — Still on shore; will probably be got off without 
serious injury. 

Linoolnehire. — Afloat; masts and rigging much damaged, and will 
have to dock. 


29 
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Lad^ Frankldmf . — Sunk off town ; crew saved, we believe. 

ManiUa. — ^Afloat, but has sustained considerable damage ; will have 
to dock. 

Metis, — Remains on shore jammed up with other ships; will pro- 
bably begot off without serious injury. 

Monmowfhahvre. — Afloat, but much damaged in her upper works. 

Mi/rzapore . — Still on shore ; will probably be got off. 

Moor^fort. — ^Now afloat; hull not damaged. 

JIfs(22esd^.-~Still on shore, slightly damaged; will probably come off 
on these springs, 

Macduff, — ^Afloat, but badly hogged on the port-side. 

Mora/yshirej^ Still on shore ; considerably damaged. 

Merrie JEngUmd, — ^Afloat, but much strained. 

Mcdi/ratta,. — Safe, but now reported to be considerably damaged. 

Martahan.'^AxA'vedL off town dismasted. 

Newcastle, — StiU on shore, but has discharged a large quantity of 
cargo, and may come off. 

Nouvelle Ascension, — Now afloat, hut has sustained considerable 
damage; may be repaired afloat. 

Nimrod. — Now afloat ; very much damaged. 

Oamia, — Now safely moored ; damage comparatively small. 

JPride of Canada. — StiU on shore in a critical position, but mtdring 
no water; may come off on these ^lings. 

JPrmos Royal"— afloat; sustained a good deal of injury. 

Queen of the 'Still on shore and a good deal damaged; may 

come off. 

Richard Busteed. — Still on shore, but may come off on these springs. 

Romania.— Still on shore ; discharging, and haft not sustained much 
damage 

Red Ross. — ^Now afloat, but very TYinfth damaged. 

Royal Aleaxmdna . — Afloat at Garden Reach. 

Steamer Mav/HMus . — Still on shore ; may come off with the aid of 
powerful steam on these springs. 

Steamer Thwnd&r , — Still on the top of a wreck, great endeavors 
hemg made to save her. 

‘ Steamer Syd/ne ^, — Now afloat apparently; only slightly damaged 

Steamer Romeais (P. and O. Co.^s). — ^Re-fitted, and is intended 
to take next mail. 

Steamer Renyal (P. and. O. Co.^s).— Still on shore; hdieved to be 
unmjured. 

Steamer N dda,*— Still on shore ; will probably get off on these springy. 
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Steamer Pumjwui . — Still on shore ; shows no sign of straining. 
Steamer Mad/rab8. — ^A£oat^ hut considerably dama^d. 

Steamer Persia. — ^Inward-bonnd &om Eangoon^ &o. , reported to have 
' forwarded on the Eastern Eeef^ with about forty passengers^ by two calasies 
on board the Golden Horn, which was spoken by the Tug Steamer 
Lady JElyin about the Sandheads. 

Steamer Arratoon Apear. — ^Totally dismasted^ and all her deck works 
damaged; in safeiy and is being repaired. 

Steamer MouVmein. — Afloat and Teiy much injured in upper works. 
Steamer Nubia (P. and O. Co.^’s). — Carries this mafl. 

Steamer Orissa. — Has sailed with the Madras Coast Mads. 

Sir Ja/msetjee Family — Still on shore in a very dangerous position 
much damaged^ and making a great deal of water. 

Sir William, Eyre. — StUl on shore ; much hogged and bdged. 
Souffiem Cross. — Still on shore ; doubtful whether she wdl get off. 
Sa/rah and Emma — Being repaired afloat. 

Sophia JoaJevm,. — Still on shore in a dangerous position and much 
injured^ but may come off. 

Eur John Lanvrenoe (1,019 tons). — Afloat; lower masts gone and 
otherwise much injured. 

Sir John Lamrenoe (699 tons). — Afloat, but much damaged 
SfdUxi/na — Safe in dock. 

Steamer Ph^Vbert. — StiU on shore in a bad position, and shows signs 
of straining. 

Singapore (French). — Sunk within the Port, 

SouQiampton. — Almost a wreck. 

Simla. — Still on shore, but will likely come off on these spiings. 
Solway. — StiU. on the sands ; almost a wreck. 

Speedy — ^Now afloat ; very badly damaged. 

SalseUe. — Afloat; must dock. 

Southern Belle — Still on shore, but may get off on these springs. 
Sea Horse. — Considerably damaged, but may be repaired afloat. 
Tinto. — ^In dock; has been recorered, and is not much damaged. 
Teeh&rmaya. — Still on shore ; a good deal damaged. 

!2blavera — ^Afloat, may be repaired without docking, 

Thames (Country Ship). — On shore at Seebpore: little strained. 
Thalaita. — ^Afloat, considerably damaged, and will probably have 
to dock. 

Tulgai — Still on sbore ; much damaged, but making no water, and 
may come off. 
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fra9*far.*~- Still on shore in a very dangerous position, and show 
signs of straining. 

Tharridean . — Can be repaired, afloat, 

Tamgon . — Now afloat ; badly sti ained. 

ViUe de St. Dennea —Bound to Mauritius ; sunk off Calcutta, 
Victoria Bridge . — Still on shore with little chance of being got off 
Has jettisoned a good deal of salt. 

VeapoBUin . — Bound for Colombo, wreck off Calcutta. 

Western JSmpire . — Now afloat, but a good deal damaged, and will 
have to dock. 

ViUe de St. Pi&rre. — ^Now afloat. 

WiUiam Fanrhairn . — Considerably damaged, but can be repaired 
afloat. 

Wintdiester — !Now afloat and not at all strained. 

Wcderloo. — Afloat, but has sustained great damage. 

Western Star . — Now afloat j much injured. 

Wide Jiwcihe. — ^Afloat, but badly damaged. 

Tug SomMEBS. 

Alligator . — On shore at Culpee, but may possibly be got off. 
Banshee. — ^Ijost. 

Bwarhmauth. — Lost. 

Fire Qaeen. — Sunk. 

Forbes. — ^Afloat, but very much injured. 

Interloper. — ^Afloat, but very much injured. 

JTisrou^.— Sustained considerable damage. 

JLinnet. — ^Sunk. 

Mary Stuart, — Now afloat. 

Phoenix. — Sunk. 

Pil/ft — Still on shore ; may come off. 

SatellMe . — Sunk. 

Union. — On shore at Seebpore j very much damaged. 

The other tugs in the river, so fer as we have ascertained, safe. 

The B. I. S. N. Co.-'s Steamer Brirmah, which left this on the Ist 
instant for Akyab, Bangoon, &o., is reported to have left Akyab for 
Bangoon on the 4th idem, and is believed to be saft. 

Eegarding the Ship Golornbo, hound for Hull, great apprehensions 
are entertamed, it being supposed that she must have encountered the 

foxy of the Cyclone at the Sandheads, and no news of her having since 
reached town. 
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The CUavmeej OonfAct, and Sydenham, from England^ have arrived 
safdy. The Clarence spoke the I^%le, also firom England^ safe after the 
Cydlone. 

with pilgrims on boards was spoken going to False 
Point for water. Pilot on board. 

Pilot Brig Ohinen/rah in position after the gale. 

Pilot Brig Foam, reported from Glanjam dismasted^ will probably be 
towed up by the B. I. S. N. Co.^s Steamer ’Penamg, 

Gomst and Saugor, liight Yess^s^ in position. 

Star, Light Yessel^ has been towed up to town. 

Of the Hope, Pilot Brig, no intelligence yet. 

Megna, afloat. 

Tug Steamer Lad/y Elgin has returned from the Sandheads^ and 
reports having seen a great deal of drift stuff, also that she picked up 
the main topmast head of a large ship (painted white) in Balasore 
Boads. 

The other ships in Port at the time of the Cyclone, it will be 
undeistood, aie in safety, or little injured. Of a very few, and these 
chiefly Gountiy Ships, it is possible that we may not yet have ascertained 
particulars. 

Calcutta, *1 GLADSTONE, YITYLLIE & Co., 

Jhe 15M October 1864. J Agents to Lloyds, 


From B. L. Wxibes, Es<%., Commander of the Steamer Lady Mgin, to 
Messrs. Giax>stone, Wyllib, aito Co., — (dated 14th October 1864.) 

After the devastating hurricane of the 5th instant, and having 
placed, under your orders, my Steamer Lady Mgin for the general good, 
I beg to report the result of my mission to the Sandheads. I left Cal- 
cutta at 4-30 T. M on the 7th, and stopped for provisions off Eidderpore 
till day-light on the 8th, after receiving on board several Pilots, Mr. 
Gemon, Branch Pilot, being in charge, under directions from Captain 
Howe, at your request. At 5 a. u. I steamed down the Hooghly ; at 
6 A. M., by orders, I stopped at Garden Beach, and took on board 
Captains Eales and Burbank, after which I made the best of my way to 
sea, passing, on the nver side, innumerable dead bodies and of 

animals, also a great number of vessels on shore and some sunk, but, 
excepting a few coolies here and there, nothing livmg on the shore, the 
whole copse being a dismal scene of devastation. 
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At 1 F. M. I landed Oaptaius Bales and Burbank in one of my omi, 
boats at Diamond Harbour ; the gale did immense damage bere^. the 
Hospital Ship being high and dry not far from the Custom House^ which 
latter seemed to be entirely gutted. A vessel^ supposed to be the 
Baron Menft ew, was stranded in a creek near there ; the dag staffs 
there^ and generally down the river side^ were blown down^ and the buoys 
were nearly all out of position. In passing Saugor Island saw what was 
supposed to be a Light Vessel, but she was among the bushes, and as I 
wished to go to sea at once to ascertain the state and position of the 
Pilot Brigs, Light Ships, and other vessels requiring assistance, I did 
not deem it necessary to delay the steamer to look after her, she being 
so for safe, (as no object could be seen on our return, it was probably the 
bodies of dead coolies and others drift,) I therefore proceeded on, and not 
a Light Vessel was to be seen, and very few buoys in position. At 8 
p. u. I anchored in fathoms in the Eastern Channel near Ihe Ship 
Golden Horn, sent my Mate, Mr. Gwyer, on board for information. 
Mr. Marriott, Pilot, in charge, stated that he had towed the outer Light 
Vessel in position with the Steamer OrUoa a few hours previous from the 
Western Channel, also that the Golden, Horn, had picked up two Lascars 
on a spar, who stated they had been on it for two days ; they were part 
of the crew of the Pereia, which they reported had turned over two days 
previous in r unn ing in for the Light Vessel in the Eastern Ghannd. 
At day-light on the 10th weighed and steamed to sea, steering westward. 
At 8-30 A. T£. put Mr. Pilot Hyndman on board the Troop Ship 
Sydenham, and at 9 A. H. put Mr. Froisbey on board the Troop Ship 
Conflict. During the day lead was kept going, and a man at the mast- 
head looking out. At 1-30 p. u. saw theNilghur Bblls bearing west by 
north; various courses steered during the day; passed some wreck and 
a great number of dead cattle floating about, producing a great stench 
as we steamed away among them; picked up part of a mast-head 
painted white, apparently belong^g to a large ship; swept the coast 
and horizon with glasses, nothing visible; course throughout the mght 
S. S. E. under easy steam, sounding 12,15, and 18 fathoms. 

October 11th, at day-light, sighted a large ship steering northerly. 
At 9 A. M. put Mr. Vardy on board the Ship Shaw Album; soundmg^ 25 
fathoms. This ship r^orted not having had any bad weather. At noon 
sighted a vessel ahead, which proved to be Pilot Brig Chmeurah. At 
5 A. M. ^oke her, and, with Mr. Branch Pilot Gemon, went on board. 
Captain Smart informed us that the Lower Gaspar Light Vessel Star 
was at anchor, bearing E. N. E. Steered for her at 6-30 p. ic., spoke 
her, her foremast g^ne, making water, and otherwise damaged. Her 
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Captain came on boardj and after stating the condition of the yesael, 
requested a survey. 1 then anchored near her in fathoms to wait 
for day-light. 

October 12th^ at 5 a. and with Mr. demon and Mr. Master 
Pilot Philips, went on hoard to hold a survey, which being done, left Mr. 
Pilot Philips in charge, and took her in tow and proceeded towards her 
station, as we considered her safe for a few days. On arriving there 
found the Smtgor, which had been sent from town with the Steam Tug 
BuU Bog in attendance to put her in position. Mr. Oemon and other 
Pilots on board thought it advisable, in her lealy state, not to place Star 
in the Upper Gaspar liight's posilion. I determined to tow her to town 
abreast of Saugor ; saw a boat coming from shore ,* slowed the engines ; 
but as the boat mode for the Tug John Bull, who was lying there, con- 
tinued our course and anchored that evening at the bottom of Bedford'’s 
Channel. At day-light proceeded and anchored at Diamond Harbour, 
being obliged to return there from Hooghly Light for safe anchorage for 
the night I sent Mr. Qwyer, my Mate, on shore that evening to as- 
certain the state of the people on board the Bentinck and inhabitants in 
general. On his return he reported the inhabitants were in a starving 
condition, whereupon I told him to collect all the rice we could spare and 
take it on shore early the next morning, which was done and delivered 
in charge of Captain Lewis, of the Bentinch. AU who went on shore 
described the stench from the dead cattle as almost intolerable. Again, 
taking Light Ship Star in tow proceeded to town on the morning of the 
14th , nothing pariiciilar occurred during the passage up the river, and 
at 8-30 p. II. arrived off the Cody Bazar. In conclusion, I beg to report 
the whole of the vessds (about fourteen in number) that we saw below 
the outer Light Ship appeared to have entirdy escaped the gale, not one 
showing any sign of distress or injury. I have to acknowledge the ser- 
vices of Mr. Gernon, who assisted me in every way to cany out the 
objects of the expedition. 


From T. Gbbnon, Esq., Acting Branch Pilot, to Offg. Master Attendant, 

— (dated 14th October 1864.) 

According to instructions received from you, I proceeded on board 
the Steamer Badg Elgin at 2 p. u. on the 8th instant, and steamed down 
to Priusep^s Ghaut. Hot having received provisions on board waited 
there for them. At 5-80 a m , on the 9th, proceeded down, passed 
Sangor at 4-15 p m., and found both Gaspar Light Ships gone. 7-20 p.m, 
sighted the Eastern Channel Light in position, spoke the Ship Golden 
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Eomt Mr. Acting Mate Pilot Mexiiot in charge^ who informed me that 
the Eastern Channel Light Vessel had been towed to her station from 
the Western Beef by the Steam Ship Onasat also that the Light Vessel 
Comet had informed Mr. Merriot that the Pilot Vessel C&imitraA had 
stood to sea on the 4th. The last seen of the Pilot Vessel Foam was on 
the 5th, when she was standing to the W, N. W. under a fore-topmast 
stay-sail, anchored in 94 fathoms of water. At 6 a. m., on the 10th, 
weighed, steered, W. S. W., under easy steam; weather thick; 7 a. m., 
steering west 7-15, sighted two yessels to the W. S. W., stood towards 
them, proved to he the Troop Ships Bydenham and Conflict; put Pilots on 
board the same ; could give us no information, as they had been to the 
southward of the hurricane. After supplying these vessels steered west, 
noon; steering W. N. W., 1 p. k., in 16 fathoms of water ; steered N. W. 
1-SO p. M., sighted the North Peak of the Nilghur Hills; W. by N. 
2 p. M., sighted a spar, lowered the boat, and picked up what appears to 
be the lower mast-head of a large vessel, painted white, and carried 
away below catharpins. Saw no other spars in Balasore Boads, but 
passed immense quantities of dead cattle. 3 p. u. in 12 fathn Tna of water ; 
4 p. M. steered south; swept the roads with our glasses; nothing visible* 
6 p. M. steering S. S. E. Vessel under easy steam during the night. 
8 p. M. set the watch; 11 p. m. in 12 fathoms of water; 11-30 m 16 
fathoms, and at midnight at 18 fathoms. 

PadmyrobB sotmdiny. 

At 8-40 A. M,, on the 11th, in 50 fathoms of water, no ground ; 6 a. ic, 
steered north ; 9 a. u. sighted three vessels to the N N. B., stood for and 
picked up the nearest one, proved to bo the Arab Ship Bhato Alhm; put 
Mr. Mate Pilot Vardy on board, being at the time in 25 fathoms of 
water. The Shaw Jlkm had experienced no bad weather. Observing 
the two other vessels were fully rigged, and apparently in want of no 
assistance, proceeded on our course north. Noon on the Pilots' Bidge 
in 21 fathoms; sighted a vessel ahead, proved to be the Chmmrah Pilot 
Vessd. At 5 p. m., with Captain "Weeks, boarded Mr. T. Smart and 
delivered to him my written instructions ; he informed me that the vessel 
then in sight to the eastward was the Lower Gaspar Floating Light 
Vessd Star, and directed me to proceed to her assistance, when, should I 
find her in a fit state to perform her duty, I was to re-place her in her 
position. Steamed towards the Star; 6-80 p. m spoke her, foimd she 
had lost her foremast; the Ofdcer in charge came on board and stated 
that she made a large quantity of water ; port hawse pipe gone, and only 
five days' provisions on board. Under these circumstances, I deemed it 
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pmdeut to wait for day-light to make a thorough surrey of the ressoL 
7 p. M anchored in 12^ fathoms of water in the South Channel. At 
6 A. M.J on the 12thj went on hoard the Siar with Captain Weeks and 
Mr. Aotmg Master Pilot Phillips to survey the vessel. In our opinion^ the 
StaVj although not in a ht state to he kept at sea for any length of time^ 
was able to take her station until relieved from town^ that is ^ould we 
have our usual K. E. Monsoon weather. Left Mr. Phillips in charge of 
the Star, he hemg the Senior^ to assist me in placing her in her position; 
took the Star in tow and proceeded in ; steering from E. K. E. to N. E.^ 
"crossed the Eastern Sea Beef between the positions of the Upper and 
Ijower Beef Buoys. IN’oon^ sighted a Light Vessel to the northwaxdj made 
her out to he the Saugor, On dosing with her found that she was a long 
way to the southward of the Lower Caspar Light Station. 1-15 p. ic. 
Saa^or*8 boat came along^de with Mr. Gibson and Mr. Aotmg Mate 
'Pilot Broadhead. They informed me that Mr. Master Pilot Fosbery had 
told them that the Eastern Channel Light Vessd was in her position^ and 
that they had better take up the Lower Gaspar Light Station^ this I de- 
sired them to do^ and shortly after observed the Steamer Bull Bog take 
her in tow preparatory to placing her in the position of the Lower Gas- 
pai Light. We at once proceeded in^ Captain Weeks^ Mr. Mate Pilot 
'Fletcher^ and mysdf thmking, aa the Lower Gaspar Light Vessel wasj 
or dmrtly would be^ in position^ that it would e:q>edite the public service 
by at once bringing the Star to town. 

Durmg the afternoon the Officers noted in the mar^n went od 

Mr. Douglas. I Mr. Doggett. shore, and on thdr return reported 

M Soott. I „ Jones. ^^3 that the men on shore stated 

th^ were starving. Captain Wedrs kindly offered to send on shore all 
the lice he could ^are from his steamer. This morning, the l4th, 
between 4 and 5 a. ic., 1 sent Mr. Gwyer on board the Staar to see if 
that vessd. could likewise spare any rice. Mr. Gwyer returned with two 
bags. With these and two more bags from the Lady Elgin, I proceeded 
on ehore, where, finding Captain Lewis on board the Bentinck, I made 
over the nee to him for distnbution. 


In condusion I have only to state that I have received eveiy assist- 


Mr. Fletcher. 
„ Douglas. 
„ Scott. 


Mr Doggett. 
J*ones. 


ance from a Cptain Weeks in for- 
wardmg the public service, as also 
from the Officers on board whose 


names I have noted in the margm. 


^f\ 
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From T. SmAeTj Esq,., Branch Pilots Senior Officer^ Cruizing Station^ to 
Depy. Master Attendant in charge^ — (dated 11th October 1864.) 

1 have the honor to report that the Chimurahj Pilot Vessel, has been 
in a most violent hurricane and sustained much damage, but not suffi- 
cient to make it necessary for her to come to town before her cruize is out. 

At 11-40 A. K., on the Srd instant, I anchored about 8 miles N. "W. 
of the Eastern Channel light V^sd. Wind light from N. E. to £. S. 
£., and weather cloudy. At 2 a. ic., on the 4th, weighed to supply two 
vessels with Pilots. Wind Hght from the eastward, squally appearance, 
and a very heavy short sea from the S. W. 6 a. m. took Mr. Beal, 
licensed Master Pilot, out of the Ship Earl JDalAouaie, 6-30 a. hl. put 
Mr. Wall, Licensed Junior Mate, on board the Arab Barque In^ectorf 
wind increasing in squalls and very threatening appearance. Stood to 
the southward under double reefed top-sails and courses. 1 p. sc. furled 
courses and fore top-saal, and put extra lasbings on them. 3 p. m. furled 
main top-sail and pnt extra lashings on it. Hove to under fore top-mast 
stay-sail on port taok 4 p. ic. Port waist anchor was struck by a sea 
so heavy that it was washed in on deck, tearing away all the cleats, and 
part of the rail, battened down the hatches fore and afb. 7-30 p. ic. fore 
top-mast stay-sail spht to pieces. Set reefed main stay-sail, 9-30 p m. 
that spht to pieces. 11 p. m. main sail got adnfb and split to pieces. 
About the same time the quarter boat was pressed so much into the sea 
that it went to pieces, leaving only the stem post. About midnight the 
main top-sail got-adiift, and in a few mmntes had blown to pieces to the 
second reef. For some three or four hours during the night the vessel 
was pressed so ffii down on her starboard side by the wind that the water 
was up to the hatches and skylights; indeed the vessel was on her 
broadside. From 10 p. nc. to about 1 a. k. next morning, it blew a furi- 
ous hurricane £rom £. N. E., N. E., IN'., N. W., round to West, when it 
commenced to moderate at day-light; on the 6ih blowing hard from 
W. S. W, Found the whole of the fowl coops on the starboard side had 
been tom from Iheir lashings and da^ed to pieces, and the greater part 
washed overboard. The brickwork of the galley washed out. Lead on 
deck under fore-castle, as also that abaft ; windlass had been ripped up 
and driven some distance away. Gun Port in starboard waist was tom 
from its massive binges. Some of my sheep had been washed through 
the bars of their pen overboard, and also the greater part of my stock. 
On the 5th we passed masts and yards of a vessel; on the 6th passed 
two parcels of masts and yards and also deck-planks ; at 7 P. M. on the 
6th anchored half-way up False Buoy. 
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On the 7th worked to dose below Point Palmyras; observed many 
cattle drifting down. 

On the 8th worked to abreast of Point Palmyras and anchored 
close off the reef; daring the day observed a great many drifting 

oat. 

On the 9th^ at 7 A. m.j sighted men on a raft^ out boat and sent 
her manned by the Officers who volunteered to do so, while my crew 
got the vessel underweigh. At 8»S0 boat returned, bringing two men, 
natives of Goring^ Th^ stated that they left Coringa for Akyab in a 
Sloop ; that when in sight of the land bdow Chittagong a gale of wind 
came on, their vessel went to pieces, and they drifted away on a piece 
of the wreck ; that next day they saw much wreck, got some of it, and 
made a raft. This raft appeared to be a part of the side of some vessel 
boilt in Europe, as the timbers were oak and planking pine. They hpd 
been five days in the water, and when the Sloop went to pieces, there 
were twenty-five men on board of her. 

October 11th, 1-80 a. m., light S. E. wind; weighed and run up, 
1-45, a bright light E. S. E , apparently a steamer. Showed a blue 
light to attract her to us. At day-light the QeUfity Steam Vessel, W. 
by S., standing to the northward. 6 p. m. on tail of western reef, 
spoke by Steamer Lady Slgin, and directed her to a Eloating Light about 
2 to 3 miles from me apparently in want of assistance. 

I also beg most respectfully to state that X am much in want of 
stock, and cannot accommodate Officers fi>r more than six or eight days. 
I require at least twenfy dozens. 


Prom T. H. Jxwj&tt, Esq , Comdr. of the Steamer Koladyne, to Depy. 

Masfmr Attendant, — (dated the 16th October 1 864.) 

In compliance with Captain Obbard's letter dated the 9th, request- 
ing me to wait off town till 4 p. u. of that date, and to receive on board 
any stores which TiSx. Ham, the Manager of the Bengal Eiver Steam 
Company, might put on board before that time, and then to take my 
departure for the Soonderbuns, and make a general search for any people 
who may have been thrown on shore of the searface. 

I have the honor to report, for your information, that Xleft Calcutta 
at the time stated by Captain Obbard and proceeded towards Soonder- 
buns; reached the "progress” on the evemng of the 10th; landed all 
the stor^ which I received in Calcutta at day-light of the 11th; weighed 
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aD<l shaped my ooiirse to the eastward out through the '' Seerfullah^^ up 
into the " Mntlah ” crossed through the " Cuttallee^^ and thence stood 
down to the southward^ keeping a strict search as we went along with a 
good look-out at the mast-head j entered the Sangadoony Creek and 
stood to the eastward j down the Bangadoony Biver down to the south- 
ward along the western side of Bangadoomy Island out to sea-ward, hut 
finding night was overtaking me, ran back and anchored under shelter. 
At day-light of the 12th weighed and proceeded out to sea within half a 
mile of theBefuge House, but could see no signs of a living soul, wreck, 
spar, boat of any kind ; all along the sea-face appeared as though there 
had been no gale j stood in again to the northward overtaken with heavy 
fog, obliged to anchor; as soon as the fog had cleared away, weighed 
and stood to the westward; crossed out into the Mutlah, still having a 
good look-out at the mast-head , then crossed into the Thakooran ; stood 
down to the southward for ** Bulcherry^'’ Island, and out to the face of 
the sea, hut no signs of any living souls or anything ; found the top of 
the house blown off and 'Flag Staff down, and from Bulcheny stood up 
to the northward, crossed the Thakooran," and anchored for the night. 
At day-light of the 1 3th weighed and entered a river name unknown, and 
stood down to the face of the sea ; no traces of anything to be seen here, 
stood back to the northward down the " Calchera’^ out into the '' Suhter- 
mookee," down to the southward out to sea, within three-quarters of a 
mile of the ‘‘'Befuge House," which was standing in good condition, 
hnt no signs of wreck or anything which would lead me to believe 
that any one had been washed on shore ; stood in round to the northward 
of '' Lothian" Island, and anchored on the eastern shore for the night. 
At day-light of the 14th weighed and proceeded out to sea; after a 
dihgent search discovered nothing ; stood back to the northward ; cross- 
ed out of the Booagra into Channel Creek and down to the southward 
to seaward, and there I saw nothing which would lead me to 
believe that any men had been thrown on shore during the 
Cyclone ; the house and Flag Staff by all appearances were not mjured. 
In steaming through Booagra'’^ down Channel Creek, I saw a great 
many dead bodies floating about; after completing this search from 
'' Bangadoony*' to eastward, and from " Channel Creek" to the west- 
ward, I then steered for the Gooseiy, and took on board 850 chests of 
Opium and passengers' luggage. At day-light of the 15th weighed 
and proceeded towards Calcutta ; while running up " Culpee" saw a 
Brig to the westward with the mam-mast gone, signals flying, '' will 
you take me in tow." I stood over and found it was the Buoy Vessel 
took her in tow, and towed her to Budge-Budge," wheie I 
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cast Her off ; the Officer in ohaT^ informed me He Had only one anchor 
and cable, and expressed a wish to anchor there ; reached Galcntta at 
7 p. M. "While running np the " Hooghlj^' saw a great number of dead 
bodies floating about up as high as Diamond Harbour ; saw but a few 
between Diamond Harbour and ** Fnlta 


From CAPrAiiT H. Howe, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy, to 
Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2519 M, dated 19th October 1864.) 


With reference to your letter No. 4128, dated the 11th instant, 

« -..rn I have the honor to refer to my letters 

Nos. 2458, 2459, 246St, 2479. 2499, , . , t 

2604, dated reapectiveLy the 7tli, 8th, marginally noted, m which I have from 
lOth, i2th, lath, I7tih instant. time to time submitted B^oits on the 

hurricane of the 5th instant, and on the disasters and occurrences 
connected with it, these Reports forming a narrative of the most im- 
portant occurrences up to the present moment. I shall continne to report 
further from day to day in the same maimer or in any other form that 
His Honor may direct. 


For ready reference, 1 beg to submit in recapitulation a Statement 
of the measures adopted by the Officers of the Marine Department to 
save hfe and property and mitigate the effects of the storm. 

P. S. — I am happy to add that by a telegram just received ffom 
Akyab, the Froierj^ne is safe there, although she had a narrow escape. 


Report of relitf given, hy Mr. TAompaonfrom the Stamp Boat. 

Monday, lOtA Oc/cJer.— Supplied ten persons at Moyapore with 
five days^ provisions. 

Tueeday.^h&tt with the Baboo at Hooghly Point Telegraph Station; 
sufficient rice, &c., for sixteen men for five days distributed; one bag 
containing 200Ibs rice to tbe Telegraph and Dawk boatmen at Diamond 
Harbour. 

JFedneeday. — Supplied 250 persons with one seer of rice each, dholl 
salt, &o., in proportion, at BangafuUah. 

Supplied the remainder of the inhabitants at MudPomt 
with rice, dholl, &o., for five days. 
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Friday . — Believed some of the worst cases at iCedgeree with a few 
days^ provisions. 

Saturday . — ^Lefb with the Superintendent of Cowoolly Lighthouse ; 
18 bags of rice to be distributed to the villagers when necessary. 

Sunday . — ^Proceeded up to the Mat in Subtermoohy. 


Memobahtotju. 

At Mud Point the destitution was apparently worse than at any 
other place ; the whole population turning out of their hovels and falling 
upon their knees upon the arrival of the boatj blessing the Great God of 
all men for une:^ected succour. At BangafuUah also the people were 
reduced to absolute penury^ but the immediate want did nob appear to be 
so urgent at Mud Point. 


Statement qf meaeures adopted for rendering asmtanee to damaged vessels 

and sufferers from the late gale. 

On the evening of the 6th October as soon as the abatement of the 
gale rendered communication possible^ the Commanders of the Cel&niy 
and Koladyne (which were the only steam vessels at the disposal of Gov- 
ernment) were directed to get their steam up and await orders^ and on 
the following morning those vessels left tovim^ the Gelerity to render 
aid (to the BenMnch if required) to distressed vessels in the river or at 
the Sandheadsj and the Koladyne to proceed in ehase of the Sw William 
Feel, which vessel with her flats having the 12th Native Infantry on 
boardj it was feared^ might have met with accident in the Soonderbuns. 

On the 7th the people from Moyapore were supplied with money to 
purchase rice and c^y it down, and hold out until boats could be sent 
with more. 

The Celerity returned to town on the 8th (^eBentincFs ship-wrecked 
people having been brought up on the Defiance which was passing up), 
having expended all her provisions by the time she had reached Saugor 
in the relief of urgent distress on the banks of the river. 

The Koladyne also returned on the 8th, havmg ascertained the 
safety of the Sir William Feel, the grounding of the F^gress to whose 
people relief was afforded, and the stranding of a flat with 360 chests 
of Opium. 
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The Steamer LcU^ Elgin was despatched on the morning of the 
8th October with Pilots to second the Celeritg in cruiziug at the Sand- 
heads and over to Balasore roads in search of Pilot and Light Vessds^ 
of wrecked ships^ or vessels in distress. 

On the 8th instant the people of the BentincJc were supplied with 
provisions. 

On the 9th the Celeri^ proceeded again with provisions and water to 
the Sandheads and EaJse Pointy and having returned on the evening of the 
14th with full information of the condition of the vessels at the Sandheads^ 

she was again despatched 

* Since this was written, the Cehnly has returned 
after an extended search, bat I regret to say has fail- lotn Wltn provisions 

ed m finding either or Light Ship^ ^ ^ ^ 

I hare despatched the Sunjumre to make another *» <• iiw o 

search from Hidgelee to Piplee Sand il by any chance fiTrhAnrlpd for distressed 

the vessels may hare been washed asnore in that i j i mi.* 

duection since the Alexandra Tug passed np there. people and V^sels. This 

vessd. has not yet returned.^ 

On the 9th instant two row boats were despatched to Kedgeree 
with provisions and water for the Sahoeen, that vessd's stock having 
become exhausted in relieving the wants of the distress at that Station. 
The Sahoeen fed lOO men for three daysj and 30 men daily np 
to date. 

On the same date the Kokulgne was again despatched with pro- 
visions and water to the Soonderbuns to visit the houses of rehige, and 
search for people or wrecks in that direction. She returned on the 15th 
instant, her Commander having thoroughly fulfilled the mission upon 
which he was sent, and satisfied himself that no v^sel had on this oc- 
casion been carried ashore there. 

On the same date, 9th, the Sw^lswre was despatched, full of provisions 
and water, in charge of an Officer selected for the purpose, to visit all 
the Biver Stations, and relieve immediate want wherever he might 
find it. He visited the Stafions of Atchepore, ISdoyapore Magazine, 
Hooghly Point, Diamond Harbour, Cbittamara, Mud Point, Kedgeree, 
and Oowcolly, and divide^ all that he had amoug them. He was 
directed not to proceed to Sangor Lighthouse, as it baul been ascertained 
by signal that there was no immediate want at that Station. This boat 
has just returned and a statement of her proceedings is annexed. 

On the 14th a Heave-np boat was sent down to the Megna a^ore 
at BeUary with provisions. 

On the same date a row boat was despatched to Middleton Point, 
Saugor, with provisions. 
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' And on this day, 17th, one of the Government coal boats left 
town with a large quantity of rice to Diamond Harbour, tiie charitable 
gift of two Bajahs. 

On the 15th instant more provisions were sent in a jolly boat to 
Moyapore. 

In the Fort the whole of the Harbour Masters have been busily 
employed from day-light in the morning after the gale in rendering 
assistance to the stranded vessels. All the Officers of the Pilot Service 
in town volunteered their services to assist, and have been working as 
Harbour Masters in getting ships off and mooring them in saftey. 
One hundred and one ships have been got off out of 145 grounded. 

The Assistants to the Master Attendant have been ia 

every possible manner. Captain Tapley, after working some days 
at the stranded ships, was deputed to the Dodb-yard to superintend the 
work of re-mastmg and re-fitting the Government Pilot and Light 
Vess^ and getting them ready for sea, and in endeavoring to get the 
Pilot Brig afloat. Captain Boon was despatched on the Qelenty 
to False Point to render aid and give a reliable report npon the Light- 
house, and both he and Captain Baker have been usefully employed m 
assisting 'ships and otherwise as required. 

The porhou of the Office tliat could be got together has been fully 
occupied throughout the holidays, and Mr. Joakim, the B^strar, and 
Mr. Walter DeMello have been specially active and attentive. 

As was to be 6aq>ected at such a time, the demands upon the 
Harbour Master have been incessant, and he has employed the means 
at his disposal to the best of his ability, begrudging no amount of per. 
sonal labor and exertion. 

As regards the Government vessels and the arrangements for pro- 
curing E^ars and other stores, sending food down to the Stations in 
distress, and supplying the wants and demands of the Department in 
evmy shape, the Officiating Superintendent of the Dock-yard, Mr. 
Obhard, has been most active and inde&tigable, and has shown himself 
to be the same able and intelligent Officer- in his new sphere of duly 
that he was in his profession of river surveying, and Captain White, the 
Haval Store-keeper, has been equally indefatigable. 

The various Officers in the Dock-yard have also been most active, 
and Mr. Cranston, the Builder, has been particularly energetic and 
zealous in making a number of new lower masts and other spars for the 
dismasted vessels, repairmg vessels, and dookmg several, particularly the 
ArracaUi which we have fortunately been able to put in our own Dock 
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I 

Pjjom J. GfiooHBdAjsr, Under Secy, to Govt, of Bengil, to 

Depy. Master Attendant in chaJ:gej'»(No. 4367^ dated 21st Octo- 
ber 1 86d> ) 

I am direoted to acknowledge tbe receipt of your letters noted 
No. 8to4, dated mh October ladt on the margm^ reportiug on the disas- 

„ 2519, „ mh. „ „ ^ caused by the Cydonfe of the 5th 

instantf and tbe measures taken by you in. conseQ^uence^ and in reply 
to state tbat the laeutenant GKivemor approves entirely of sU yotit 
proceedings in the matter. 

2. His Hondif ndtichs with high approbation the prompt and 
energetic manner in which you and the other Offiders of the department 
have acted immediately after the Oyolone m rdndermg araistance to 
the vessels in distressj and in nsing yonf utmost endeavours to tave lifb 
and properly and prelrent their further destnietion. 

3. His Honor particularly commends the alacrity and energy 
evinced on the occasion by the Harbour Masters in the Port^ the Officers 
of the Pilot Service who volunteered their servicesj and the Assistants 
to the Master Attendant; and also the activity and attention shown 
by Mr. Joakim^ the Bdgfkttar 6f ychir Office^ afid by Mr. BeMello. 

4. His Honor has also noticed with especial satUt&dion the zeal 
and aotivily with which Mr. Obbaid^ the Offidatmg Sn^rintendent 
of tbe Kidderpora Book-yard^ and Mr. Cranston^ the Builder^ have 
endeavoured to meet all the requirements^ of the emergency^ and is 
gpratified to observe that tlie other Officers of the Book-yard have like- 
wise been most active throughout the crisis. 

5. His Honor now desires that every exertion be made to place 
the Port Establishments m a state of efficiency as soon as possible. 

6. I am fdso desired to request that you will te^ert fot Hi4 
Honor’s information what you would propose to do in regard to the 
moorings which have been lost, and whether the opportunity should 
not be taken to re-arrahge the MOofings in the Port and to substitiltd 
moorings of a stronger and better description for those kitberfo in use. 


31 
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lib^m J GsoghbgaNj Esq., Under Se(^. to Govt, of Bengal^ to Under 

Secy, to Govt, of India^ Home Dept.^ — (No. 4868^ dated 2'lst 

October 1864.) 

I am directed to submit heremtli, for the purpose of being laid be- 
fore His Ezcellen<^ the Governor General in Council^ a copy of the 

accompanying letters^ from the Deputy 
Master Attendant in charge, relative to the 
No. 2619, ^ted 1 9th October disasters resulting from the Cyclone of the 

IcLstii flud. wdostiroB* * ^ . 

6th instant, and the measures which were 
taken on the occasion to render assistance to the vessels in distress, and 
to save life and property and prevent their farther destruction. 

2. A copy of the reply communicated to the Deputy Master 
Attendant in charge, showing what steps have been taiken for placing the 
Port Establishments in a state of efficien<y and for supplying the other 
requirements of the Port, is also submitted herewith for His Excdlency’s 
information. 

Erom Captain H. Howe, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to 
Se<y. to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2526, dated 20ih October 1864.) 

With reference to the latter part of the 8rd paragraph of your letter 
No. 4141 T of the llth instant, I have the honor to submit, for the con- 
sideration of the Xjientenant Governor, that it may be desirable to 
appoint a Committee to report upon the mooiiugs of the Port, the cause 
of ships having been driven from them during the late hurricane, and 
the best mode of re-laying them with our present appliances of heavy 
anchors, chains, and posts, pending the consideration ultimately of the 
q^nestiouof screw moorings. 

2. If His Honor would permit me, I would beg to soggiest the 
President of the Chamber of Commerce as President, Lloyd's Surveyor 
as one Member, and any other scientific and practical men His 
Honor may see fit to elect. 


Prom S. C Batlhiy, Esq, Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to 
Hon'beb J. N. Bullbn, — (No. 4460, dated 24th October 1864.) 

I am directed to inform you that the Lieutenant Governor has been 


Cftptata A Fraser, b, b. 
„ H Hyde, b. b 

«, H Hoiwe. 

Hr O'. Robs. 


pleased to appomt you to he President of a 
Committee whereof the gentlemen named on 
the margin are appointed Members, to con- 


sider and report on the questions proposed 
by the Deputy Master Attendant in the accompanying copy of a letter 
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No. dated tlie 20th. instant, and on the adaptability of screw 

moorings to the dreumstances of the Port. It is a question, the Lieuten- 
ant Gbvemor thinks, whether, with reference to cost and durability, ase 
well as to the gpreater safety of the Shipping and to economy of space 
in the Port, it is not, on the whole, desirable that these moorings should 
be generally substituted for those heretofore in use, and you are requested 
to consider what means exist for carrying out such a change, either gra- 
dually or at once. 


Prom Captain H. Hown, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to 
Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2661 M, dated 22nd October 
1864.) 

I have the honor to solicit sanction to a special grant of Rs 4,000 
to enable this Department to pay for the extra labour incurred on 
account of the Cyclone. A hill account will be rendered for audit. * 

I have to suggest that the expenses be debited to the Port Pund 
under the head of Damages caused by Cyclone. 


Prom S. C. Bavltit, Esq., Junior Secy, to Quvt. of Bengal, to Master 
Attendant, — (No. 4623, dated 27th October 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the Deputy Master 
Attendant’s letter No. 2661 of the 22nd instant, and m reply to state 
that the Lieutenant Guvemor is pleased to sanction a special grant of 
Bs. 4,000 to enable the Manne Department to meet the extra charges 
incurred on account of the damage done by the Cyclone. The amount 
will, as proposed, be debited to the Port Pund under the head of 
Damages caused by Cydone. 


Prom Captain H. Hows, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2527 A, dated 20th October 1864.) 

With reference to my letter No. 2525 of this date, recommending 
the appointment of a Committee to enquire generally into the question of 
the moorings in tliis Port, pending the consideration of the introduction 
of screw mooiings, 1 have the honor to state that I have since had an 
opportunity of reading a Work on “ Sub-Maime Foundations, paiticu- 
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the Screw Pile Moorings bj Alexander Mitchell, M. Inst., o. b., 
MtaW i, M..d»u-. S«.w ">3 « of AeMapHn Sand Light- 


Hla and Moonng Company, 17, 
Great George Street, 'Weetminater. 


honse by John B. Redmnn, M. Inst., c. B., 
together with excerpt Minqtes Qf proceed- 
ings of the Institution of Civil £higineeTS, by permission of the ConnciU'* 

A per-usalof this Work, and anhiapeotion of the Plans and Sketebes 
of the looorintss now m use in several of the hat hours in Bhigland, espe- 
cially in Nwoastle-npon-Tyneand Sunderland, and in the port of London 
_ ^ „ 'Within the jurisdiction of the Corporatioa 

of the Trinity House, remove all possibility 
of doubt on the subject, and must satisfy 
all who investigate it as to the immense 
security and safety as regards holding 
power of the screw pile over the moorings 
couameuly used., which are the span chain 
mooring, and the sinker ox mooring hloek*, 


Port 

The sinl^eis is he^vy blooh of 
atone or iron laid npon the eurfhce 
in the bed of tbe nwr, oi placed m 
an excavation prepared for its recep< 
tioa not used here, but both of these 
continue to be the only moomgs in 
use at tlia Royal Boclt-yarda) p^- 
bably on account of the xalue of the 
oH stock or material, and to their 
not^beiD^ much expoeed. 


.^t the Bamo timo it uKo^tt be, remarked, in justice to the moorings 
in this Port, that they have buen laid niider a better and more system- 
atic method than those in use in the Port of Loudon prior to the intro- 
duction of the screw pile moorings. A glance at the Sketches Nos.* 

1 and 2, which accompany this letter, will, I think, clearly prove this, 5 

As proofs of the estimation in which the screw pile moorings are 
held in England, the Corporation of Hewcastle-upon-Tyne within a few 
months of the expiration of the InvenWa privilege, and when the re- 
newal of it appeared doubtful, paid for the permission to use the patent, ' 
in the T>ne, as applied to moorings alone, the sum of £2,500, and 
i;hey have earned the system to a considerable extent with great benefit; 
and it is recorded iu the pamphlet which is before me, published by 
authority, that,, on the oocasioi\ of a. veiy heavy storm which occurred . 
when nearly a thousand ships were wind-bound in the river, and the 
greatest consternation prevailed, not a single mooring gave away, 
although they were all fearfully tried, and not £10 worth of damage ' 
was done, whilst in the neighbouring Port of Sunderland injnry was 
sustained by the Shipping to the extent of nearly £30,000. Another 
proof of the value set upon the screw moorings is, that in 1 847> the 
Judicial Cuminittee of the Privy Council, before whom an application > 
was then argued for a renewal of the patent then about to expire, 
granted a warrant for a new patent for the period of fourteen years. 

I'b® sprew pile, as de#c^iJh^d b) the pamphlet, is simply a bar of 
ir9ja with a wropght-irou. scrow> point, having its lower extremity a 
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broad plate or disc qf laetal iq a apiral or helical form on the principle 
of the acrewj in order that it should enter the gronnd with facility, 
thrusting aside obstacles to its descent, wicUout materially diaturbing 
the testore of the strata it passed througli,, and that it should at the 
same time offer an extended base either for leaistlng downward pres- 
snre, or an upward strain. 

When this broad spiral flange or ^ Ground Screvi ” is employed as 
a mooriqg to resist an upward strain, its holding power depends upon 
the area of its disc, the nature of the ground into which it is inserted, 
and the depth to which it is forced beneath the surface. 


The proper area of the screw must in every ca^e be determined 
by the nature of the ground and the purpose for which required ; the 
largest size yet used baa been 4 feet in diameter, and the depths to 
tihich they have been inserted at Newcastle vary from 10 to 20 feet. 

It is evident then that such a flange or Ground Screw inserted 
to a depth of 20 feet has immense holding povier in the ground. In 

. ^ ^he woids of the pamphlet, the mass of 

• That IS to say, disturbed he- «• i « , 

fore the Mooring can bo displaced giound tlius eliectea* in the case of th0 

by any direct force. Screw mooting ia in the form of the 

frastrum of a cone inverted, that is, with its base at the surface, the 
breadth of the base being in proportion to the tenacity of the ground ; 
this is pressed on by a cylinder of water equal to its diameter, the axis of 
which is its depth, and the water again bears the weight of a column 
of air of the diameter of the cylinder. If, therefore, a cast-iron screw 
of a given area be forced into the earth to a certain depth, it mast 
afford a firm point of attachment for a buoy chain in every direction, 
and will oppose a powerful resistance even to a vertical strain, which 
generally proves fatal to sinker moorings,, depending aa they da chiefly 
ou their specific gravity. 

The following description of the method of mooring vessels in the 
Port of Newcastle-upon-Tyne is extracted from the proceedings of the 
Institution quoted 


"A heavy ground chain, composed of links each 3 in length, 

of round ii on 8^ inches in diameter, was 
Out groand chain is 23-4 inches, along tlie bed of the river in the 

deep wi^r, and in the direction of the cuirent, instead of, according to 
the old system, placing it a bridle across the stream. To this chain, 
at; given distances, marking' the centre of each tier, and the mid-distance 
of between, were shackled studded link morning cbains of 24 inch iron, 
which had been previously laid down with the. lower extremity of each. 
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atiaclied to a screw mooring inserted into the bottom of the river 
at each spot to depths varying from 10 feet to 20 feet; the depth of 
watei at low water spring tides varied from 15 feet to 24 feet; where 
lock wus met with, it was penetrated by the wrought-iron screw point 
for about 1 foot or as far as the underside of the table of the screw.” 

To bring into practical usefulness the lesson now learned, nothing 
further seems necessary, should Government approve, than that Govern- 
ment should, as immediately as it deems proper, cause corainunication 
to be entered into with Mr. Mitchell relative to the adoption of his 
moorings in this Port, furnishing him with fall particulars of our wants 
and requirements, the nature and extent of the ground to be brought 
under the operation of his patented method, the nninber of screw piles, 
&C., required, and every other kind of information that can possibly be 
afforded to insure a practical and successful re suit. 

In the meantime the moorings oan he relaid with the large reserve 
means at oar disposal ; and, on the introduction of the screw mooringji^ 
the old stock may be sold off: the cheapness of the new method will« 
in a few years abundantly repay the cost of introducing it, and save 
the annual expense of keeping up the present chain moorings. 

The system is equally applicable to Lighthouses and to Beacons 
in snbstitation of buoys in many parts of the river not liable to change, 
and 1 shall make these the subject of a separate communication. 


Prom Captain A. R. Weston, P. & 0. S. S. SkaU, to His Honor the 
liieut. Govr. of Bengal, — (dated 28fh September 1864.) 

The magnitude of the trade of Calcutta, and the great increase 
which must be looked for in it as the resources of British India become 
developed, render it most imperative that the aids to navigation in ap- 
proaching and leaving the Port should be of the most perfect kind attain- 
able, and be maintained in the highest possible state of efficiency. 

2. Believing that this matter has already engaged the attention of 
Government, and thinking that you may desire to be informed of the 
opinion of some who, from the nature of their profession, are practically 
acquainted with the subject, I venture to lay before you the following 
remarks, which will, I trust, be found worthy of }our consideration. 

3. The present system of lighting and buoying the entrances and 
channels of the Hooghly, though perhaps the best tliat was available at 
the time when it was adopted, is quite inadequate to the requirements of 
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the present and has, in principle, been superseded bj modern discover- 
ies, presenting the advantages of greater efficiency combined with consi- 
derable redaction iu expense. 

4. The invention of Screw Piles has enabled Lighthonses to be 

Scuw In,. L.sbth.<»«i. securely placed in situations 

ll.pl.. Ssud. Spit previously been 

Fleetwood. Sandlcey' Florida. considered impossible to main- 

BelfaBt, Brandywine, Delaware. . . .v -t* i 

Dundalk. Gun Fleet Sand and others. tain any OtJier Jseacon tiian a 

Chapman Sand, j Floating Light Vessel; and as 

the success of the new principle has been so fully demonstrated by the 
Lighthouses already in full work at the several places named in the mai- 
gin, there appears to he no reason why the present Light Vessels (the 
Eastern Channel and Lower Gasper) at the entrance of the Hooghly 
should not he re-placed by Lighthouses on Screw Piles. 

5. A very important advantage possessed by structures raised on 
these Plies is the small surface offered by them to the run of the tide, or 
the stroke of a wave, whilst they afford facilities fur forming so rigid a 
structure that, as in the case of the Fleetwood and other Lighthouses, 
scarcely any vibration can be perceived even m the heaviest weather. 

6. Looking out at night, and especially daring and after bad 
weather for intricate positions, it is of the utmost importance tliat 
mariners should rely with undoubting confidence, not only on the sta- 
bility of the light, bnt also on its unvarying position and appearance. 
All these advantages are possessed by fixed lights, ^that is, lights shown 
from Lighthouses), bnt in tempestuous weather the Floating Light 
Ships are nearly obscured by the spray, and their lights have no steadi- 
ness, on account of the constant motion, whilst in oonseqnence of thoir 
breaking adrift from their moorings hundreds of lives and millions of 
property have been lost. Nor can they be said to occupy any precise 
position, shifting as they do with the wind and tide twice the length of 
the chains by which they ride. 

7. By the use of iron the ravages of the Teredo Navalas and 
other seaworms, so much dreaded for timber structures on almost every 
coast, may be entirely disregarded, and expeiience has shown that no 
apprehension need be entertained of the prejudicial action of salt water 
upon Screw Piles. Neither the wrought nor the cast iron of the hCap- 
|[in Sand Lighthouse, which was fixed nearly thiity years ago, being in 
the slightest degree injured; the Couitowu Pier built sixteen years ago 
being in an equally good state of preservation. 

8 The channels of the Hooghly are at present marked by buoys, 
which, from the nature of their construction, are continually getting out 
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of order and drifting from tlieir pro|>er positions, booumnig thereby 
sources of doubt and perplejdly, and even of danger^ in addition to the 
enormous cost of maintenance. 


9. I propose— 

(a.) To build a Lighthouse of the first order, Catoptric, revolv- 
ing at 120 &et above high, water level, in lieu of the present Eastern 
Floating Light Vessel. 

(h.) To build a Lighthouse of the second order, Catoptrio^ fixed 
at 60 feet above high water level, in lieu of the piesent Lower Gasper 
Light Ship. 

(e.) To place Screw Pile Beacena in lieu of Bboys to mark the 
channels in the Hooghly. 


10. Having, with the assistance of one of the Senior Pilots, select- 


Boots. Shoxb Bsaoonb. 

Fnitah Sand in 7 fms. Mooneelcolly Point. 
Mokraputtyin 5 „ MoyapoM ,, 

Sangor Anchoring 7 „ Siatear I'lees „ 

Light Sangov 7 » Deep Water marie* 

M Bidge in 7 „ MidA* Fomt. 

Culpee in 8 „ Mnd „ 


ed bix Buoys and a similar 
number of Bescons Tnamed in 
the margin) occupying the most 
important poaitinns as crossing 
and leading marks, I suggest 
that these should first be re- 


placed by Screw Pile Beacons as an experiment pievious to adojiting the 
system throughout. 


11. I enclose a Statement showing the comparative cost of the 
proposed system, as compared with the present, both as regards outlay 
and annual expenditure. 


12. The figures in this Statement require little coinment. A 
very important feature is the enormous saving in the annual expendi- 
ture, amounting to £12,944 per annum, by which, in the course of three 
years, thtrty-six weeks, the whole amount of the original outlay would 
he recovered, while the lighthouses and Beacons (with pertiap< tlie 
exception of the wooden tops and hoods of the latter, Would probably he 
in better condition then ever ; whereas in the present system (as will be 
seen by the Statement) the original outlay is doubled in four yeats, 
twenty-six weeks, by the excess iti the annual expenditure, the property 
being then more than half worn out. A more important feature still is 
the greater efficiency of Lighthouses and Stationary Beacons as com- 
pared with Light Vessels and Buoys, which 1 submit should be sought 
for at any cost. 


13. Should you wish to receive fuller details respecting my pro- 
posed system, I shall be most happy to wait upon you with drawings 
aiud specvficaiioiis, and trusting that the matter will leceive the favorable 
coosiderttttoBol’ Qorerninent. 



An approsnmate Block Account and Ani^ml Expense of JAghting md Buoying the Eiver Hoogh^. 
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5. B — Th« cost and annnal e:^en8e of the STirreying Yessd has been pniposely omitted, os it would appear equally m both systems 
S8fA Septemler 1864, ’ ' * E. £. A. £. WES^TOIir, Captain, 



( 250 ) 

Prdm S. C. Batlby, iEisq.^ Jimior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal^ to Pre- 
sident and Members of tbe Committee appomted to enquire into the 
adaptability of Screw Moorings to the circumstances of the Port 
of Calcutta^ — (No. 4594j dated 29tb October 1864.) 

In continuation of mj endorsement No. 4491^ dated the 25 th. 
• Dated the 28th September instant, I am directed to forward tbe aocom- 

panjing letter,* with endosuie, from Captain 
A. B. Weston, and to request that your Committee will take into their 
consideration and will report on tbe questions mooted by that gentleman 
as weU as on the subject of moorings, into which you were more parti- 
cularly requested to enquire. 


From Captaht H. Hows, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy. 

to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2576, dated 24th October 1864.) 

With reference to the last paragraph of my letter No. 2527A of 
the 20th mstant, I have the honor to submit that the present is a fitting 
time for the consideration of the question of substituting our Floating 
Light Ships by Idghthouses erected on the foundation of MitchelPs 
Screw Piles. 

2. To say nothing of the frequency with which our Xaght Ships 
have for years been driven from their stations during heavy gales, and 
the great danger to which the crews are exposed on such occasions, as 
also the risks to ships making for the station during the absence of the 
Floating Light, there is the present melancholy apprehension now 
amounting almost to certainty that the Hope has foundered, and the 
KrUhna is yet missing. 

8. The application of the Screw Pde to fixed lighthouses on 
sands, in localities exposed to the fuU action of the winds and waves in 
heavy storms, has for several years been suceessfoUy carried out on the 
Coasts of England and Ireland. 

4. These structures have generally been erected in shoal water, 
say m sixteen to seventeen feet, but the inventor has stated that he would 
have no hesifation in placing Screw Piles in depths of water of five or 
six fathoms, and would guarantee their success. 

6. In 1838 a Lighthouse on this principle was erected, by direc- 
tion of the Corporation of the Tnmfy House, on the Maplin Sand, at 
Jibe month of the Eiver Tames, where the channel was formerly marked 
by a Floating Light. 
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6. This is one of a seiies of lig^hts for marking the Swm Chan- 
nelj perhaps the most dangerous^ most exposed^ and most firequented of 
all the channels on the Coast; all the East Country Craft and the greater 
portion of the Coasting and Collier Vessels passing through this channel, 
while its liability and exposure to heavy storms is shown by the numbers 
of colliers and other craft that are annually wrecked on the sands, or 
that founder in the channel during gales of wind in the ^nter season. 

7. This Lighthouse, according to the evidence given by eminent 
Civil Engineers at a judicial enquiry before the Privy Council, is fixed 
upon a bank of very loose sand, covered by the sea, but the house has 

♦ The nature of this screw waa stood steadily; there being nothing for the 
described in my letter No 2537 A. ^j^ter to strike against in comparison v^ith 

the holding power of the screws at the bottom of the piles.*^ The tide 
nses upon the supports of this house sixteen feet. 

8. The foundation is composed of nine wrought iron piles, twenty- 
six feet long and hve inches in diameter, having a four feet (in diameter) 
screw at foot of each. The screws were sunk into the bank to the depth 

j. j 1 . of twenly-two feet, leaving about four feet 

of powerful capstans fitted on a of the piles out of the ground on which to 
raft previously prepared, ,, , Trn. i j • i 

^ secure the upper works. The work oi sink- 

ing these piles into the groundf was oompleted in nine consecutive days. 

9. A description of one of these Lighthouses will serve for all, 
and sketohes of two are annexed. I shall therefore proceed to enumerate 
some others that have been erected on different ports of the Coast. 

10. In 1839-4iO the Fleetwood Lighthouse was erected in More- 
combe Bay. 

11. Morecombe Bay is described as tbe place, of all others on the 
West Coast of England, most exposed perhaps to the tempest and the 
storm, hnt the vibration in this structure during heavy gales has beea 

t In tk. Bddyrtnne Light- to be SO sUght as not even to afieot 

honse. dnniig heavy storms, the the going of a time-piece,^ the reason was 
vibration u so great that the a m j ‘-l j . ja 

rate of the tune-pieces was that the supports offered no resistance to the 

waves, though the tide rose on them at 
eqmnoctial springs to the height of thirty-two feet. 

12. In 184i4i a Srew Pile Lighthouse was placed in Bel&st Lough, 
Camokfergus Bay, on the coast of Down. 

IS. In 1846 a large and important beacon was placed between the 
Queen's and Fnnee's Channel leading mto the Thames. It stands in a 
most exposed situation at the extremity of the Tongue Sand, in a depth 
at low water of seventeen feet. 



14. Courtown Pier is another and remarkable etractnre built on 
the same prmciple. 

15. It is erected on an open and esposed part of the coast of 
Wexfordj a coast unprotected nearly from north to south with an open sea 
of seveniy miles in fronts while a surf of great height and force beais 
almost without intermission on the ^ore. 

16. The above are sufficient prooffi^ wilhout quoting further^ that^ 
as stated in the Pamphlet from which my information is derived, and 
from which I have drawn largely in this letter, the system may be safely 
employed m any ritoation, however exposed to the action of the sea, 
provided always that the ground is &ee from rock ; and the principle was 
declared before the Privy Council to be especially applicable to quicksands. 

17. Mr. Walker, the Consnltiug iEng^eer to the Corporation of 
the Trinity House, states his belief that beacons or other stmcturer 
erected upon Screw Piles would stand as well on the Goodwin Sands as 
on the Maplin and other places. 

18. 1 have quoted all th^ facts and scientific opinions to prevent 
the po^ib^ty of a doubt arising as to the capability of a Screw Pile 
Xiighthouse being erected on the sands or reef heads in our channels, and 
withstanding the heavy sea that prevails for months together at the 
Sandheads ; the evidence afibrded that Lighthouses erected on the 
principle in question, in equally exposed situations, were as firm and 
substantial afber ten years' contmuanoe as when first erected, proves that 
they would be equally safe and substantial at the Sandheads. 

19 I would therefore propose for consideration that Lighthouses 
be erected on the edges of the channels in the room of the Lower Qaspar 
Light Ship, and the Light Ship at the Eastern Channel Station ; the 
former to be the first undertaken, the situation possessing the grater 
facilities. 1 would also have said that the exiperiment might he first 
tried there, hut there seems to be no need of experiment when the system 
has been tried, tested, and proved for upwards of twenty years, in 
tempest, sea, and surf, which are the exact characteristics of ou 
Sandheads. 

20. The Lower Caspar Lighthouse can he erected ou the edge of 
the nearest sand in two and a half to two and three quarter fathoms low 
water, say fifteen to sixteen feet, the rise of tide being twelve to thirteen 
feet spring tides } we have seen that in Moiecomhe Bay the tide nses 
thirty-two feet. 

21. The exaet positiou for this light is just on, the eastern edge of 
the Gaspar Sand, where it will answer as a guide for the Eastern Channel 
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as well as ihe Gasper ; and fihe ligh.t in ibis position will serve to mark 
the chaimel eq[aall 7 as well as the present laght Ship^ while it will be 
infinitely more sure and constant. 

On this point I have consulted Mr. Itetired Branch Pilot 
Strevens, an Officer of gp:‘eat experience and talent^ and the above is the 
conclusion arrived at^ while he assures me at the same time that there is 
never any seimible change in the channel of the Lower Gasper ; the 
Upper Gasper^ it is feared, from its shifting nature and character, must 
contmue for a time at least to be illuminated by a Floating Light until 
the practicabihty and facility of shifting and transplanting these struc- 
tures, if desired, has heeu ascertained. 

£8. It 18 believed they oan be easily removed and planted in 
another locality. 

£4. The Lower Floating Light is in eight and a half fathoms low 
water, and a Inghthonse oan he erected on the reef in about the same 
latitude in six fathoms, the inventor, it will be remembered, having 
guaranteed to sink his piles with success in thirty-six feet. 

£5. It is believed that, with a g^od floating station and every prepa- 
ration previously made, the piles for these Lighthouses might be securely 
fixed in one fine weather season at the Sandheads, and after standing 
the test of the Sonth-West Monsoon, the superstructure might be erected 
during the following season. 

£6. On the score of cost and Bn-nnal expense, the comparison is 
altogether in favor of the Lighthouses. 

£7. That on Maplin Sand cost £3,350, of which the dioptric 
apparatus for fighting cost nearly £1,000 j the only repair required in ten 
years was the occasional application of a little paint. 

£8. The annual expense of the Fleetwood Lighthouse in lighting 
materials and attendance is stated to be £385, while, on the authority of 
Captam Washington, n. ir.. Inspector of Lighthouses, the average 
annual expense of the Floating Lights of Great Britain is £1,316. 

£9. The cost of one of our Floating Lights and the annual cost 

of maintenance is shown in the margin. 

Block value 88,820 0* 0 I ^t the evidence I 

Yearly ffitperae for Esiial)- have Submitted of the great superioritv 

liehmeat, &0. 80,466 1 1 « * '' 

of the Screw Pile Lighthouse over 
Floating Light Ships, either as regards security, safely, permanency of 
position, and maintenance of light of the highest order, impossible to be 
obtained in a Light Ship, and, lastly, great saving in prime cost and 
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annual expense^ will be admitted bj His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 
as powered arguments in favor of my recommendation^ which I beg 
re^ectfully and earnestly to press upon His Honor’s early and favorable 
consideration. 


!EVom Caitajs! H. Howb^ Hepy. Master Attendant in charge^ to Secy, to 
Govt, of Sengalj — (No. &4 j 54, dated 24th October 1864.) 

With reference to the 6th paragraph of your letter No. 421 5T^ 
dated 18th instant^ I have the honor to submit^ for the approval of the 
Xiieutenant Governor and for pubhcation in the Gazette, the additional 
Port Buie required. 


AMiUonal Port Pule for the Port of Calcutta. 

Prom the 1st day of May until the 10th day. of June^ and from 
the 80th day of September until after the full moon of November, all 
vessels, within the limits of the Port of Calcutta, shall have their top 
g^ant masts and yards on deck, and shall send down their top sail 
yards, and house their top masts when required to do so by the Master 
Attendant or the Harbour Master. 

Any infiingement of this Begulation shall render the offender liable 
to a penalty of two hundred Bupees, and a further sum of one hundred 
for every day on which he shall wilfully continue to disobey the Buie. 

m 

Master Atebndaet’s Oppicb, 1 H. HOWE, 

The 242^^ October 1864, J Bejpy. Master Attendant in charge. 


Prom S. C. Batiet, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Master 
Attendant, — (No. 4842, dated 7th November 1864.) 

I am directed by the Ineutenont Gkivernor to acknowledge the 
receipt of Captain Howe^s letter No. 2454, dated the 24th ultimo, and 
in reply to state that the additional Port Buie, therewith submitted, is 
approved, and that it will be published in the Calcutta Gazette. 
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From Captain John G. Reddib^ Master Attendant^ to Se<y. to Govt, 
of Bengal^ — (No. 2681^ dated 31st October 1864.) 

Witb referenoe to paragraph 6 of Mr. Under Secretary J. Geogbe- 
gan's letter No. 4367 of the 21st instant, I have the honor to state 
that, as the Lieutenant Governor has appointed a Committee to report 
on the mooring, I will at present go on re-laying such as I can pick up, 
as it will be necessary to have them re>laid before nert South-West 
Monsoon, and I would solicit permission from the Lieutenant Governor 
to hire a steamer for the purpose of tovnng such ships as have to be 
taken up to Cossipore, and to re-moor all the ships in Port, they having 
been moored in any way ; some ships of course 'will have 'to pay the 
expenses of the steamer; there are some it would not be fair 'to charge 
anything for. 1 vnll of course only use the steamer when necessary. 


From S. C. Baylby, Esq, Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, -to Master 
Attendant, — (No. 4902, dated 9th November 1864.) 

In reply 'to your letter No. 2681, dated the 31st ultimo, I am 
directed to state 'that 'the Lieutenant Gbvemor authorizes you to hire a 
steamer for the purpose mentioned, 'the charge being debited -to the Port 
Fund. 


2. His Honor also approves of your proposal -to re-lay for the 
present such of 'the moorings as can be picked up and 'to re-moor all the 
ships m the Port. 


From Captain H. Howe, Bepy. Master Attendant in charge, 'to Se(y. 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2542, dated 21st October 1864.) 

With reference to the 11th paragraph of my letter No. 2504 of 
'the 17th instant, I have the honor to report that 'the Celerity has again 
returned from 'the Mutlah Sandheads and from Balasore Boads without 
finding any trace of the Krishna or Ho^e Light Ships. 

I have sent 'the BuA/iiaure ‘to go down 'the western coast from 
Hidgdlee to Pipl^, a part already once passed over since the gale by 
the Alexander Tug, and if she is unsuccessful, and -the vessels are not 
fallen in with by any of the ships coming from the southward, it is to 
be feared that the Light Ships have foundered. 
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From S. C. BATrjnr, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Master 
Attendant, — (No. 4688, dated &8th October 1864.) 

In reply to Captain Howe^s letter No. 2542, dated the 21st instant, 
I am directed to state that the Lieutenant Governor awaits an early 
r^ort from you on the return of the Sio^tsurej and desires to know 
what arrangements you would propose to adopt to supply the want of 
lights, either temporarily or permanently, should your appr^ension of the 
Light Ships having foundered prove unhappily correct. 


From Captain John G. Bhduib, Master Attendant, to Secy, to Govt, 
of Bengal, — (No. 2709, dated 2nd November 1864.) 

With reference to Mr. Junior Secretary S. C. Bayley^s letter 
No. 4583 of the 28th ultimo, I have the honor to report, for the in- 
formation of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, that the Sw'^iaure is 
now on her way up, and I am sorry to say has seen nothing of the mis- 
sing Light Ships. 1 fear they are totally lost. 

The arrangements I have made for supplying Light Yessds and 
Pilot Brigs are as follows ; — 

The Oomef, Floating Light Vessel, is now outside, but will be reliev- 
ed in ten days by the old Pilot Brig Outde. 

The £ftar. Floating Light Vessel, will have to be docked and 
thoroughly repaired ; the JDeva is now in her place, and the Saugor in 
the place of the Mope that we fear is lost. 

I have the -Schooner Charlotte doing light duly at the Mntlah in 
the place of the Krishtutf but we will have to get another vessel for that 
duty before the South-West Monsoon j perhaps the new Floating Light 
Vessel ordered firom England may be out in time. I may add 1 have 
telegraphed to Bombay to know if they have any vessel to spare fit for 
the duty, but as yet have received no answer. 

With regard to Pilot Vessds, the Chinsurah is at present the only 
vessel on the station. I will relieve her in a few days by the Kedgeree : 
the Foam and Mutlah will be got ready with all despatch, so that I will 
be able to carry on the duties outside, and 1 trust the new Pilot Vessel 
ordered from England will be out before next South-West Monsoon. 

The Fame, old Pilot Vessd, will do the surveying duty in place of 
the Sahoeen, high and dry at Kedgeree! As soon as I can spare an 
Officer, I will send down and have a report on her and the old Hospital 
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Ship Bmiiiiei i tlie Megna will be got ready when we can get time. 
Hie great want in this Department is boats^ and I have given orders 
to build them as fast as possible^ and will in a future day submit an 
estimate of our requirements in this Department, but I hope the lueuten- 
ant Governor will excuse my taking on mysdf to order the immediate 
construction of what is very urgently required. 


Fjioh S. C. Baylbt, Dsq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Master 
Attendant, — (No. 4933, dated 10th November 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. ^709, 
dated the 3nd instant, and in reply to state that the loeutenant Gov- 
ernor approves of the arrangements proposed by you for supplying Light 
Vessels and Pilot Brigs, in consequence of the presumed loss of the Light 
Ships Kr^hna and Hope. His Honor also approves of your having di- 
rected the re-placement of such boats as ore necessary. 


From CiJ?TAiN H. Hows, Depy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal,— (No. ^06, dated 19th October 1864.) 

It is with great regret 1 have to forward, for the information of 
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, the accompanying copy of a letter, 
of yesterday^s date, from Mr. B.. B. Yates, Executor to the estate of 
Mr. Acting Master Pilot E. Worthington, reporting the death, on the 
6th instant, of that Officer with the loss of the Emigrant Ship Mlg, 
of which he was in pilotage charge on the date of the late Cyclone. 


From B. B. Yates, Esq., Executor to the Estate of Mr. Acting Master 
Pilot E. Worthington, to Depy. Master Attendant in charge, — 
(dated 18th October 1864.) 

A fortnight having elapsed since the loss of the Emigrant Ship 
AXlgy under pilotage charge of Mr. Acting Master Pilot E. W orthing- 
ton, no intelligeuce having been received, tending to throw any 
doubt upon the general opinion of his having shared the fate of the 
ship, and of almost all on board; that I am reluctantly compelled to 
lonvard this official announcement of his death on the 5th instant. 

33 
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From II. HowBj Bepy. Ha&ter Attendant in diavg’e^ to Secy, 

to Xiovt. of Bengal,~(No. 25^3 dated 20t]i October 1864.) i 

With reference to the 4tli paragraplx of yonr letter Nd. 4200 0?j 
dated Bageeling^ the 15th instant, I have the honor to report that the 
difficulty in obtaining labor was soon at an end, and that we have now 
abundance of men. 


From Captain H. Howe, Bepy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 2532, dated 20th October 1864.) ■ > 

In 'continualtion of my letter No. 2604 of 'the 17th instant,! have 
the honor to subjoin, for the information of His Honor the Ideutenant 
G-ovemor, extracts from the Amval Reports of the Ships Inapectoi 
and SL from which it will be percdlved that the former vessel 

was abandoned in consequence of the damages sustained during the 
hurticane of the 4th and 5th instant, but fortunately no lives were lost. 


MxtraeU Jk'om tJie Arrival Sejtorla qf the Ships In^eelor^* and " SI, 
Joseph/* dated respectively 4tth and 13^^ October 1864. ' 

" Left eight Masters, two Mates, and three Junior Mates on boai^ 
Chinsurahj P. V. Encountered a severe gale of wind on the night of the 
4th, which commenced at east, travelled round by north to west, whence it 
abated at day-light. Vessel totally dismasted, leaky, 6 feet water in the 
hold ; 5 p. u:. on the 5th was taken off the wreck by the French Barque 
St, Josephj in latitude 19*34 north; longitude 87*43 east; 6. p. if. fired 
the wredk and 'proceeded. 

" At 6 p. 1C. on the 6lh October 1864 rescued Mr. W. W. Wall 
Pilot, Abdool Khalik Nacoda, and 60 lasoarh ofiT the Wreck of the 
Arab Barque Injector, in latitude 19*34 north, longitude 87*43 east., 
Was in company with theBntidi Ship 'Bayard, Captam Douglas, for two 
or three days a little further to the southward." 


Prom Captain H. Howe, Bqiy. Master Attendant in charge, to Secy, 
to Govt, bf Bengfd, — (No. 2674 M, dated 24th October 1864.) 

With reference to the 3rd paragraph of my letter No. 2604 of the 
17th instant, I have the honor to forward a Supplementary Statement 
fcawn up by Lloyds^ Agents, showing the position of the Shipping in 
'the Port up to the latest momeht. 
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The following parUculofi are m^pplemnt to our Sklomni dated 
1 , 5 ^ imtmty* 

Jjezopardi is now afloat and anchoied in the stream •, wiU require 
large repairs. 

, Asterroid remains ashore. 

Anne Although steam was employed, failed to come off 

last springs, and her &te is doubtful. 

AUadm also tried to oome off, but did not succeed; remains on top 
of the Bailway Eer. 

Anne de Br^ne has been sold for Bs. 11,000, inclusive of 
stores, &a 

Admml Cas^ is still high and dry. 

Aga BaUur does not appear very badly damaged, 

Annott Igle was towed off on the 17th, and does not appear much 

Asironomer.^'ihi^ are all gone. 

Agra is now afloat, having been towed off on the sprmgs. 

Botanist floated on the 17th, and has lost main and mizen masts, 
but her donu^ is all above covering board. 

^ Bengollgm remains on shore, although repeated and vigorous efforts 
have been made to get her off ; she appears considerably damaged. 

Broughton EaU seems much shaken. 

Bam Benf’ew wreck sold for Bs. 3,500, eai stores, &e. 

Calumet is considerably damaged on port side. 

" Collingwooi is now discharging and will be further examined, 

Camp&rdom severely damaged on her starboard bow. 

dtg of Baris was towed off on the 17th. Damage to masts and 
hull very considerable. 

Though aided by powerM steam, has failed to come 
off. Is now discharging further, and will probably float on next springs. 

' Celme has been sold by order of the Ikench Consul. We under- 
stand hull fetched Bs. 17,800. 

Glenmee et Lenie remains on shore at Cossipore. 

Cam Bamlg (Country Ship) is also still on shore at BamHstopore. 

Berigs remains on shore, and it is doubtful if she will come off, 

Bastm BeUe came off shore on the 18th. 

BsmmUa fluled to get off, though assisted by steam. 

Bari of (Bare remains on shore; ballast, it appears, was discharged 
piior to our last report. 

Bttfteg Shah AUtm was twice in tow but failed to come off. 

Great Tasmiua sold by auction for Bs. 9,000, ex stores. 
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Govindpore the wreck is advertised for sole. 

Qlenro^ remains ashore^ doubts entertoitted os to whether she will 
he got ofT. She is very much damaged. 

Sannibal , — ^Reported afloat in our lost ; lost all her masts in the 
Cycloue. 

Blndooatan (English) was towed off on the 18th ; her damage is 
considerable. 

Sarry JFarrm^ — We hear may go into dock. 

Sindoostan (Erench) is still ashore. 

India (Country Ship) remams on the bank at Boranngore. 

King Arthuf floated on the 16th. 

Kenyon. — Despite repeated and vigorous efforts^ failed to come off. 
Will discharge farther and may get off next springs. 
lew Chew sold for Bs. 6^800 ex stores^ &o. 

Lady JPahnerston was towed off on the 17th. 

Leonide appears considerably stained. 

Latcma employed steam^ but failed to come offl WiU discharge 
further and probably float next sprmgs. 

Lady Franklm. — ^Wreck sold for Bs. 8,400, ex stores, &c. 

Metee h^ floated with the aid of steam ; damage appears considerable. 
Mirzapore has also floated, and does not appear much damaged. 
Medvxa floated on the 15th. 

Morayshire came off on the 18th ; is very much damaged. 

New Castle was towed off on the 17th j a good deal damaged. 

Pride of Canada failed to come off ; is still discharging. 

Ptst^ab (Country) remams on shore at Cossipore. 

Bichard Bustead has not yet been towed off. 

"Romania also employed steam, but remains on shore. 

Royal Alexandra is a good deal damaged. 

Sir la/msetjee Faxiily, — ^Eate very doubtful. 

Sojphia eToakim remains on shore, though efforts have boon to 
get her off. 

Shen Shaw remains on shore. 

St. PhiHert is now afloat. 

Simla was towed off on the 17th. 

Southern Belle still on shore j doubtful if she will come off. 

Singapore sold for Be. 2,400, ex stores, &c. 

Steamer MaurUius was towed off on the springy, and was subseq^ueniJy 
found to be in a sinking state, and has been beached off Shaldonas. 

Steamer Nada has faded to come off, though efforts have been 
made to extricate hmr. 
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Steamer N'emeais is still m Port; Qokonda carries tlie next Mails. 
Steamer Bernal could not be got ofP. 

Steamer Sydmy now appears more damaged tbon was at first 
supposed. 

Ttt^a tried to get off^ but failed^ and is now making water. 

Tartar still on shore. 

Victoria Bridge remains in the bank ; fate doubtful. 

Wreck sold for Bs. 600^ ex stores^ &c. 


Alligator 
Columhie 
\ Pilot 
Union 
Vulcan 


Tvo Stbambbs. 


LAII remaiu on shore. 


GovEBNMEnr Vessels. 


Krishm and Hope (Light Vessels). — Pears entertained of their 
^oTeiy. 

Steamer has arrived safely at Akyab; had during the 

Cyclone to throw over all her stores^ &o. 


OalouttAj 

T^e IXet Oetoher 1804. 


GLADSTONE, WYLLES, & Co., 


Agents to Llogds. 

} 


T 

P, S. — ^It now appears doubtful whether the ve^el spoken in the 
Bay by the Clarence was actually the Nile, 


Prom Cattain John G. Bsddie, Master Attendant, to Se(^. to Govt, 
of Bengal, — (No. M, dated 27th October 1864.) 

I have the honor to rqtort, for the information of His Honor the 
Ideutenont Govemoi^ the return to town yesterday of the dismasted 
Pilot Vessri Noam in tow of the Steamer Penang, 
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From Cafeaht Jomr G. Ebddib, Master Attendant, to Seey. to 
Govt, of Bengal,— (No. 2814 M, dated 8ili November 1864.) 


With reference to previous letters as marginally noted, I have the 


From Master Attendant, to 
tlia Secretary to Government of 
Bengal, S468, 2459, and 
2468|, dated tbe 7th, 8th, and 
10th October 1864, and anb* 
sequent repoits on the sat^lect 


honor to submit, for the information of His 
Honor the liientenant Governor, a compended 
account of all the ships that have been 
stranded and wrecked, with the result of the 
efforts made to float them. 


Mmorandwn, ikovmg the itaittre and eaufeni of the damage sustamed ly the 

Shy^f^ m Port during the CyeUne of hth October , the proceedinge 

taken, m regard to the intereate involved^ ^c. 

Anne Boyden suffered very severe damage in hull, masts, &c.; 
floated about the 31st ultimo, and was suhsequeutiy towed into a clean 
berth, where she now lies. Steam was twice employed, the first time 
unsuccessfliHy, and the whole of the cargo has been landed, with the ex- 
ception of a little linseed, which had become offensive and was thrown 
overboard. Nearly all the cargo landed is now safely housed, but some 
part has been sold by auction, its condition having been such as to render 
it unsafe to warehouse it. It is impossible yet to say what may prove 
the most prudent course for the Master to pursue. 

Aeema sank off town, and has been sold as a total wreck for Bs. 700. 

Astronomer remained afloat, but suffered great damage in masts, 
spars, &o. Hull is not damaged, and necessary repairs are progressing 
fast. 

Athleta sustained some damage in spars, poop, bulwarks, &o., but was 
not on shore. Has been repaired, and is about to leave for the West 
Indies. 

Aiesander John Kerr, with salt on board, capsized at Cossipore 
Attempts are now being made to raise her with some hope of success. 

t 

Admiral was driven on shore on Ghooseiy Mat, but will be repaired 
we understand. 

At^ was lost at Diamond Harbour, but no proceedings have yet 
been taken with the wreck, 

Aezc^ardi was driven ashore at Seebpore, and lay there several days 
Has since been towed off and will require large r^airs. Damage chiefly 
above water. 
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Jiieroid was driven ashore at Gossipote^ where she still liesj no 
attempts^ so &r as we can learn^ having been made to extricate her. An 
old ship, and veiy seriously damaged. 

jlladMii was driven ashore on the left bank of the river^ and still 
lies impaled on the ^Railway pier. Has discharged the carg^ on board, 
and attempted to get off with the aid of steam. Chances very doubtful. 

Anne de JSretoffne took the g^und at Seebpore, but was ultimately 
got afloat. Has since been condemned by the fbrench Consul and sold, 
hull, &c., for Bs. 11,800. 

Admiral Ca%ey got ashore at Garden Beach, and will probably be oon- 
'demned and sold ; the expense of extricating her, assuming the operation 
to be possible, appearing very great. 

AJ^home et Nelie was on riiore, but has since been got off and now 
waits a dock. 

Aaron Brown was on shore and sustained some damage in upper 
works. Has since come afloat, and is undergoing the necessary repairs, 
which ore not heavy. 

A^a Baher Was driven on shore, but ultimately come off badly 
damaged. No farther particulars yet ascertained. 

Amoi I^le got on shore at Seebpore and lay there a considerable 
time. Is now afloat, r^airing and loading cargo. 

Alfy AMar Shaw was ashore, but subsequently floated. Is now 
being partially repaired. 

Alarie got on shore at Cossipore, but was towed off on the following 
springs. Damage chiefly in upper works ; is now being repaired, but 
docking will be essential. 

A^a took the ground and suffered considerable damage. 'RgaATifial 
repairs are now being proceeded with, and ithe vessel is about to load 
outward cargo. 

Amun Shahf an old country ship, was on shore, but nltimatdly 
floated. Bepairs not yet •commenced, 

i 

Botanist got aground at Cossipore, and lay there till last springs, 
when Ehe floated without steam. Considerably' damaged above the gun- 
wale. Is now being repaired and' loading outward. 

Bolton Abb^ took the groilnd on the Howrah side, but subsequently 
came off with the aid of steam, having jetUsoneA greater part of the 
salt (about 1,800 tons) on board at the time of the Cyclone. Lost some 
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Beaumdm Casile got aground at CosBiporCj Lut subsequently floated. 
Discharged the caigo necessary to get on the damage^ and is now nndor^ 
going the needful repairs. Injuries confined to the upper works and 
cabin freight. 

JSaron JRen/^ete. — ^Wreck sul^equently sold for Bs. 8,500^ i. e, 
hull, &c. 

BengoU^oit took the ground at the Mint ghat ; discharged all the 
cargo on boards and was towed upon last springs. Damage in upper 
works oonsiderable^ will be thoroughly repaired here. 

BrmgUon Hall got aground at Seebpore, and lay there about a fort- 
night. Was subsequently towed off, but is so damaged that it will pro- 
bably be expedient to sell her forthwith. 

Carobel got aground at Seebpore with damage in spars and upper 
works. Was towed off, and now waits instructions ffom Bombay. 

Calimet was ashore at Cossipore, but has subsequently got off. Is 
now repairing damage to upper works, &o., and will shortly load outwaid. 

Comete has been sold by auction for Bs. 12,600, hull, &c. 

ColUngwooA damaged throi^hout. Came afloat shortly after the 
Cyclone (with the aid of steam^, and has since discharged the greater 
part of her cargo, which consisted mainly of rice. Will be again sur- 
veyed in a few days, and it is probable that the Captain may then he in a 
position to decide with some accuracy on the course he should adopt. 

Cit^ qf Paris was driven on shore at Cossipore, remained there for 
ten or twelve days, during which time she discharged a good deal of her 
cargo (general from Glasgow), Was ultimately towed off and placed 
in safety, and her damage, which was very severe chiefly in masts 
riggjngTj and upper works, is being repaired so fiur as necessary. Will 
probably load home. 

C^evy Chase was in dock at the time of the Cyclone and saslaine^ 
no mjnry. 

CUUaall Ahhy was driven a^ore on the right bank of the river 
with loss of fore-mast, some injury to bulwarks, &c., but was towed off 
and win sail diortly. A small portion of the cargo (all of which is in 
good order) was landed to effect r^airs. 

a W. sustained great damage (bulwarks, bows, and stem, having 
been severely crushed and house shaken), and was driven ashore at Cos- 
sipore, but towed off some days later. Ship makes no water, and cargo 

on board appears undamaged, but it is not yet dear what coui-se the Oap- 
tam should adopt. ' ^ 
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Contimhtal took tho g^und on Ghooseiy sands ; discharged some 
cargo ; jettisoned a considerable quantity of seeds and jute^ and floated 
on tlic 14th ultimo. Was considerably damaged^ but is now repairings 
afloat. Will have to dock ultimately. 

Clgtemnesira was on shore at SeebporOs but subsequently came off 
with steam. Damage chiefly in upper works and very considerable ; is 
now being partially repaired. Gargo^ some of wbiob. has been discharged 
in order to effect repairs^ uninjured we believe. 

Camperdoion remained afloat^ and was not seriously damaged. Is 
being rq>aiied^ and will be ready to load outward soon. 

ChesAire g^t on shore at Seebpore^ but after jettisoning a small 
quantity of salt came off with steam. Sustained a good deal of damage 
in spars and upper workSj repair of which has now been nearly completed. 

Cel^on remained afloat, bnt sustained a good deal of damage above 
water. Landed part of the cargo on board. The ultimate proceeding 
of the Captain uncertain. 

Carribean got on shore on Seebpore Sand j landed a large quantity 
of cargo, and was subsequently towed off. Is apparently hogged, and 
has landed the whole of her cargo nearly all in good order. 

Cti^ of JjaAore took the ground on the opposite hank, and lay there 
till last springs, when she floated without steam. Discharged nearly 
all her export cargo except some seeds which were jettisoned, and is badly 
damaged above water. Is now undergoing the necessary repairs, and 
wiU doubtless take on her original oaigo. 

Celenie was jammed at Seebpore and suffered great injury. £[as 
been condemned by the Ekench Consul and sold (hull, &c.,) for 
Es. 17,800. 

Olem&ice et JLemie got ashore at Cossipore where she still Hes. 
Injuries very considerable, and being condemned by the Erench Consul 
has been sold for Bs. 17,600, bulb &c* 

Cama Family got on shore and still remains there; damage not 
considerable. Will probably be got off under an arrangement made by 
the Captain. 

JDeiigo took the ground at Baranagoro, and stiU hes there. Bilged 
and has been sold by auction for Us. 4,500, hull, &c. 

Eastern Belle got on shore at Cossipore, but has since been 
towed off. Is now undergoing partial repairs, and is about to load for 
Bombay. 



( 2C6 ) 

EmHraUa got on f.liore at Cossipore, and, thoupth several attempts 
wei’o nrnirlfl to get her off, still lies there. An old ship, liadly chimagocl, 
and will ho sold by auction. 

Mirl of Clare went aground at Bai’anagore, and still lies there. 
Damage appears considerable, but the vessd may be got off*. 

French Empire got on shore at Cossipore, but floated on the next 
springs. Damage to upper works considerable, but repairs may bo 
completed, afloat. 

Faiz JRolany got on shore at Baranagore, and may be considered a 
wreck. Has been sold by auction, hull, &c., for Be. 7,100. 

FtiU^ Allum was on shore at Ghooseiy, but is now afloat. Was 
muebt damaged above watei, and will be repaired forthwith, 

t 

FiUy Shalt AUmn got on shore at Cossipore, and, notwithstanding 
vigorous efforts to float her, is still there. 

Forgmhall rode out the storm with only trifling damage to some 
wood-work, and sailed a few days afterwards. 

Qlenroy was driven high and dry at Cossipore, where she still lies 
with little chance of coining off. Has received very gcrat damage, stem 
smashed, hull otherwise damaged; spars, rigging, boats, &c., broken 
up, and will probably be sold on receipt of mstmotions from home, which 
the Master believes he may prudently await ; had little cargo on board. 

Govmdpore sunk off town and will bo sold shoiUy. Tlie Captain is 
saving what he can. 

Great Tasmania driven on shore with immense damage, hull, &c., 
sold for Bs. 9,000, Spars, &c,, have been disposed of separately. 

Genu is afloat j suffered a good deal of damage in upper works, 
which is now being repaired. 

Georgina was on shore at Seehpore, hut subsequently came afloat. 
Is now r^aaring in the stream. 

Gustave et Zouis was on shore, discharged cargo and came off. 
Damaged in upper works, but is repairable. 

JEiarry 'Waeren was on shore, but has smee come off, and is now in 
the stream waiting a dock. 

Hannibal was on shore at Seebpore ; discharged a large quantity of 
cargo, and was towed off. Lost all her masts and was otherwise dam- 
aged, hut is now undergoing repair, and will likely take on her orginal 
coigo. 
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Udm Nichohon sustained a good deal of injury in masisj riggings 
&c.^ from collisliing sliips and otherwise during the hurrioanej hut was 
not diiven on shore. Is now discharging her inward cargo (general from 
Liverpool) j and undergoing repau's. 

Hanover was driven ashore at Ghoosery^ and lay there about three 
weeksj during which time she discharged nearly all her cargOj principally 
rice, for China, in very good condition. Was ultimately towed into a 
safe berth, but is most severely damaged in every way, and it is very 
doubtful whether she will be found repairable. 

Hfppohfta rode out the Cyclone at her anchors in the stream, and 
sustained little or no damage. 

Hindoatan got on shore at Cossipore, landed part of her cargo, 
and was towed off on last springs. Damage chiefly in upper works is 
now being repaired. 

Ilindostan {F) got on shorn at Seebpore, where she now lies. Bilged 
and has been sold by order of the French Consul for Rs. 10,000, hull, &c. 

Hampden was on shore, but floated without steam. Is being re- 
paired, afloat. 

Iron Bake remained afloat, and the trifling damage aloft has been 
repaired. 

Indian got on shore at Bang Bazar, and still lies ihere high and 
dry. Efforte are being made to extricate her. 

India got on shore at Baranagore, and still remains there. 

Join Chiam was ashore, but landed about 2,000 bags of rice and 
lias since floated. Is undergoing thorough repairs (which will be very 
expensive), afloat. 

King jditknr got on shore at Ghooseryj discharged most of her 
cargo, and was ultimately towed off Is considerably damaged, but is 
being repaired, will have to dock. 

Knahna was ashore, now afloat, masts and upper works gone, but 
hull not much injured. Is undergoing repairs. 

Kenyon was driven on shore at Cossipore with loss of main and 
mizen masts by the board, &c., and remained there till last springs when 
she floated without steam. Jettisoned 5,600 bags of linseed, and landed 
the remainder of her cargo in good order ; will repair here. 

lew Chew has been sold 1^ auction for Bs. 0,800, hull, &c. 

Lady Rawlinaon got on shore at Sangaihall Point, and still remains 
there, though attempts were made to float her. Will probably be 
got off. 
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JjmchnsUre took the ground at Cossiporo^ hut vras ultimately got 
afloat. Damaged in masts^ riggings &c.^ and will have to dock ; rq>airs 
are being proceeded with^ afloat. 

Zady FranMin sunk o£f town ; crow saved we believe. Has since 
been sold by auction for Us. 3^400^ huU^ &c. 

Zord Zyndhmst remained afloat^ and suflered only a little damage^ 
which is being repaired. 

Zady Falamersion took the ground and remained there about a 
fortnight. Is now partially repairing damages^ which were considcrabloj 
and will diortly leave for London. 

Zatma was driven ashore on the opposite bank and remained there 
till last springs^ when having landed a large quantity of cargo^ and em- 
ployed steam, she was got afloat; is very much damaged. Estimate for 
her repairs bemg made up. 

Zeonide got on shore at Seebpore in a dangerous position, and had 
to jettison a good deal of salt. Came off and will dock for repairs, whioh^ 
however, wiU not likdy be heavy. 

Manilla was no shore, but subsequently floated. Is being repaired, 
but will have to dock. 

Metis got aground at Seebpore, and remained there till lost springs. 
Damage to upper works considerable. Is being repaired. 

Mooresforl was driven on shore with loss of main mast, &e., but 
subsequently floated, and was put in safety with the aid of steam. Dis- 
charged a small quantity of cargo, but has smee received it on board ; 
is now repairing, and wiU leave in a week or two. 

Maednff was driven on shore, but subsequently towed off, having 
sustained considerable damage. Hull appears less injured than was ex- 
pected, and repairs are bemg proceeded with, afloat, though vessel will 
have to dock ultimately. 

Monfuouthshisre was driven on shore and sustained considcralfle 
damage in upper works and spars. Came afloat, is being repaired, and 
wiU shortly leave for Bombay. 

Mwza^ore was on shore, but the cargo having been landed has been 
got afloat, and is now undergoing repair before proceeding on her voyage. 
Damage to qiars, riggings, bulworks, &o., considerable. 

Medina . — blaster reports was beached by him at tTig Mint ; landed 
a considerable quantity of cargo, and was towed off on the next sprmgs. 
liS undergoing partial repairs, and will probably dock here. 
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Morayshire got on shore at Cossiporej but floated on the 18th ultimo. 
Dama^ considerable ; waits instructions from home. 

Mcertahtm was dismasted^ and is now discharg^g cargo. 

Merrie England was no idiore at Cossipore^ but subsequentlj floated. 
Damage confined to upper works ; is now being repaired^ afloat. 

Mahratta is stUl in dodk undergoing repairs partially necessary before 
the Cyclone. 

Nouvelle Ascension was on shore, but subsequently floated. Has 
be6n condemned by the French Consul. 

NagasaM remained afloat, but sustained some damage, 

Nimrod was on shore at Gossipore, and lay there about a fortnight. 
Considerably damaged, and waits instructions from home. 

Newcastle was driven on shore at Seebpore with loss in masts, 
spars, &c., and very slight mjury to hull, but, after jettisoning some 
cargo and landing more, came off with the aid of steam. Ship will 
probably dodk: for repairs. 

Omita, salt laden, took the g^und in the Cyclone ; was at one time 
in a dangerous position, her forefoot having been on the top of the wreck 
of the Azemia ; got clear ultimately, having suflered comparatively little 
damage, and is now discharging salt. 

2*ride of Canada got on shore on G-hoosery sands, and, notwithstand- 
ing that her cargo has been discharged and other efforts mode to extri- 
cate her, and that she did float at one time, still remains there. Damage 
considerable, but the ship may be got off. Will probably wait instruc- 
tions firom home. 

Prince Royal was on shore at Cossipore, but subsequently came off . 
Damaged in upper works, and is being repaired, afloat. 

Purdah (Couniry Ship) got on shore at Cossipore, and still lies 
there, though considerable efforts have been made to float her. 

Q,ueen of the Age g^t on shore at NimtoUah, but landed a good deal 
of cargo, and was towed off on last springs. 

Royal Oah got on shore at the Salt Golah Moorings, but was ulti- 
mately towed off ; will probably undergo partial repaurs here. 

Rvshasd Rnsteed got ashore at Cossipore and still hes there ; the 
efforts made to extricate her having proved unsuccessftd. Will probably 
be sold for account of the concerned. 
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was driven ashore at Baranagorc^ and subsequently got 
afloat. Has sustained heavy damage^ pojft of which is now being 
repaired ; will have to doch. 

Momanm was on shore at Priiisexi’s Ghat, and remained tliere till 
last springs, when she was got off*. Discharged cargo and will be repaired, 
afloat. Damages very dight. 

Boyal AUxandra was on shore at Garden Beach, but ultimately 
floated without very serious damage. Is being repaired, afloat. 

SemtrU went on shore at Cossipore and remains there j almost a 
wreck. Attempts are being made to float her. 

Sir Jameijee JPamily got on shore at Oossipore, and lay there till 
last springs on her broadside. Is now afloat, and will be repaired here. 
Damage general and very extensive. 

Southern Oroes got on shore on the left bank and still remains there. ' 
Damage oonsiderable. 

Sophia JoaUm got on shore at Cossipore and lay there till last 
springs, when she was towed off. Jettisoned a portion of her coal 
cargo. Damage diiefly above water and considerable. Will bo re- 
paired here. 

Sir J'ohu Lawrence (1,010 tons), was on shore, lauded most of her 
cargo and floated. Lost her mast and was otherwise badly damaged. 
WiU have to dock. 

Simla sustained considerable damage, chiefly in her upper works ; 
lay on shore nearly a fortnight, during which time she jettisoned about 
750 tons of salt, but was ultimately towed off', and is now repaii'ing 

j 

damages. 

Sea Horse in ballast was driven on shore at Seebpore with some 
damage, which is now being repaired so ffir as necessaiy. Came off* the 
ground two or threo days after the Cyclone. 

Sarah and Lmma remained afloat, but sustained some damage, whidh 
has since been repaired. Is now proceeding down the river. 

Salway driven on shore with immense damage. Hull, &c., have been 
sold for Bs, 2^,600. 

Sir WiUiam Eifre driven on shore and still lies there. Damage so 
great that she has been sold on account of the concerned for Bs. 15,700, 
hull, &c. 

Sooho remained afloat, but will require to dock. 
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Sh' John Lawrence 699 tons^ is in dock undergoing^ repairs^ which 
will be completed^ afloatj so far as maj appear necessary. Za loadings for 
Bombay. 

Bt, Philberi was on shore at Seebpore, but ultimately floated. Badly 
sti*amed. Has been condemned by the French Consul. 

Binffapore (French) — ^Wreck, sold for Rs. 2,4*00, hull, &e. 

Bouthampton got on shore at Seebpore, where she became a wreck. 
Has been sold for Its. 9,600, hull, &c. 

Speedy was on shore at Cossipore, but floated on the next springs j 
badly damaged. Will probably be repaired here. 

SaUette was on shore at Cossipore, but subsequently floated/ con- 
siderably damaged. 

Southern BeUe got ashore at Seebpore, and still remains there. Will 
probably be got o^P. Damage not serious. 

SteamerArratoon Apcar totally dismasted, and all her deck-works 
damaged. In safety and is being repaired. 

Steamer Bentinch, Ghovemment Hospital Steamer, lost near Diamond 
Harbour, but no life sacrificed. 

Steamer Bengal (Peninsular and Oriental Company's) will probably 
be got off at great expense. 

Steamer Mauritius got on shore; discharged a good deal of cargo, 
floated, was found to make a great deal of water and beached. Has sub- 
sequently been got afloat again, and the leak discovered and stopped. 
Is being repaired and may not have to dock. 

Steamer Sydney was on shore and suffered considerable injury above 
water, as well as some damage in hull. Is now being partially repaired 
here, and loading for Bombay, where repairs wiH be completed. 

Steamer Punjad took the gpxmnd and still lies there, though efforts 
have been made to get h er off. A, canal is being cut, and vessel may 
float next spiings. Hull, spars, &c., injured, and necessaiy repairs in 
course of execution. 

Steamer Madras injured in hull and severely above water. Is now 
afloat and undergoing repairs. 

Steamer Moulmem totally dismasted, bulwarks carried away, and 
hull injured. Is now afloat and bemg repaired. 

Steamer Nada gjot on shore on the left bank, and, despite repeated 
efforts, stiU remains there; will probably be got off ultimately. 
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Steamer Femem (Peninsular and Oriental Company's), still repairing. 

Steamer Thunder got on sKoro at Bankshall, and lay there till last 
springs. Yeiy great etsertions were made to afloat her, and were nlti. 
mutely snecessfhl. Doma^ not very considerable ; is being repaired, • 
afloat. 

Thorndeau rode ont the gale in the stream ; sustained no consider- 
able damage. Cargo on board at the time took no harm, and ship is 
now loading home. 

Tormedo remained afloat, and the trifling damage aloft hf» been ' 
repaired. Is about to leave for London. 

Thalatta took the ground off Cossipore, but was ultimately got off, 
and has since nearly completed her repairs. 

Tck&maya got on shore at Cossipore, and still remains there; may 
come off. 

Tedavera got on shore at Cossipore, but subsequently floated. Is 
bring thoroughly r^aired, afloat. 

Thames (Country Ship) got on shore at Seebpore, and still remains 
there, little effort haring heen made to extricate her. 

Tulja got on shore at Cossipore, and still lies there ; though efforts 
have heen made to float her. Badly damaged, and will probably bo 
sold. 

Taragon got asbore at Seebpore, landed cargo, and floated without 
steam. Has been condemned by the French Consul, and sold for* 
Bs. 10,200, hull, &c. 

Tcartar remains on shore ; almost a wredk. 

Tietoria Bridge was driven ashore at Cossipore, where she still lies ; 
the attempts made to got her off having been uusuccessflil. Sustained 
considerable damage, but will probably yet be got off. 

Vile de St. Bierre was on shore, landed her cargo, and subsequent- 
ly floated. Has been condemned by'the French Consul. 

ViUe de 8t. Bennie bound to Mauritius; sunk off Calcutta. Has 
beeu sold, hull, &sc., for Bs. 1,600. 

Vesjpasian hoxmH £or Colombo; wrecked off Calcutta. Has heen 
sold, hull. See., for Be. 600. 

Winchester got ashore at Cosripoie ; landed a good deal of cargo, 
and was ultimately towed off. 

Wide Awake remained afloat, hut badly damaged, is now repairing ; 
cargo appamntly uninjured. 
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Western JSknjiire remamed afloat^ but sastained damage oud is now 
in dock repairin|^. 

WUlmm Fairiaim kept afloat^ and suslained little damage^ beyond loss 
of a few sparsj &o. Landed a small porUon of bar cargo^ in order to 
readi tbe damage^ but is now nearly ready for sea. Cargo not 
d^nuiged. 

War Fogle beld on to her moorings. Is now in dock repairing ; 
the damage she sastained (not serious), and will shortly leave for 
Madras. 

W^t remained afloat^ and sustained little or no injury. 

^a^r^ogoton shore^ and still remains there; very dadly damaged. 
Captain has advertized her for sale. 

Western Star has been sold^ huU^ &o.^ for Be. 24,000. 

Marie Anna has been sold, huU, &o., fbr Bs 6,000. 

India Obnukal Steam Navigation Company’s 

Steam Vessel Sombay, roofing blown away; cabins washed away. 

Agra, Calcutta, and Colgong, roofing mostly blown away. 

Mat Nicholson sank off Serampore, and total loss. 

Owsga stranded at Serampore; portion of cargo lost; vessel may be 
recovered. 

Mooghly stranded ofif the Hint ; most of the cargo saved, and are 
imw launching, the Elat in two pieces. 

Lutehmee stranded at Coasipore, will eventoally be got off; at present 
a steamer and a large ship are sunk outside of her. 

Kalee strand«>d above the Hint ; very much injured, and will require 
heavy repairs. 

Qooria in rather a better position; will be laimohed nest eprings. 

Tug Stsamees. 

Alligator was on shore at Culpee, but has been extricated and 
brought off town. Damage, it is believed, is not very serious, and to be 
confined to the hulL 

Banshee lost. 

Bwarhahnath lost. 

Fire Queen sunk , attempts are now being made to raise her. 

Forhes was on shore, but subsequently floated, seriously injured, and 
is undergoing repairs. 


35 
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Hereulea was on shore at Cossipore, but is now afloat^ aiid linSeis^ 
going repair. Damage serious. Machinery injured. ' 

Interloj^&r was jammed among the shippings and a good dealinjiirtid 
in theuppw works. Is being repaired. 

lAnnet sunk. ^ ' 

Stuart was on shore for a considerable time> but ultimately 
floated. Bulwarks, &g.j damaged^ and will be repaired. 

Ph<mix sunk. 

Pilot got on fiihore, but has now come off. Upper works much 
damaged. 

Satellite sunk. 


Union was on shore at Seebpore^ but got off a few days ago. 
much damaged in hull and upper works. 

CohmJbus got a ^ore at Bamkistopore^ and has failed to come 

I 

ESfforts are still being made to extricate her. 


Is 

I 



I' 


(lOYBKNMXNT YESSniS. 

' I 

Hope, Pilot Brig and Knehna have not been heard of^ though 
every search has been made for them^ and it is feared must now be given 
up as lost. 

Calcutta, GLADSTONE, WYLLIB, & Co., 

mm November 1864... J Lloyds, 

I . r 


From A. H. Blecutnden, Esq., Acting Secy., Sailors’ Home Committ^ 
to Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, — (dated 31st October 1864i.) 

1 have the honor, by direction of the Committee of the Sailors’ 
Home, to request that you will bring to the notice 6f 
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor the iact that 
there are now 138 men temporarily accommodated 
in the Home, the crews of vessels* which were t6- 
tally destroyed by the Cyclone of the 5th instant. 
These men have been obtaining employmenlt 
during the month, but this is now ceasing, and the Committee havn 
reason to fear that ere long there will be no employment for them 'hf 
such a nature as they can readily perform. Under these circum- 
stances, the Committee desire me to express the hope that Hj f* H/w iHi* 


* Xtodff Pranklib*. 
Gomndpore, 
Ve^antm. 
Xiooehew. 
.djeemta 

JBtaron JSU»^ireW‘ 
Waterloo 
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jvHl ,bd pleased to tal:e into his earliest consideration what steps shonid 
be adopted with the view of relieving Calcutta of these ship-wrecked 
gSailors. 

2. I may observe that> in addition to the abovementioned men, 
there are a large number of other sailors now residing in the Home 
and the temporary branch bouse. These belong principally to other 
vessels, which have suffered so much in the late gale that it is 
probable many of them will be altogether condemned as unseaworthy 
and their crews will, consequently, be thrown altogether out of employ* 
and must also continue to receive accommodation in the Home, till 
steps are taken for sending them back to England or elsewhere. 

3. The Committee would, in conclusion, beg leave to enquire 
whether, under the circumstances set forth, the Government would 
be prepared to enter into arrangements with Commanders of vessels 
leaving this Port during the ensuing cold season to ship few extra 
hands, according to tonnage, on such terms as may reimbnrae them 
from actual loss. 


From S. C. Batlbt, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Commr. 
of Police, Calcutta, and Master Attendant, — (Nos. 4821— >22, 
dated 5th November 1864.) 


* Dated Slat October 1864. 


In forwarding copy of a letter'^ from the Acting Secretary to the 

Sailors’ Home Committee in regard to the 
measures which should be adopted in order 
to find passages home for the large number of unemployed sailors whose 
vessels were destroyed by the late Cyclone, I am directed to request 
that yon will favor the Lieutenant Governor with an expresson of your 
opixuon on the subfect. 


From Y. H. Schaloh, Esq., Commr. of Police, Calcutta, to Secy, 
, to Govt, of Bengal,— (No. 1423, dated 8th November 1864.) 

' > . I have the honor to quote, in reply to your letter No. 4821 of 
the 5th instant, my opinion as expressed to the Sailors’ Home Com- 
mittee, in forwarding to them your letter No. 4526 of the 27th ultimo. 
1 observed that in an emergency such as the present, no time should 
be lost in applying to Government to bring into operation the provisions of 
ithe Merchants’ Shipping Act, whereby distressed and ship>wre<dred seamen 
may be relieved and sent home at the public expense, and Masters of 
Eritish Ships may be compelled to take them. 
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The Board of Trade, in their mstractiona relating to the Me^ 
chants* Shipping Act, observe that 'the power to relieve and send home 
British Seamen found in distress either in the Ports of Foreign nations 
or in British possession abroad should not be exercdsed without special 
reasons but clearly the present is one of the tliose oooadons when the 
power can with expediency be exercised, and it is only by recourse to 
these provisions of the Act that permanent relief can probably be 
afforded to the seamen discharged from the vessels which have been 
either wrecked daring the late Cyclone, or so severely injured that they 
have been, or will have to be, broken np/’ 

2. I would strongly recommend that no time should be lost in 
dispatching the sailors ot the wrecked vessels, or of those to be broken 
up, for each day that they remain in Calcutta without work causes’ a 
heavy drain on the resources of the Sailors* Home Committee, and 
lessens their power of affording effectnal relief to others, whose passage 
home cannot be enforced under the provisions of the Maride Shipping 
Act. 

3. I would suggest for the oonsideratxon of His the Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor, whether some measures should not be adopted, 
in concert with the Sailors* Home Committee, to pay the passage home 
of the last mentioned class ; the Committee aiding the Government in 
paying a portion of the cost of such passage out of the fund composed 
of the chantable subscriptions they have received for the relief of the 
distress caused to sailors by the G| 7 olone. 


\ 

From CATTAm J. G. Runnii^ Master Attendant, to Secy, to Govt, of 
Bengal, — (No. 2829, dated 10th November 1864i.) 

With refesrence to Mr. Junior Secretary S. C. Bayley*s letter 
No. 4822 of the 6th instant, 1 have “^e honor to state that the 
only plan I can see to relieve the Port of distressed seamen, sinoe the 
Admiral of the Indian Station does not require more than thirty, is to 
send as many sailors home by each ship in acooidance with the pro- 
visions of the Merohaut Shipping Act. 

2. In my opinion it would never answer to ship men as proposed 
in the 3rd paragraph of Mr. Blechynden^s letter, as Commanders of 
vessels would gmerally object to it, and the m«i shipped would only 
give trouble, as they would look upon themselves as privileged men, 
not the regular crew of the ship. 
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IFilDiii S. C. Batlbtz; Esq., Junior Sec^. to Govt, of Bengal, to Gommr. 
of Police, Calcattia,-~(No. 4978, dated 12tli November 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledgo 'the receipt of yonr letter No. 1428, 
u dated the 8th instant, relative to the disposal of the distressed seamen 
in this Port. In reply I am to request that you will be so good as to 
'place yourself at once in communication with the Master Attendant 
with a view of dei^atdhing home, as soon as possible, under the provi- 
sions of Sections 211-12 of the " Merchant Shipping Act of 1854," 
'Itny distressed seamen who come within the definition contained in 
Section 211. I am to request that you will furnish, for the lieutenant 
Governor’s information, further particulars r^arding the class of seamen 
, whom you proposed to send home at the joint expense of Government 
and the Sailors’ Home Pund. 1 am to add that core should be taken 
to keep strictly witliin the provisions of the law. 


' Prom Caffain John G. Bedbib, Master Attendant, to Secy, to Govt, 
of Bengal, — (No. 2795 M, dated 7th November 1864.) 

c Having received the accompanying telegram from Bear Admiral 
King in answer to one I sent, asking if he could relieve us of any of the 
" many destitute seamen, I have the honor to state that 1 have selected 
^thirty good able-bodied men, and the sooner they are sent to Bombay 
.>the better. I would therefore Ask your permission to pay Bs. 50 
'^thach for their passage, which sum can be adjusted hereafter with the 
Board of Trade. 


Telegram, — ^Prom the Naval Commander-m-Chief, Trincomalee, to Master 
> Attendant, — (dated 2nd November 1864.) 

Should it be in your power to send twenty-five seamen to Bombay 
' &ee of expense, I will receive them if between twenty and thirty years of 
age, and physioaQy fit for Her Majesty’s Service. Please let me know. 


Prom S. G, BATunr, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Master 
Attendant, — (No. 4984, dated 12th November 1864.) 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2795 M, 
dated the 7th instant, and in reply to convey the Ldeutenant Governor’s 
sanction to the payment of Be. 59 in advance for the passage of each 
of the thirty men whom it is proposed to send to Bombay to be 
employed under Bear Admiral King. You should take steps to recover 
the amount from the Board of Trade. 
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Erom J. N. BttllbNj President^ Calcutta Mooring Committee^ id 
Secy, to Govt, of Bengal^ — (dated 28th November 1864.) i 

, In the letter No. 4460^ dated 24th October 1864, from the Junior 
Secretaiy to the Government of Bengal, appointing me the President 6f 
a Committee ordered to consider and r^ort on certain questions proposed 
by the Deputy Master Attendant in his letter No. 2526, dated 20th 
October, it wxts requested that the Committee should consider whether it 
is not, on the whole^ desirable that screw moorings should be generally 
substituted for those heretofore in use in the Port of Calcutta, and as to 
what means exist for carrying out such a change either gradually 
or at once. 

2. Bearing in mind the necessiiy which exists of providing safe 
moorings previously to the advent of the IVeshes next Sonth-West Mon- 
soon, and of indenting at once upon England for a huge supply of moor- 
ings in the place of those which may be deemed irrecoverable, the Com- 
mittee have resolved to report (in anticipation of their general report on 
the several questions which are before it,) for the information of His 
Honor the Lieutenant Guvemor of Bengal the oondusions they have ar- 
rived at on the question of the adaptability of screw moorings to the 
circumstances of this Port, so that, should His Honor concur in the views 
held by the Committee, arrangements may be at once made for obtaining 
from England a supply of these moonngs instead of indenting for furthet 
supplies of a description of mooring which has been proved insecure, and 
consequently unfitted for the purpose for which it is required. 

8. It has been proved before this Coxnmittee that many of the 
mooriugs gave way before the real streug^ of the gale (Slh October) 
came on ; and that, while in some cases the chains have parted, in others 
the heaviest moorings of the Port, anchom, ohaius, and all, have been 
carried hodUy to the other (Howrah) side of the liver and to Cossipore: 
It has been further proved that, while in some instances the ships' 
chains parted, in the generality of cases the mooring chains (although 
of thicker iron) have given way. But the Committee observe that 
there has been nothing yet before them to show that there has been any 
neglect on the part of the authorities appointed to the charge of the 
moorings. 

4. It does not seem to the Committee a matter for their consider- 
ation whether it be possible that any kind of moorings can be found 
which would uniformly hold the vessels m the Port in such a Cyclone 
as oocurred on the 6th of October last, bat there is no doubt in their 
minds as regards the superiority generally of a system of screw moorings 
over that hitherto in use, and specially of the value (having in view 
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tile small space in wliich tKe Tesetis hkve to be moored) as a holding 
power of the screw itself^ as adopted in many Ports at Home^ over 
the heavicsrti anchor in use in the Port. The Gommittee being farther 
of opinion thaty by adopting the screw system^ the GKivernmmit will not 
only secore the most efficient known means of mooring ships^ but also 
the most economical} are tmanimons in recommending that these T^eana 
should be at once obtained and put into use for the Port of Calcutta. 

6. The Committee consider the matter} as regards the strength of 
the screw mooiingS} to be purdy an engineering question} though the 
precise manner of applying them and the position m which they should 
be laid would be guided by those who have the best nautical knowledge 
of the GiFcamstances of the Port and of the ships visituig it; and 
although the Committee have no doubt of the strength of these moonngS} 
yet the engineering expeiienoe necessary for laying them dovm to the 
best advantage is not to be found m India. The Committee therefore 
suggest} for the consideration of the Lieutenant Governor of Beng^} that 
it will be well that the matter be at once referred to the Home Gnvem- 
ment ; and that} on account of the urgent necessity of getting the vessels 
into safe berths before the periodical " Preshes'’^ come down m July or 
August of next year} after consultation with the Corporation of the Trinity 
Board and otiier Port Authorities who are said to have employed these screw 
mooring} a requisition he made for a sufficient number of them} with 
chains and appliances complete} on the principles most approved by those 
authorities ; and that these be at once despatched to India with competent 
persons and proper apparatus for laying them down. These should take 
the place of such moorings as cannot he recovered. 

6. In making this requisition} it will be necessary to send at the 
fame time all the data piocqrable regarding the nature of the groimd 
(which is believed to be well known)} the strength and effect of the 
tideS} currents or eddies on vessds riding in the nvef} and a Chart of 
the positions in which the moorings will eventually have to be laid. 
With this information} and bearing in mind the inconsiderable wright 
qf a screw as compared with an anchoT} the Committee thinTr that, 
while it is necessary to re-lay the moorings so far as materials exist on 
the eystem heretofore in nsC} there is quite sufficient timcto obtain the 
materials for the change which the Committee recommend} in lien of 
the anchorS} &c.} lost before the rains set in. 

7. The position in which the change should he first adopted 
might well be left to the Marine Department} but the Committee 
furthOT suggest that} in le-arranging themooringS} those which are called 
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second and third nlaafl moorings be altogether discarded^ ard the exist«> 
ing first dass anchors be laid down in their places^ the screw moorings 
being substituted for snoh first dass anchors as may be deffident to 
complete the moorings of the Fort before the Freshes come down> such 
portion of the river side^ as the Marine Beparment may decide on, 
being left dear for the purpose. After next South-West Monsoon, the 
screw moorings should, in the opinion of the Committee, be gradually 
substituted throughout. 

8. It occurs further to the Committee to suggest, for the considera- 
tion of His Honor the Lieutenant Goveruor of Bengal, that an Officer of 
the Government piactioallyaoqiiainted with the whole mooring ^stem as 
it existed andtihe causes of its fiiilure, be deputed to England, so that every 
information may be at hand on the subject, and the necessity of any re- 
ference to India and consequent dday may be avoided. 


From S. C. Batleiy, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Madmr 
Attendant, — (No. 5480, dated Ist Beoember 1864.) 

I am directed to forward to you the accompanying letter dated 
SiSth ultimo, firom the President of the Calcutta Moonngs Committee, 
reporting the condnsions at which the Committee have arrived on the 
questions submitted for their consideration ; and to request that you will be 
good enough at once to prepare an Indent for screw moorings in accordance 
with the Committee'’s recommendation. In doing this you will probably 
find it convenient to place yourself in personal consultation vrith the 
Committee. 

2. The Lieutenant Governor is also d^irous of receiving a report 
from you on the suggestion made in paragraph 8 of the Committee's 
letter, and would be glad to know if you could name any Officer wdl 
acquainted VTith the condition and requirements of this Fort, who is now 
in England, and who may be willing to afford the asmstance of his 
experience and co-operation. 


From Captain John G. Bhddib, Master Attendant, to Sei^. to Govt, 
of Bengal,— '(No. 2098, dated Srd December 1864.) 

In aocoidance vrith Mr. Junior Secretary S. C. Bayley's letter 
No. 5480 of the 1st instant, I have the honor to forward an Indent for 
moorings for 100 riiips, marked No. 1 in the accompanying 
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drawing of Screw Pile Mconngs ; these should he complete with chains, 
swivds, and a person rdxonld he sent out with the neoessaiy apparatus 
screwing them down. 

2. As I am not well acquainted with Screw Pile Mooring, 1 con- 
sulted Colonel Praser, b. x., (one of the Committee,) and we agree there 
should he Sheer Screws as well as the regular Mooring Screws with con- 
tinuous ground chains to keep the vessel from sheermg. 

3. I would suggest that Captain Hill, my Pirst Assistant, now 
in Pngland, be requested to put himself in communication with the 
Tnilia. Office to answer any question that may arise regarding the state 
of the nrer. Captain TTill is intimately acquainted with the river and 
the system of Mooring Ships that has been followed in this Port. 

4s. I enclose also for transmission, for reference, a Chart of the 
river with the Mooring^ laid down and the general depth of water. 

6. I have in store about 1,200 fathoms of 2f and 1,700 of 2 inch 
chain, but as we have only as yet picked up one set of Moorings out of 
180, it is impossible for me to say how much of this, if not all, may be 
used for the Moorings now being re-laid. I therefore reeommend that 
Screw Piles with chains complete be sent out with all despatch. 

6. . If these are sent round the Cape, they will arrive too late for 
laying before the South-West Monsoon. I therefore recommend ikat 
fifby be sent Overland and a person with apparatus complete. 


Prom Captain C. BannANK, Protector of Emigrants at the Port of 
Calcutta, to Junior Secy, to Qovt. of Bengal, — (No. 328, dated 
19th Ootoher 1864.) 

I deeply regret having to submit, for the information of His 
Honor the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, the following account con- 
cerning the loss of the Ship Ally in the River Hooghly during the recent 
hurricane on the 5th instant. 

2. The vessel left Calcutta for Mauritius on the morning of the 
4th with 335 emigrants, men, women, and children, and was overtaken 
by the gale about 15 miles below Diamond Harbour, where she foun- 
dered m the middle of the river with the loss of all hands save and ex- 
cept twenty-two emigrants and seven lascors who have returned to 
Calcutta. No tidings have been obtained respecting the fate of the 
Captain, Pilot, Costoms Officer, and Crew, who, it is believed, have all 
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perished. From information gathered from the survivors^ there was rea- 
son to apprehend that some of their fellow-passengers had also man- 
aged to escape to the shore. I consequently proceeded to the scene of' 
the wreck, accompanied by the Agent for the Colony, in order to afford 
any assistance it might have been possible to render, but regret to state 
that, on our arrival in the vicinity of the wreck, no trace whatever 
could be obtained of any more of the wrecked people. The river bank ex- 
tending for miles along the shore, especially from Diamond Harbour 
downwards, presented one continuous mass of dead bodies of Natives and 
cattle ; the ship herself had almost disappeared. On leaving the wreck 
we proceeded to the Soonderbuus in the hope of rescuing any of tho 
people who it was thought may have been drifted in tbat direction, 
but after a fruitleBs search in that locality of four days, we returned to 
the Hooghly and landed in Calcutta on the evening of Saturday last, 
havmg been absent nearly a we^. 

3. The calamitous loss of life and properly was painfully visible 
in every direction, bearing unmistakeable evidence of the fury and 

destmotiveness of the gale throughout our entire journey. 


Fiom Captain C. Builbai^i;:, Protector of Emigrants at the Port of Calcutta, 
to Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, — (No. 333, dated Si^nd October 
1864.) 

I have the honor to report, for the information of His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, that the hurricane of the 5th instant 
has completely destroyed aU the bungalows, sheds, and Hospital accommo- 
dation provided for the use of the emigrants in the Mauritius Dep6t. 
Scarcely a vestigre of any tlung remains beyond the Office building, 
which has also sustained considerable injury; the few people in the 
Dep6t at the time foxmd shelter in a commodious biiok-house within the 
compound. 

2. Also the Emigration Agent for British Guiana has had his 
Dep6t completely destroyed. The pucka two-stoned house and the pre- 
mises containing the Office stores, &c., had its river front completdy 
blown out, and the whole building is so much shaken that it is perfectly 
unsafe and untenable. Mr. Marriott was fortunately able to get his 
people, 600 in number, into an adjoining house which was vacant at the 
time, where they were kept comparatively safe and dry. I am happy 
tee be able to state that the loss of life m this Dep8t during this ternfic 
deplorable visitation amounts to one old woman only, drowned. I 
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hoTff been informed by an. eye-witness of Mr. Marriott's g^laut conduct 
while straggling to convey the above poor creature to safety, they were 
both swept away by the sea wave^ and it was doubtfnl for a long time 
whether he could save himself^ for the whole premises were submerged^ 
the surface of the water being coincident with and raging as violently 
as the river, and I attribute his foresight in removing the people was 
the saving of many lives, more especially those who were in Hospital, 
which is situated on the river bank. 

8. The Trinidad Depdt is also a complete wreck in so far as all 
the sheds ore concerned, but the pucka house stood firm, and Mr War- 
ner, who appears to have watched his time, removed his people, 500 in 
number, to his own house when the sheds became imperilled by the vio- 
lence of the gale. 

4. In the Bourbon Depdt, at the bottom of Garden Beacb, I am 
grieved to say the casualties have heen great. At 5 a. n. a large shed, 
cajpable of holding ^50 souls, was blown down on about sixty people, 
the remainder having been able to escape before it collapsed. One man 
was found dead from injuries received by the falling of a beam, and 
about twenty others wounded. At about 18-30 the remaining two 
sheds came down, but Happily there was no one under. Shortly after 
the pucka Hospital fell. Fortunately the Doctor had succeeded in get- 
ting out the patients with the exception of one man and one woman, 
who, I am grieved to say, are huned under the ruins. The Hospital 
patients with the remainder of the Goohes, 750 in number, were con- 
veyed by the Supermtendent of the Depdt to No. 83, Garden Beach, 
where they were accommodated for the night, and where the wounded 
and sick got medical attendance. 

5. I am happy to say that Agents took prompt measures to house 
their people carefully, and that on the day following the gale I found 
that suitable accommodation and ample provision had heen made for 
the safety of the Coohes. 


From S. C. Batlbt, Esq., Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Pro- 
tector of Emigrants,— -(No. 4581, dated 88th Ootoher 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 833, 
dated the 88nd instant, submitting a Beport on the loss of life and 
property in the several Emigration Depdts occasioned by the hurricane 
of the 6th instant. 
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2. !Di reply J am to state that the liieutonant Oovomor has perused 
with regret the aocoiint of the casualties ill the Sourhou Depdt^ amount- 
ing to three persons killed and twenty injured^ and of the loss by drown- 
ing of one woman belonging to the British Guiana Depdt. 

3. The Lieutenant Governor has g^at pleasure in acknowledging 
the promptitude and energy displayed by the several Emigration Agents 
in providing for the safety of the Coolies under their charge^ and His 
Honor has noticed^ with special pleasure^ the gallant conduct of Mr. 
Marriott as described m your letter under acknowledgment. 


Special Narrative of the Govt, of Bengal^ ( General)-^ 
No. 1 of 1866, to the Eight Hon*bIiB Sir Charles 
■Wood, Bart,, g, o. b., Seeg. of State for India. 

Herewith, is forwarded, in continuation of Special 
HarratlYe Ho. 20 of 1864, for the information of the Bight 

* From Commissioner, No, Hon’ble the Secretary of State for 

1 Tt dated 30tli December 1864 -5^ 

To Coiximis&ionerf No 628^ J. TLf l l 3i lU (jOUUClJ.^ t)ll0 3fCCQI13.jpSiD.yiIl^ 

dated 4tii Pebnmry 186a. copy* of a coiTespondcnce with 
the Commissioner of Burdwan, regarding the effects of the 
late Oydone ia his Division. 

S. 0. BATLET, 

Eort William, ^ Junior Secy, to the 

The Mh Bebrua/ty 1805. ) Govt, of Bengal. 


Erom C. F. Mofekesoa, Esc^., Coznmr. of the Burdwan Division, to Secy, 
to Govt, of Bengal, — (Ho. 1 T, dated SOth December 1864.) 

In continuation of my second Beport No. 169, on the effects of 
the Cyclone of the 5th of October last, intimating tbat I was about to 
proceed to the southern parts of this Division, 1 have the honor to 
communicate that I have visited portions of the Howrah and Midna- 
pore Districts which were reported as having suffered the most, and beg 
to submit a more detailed account of the disastrous consequences of the 
hurricane, and, as required by your letter No. 5284 of the 26th ultimo, 
of the measures adopted by myself and the local Officers with a view to 
hffiirdiiig relief to the people, which was much needed immediatdy after 
the stonu. 
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I all all first state w^hat has fallen under my ohservatiou during 
my recent tour. 

3. I proceeded^ in the first instance^ to ihe southern part of the 
Howrah District^ and stopped at a village called ^'Dhaja/' lying on the 
light hank of the River Hooghly^ near the mouth of the Damoodah. 
River. 

4. This spot had been sdected by Mr. McNeile in communication 
with mysdf as a relieving Depdt, and the first point of the Howrah 
District to its extreme souths in which it was considered necessary by 
me to adopt any measures for supplying relief from time to time to the 
agricultural population. 

5. Above this point towards Calcntta, the actual necessaries of Hfe 
q.Tnl food did not appear to have been felt by the people of the district 
after the day immediately succeeding the storm. Those who had saved 
themselves from the influx of the river wave left the part of the country 
which had been submerged^ and sought refuge in the nearest parts which 

not been reached by the inundation; in no case had they far to 
migrate; the area flooded being of no great extent^ including the prin-> 
cipal part of the Shampore Police Station and a small part of Ooloo- 
baiiah. Bejond this tract there was no want of food and none of 
employment for those who were willing to take it^ and rice was known 
to he in the bazars inland at a lower rate than it could be 

procured in Howrah and Calcutta; necessarily the stores of food which 
existed in the submerged tract lying on the banks of the Roopnarain 
and Damoodah and Hooghly Rivers were either destroyed or injured^ 
but beyond that food was plentiful and cheaper than it could have 
been purebased in Howrah or Calcntta. 

6. On enquiry at Dhaja I found that the inhabitants had been 
on two occasions relieved by the aid afforded from the Cyclone !Puud; 
the Native Officer in charge of the embankments in that quarter 
informed me that gratuitous distribution of food, though eagerly sought for 
and accepted, had, in some measure, prevented the supply of labor for the 
repair of the bunds, and laborers could not then (six weeks after the 
storm) be procured, though S annas per diem had been offered them. 

7. The orops in this part, as far as 1 coiSld judge from their 

appearance, though nearly ripe, did not seem to bo materially injured, 
and the for pure water, which was reported in the first instance, 

does not obtain at the present time. I tasted some of the water in 
the near the river, and did not perceive it to he any way 

brackish. 
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8. The Bame remarks would apply to two statiouR lower down, 
Makropata (Fort Mornington) and Paroolpara westward on the left 
hank of the Roopnarain River, whidi I visited in succesBion, and I 
communicated my views to Mr. MoNeile, so that no further stock of 
provisionB will he sent there from this time. 

The area of the Howrah District, as affected by the storm wave, I 
would demarcate hy the following boundaries, viz., the Midnapore and 
Ooloohariah Road to Kola Gh|.t on the Roopnarain River (this is the 
erdreme point to the north ) ; the Roopnarain River to the west; and the 
Hoogbly River to the east and south; in short, embracing the greats 
portion of the Mundle Ghkt Purgunnali bdonging to Baboo 
Heralall Seal. 

9. The loss of human life in these parts, as far as I have been 

able to ascertain from personal enquiry and information derived from 

Government Officers and those employed in the embankments, I would 

compute at two thousand, including all classes, throughout the Howrah 

District, and the destruction of cattle to eight times that number. 
■ 

The loss of crops I consider to be comparatively triffing, for though they 
were in many parts submerged, aud the whole of the Mundle Ghkt 
embankments were seriously injured, the surplus water found immediate 
butlet. 


10. I ^onld not omit to notice at this point the succour that was 
afferded to the distressed tenantry by the proprietor of the Mundle Ghd>t 
Estate, Baboo Heralall Seal, immediately afber the storm; had other 
Zemindars only exerted themselves at first and given assistance to their 
ryots in the same manner as this gentleman and two others, whose 
liberality I shall notice hereafter, have done, the distress would not have 
t>een so great as it eventually proved itsdf to be. 

I 

11. From Paroolpara 1 proceeded up the Roopnarain to the Sub- 
Divisional Head-Ctuarters of Tumlook; here I found that the Native 
town had been much injured. The Cutcherry, Sub-Divisional House, 
the School, and other Government buildings had been entirely destroyed 
and were lying in ruins, and the Sub-Divisional Officer, Baboo Shama 
Chum Chatteijee, wgs holding his Office in a tent when I arrived. 

1^. The inhabitants, 1 was gratified to find, had set to work in 
real earnest to repair their loraes and had already re-constrncted their 
shops and houses. Trade was also flourishing, and I found nee and 

,otb^ commoditieB of food sdling at prices lower than in the Calcutta 
ibibfk^ 
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13. The Deputy Magistrate^ Baboo Shaiua CShum Chatteijee^ aud 
the Assistant District Superintendent of Foliccj Mr. Houghton^ had done 
much in encouraging the inhabitants to help themsdves and not be 
dependent on charity. Private subscriptions had been collected im- 
mediately after the storm through the agency of these Officers^ which 
fundsj coupled with the aid afforded under my orders to Mr. Smithy the 
Magistrate of Midnaporejin rice and money supplied from the Dovemment 
Treasury, had afforded instant relief to those who were in extreme distress. 

14i. The tanks in the town of Tumlook had been choked with 
fallen trees, thatching grass, and other vegetable matter, which at first 
rendered the water in them not only useless bat most offensive ; laborers, 
however, were being busily employed in clearing them out, and some 
were already being again utilized. 

15. The Sub-Divisional Offices must be entirely renewed; these 
were chiefly thatched buildings, and at no time anything but indifferent 
Offices, being constructed of half-burned bricks cemented with mud. 

I shall suggest hereafter that the premises lately occnpied by the 
Salt Agent, which are now to be purchased at a very moderate price, and 
are in every way well suited for the purpose, be secured for the use of 
the Sub-Divisional Offices, and my intention is to visit that place again 
in the early part of the ensuing month in company with Colonel Short, 
the Superintending Engineer. 

16. Prom Tumlook I proceeded down the right bank of the Boop- 
narain with a view to ascertain the state of the country in Mysadul and 
Doroo Pergnnnahs. 

17. The Magistrate, Mr. Smith, who had preceded me, had 
suggested the formation of a relief Dep6t at some point on the right bank 
of the river, and 1 had accordingly arranged ffir a consignment of stores at 
a large village called Banka, on the Banka Canal, which intersects the 
Mysadul Pergunnah between the Boopnaram and Huldee Bivers. 

18. Prom enquiries that X made X found that such a step was 
actually not requisite, and the Assistant Superintendent of Police, Mr. 
Houghton, who had just returned from that quarter, reported to me that 
the inhabitants were saffeiing no distress from want of food, and that he 
saw no necessity whatever for having any stores placed there; my 
suggestion, therefore, was accordingly abandoned. 

19. I went proceeded along the river's nght bank to the Hooghly 
Biver, skirting the Doroo Pergunnah to Kookrahattee, Diamond Pomt^ 
and thence up the Huldee Biver to BaUiaghatta on the left bank of 
the rivw. 
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These points Grrcamscribe^ as it were^ the Fergunuah of Dooro 
Poomau and the southern portion of Mysodnl^ and embrace the whole 
of that part of the headland which^ as I previously noticed^ irom its 
peculiar position^ was the most exposed to the storm wave. 

20. The embankments throughout the southern portion of this 
Circle have been almost entirely gutted and eroded^ and vmy great loss 
has occurred to the agricultural population in these parts^ especially 
about Kookrahattee and the lands lying to the north-west of Doroo. The 
embankments from the Banka Canal to Geokhally^ however^ had been 
but very slightly injured^ and such tnding damage as had occured had 
resulted firom the influx of water from the Huldee Biver from the 
south. The crops, however, in this portion are very fair, and will, I 
have little doubt, produce a good harvest. 

21. The Pergunnah of Poroo has the form of a basin, and, as 
for as I have been able as yet to judge from personal inspection, I 
believe the only crops in it that will have been able to withstand the 
effect of the wave are those immediately adjoim'ng the embankments 
where the surplus water had found ready and efficient drainage. 

22. The Pergunnah of Poroo constitutes one of the Government 
"Khas^^ Estates of Hidgelee, and is let out in farm to one Joyuarain 
Giree, who is also a wealthy Mahajun in these parts. Both the farmer 
and his Naib, Soorutram Prodhan, have been bright exceptions in render- 
ing assistance to the distressed tenantry. Each of these Native gentlemen 
gave away all grain they had in the store, and divided any clothing that 
they could procure among the sufferers who applied to them for assistance 
before relief was sent from Calcutta. The Naib, moreover, ha s been 
constant m his attendanoe on the Officers who have visited Poroo, and 
has personally rendered great assistance and given information that 
could be depended on wben required, 

2S, The Collector, Mr. Bobinson, in bis wanderings in these parts 
has just informed me that " Joynarain Giree is said to have given away 
10,000 maunds of grain, and his Naib 6,000 maunds, besides other 
articles; indeed, many ryots have told me that they don't know what 
they should have done had it not been for these two men's kindness and 
chanty during the interval between the Cyclone and relief coming from, 
Calcutta." Conduct, such as this, as remarked by Mr. Bobinson, seems 
to be deservmg of approbation, especially as it may be considered dis- 
^^t^sted, the former having only a temporary interest which will soon 
and hia Naib having no interest beyond tliat of his Mjigter's. 
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9,4i. 1 should not onut to mention that a boat full of stores was 
despatched from Tumlook hy the D^uty Magistrate at his own expense^ 
on the 19th of October^ which was distributed^ as far as it would gOj to 
the really indigent and hdpless. 

E6. !EVom Balliaghattaj on the Huldee BiTer, I re-traced my 
dtqps to the Hooghlyand proceeded farther souths taking the line of coast 
to Kedgeree^ and from that point again down to the Bussulpore Biver 
(which divides northern and southern Hidgelee) to a village named 
Dowlufpore. At this place, as well as at Kedgeree, 1 examined the 
Store Depdts established under the supervision of Mr. MoNeile, and 
found that the provisions provided &om the Cydone Fund had been 
almoBt ei^ended. 

26. Mjr. McNeile was at the some time distributing here, as well 
as at all the Stations already enumerated on the right bank of the 
river, large snpplies of clothing which were eagerly sought after and 
accepted by the people, the more so as the cold season was fast 
approaching. 

27. From the Huldee Biver to the Bussulpore I could procure little 
or no information which could be of use to me as a guide to the extent 
of supplies required, or the localities to which it would have been advis- 
able to send them; the inhabited portion of the tract being separated 
from the river by the abandoned salt lands, which are impassable at 
almost all seasons of the year. 

28. Mr. Johnstone, the Assistant Superintendent of Police at 
Contai, had twice failed in an attempt to get to Kedgeree after on one 
occasion walkmg 6 miles along the river bank in search of a boat, and 
Mr. Pratt, the D^nfy Magistrate of G^ntai, and Mr. O'FLaherty, the 
Bxecuiive Engineer, were equally unsuccessful in attempting to go by 
water in a small "dingee," the only boat they could find fit for service 
afber the storm. 

29. Mr. Smith, the Magistrate, had attempted, in company with 
Mr. Adams, the District Superintendent, to get to these parts by land 
from BaUiaghatta, but was prevented, and be was compiled to take a cur- 
cuitous road hy Contai and so proceed hy Kedgeree by land on foot back 
to Kookrahattee, which occupied him and the gentlemen that accom- 
panied hun, viz., the District Superintendent, Mr. Adams, his Assistant, 
Mr. Johnstone, and the ' Elxecutive Engineer of Miduapore, Captain' 
Swayne, four days to aooomplish it. 

80. The Executive Engineer of the Hidgelee Division, Mr. 
J. O'iElaherty, had received from Calcutta two boats full of stores 
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despatched by Mr. HcNeile to Alalpore and Bamnagore^two central spots 
in the intenoi* of South Hidgelee, and had superintended their distribu- 
tion to the principal suifereiSj and no further assistance in those parts 
appeared to be necessary. LitUe or no distress prevailed at and about 
the Sub-Divisional Head-Quarters of Contai. 

81. The loss of life in the Pergunnahs south of the Boopnarain 

Biiverj as far as I have been able toas-> 
certain from statistics collected and pre- 
pared by the Depuly Magistrate of 
Tumlook^ is most distressing. I have 
extracted marginally the returns in 
round numbers^ sho^ng the destruc- 
tion of life as supposed to have been 
caused by the effects of the Cyclone. 

32. The destruction of cattle is also 
estimated at 95^000 head over the same area, and may, I think, be ac- 
c^ted as fairly correct. It should be noticed that in these parts cattle 
have always been most abundant, and are reared not exolusively for 
agrioultural purposes, but for the Calcutta and other markets, where they 
used to he seen driven in large herds for sale to the cattle fairs at Turn- 
look and Ooloobariah. 

88 The great fflcpense of pasturage available iu the "Julpee^^ 
lauds and on the embankments has always been favorable to the extensiv- 
breeding and reariug of cattle, and it is not surprising that a very large 
majority of these have been circumvented and swamped iu the inunda- 
tion, and this fact is clearly demonstrated hy the numberless carcasses 
that are even at the present time observable in all parts. 

34. With regard to the loss of human life, I am disposed to think 
that the number given is somewhat excessive, as the figures represent 
those who are reported as ^'missing,^^ and my surmise has been in a 
measure confirmed hy the information that I have casually gained fiom 
some of the villagers, that people who were supposed to have been lost in 
the tempest have returned. 

However, there is no douht whatever that the loss has been most 
appaUmg and that the distress has been necessarily very great. 

36. From an inspection of the embankments along tiie southern 
coast 1 am satisfied that the greatest violence of the storm wave occurred 
at the points lying between Diamond Point (Jmgnrkhallee) and the 
mouth of the Huldee, the upper section of the embankment having been 
^^^pletely swept away and deposited in the excavation to the rear. / 
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The laud lying iu the immediate interior and west of the embank- 
ment at this pomt is comparatively higher than other portions of the 
Pergonnsh^ and the crops^ therefore^ fortunately have not sustained that 
amount of severe damage that they have met with fhrther inland towards 
the Kookrahatee and Oontai X)llk Hoadj where they have been almost 
entirdy destroyed ; but the loss of human life, cattle, and property has 
been most grievous, and the cattle, from what I can see, have been 
almost completely destroyed. 

36. As regards the dearth of fresh water, which was one of the 
chief objects of my enquiry, I am happy to bo able to report that the 
want in those parts of the country which I have above noticed is not so 
disastrous as I was led to anticipate from the reports I had first received. 

87. As far as the rivers are within reach of the villages, httle or 
no diffculty is experienced, and a deficiency of water is a subject that 
has rarely been mentioned to me on my landing at any of the villages 
along the river^s itmhs, though demands for clothing and other comforts 
are urgently applied for by every one as an enquirer reaches the village 
outskirts. 

88. The chief want of firesh water is doubtless confined to villages 
more inland, and I have adopted measures which I wiU notice hereafter, 
which, I trust, will render all necessary aid in this important question. 

89. At Kedgeree, where the storm wave had been very severe, a 
want of fresh water had occurred from the very commencement. 

The Acting Post-Master, Mr. James Ridley, whom I should here 
favorably notice as having rendered muph assistance in the matters of 
distnbutmg relief, had dug a well in the vicinity of the Post Office, the 
water of which was being freely used by the inhabitants and appeared 
to be excellent. 

40. To meet the diffiouliy of procuring water I instructed 
Mr. Dickens, the Assistant Magistrate of Midnapore, to leave his Station 
and to proceed at once southwards from Tumlook, making arrangements 
as he advanced for dearmg out tanks in central positions. I had observed 
that this had already been effectually done at Tumlook, as already noticed, 
and at Diamond Point the villagers had cleared out two larg^e tanks 
and replenished them by letting in fresh water &om the river while 
the tide rose; the workmen receiving, under instructions given by 
Mr, McNeile, food m return for their labor. 
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41. As this system of employing labor appeared to me to be con- 
dnciye of much usefulness^ I instruoted. Mr. Dickens to commence exca- 
vating wells in the interior wherever the cleansing of tanks was likely 
to be attended with any delay ; and in communication with the Secretary 
to the Eelief Fund^ 1 had placed at my disposal, for the furtheraiice 
of the works and other charitable purposes, the sum of Es. 4,000, 
as well as other supplies of food and implements. 

42. The proposition of excavating wells has not, I believe, since 
learnt, been successful or popular with the inhabitants, who have, without 
any good reason, as far as I can judge, a prejudice against the use of well 
water, and appear to be stolidly indifferent in providing means against 
fiture scarcity of fresh water during the ensuing dry season, which will 
inevitahly ensue unless they wiU interest themselves in the measure. 

43. I am happy to have to report that I have heard finm 
Mr. Dickens that since his first tour throughout the villages in Tumlook 
and Mysadul, (shortly after the Cydone,) the water of the tanks in some 
places, which was at the commencement brackish and altogether useless, 
has recently become purified, and to the taste devoid of all saline matter. 
The cause of this phenomenon is to me inexplioable, but the drcum- 
stance is nevertheless indisputable and necessarily one of much oongra- 
tulaiion. 

44. 1 annex copies of reports which I have recently received from 
Mr. Dickens, who is stiU engaged solely in the speoial duty that 1 have 
assigned to him, and is, from all that I can learn, carrying out the neces- 
sary operations with much tact and judgment, 

45. The Collector, Mr. Robinson, who is at present occupied m 
examining the state of the crops in Tumlook, Myuadul, and Doroo, reports 
on the subject in these terms : — '' I am wdl satisfied with Mr. Dickens' 
proceedings ; what he has to do he does thoroughly, and does not raise 
difficulties about performmg a duty which is fitr from a pleasant one, but 
takes facts as he finds them, and tries to make the best improvements 
he can devise." 

46. In Hoithem Doroo Mr. Dickens has found the water in most 
tanks fairly good, and I myself have found the same in Tumlook and 
Horth Mysadul, hut in the southern parts of Doroo some villages ore 
badly off, however, as Mr. Dickens is now at Balliaghatta, I hope he 
will he able to get the better tanks m central localities m tolerable order 
for drinking purposes. Some of the tanks already contain &esh water 
without having been in any way attempted to be cleansed by the 
villagers fiirtihcr than by the removal of trees and branches from their 
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suirface j and thoug^h it maj eventually transpire that water will not be 
procurable at easy distances^ I would not antieipate that any excessive 
bardsbip in this respect will ensue. Upwards of fifty tanks^ and those 
the best in Uoroo^ have been cleaned out^ and relief has been af^rded 
to the poor of two hundred and thirty-seven villages by orders on two 
Uepdts of stores at the Kookrahatee and Balliaghatta DepdtSj which 
will be noticed hereafter. 

47. In addition to the calamity of the storm^ 1 r^^et to have to 
eommunicate that both cholera and small-pox: have commenced to make 

.their periodical ravages amongst the inhabitants of these parts; parti- 
cularly in the Pergunnahs of Mysadul and Doroo sickness had increased 
more than had been usual in previous years. 

48. On observing this I at once placed myself in communication 
with the Secretary of the Cyclone B^ef Fund Committee with a view 
to securmg the services of three Native Doctors supphed with medical 
stores to visit that part of the country^ travellmg from viUagfe to village^ 
and so affording r^ef to the sufferers^ and 1 have also arranged vrith 
Mr. McNeile for the passage of three additional Practitioners and a 
further store of medicines as soon as they can he procured in the next 
Steamer. 

49. The Native Doctor at Miduapore has also been deputed^ under 
instructions &om the Magistrate> to render assistance m the parts about 
Tnmlook; the Native Doctor of that Station having been attacked 
with cholera. 

50. From information latdy received^ I have learnt that the two 
Native Doctors who were fiirst deputed^ and who are now located at 
Kookrahateej and at a large village in Doroo, named Deboj, have ren- 
dered good service to the siok, and that cholera and small-pox have sensibly 
abated ; the prevailing sickneffi being fever and diarrhoea. Cholera^ 
which prevailed for some time with great violence at Tmnlook, has almost 
disappeared. 

As an iastanoe of the direful effects of sickness, I would notice that 
in one aTnall village, containing one hundred and fifty inhabitants, forty 
bad already fallen victims to cholera and small-pox. 

61. Complaiats have been made by those in qnest of labor that 
the agricultural populatioa, though clamorous as to their losses and 
distress, will not come forward to work, though most liberal terms are 
o^ered them ; but I believe the explanation offered by many whom I 
have questioned to be incontrovertible, in that the time of those who 
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have hitherto escaped the scourge has been aiid is fully occupied iu 
attending to the sick and reaping the crops that have been spared to 
them. 

62, During my tour, which, as I have above noticed, was confined 
chiefly to villages in the vicinity of the rivers, I have been unable to 
form a definite opinion regarding the rice crop in general ; at present, as 
far as 1 have been able to judge from their appearance, the crops along 
the river's banks do not appear to be permanently injured; but this fact is 
in a measure generally admitted, and the chief amount of loss is reported 
to be confined to the interior, where the drainage is deficient, and the 
flood has remained on the surface of the cultivated lauds for several days. 

63. In the Pergunnah of Doroo, which I have been able to inspect 
from various quarters, I am satisfied that very serious injury has occurred, 
as there are scarcely any crops visible inland ; but no correct judgment 
can be formed as to the injury sustained in other quarters until the com 
is ripe and ready for harvest, for, notwitlistanding that it may appear 
at present uninjured, the produce may be small, and it stands to reason 
that in places where salt water has been lying over cultivation for 
twelve hours when the plant is growing, the produce must necessarily 
be deteriorated. 

54. I have directed the Collector of Midnapore to visit these parte 
as soon as the harvest time approaches, and to submit for consideration a 
Special Peport on the subject. 

Mr. Eobinson, the Collector, is at the present time engaged in 
inspecting the several estates affected by the inundation, and on receipt of 
his report I shall be prepared to proceed agoia to Mysadul and Doroo 
with the object of seeing what steps it may be necessary to adopt, and I 
shall accordingly place myself in communication with the Board of 
Eevenue, should it appear to me necessary to recommend any abatement or 
remission of revenne. 

65. I will now notice the steps that were taken by the local Officers 
immediatdy subsequent to the Cyclone, and I would remark that the 
Magistrates and Collectors of Hooghly, Howrah, and Midnapore, as well 
as the Deputies and District Superintendents of Pohee, and their Assist- 
ants, exerted themselves most energetically in their endeavours to collect 
all information and render assistance in the districts in their respective 
charges. 

In the other districts the storm was attended with little or no 
ffiaaater, and in Hooghly distress, and that only among the poor, was 
bub' momentary. 
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66. Ab your first letter directed me to report merely” on the (ffecta 
of the gfalCj I did not consider it necessary to particularize any things fur- 
ther than the injury that had been occasioned^ and it was not Tintil X 
had perused an official letter of the Magistrate of the a4-Pergannahs 
that X ‘was aware that any report of that nature ‘was necessary^ or ‘that 
the Officers of GoTemment had been accused of being regardless of tbft 
misfortune and distress of the people. 

67. The Magistrate of Midnapore^ Mr. A. Smith, in concert -with 

‘the District Superintendent of 
Police, Mr. P. Adams, on the dates 
specified, forwarded the supplies 
of provisions noted marginally 
along the Ooloobariah Boad and 
to Tumlook, and a trustworthy 
Officer was deputed in charge of 
them. 

68. These stores 'were at 
once purchased and paid for from 
funds subscribed and placed at 
the Magistrate's disposal by the 
European and Kative g^n‘tlemen 
atMidnapore as soon as the first 
tidmgs of distress reached the 
Station, and firom the same source funds were placed at the disposal of 
Mr. Houghton, 'the Assistant Superintendent of Police at Tumlook, and 
the Deputy Magistrate of Contai by Mr. Smith, on his arrival at Tum> 
look, on ‘the 10th of October. 

59. Two Committees were immediately formed at Contai and 
Tumlook under ‘the superintendence of ‘the local Officers, and relief, as 
far as the limited funds would admit of, was at once distributed, and on 
receiviDg information of the disastrous effects of the storm, I sent 
instructions hy 'telegram 'vidi Bancoorah (tbe direct line of communication 
bemg dismantled) to the Magistrate, to advance from the Government 
Treasury at that Station any funds that might be required to meet tbe* 
wan'ts of wbat was reported ‘to be a starving population, and to proceed 
himself -with all possihle despatch to assist. Mr. Smith had anticipated 
ray orders, and had proceeded at once ‘to the south in company 'with the 
District Superintendent, and by 'the 9'th every Executive Official in the 
district was engaged in some part of its southern portion in rendeimg 
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such assistance as was within his power^ and under the greatest possible 
difficulties and discomfort^ all means of communication^ except on foot^ 
beings impracticable. 

60. I cannot commend in too high terms the energy evinced by 
Mr. Smith; the Magistrate; and Mr. AdamS; the District Superintendent 
of Police. Baboo Shama Chum Ghatteijee; the Depuiy Magistrate of 
Tumlook; is especially deserving of commendation for the energetic and 
deceive measures he adopted immediately after the storm; and the ser. 
vices of Mr. Percival DickenS; Mr. Houghton; tho Assistant District 
Superintendent of Tumlook; Mr. Johnstone; the Assistant Superintend- 
ent of Contai; Mr. H. B. Pratt; and Baboo Krishna Pershaud GhosO; 
Deputy Magistrate of Contai; ore deserving of acknowledgment. 

61. I would also not omit to bring to notice the cheerful and 
valuable assistance rendered in this district by Mr. J. O^Flaheriy; the 
Executive Engineer of Southern Hidgelee, and Mr. James Eidley; the 
Post Master of Kedgeree; in the matter of relief afforded by the Cyclone 
Pond. 

62. I extract here some information on the subject from a demi- 
official letter that I received from Mr. Smith; which describes what was 
done at the first by the Midnapore Authorities : — 

" The Deputy Magistrate of Tumlook at once sent for Bs. 600 
worth of stores from Calcutta; and I sent him Iks. 600 worth more from 
Midnapore &om the pubHo funds you ordered to he placed at my dis- 
posal. The original intention was that these should he distributed gra- 
tuitously. I found; bowever, that the people were quite able and willing 
to pay for them; and that the distress at first existing was d.ne in the 
main to the wadiing away of the bazar with the store in it and the 
temporary inaccessibiliiy of the stores that did exist. Labor, too, was 
urgently wanted by me for Municipal purposes, by the Mah^nns for 
re-huildmg; and by the Irrigation Canal Company, who made use of the 
oooaflion to send largo supplies of grain to their works, and were especially 
anxious to get all the labor they could procure, and ready to employ 
®il who wished, for it. The amount I had at my disposal firom private 
charity was quite equal to what was required at the time. ‘When the 
operations under Mr. MoNeile commenced, Tumlook required no assistance, 
and, except two hundred Rupees, subsequently received for distribution in 
^ same manner as the money I made over to Mr. Houghton and the 
hate of cloth that you sent, nothing further was needed at all. 
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The tract of conntiy between. Tumlook and Banka examined by 
]Mr. Dickens has snstained much less injniy than Tumlook itself^ and 
no great distress is prevailing^ and he considers the people quite equal 
to the occasion/^ 

68. It must be borne in mind that the southern parts of Midna- 
pore are difficult of access at any time^ and were especially so under the 
peculiar oiroumstanoes following the Cyclone ; this was intended to have 
been the purport of my remarks^ when in my first report I alluded to 
the delay in communication/'’ and had no reference to the distance of 
the postal linQ between Midnapore Sudder S-tation and 'that of Burdwan. 

Moreover^ as in 'the £4>FergtmnahSj with a basis of operation in 

Calcuttaj no European land- 
• The Revd. C Driherg, ■who re^des in 4 *. 

the S4-Peigaxmalx8, has Iste^ kindly ofEiared holders, JxLissionaiy gentleman, 

hie amistanoe. ^ere to be found ready 

in hlidnapore to come forward 'to give information and render assistance. 

6 k. From Kookrahatee to theRussulpore Baver, the unfortunate 
Mr. Botellho was the only person who, if he had survived, would have 
been of any assistance, and the absolute stoppage of communication 
caused by the complete disappearance of boats on 'the Huldee and 
IL'ussulpore Bivers, and the destruction of bridges on 'the whole of "the 
tidal khals; wvjuld h^e rendered it next to impossible for the Magistrate 
to have communicated 'with him constantly even if he had been saved. 

65. As regards the conduct of the Police in the Contai Sub-Divi- 
sion, animadverted on in my previous communications, I have to report 
that the Sub-Inspector of Kedgeree and one of the Constables, who 
were put on their tried, were convicted and sen'tenced "to three mon'tha 
impnsoiiment, and the BEead Constable was degraded. The Sead 
Constable of Sootahatta was punished departmentally, and the other 
Pohee gave explanation of their conduct which was considered 

Bufficien't. 

The trial of the Sub-Inspector accused of extortion had not been 
completed. 

66. My previous remarks will have shown that it was far from my 
intention to cast any reflection on the superior Officer of Pohee, Mr, 
Johnstone, who, on learning of the defection of his subordinates, 
instantly despatched a fresh body of Pohee, and after much effort, for 
which he deserves great credit, succeeded in getting to Kedgeree. Mr. 
Adams, the District Superintendent, accompanied the Magistrate 
throughout his visits to the distressed parts of the Distnet, afforded the 
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fullest aid m the measures adopted for relief, and I am much indebted 
to him not only for the assistance rendered to the Ma^trate on that 
occasion, hut also for the zealous and efficient manner in which he aided 
m every way. 

67. The pmceedings of the local authonties at Howrah have 
already been reported by Mr. Craster in direct communication with the 
Government in accordance with orders received from you, and the parts 
in which the effects of the storm were most folt have been duly noticed 
in the early part of this Report, Baboo Hcraloll Seal and the Rajah 
of Andool are the chief landed proprietors in those, parts ; the former 
on receiving information of the distress fropci Mr. King, the District 
Superintendent, who proceeded south as soon as over he could procure 
a boat (a matter of no little difficulty after the storm), at once des- 
patched 600 maunds of rice and other stores in proportion for the relief 
of the ryots in his estates ; but the Andool Riajoh, from all T could 
ascertain at Ooloobaxiah, which I visited on the 17th October, and tlie 
Magistrate’s reports, rendered no assistance whatever. 

68. Baboo Heralall Seal has, moreover, adopted necessary mea- 
sures for the rchef of sickness throughout Mundle Ghat, where as in 
aU ports affected by the inundation, it has commenced to make' its 
appearance At the present moment two Native Doctors aro engaged in 
that Petgunnah under the pay and instiuctions of the Baboo. 

69. The Magistrate, Mr. Craster, has reported that he was altoge- 
ther unahle to proceed to the south of tho district owing to illness 
hrot^ht on by his exertions on the day of tho storm. His presence, 
moreover, was urgently required at Head Quarters, owing to tho town 
being full of sodors, and also for other purposes. 

70. The District Superintendent, Mr. King, and his subordinate 
Police exerted themselves with much effidency from the commencement. 
Mr. King’s report of his tour to the south has been already forwarded 
to Government by the Magistrate, and Mr. Craster speaks in most 
favorable tmms of the assistance rendered by the force generally in the 
protection of valuable property hurled ashore from the river, valued at 
upwards of a lakh of Rupees, (the greater portion of which has in due 
course been restored to its nghtful owners,) and providing shelter in the 
Cutchemes and Pohee Stations to the crews of those vessels which 
were washed ashore, and left high and dry as soon as the flood sub- 
sided. 



( 299 ) 

71. With the exception of one case^ the whole of the Police 
Force in the district remained at their posts, and as far as I have 
been able to ascertain they did all that was in their power to do. 

The Police in the town of Horwah were employed night and day 
in saving property, clearing the thoroughfares, removing fallen buildings, 
and the like, and they did their work well. 

72. In the District of Hooghly tlie Magistrate, Mr. R Cockerell, 
raised a subscription of Rs. 1,400 from the European and Native 
gentlemen, and distributed the same to nearly nine hundred sufferers 
in and about the towns of Hooghly and Chinsurah. 

73. The Hooghly Branch of the British Indian Association also 

in a letter addressed to the Magistrate 

“I am Erected to obaerro that portion of which is extracted margin- 
the Committee cannot speak too ' , i. j ./T 

highly of the means adopted by you ally) immediately came foward, with a 

JS'S Srs aonaaon of 200. wU<* wu placed 
w* disposal the enm of disposal of the Magistrate and 

distributed to the poor. 

f 

74. The Deputy Magistrate of Serampore, Mr. T. H Byland, 
adopted the same plan at Serampore, and distributed from funds 
collected by him, amounting to Bs. 300, immediate relief to 
upwards of hundred persons. The B-evd, Mr. Sampson and the Bevd. 
W. Stewart rendered much assistance in collecting subscriptions and 
relieving the poor at Serampore and its neighbourhood. 

' 75. As I have above stated, there was but little actual distress in 
Hooghly as compared with the districts lower down, which were injured by 
the storm wave, and all that was necessary for the Magistrate to do was 
done. 

76. The roads which were completely choked by the falling of trees 
were immediately opened out and cleared both in Hooghly and Seram- 
pore, and immediate injunctions were issued by Mr. Cockerell on the 
Zemindars to clear all tanks of trees and branches that had been hurled 
in to them. The rice crops, I am happy to record, are not injured. 

77. With reference to the relief afforded by Mr. McNeilefrom the 
funds placed at the disposal of the Cyclone Committee, I beg to observe 
that it was mainly owing to the information obtained from the local 
Officers that this gentleman was enabled to establish relieving depdts 
and afford relief to parts of the Midnapore and Howrah Districts where 
it was most urgently required. 
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78. I will abstract in a few words the proceedings of Mr. McNeile 
es far as they are known to me, and of which particulars are given in 
his reports herewith submitted in original. 


79. Mr. McNeile started from Calcutta on his first relief expe- 
dition on the 23rd of October. He took down a large consignment 
of stores, consisting chiefiy of rice, dhall, salt, and clothing, and landed 
them under the charge of Native Gomastahs at following places in this 
Division: — 


Dhaja 

Fort Mornington 

Paroolpara 

Kookrahatee 

Diamond Point or Jingra- 
khalee 

BalHaghatta ... 

Kedgree 

Dowlni^oie 


^ In the District of Howrah. 

m 


I 


In the District of Midnapore. 


} 


Hidgelee, Midnapore 


District. 


80. The total quantity of rice left at these places was 2,050 
maunds. The system of distribution prescribed was simply this: 
all applicants were to receive daily a single day's supply of 
food, and clothing was to be given out in certain fixed quantities 
to all who appeared to be actually in want of sufficient cloth- 
ing to cover them. The necessity for effecting an immediate 
distributicn over a very large area rendered it impossible to allow the 
people, who crowded to the depOts, to take away large quantities for 
subsequent consumption. Moreover, the plan ensured the distributions 
against applications from many who were not in real distress. 

The Gomastahs were required to keep accounts of the quantities of 
stores distributed and the number of people relieved, and they submitted 
Weekly Beports to Mr. McNeile, certifying the mode in which they 
had been expended; these stores were speedily exhausted. In some 
places fi:om 1,000 to 3,000 persons were fed daily, and the cloth and 
blankets were not sufficient to clothe above a small portion of those who 
were in need of them. 


81. On the 8th of November accordingly Mr. McNeile again pro- 
ceeded down the coast with a fresh supply. There appeared to be no 
occasion to alter the position of any of the existing depdts, nor to 
increase their number except by the addition of two depdts in that part 
of Hidgelee which lie to the south-west of the tract which had been 
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swept by the storm wave, and where, as Mr. McNeile now loam^ an 
ezt^slve fresh water inundation had been cansed by the force of the 
wind having dammed up the waters of the Fatro Mohan and Sunkar- 
poor Khals. Stores were therefore despatched by him, as soon as he 
returned, to Alalpore and Eamnuggur, where they were distributed by 
Gomastahs under the supervision of Mr. T. O'Flaherty, the Execu- 
tive Engineer of Hidgelee, whose assistance I have already noticed. 

On the occasion of this second expedition, the condition of the 
people did not appear to he mneh improved except about Dowlntpore, 
(the north-western part of Hidgelee,) neither hfe nor property had here 
suffered as severely as on those parts of the coast which lay to the north- 
ward. This was partly owing to the refuge from the storm wave of^red 
by the sand hills to those human hemgs who were sufficiently prompt to 
avail themselves of it and to the cattle which managed to reach them, 
and partly to the action of the reverse blast of the Cyclone from the 
westward, which forced back into the sea the greater portion of the water 
which had rolled over the land before the first onset of the storm from 
the eastward and had inundated the crop. Dowlntpore received no 
further supply of food from the Bielief Committee, as it was really 
not required. 

* 

83. At Mr. McN'eile's request, the Committee then sent down a 
very large fresh consignment of (1,20,000 yards) cotton cloth, the 
greater part of which was landed on the western side of the Hooghly. 

84. The Gomastahs, who were enttusted with the distribution of the 
cloth, were required to dispose of it all as rapidly as possible, tliree or four 
days' notice having been previously given, and it was arranged to give out 
the cloth at the different depdts as nearly as possible at the same time, so 
that the probability of people obtaining several supplies by travelling from 
one Station to another was next to impossible. The reports subsequently 
received clearly demonstrated that these operations was satisfactorily 
carried out. 

85. From this period all occasion seemed now to have disappeared 
for carrying on the system of indisoriminate relief which had hitherto been 
adopted. Many individual cases of distress necessarily remained to be 
relieved, but the markets had been re-established. What wtus left of the 
crops had in many places almost ripened, and there was, as I have above 
mentioned, a complaint on the part of the Public Works Department 
Officers in some places that so long as the people were gratuitously fed, 
they would not oome to work attherepaiis of the embankments. 
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86. Mr. McNeile accordingly, at my suggestion, made new arrange- 
ment for tlie distribution of a fresh, and iinal consignment of stores which 
were entrusted to him by the Committee, the greater portion of them 
were landed at three central places, Kookrahatee, Balliaghatta, and 
Kedgeree. I deputed Mr. Dickens, the Assistant Magistrate of Midna- 
pore, as already stated, to traverse the Pergunnahs of Doroo, Mysadul, 
Goomgur, Erinch, and Kushba Hidgelee, which comprised the most severe- 
ly devastated tract of country, and to conduct detailed enquiries regard- 
ing fresh water, and the circumsiances of the inhabitants farther inland, 
than I was able to penetrate, and it was arranged tliat he should relieve 
cases of distress by granting orders upon the dep6ts above mentioned 
to those whom he deemed worthy objects of relief. The stores accumu- 
lated at these dep6ts included largo quantities of bill-hooks, hoes, and 
coir yam for building purpose. Food was also supplied for the really 
indigent, and in lieu of labor to those employed in the clearing of ta-TiIra • 
this system is stUl at work and is progressing favorably. 

87. Mr. MoNeUe has performed the duty in which he has been 
deputed in a most energetic and complete manner, and I have much 
satisfaction in being able to report from my own personal observation 
and enquiry that the amount of relief afforded and distributed under the 
careful and matured arrangements made by him reached those for whom 
it was mtended. 

88. While he has been liberal in relieving immediate suffering, his 
measures have heen judicious, and 1 have no hesitation in recording that 
1 do not consider a more suitable selection for tliis important duty could 
bave been made than that by wbich Mr. McNeile was deputed ly 
Government to supervise and control the arrangements connected with 
the Cyclone Belief Fund. 

89. In conduBion X would add that the general distress g-rifiing 
from want of food, clothing, shelter, and water has been tided over ; 
doubtedless very great suffering in many parts has heen occasioned, the 
reparation of which requires many months to bring about, but the pre- 
sent distress is now chiefly caused from sickness, almost entire villages 
having been depopulated from those awful scourges— cholera w-nd 
smaU-pox. 

90. X have done as much as has lain in my power to procure 
medical aid and sufficient medicine, and Mr. MoNeile is at the present 
moment engaging his attention to this important subject ; the Govern- 
ment may depend on mysdf and the local Officers subordinate tome 
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rendering all assistance that can be afforded towards relieving the suffer- 
^ ingSj and ameliorating^ as &r as possible^ the state of the population in 
the affected parts^ and all that is at present urgently required is to 
secure the services of Medical Officers^ which I am unable to command^ 
but which I have no doubt the Qovemment will be able to provide. 

91. One remark only appears to be called for before closing this 
report^ and that is one of much consideration, viz.^ what measurps ought 
to be adopted with a view to providing against such calamities in future. 

92. After the immediate and direct danger has passed a.w&y, the 
people usually suffer on such occasions chiefly from want of good water. 
Measures should undoubtedly be taken to guard against such distress for 
the future^ and the present is a flfcting opportunity for the devising of 
some general project which would provide against a disaster such as has 
been recently witnessed^ embracing the whole of that part of the country 
which is hable to suffer from the incursions of the sea. 

93. The expenditure of large sums of money in desultory efforts and 
works having no immediate connection with each other^ and not forming 
the basis of a general matured system^ would be nugatory. 

94. A suggestion has been made to me by Mr. Craster^ the 
'Magistrate of Howrah, which is worthy of deliberation, and is to the 
.effect that '' all funds that could be made available for the»purpose should 
be devoted to the excavation of large tanks in central situations.^^ 

These tanks should be of such capacity as to contain sufficient water, 
as might supply the wants of a certain area m case of the smaller tanks 
within it being rendered useless by an irruption of the sea j Hiey should 
he protected by banks formed from the excavation as to preclude the 
possibilily of their being overtopped, and which, mdependent of affording 
protection to the tanks, would be a refuge to the neighbouring inhabitants 
in case of inundation. 

The construction, moreover, of large masonry granaries located in 
the vicinity of the tanks is idso worthy of the attention of Government, 
and both these obj'ects appear to be almost as important as that of 
protecting thft country with embankments, and so far would be more 
useflil that when the embankments, which are constructed merely to stem 
the torrent of the ordinaiy tidal wave, fail, as they did on the late 
occasion, the tanks would stand and afford fresh water, while provisions 
would be procurable from the store houses. 

The subject is, however, cue of great magnitude, and demands more 
practical information and oonclusioiis than I am at present prepared to 
give, its expediency should be most carefully deliberated on hereafter. 
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Ilrom D. J. MoNbilBj Esq., Joint Magistrate, on Special Duty, to Secy. 

to the Belief Committee, — (No. 86, dated 22nd December 1864.) 

I have the honor to report my further proceedings from the 28th 
ultimo, the date of my Memorandum No. 23, forwarded to you on the 
same date. 

* 

2. In that Memorandum, you will recollect I expressed my opinion 
that indiscriminate distribution of relief was no longer required in the 
tracts of country which had previously been supplied from the depdts 
under my charge. I have understood from you that the Committee 
accordingly approve my proposal to dispose of the last consignment of 
stores granted by them by placing tbem at central spots in the charge 
of Qomastahs under the orders of the local Officers, who are now engaged 
on both sides of the river in making enquiries from village to village 
as to the actual losses sustained by families and individuals j the stores 
to be given to those persons only to whom those Officers should grant 
orders on the dep6ts. 

8. This change of system lias been carried into effect. I have 
established central depdts at Diamond Harbour, Kookrahatcc, Ballia- 
ghatta, and Kedgeree, — ^the first being placed under the orders of the 
Sub-Divisional Officer, — the other three under those of Mr* Dickens, 
Assistant Magistrate of Midnapore. The stores left at those four 
Stations ore — 



Biice. 

Dhall. 

Salt. 

Oil. 

Coir 

Yam. 

Bill 

Hooks. 

Hoes. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 



Diamond Harbour... 

1,600 

400 

82 

80 

266 

2,020 

2,000 

Kookrahatee 

600 

150 

12 

80 

150 

1,000 

1,000 

BaUiaghatta 

600 

150 

12 

80 

151 

1,000 

1,000 

Kedgeree 

1,200 

300 

24 

60 

338 

2,000 

2,000 


4,000 

1,000 

80 

200 

900 

6,020 

6,000 
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4. A 'bimdle of ninety-two Hankets has also heen left at' 
Balliaghatta. 

6. The returns of expenditure of these stores will he submitted by 
the Gomastahs in chargee of the depdts to the Sub-Divisional Officer at 
Diamond Harbour and to Mr. Dickens, respectively, and will be sup- 
ported by the original orders granted by those Officers as vouchers, and 
those Officers will forward their reports and accounts to you. Under 
these ciroumstances, X respectfully submit that my services are no longer 
required in carrying out rehef operations under the orders of the 
Committee. 

6. Enclosed are Statements showing, with as near an approxima- 
tion as possible to accuracy, the manner in which the supplies sent out 
under my charge have been distributed. No portion of the consign- 
ments specffied above (paragraph 3) is included in these Statements. 
The details of the Statements have been taken from the weekly Beturns 
of the Gktmastahs employed in the distribution. In those which refer 
to the number of persons relieved I place no great confidence, for the 
amount of work to be performed rendered it in most cases absolutely 
impossible for the distributors to make accurate estimates of the numbers 
of men, women, and children who daily crowded roimd them. The 
estimates actually given have, I have no doubt, been made by dividing 
the total amoimi of the various stpres expended during the day by the 
rations fixed for each individual ; and, as different rations were prescribed 
for adults and children, the estimate of the proportionate numbers of 
men, women, and children has been guess-work. 

7. The totals, however, may be accepted as fairly correct, and the 
fgaiTiA remark, I believe, applies generally to the Statements showing the 
quantities of stores distributed. It would be irrational to suppose that 
accurate weighments and strict honesty have been everywhere the rule. 
The Committee will not be surprised to hear that one Gomastah has 
been criminally convicted of selling their stores in the Culpee Bazar, 
and that I found it necessary to dismiss two others without pay on grave 
suspicion of a similar offence. But I fully beheve that the stores com- 
mitted to the Gomastah^s charge have with slight loss found their way 
to the people for whom they were intended ; and I found my conviction 
mainly on the &ct that having, on a recent occasion, had an opportunity 
of visitmg nearly all the depdts c^r the Qomaatahi hid left them^ I 
was everywhere told by the people on the spot that the poor had been 
generally and freely reheved. In two places, indeed, I had the satisfac- 
tion of being met by a complaint on the part of some of the richer 

39 
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inhabitants that they had not received the assistance which liad been 
given to their indigent neighbonrSj a grievance which they amusingly 
urged with genuine indignation. 

8. I may add that in three or four of the principal depots I have 
had the benefit of efficient and trustworthy superintendence. My 

ore due to Mr. iEVaser, at Saugor; Mr. West, at Dowlutpore ; Mr. 
Eidley, at Kedgeree ; and Baboo Bunkin Chuuder Chatterjce, Deputy 
Magistrate at Diamond Haibour for the 'useful assistance they have 
given me in this respect. They are also due to Mr. OTlaheriy, 
Executive Engineer at Gontai, for undertaking to superintend the relief 
operations in the interior of Hidgelee. 1 wish also to record again 
my obligation to Captain Williamson, of the Steam Ship Teestaj and to 
his Officers, for the ready aid they have afibrded me throughout in trans- 
porting and landing the stores. 

9. Die Statements speak for themsdves, and require no further 
comment. They are accompanied by origitisd receipts, returns, &c. 

10. The effieeb of the operations undertaken by the Committee 
throughout the tracts in which I have been employed has been to save 
tlie inhabitants fix>m starvation, and enable them to weather, no doubt 
with some difficnliy and distress, the interval between the occurrence 
of the Cyclone and the ripening of the remainder of their crops. It is 
difficult to give any accurate estimate of the proportion of the crops 
which has escaped throughout the tracts whidi were inundated, hut I am 
of opinion that it will he found to be somewhat less tlian one-half. In 
this estimate I refer to the weight of the threshed grain. 

11. I am very glad to be able to report an unexpected improve- 
ment in the prospects of the people in some places in respect to their 
supply of fresh water for the rest of this dry season. I have been 
informed by Mr. Dickens that several of the tanks in the Doroo Per- 
guiinah, which had been spoiled by tbe influx of salt water, have, in some 
unaccountable way, recovered their sweetness. It might be supposed 

the first accounts received of the extent to which the salt water had 
impregnated these tanks were greatly exaggerated. But we have one 
notable instance of a large well known tank at Tumlook, the water of 
which was undrmkable for many days afber the storm, and which is now 
quite firesh. The cause of this phenomenon is worth careful investiga- 
tion, for it is not patent to ordinary intelligence. Mr. Dickens will, I 
.beluye, devote his special attention to the matter. 
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12. Several tanks have been cleaned or baled out, and similar 
operations are etiU being* carried on by the local Officers. In many places 
good water will be procurable in no other way. 

13. I have already reported to yon the recent lamentable outbreak 
of cholera on both sides of the river, and every effort has been made to pro- 
cure and send down Doctors and medicines. You are aware that the Medical 
Department have been able to supply us with only three Doctors up to 
date. I requested Mr. Payne, who has given us from the first so much 
assistance, to try if he could find some Coberajes to go down to the 
affected parts, and he made the attempt, but without success. They 
would not give up their own practice in the bazars for such a purpose. 
Medicines have been meantime despatched to Mr. Dickens, the Deputy 
Magistrate of Diamond Harbour, and Mr. Ridley, for distribution to 
all applicants ; and I have requested those gentlemen to apply to you 
for any further consignments they may require. I fear little else can 
be done, but the measures taken cannot possibly meet the emergency, 
which IB real and pressing. I beg to suggest that the Committee should 
address Gfovemment on the subject immediately. 


Memorandum by J. D. McNbilb, Esq., Joint Magistrate, on Special 
Duty, — (No, 23, dated 28th Nov. 1864) 

Daring the past five days I have visited all the- distributing depdts 
along the banks of the river, and my obseiwations have convinced me 
that no necessity now exists for maintaining the system of indiscriminate 
relief which has, until lately, been required to meet the wants of the 
inhabitants. In many places the harvest has commenced ; almost every 
where work is available either npon the enibankments or otherwise j the 
markets are being generally re-established j the houses are being re-bnilt. 
It is true that the run upon the depdts for food has been steadily on the 
increase up to date, but that is far from being a proof that distress 
has not been materially* diminished- I have even heard complaints on 
the part of the Officers of the Department Public Works that the 
facilities for obtaining gratuitous support have affected the supply of 
labour for the repairs of the embankments. 

2. Under these circumstances, the distributiou of the fresh store of 
provisions and house-building implements, which has been placed at my 
disposal by the Committee, must be effected under different rules from 
those hitherto in force. No doubt many individualB and families are 



( 308 ) 

still in distress^ and the object now is to rdieve those mdivldoals and 
families^ and those only. This object will be attained bj accumulating 
stores at a few central points^ and giving rdief fi'om those stations to 
those persons only who may present certificates of their destitution signed 
by competent Officers who are engaged tliroughout the lately inundated 
tracts in making local enquiries. 

8. In the 24-Pergannah3 local enquiries have already been exten- 
sively made^ and individual cases of distress relieved by donations in 
cash. It willj therefore^ be sufficient to locate one large store at Diamond 
Harbour, and to authorise the Deputy Magistrate in charge of the 
Sub-Division and Baboo Brahmonath Sen, who is employed in the 
southern part of the Sub-Division in conducting relief operations, to 
grant orders on the store-keepers for any supplies which they may 
think required. The order in each case should be numbered, signed, and 
dated and handed over to the applicant to present in person, and a copy 
of it kept in a Register, Tlie Deputy Magistrates will be supplied 
shortly with a note of the exact quantity of stores available for the 
purpose. 


4. In Midnapore the Commissioner of Burdwan, who has accom- 
panied me on my last tour of mspoction, has promised to make an im- 
mediate arrangement hy which the Assistant Magistrate, Mr. Dickens, 
will be put m charge for the conduct of relief operations of the Doroo, 
Mysadul, Goomghur, Erwinch and Kush, Hidgelee Pergunnahs. He 
will he empowered to grant orders on the stores which I intend to 
deposit for his use at Eookrahatti, Balliaghatta, and Hedgree. 

The Officers who g^ant the orders will be requested to use their 
utmost endeavors to mduce the people, whenever it may seem advisable, 
to (dean or bale out their tanks, or to dig wells, for the purpose of pro- 
curing a sufficient supply of good drinking water, and will pay those who 
m work either m cash or by orders on the depfits as they 
may be instructed by the Authorities to whom they ore respectivdy 
subordinate. 

No stores whatever &om this time forvrarded will he g^ven from any 

of the dep6ts under my orders except upon certificates granted as above 
described. 
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From J. B. MoNeilBj Joint Magistrate^ on Special Dniy^ to 

Secy, to Cyclone Belief Enndj — (dated 2nd December 1864.) 

I bave the honor to inform you tbat^ on the occasion of my recent 
visit to that part of the IMUdnapore District which lies between the 
Hoopnarain and Huldee Bwers^ I found that the people were suffering 
extensively from cholera brought on by eating bad food^ a practice in 
which they aU persist even where good food is available in the form of 
charitable relief. I am of opinion that the despatch of some Native 
Doctors (three would, I think, be suiOioient) to that part of the xKmntiy 
is a measure which should be immediatdy adopted. 


From J. D. McNetlb, Esq, Joint Magistrate, on Special Dutv, to 

Se(y. to Belief Fund Committee, — (No. 20, dated 23rd November 
1864.) 

In continuation of my letter No. 9 of the 16th instant, and of the 
applications by whidh it was supplemented on the 17th and 18th instant, 
I have the honor, hereby, to submit a futher indent for stores to be sent 
to the distributing dep6ts along the river banks. 

2. In my letter above mentioned, I informed you that I thought 
no fresh supplies of food would be required at Dowlutpore. I have since 
received reports showing that an enormous distribution has taken place 
there, as many as 5,000 people having been fed in one day. I have, 
however, also heard that good rice is now selling m that neighbourhood 
at a lower pnce than in Calcutta, and therefore I re&ain from applying 
for any fresh store for Dowlutpore until I shall have had an opportmuty 
of making fresh observations on the spot. 

3. I have had an application made to me for a fresh supply at 
Moyapore, but I do not think it is urgently required. The people have 
work, and are altogether, in my opinion, well enough off to support 
themselves and their families. 

4. On the other hand, the Commissioner of Burdwan has requested 
me to establish a new depdt at Banka, in Mysadnl, at some distance 
from the coast, where it appears that the people are in great distress. 

5. Stores, then, will be required to supply this new dep6t, and also 
to replemah all the existing dep6ts exoept Dowlutpore and Moyapore. 
In thfl following mdent it will be observed that much smaller quantities 
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are entered opposite to the names of those places vrhere grataitous r^ef 
is now given to women, children, and invalids only than to those of the 
other depdts : — 

Bast Bcmh. 



Bice. 


Salt. 

on. 

Kaldari ... . . 

Maunds. 

200 

Maunds. 

50 

Maunds. 

4 

Maunds. 

10 

Pulta 

200 

60 

4 

10 

Koorpoor .. 

200 

60 

4 

10 

Diamond Harbonr ... 

Koleswar . 

t 400 

100 

8 

20 

Sarsia ... ... • . 

Gulpee ... ,.. 

J 

200 

60 

4 

10 

Bangafulla 

200 

50 

4 

10 

Sangor ... ... 

ISO 

40 

3 

8 

Total 

1,650 

390 

31 

78 


Note. — At all these stations except Sangor, supplies have been stopped to able-bodied 
men. At Saugor the numbers to be fed are oomparatiTcly amnH , 


West Banh, 



Bioe. 

Dhall. 

Salt. 

Oil. 



Maunds. 

Maunds. 

Maunds. 

Maunds. 

* Dhaja ... . . 

• s • 

200 

60 

4 

10 

* Fort Mominston . . 

■ ■ 

200 

60 

4 

10 

* raroolpara . . 

• « • 

200 

60 

4 

10 

Kookrahati 

• •• 

360 

85 

7 

A 

17 

Diamond Point , , 

• 

400 

100 

8 

A f 

20 

Balliaghatta 


300 

76 

V 

6 

ArV/ 

15 

Banka 

« • « 

400 

100 

a 

20 

Kedgeree 

• e » 

400 

100 

8 

20 

Total 

e * 

2,460 

610 

49 

122 

Add total above 

• ■ 

1,550 

890 

31 

78 

Gland Total 

• • • 

4,000 

1,000 

80 

200 


Nora -At the stafaons marked * work is expected to be immediately asaUable oa the 
embaailwents. 
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6. In addition to the above atores^ as lai^e a supply of building 
materials the Committee think fit to send will be eagerly applied for 
by the people wherever the articles may be sent for distribution. I 
would propose to send large consignments of these articles only to those 
places where I can secure some constant supervision of the proceedings 
of the Agent in charge. 1 have such supervision at Diamond Harbour, 
Kedgeree, and Saugor. 

7. Saugor has been already supplied with the articles indicated, 
and will require no further assistanoe of this description. A consign- 
ment was sent to Diamond Harbour, but it has been found quite insuffi- 
cient to meet the demand. I propose to take to Diamond Harbour^ 

2,000 Kodals, 

2,000 Kateries, 

300 Maunds of String, 

and at least an equal quantity to Kedgeree. A third consignment of the 
same quantities will serve for the present to supply all the remaining 
stations where such aid is required. I beg, therefore, to indent for the 
total supply of — 

6.000 Kodals, 

8.000 Kateries, 

900 Maunds of String (or Yarn.) 


From P. Diohens, Esq., Assistant Magistrate and Collector, to Collec- 
tor and Magistrate of Miduapore, — (No. 2, dated 11th Decem- 
ber 1864.) 

1 have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 8 th December ; 
I have further to acknowledge the receipt of Bs. 800. 

2. I arrived here on the morning of the 5th, and found that the 
boat containing the supplies had not arrived ; it arrived, however, on the 
following day. 

8. On Tuesday and Wednesday, I personally visited nineteen 
villages in the neighbourhood, and saw the headmen of several others. 
With regard t© the relief stores, I have adopted the plan recommended 
in Mr. Montresoris letter of the 30th November 1864, and Mr. 
McNeile’s memorandum dated 28th November 1864, of giving village 
tickets on the dep6ts, the villagers themselves undertaking the transport 
of the stores, and naming some person or persons in whose hands they 
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wish them placed. The person into whose hands the things are given 
bind themselves to give only to the poor who are lond fide rinable to 
work, and whose names are given in a list which ig checked by me 
wherever I go in person. As, however, there are upwards of 300 
villages and chuoks in Doroo only, 1 find it impossible to visit each. 

4. The supply of water is, I am glad to report, sufficient in quan- 
tity in all the villages I have visited, and tolerable as regards quality in 
most, excellent in two or three. I do not think, therefore, that as regards 
Northern Doroo, there need be any apprehension on that score. Wells, I 
understand, if dug, will not yield drinkable water here. What I propose 
to do is to have some of the best and largest of the tanks which are at 
present diity, and the water of which is undrinkable, cleaned out and 
emptied. No new supply of water can, however, be introduced at this 
season of tho year, as the river water is already salt. I have reason to 
believe that tanks, which were so salt as to be almost undrinkable imme- 
diately after the storm, are perfectly sweet now. The large tank at 
Tumlook is an instance of this. 

6. Sickness, I regret to say, is fearfully on the increase. Cholera 
is spreading and has attacked almost every village. Five or six persons 
died here last night, and in one small village I visited, containing a 
population of 150, forty deaths were reported. Crowds of 'people apply 
to me daily for medicine , indeed this %e ihew greatest want. I have 
represented the urgent necessity of letting us have a couple of Doctors 
for Doroo to Mr. McNeile, who has promised to have them sent forthwith, 
and also one for Kedgeree, where I found that cholera had broken on! 
badly. 

I propose placing one at Kookrahati and another at Balliagbatta, 
with instructions to make visits into tho interior. Should there be any 
delay in tho arrival of these Doctors, I am apprehensive of the most 
serious consequences. The people are already be^nnmg to leave their 
houses in some quarters. 

On Thursday evening I went with Mr. McNeile in the Steamer 
Teeeta down the line of the depdts to Kedgeree, and saw the different 
stores ashore and left instructions with the Gomastahs at each place, 
returning on Saturday, the 10th. I also placed (with the concurrence 
of Mr. McNtile) a supply of twenty maunds of rice and other articles 
in proportion at the disposal of Mr. Eidley, the Post-Master of Kedegree, 
for the relief of any Send fide poor who might come tolhe dep6t in tho 
interval, which must elapse before I can visit the villages in that neigh- 
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bonrhood. I leave this place in a day or two for Kistonogorcj about 
6 miles distant in the centre of the Doroo, near Sootahatta, where 1 
shall be encamped a few days en, route to Balliaghatta* 

7. I have to add that I have received a letter firom Government 
appointing me to Baraset, and as X may be required to take charge at 
once, I shall be glad to know whether you can send any one to relieve 
nie here and carry on the work, I sent a telegram this morning. 


From P. Dickens, Bsq., Assistant Magistrate and Collector, to Collec- 
tor and Magistrate of Midnapore^ — (No. 4, dated 13th Decem- 
ber 1864.) 

X have the honor to report that since despatching my letter of 
yesterday, the poor of seven villages have been relieved by orders on the 
dep6t. 

2. I have to-day visited the villages of Agadaroo, Sreedhurpoor, 
and Boistum Chuck, and taken measures and given advances for the 
cleansing of five tanks, all of which 1 have seen, and the water of which 
1 have had tasted. 

3. One of these tanks (the largest and best) at Boistum Chuck is 
in a very dirty state, though the water is sweet. I have given orders 
to have it thoroughly cleansed and some of the water drawn off, and 
havo allowed Bs. 20 for the purpose. When cleansed, it will afford a 
supply of good water sufficient for the present season to all the neighbour- 
ing villages ; the other tanks require only partial cleansing, and small 
sums varying from Its. 1 to 5 have been given in each case. When 
these tanks are cleaned, X shall have no fear as regards water for the 
northern villages in Doroo. 

4. X find the people exceedingly apathetic in applying for relief ; 
this I attribute chiefly to the lamentable amount of sickness. However, 
even in the villages X personally visit, I have the utmost difficulty in. 
collecting the poor ; those who come are generally those able to work, 
and to whom I am unable to give certificates on the depdt. The amount 
of distress amongst the latter class is very great, and no embankment 
works have as yet been commenced in this neighbourhood. 

5. The sickness is, I fear, not abating, and as yet no Doctors 
have arriyecL 


40 
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From P. Dicegks, Esq , Assistant Magistrate and CoUectoT^ to Collector 
and Magistrate of Midnapore, — (No. 5 , dated ISth December 1864.) 

1 have the honor to inform you that I yesterday visited the whole 
line of villages between this place and Sootahattaj distributing relief to 
the poor, and takiog particular nodee of the state of the water in each 
village. 

S. I had heard that the water in Sootahatta itself^ whore there is 
a fine large tank, was biackish and undrinkable. I found it on the 
contrary in good condition, and the water free from salt. I find that 
the complaints of had water which reach me from the interior are in 
nearly every case exaggerated, and are put forward mainly in the hope 
of obtaining advances, and I am apprehensive of the work not being 
properly carried out unless I am on the* spot to superintend. This 
causes me much loss of time ; if I could obtain the assistance of one of 
these D. P. Overseers, it would save me much dday. 

3. 1 think ihat the inference may fmily he drawn that if the water 
in these is not so salt as to be undrinkable or noxious, that in others 
which 1 have not yet seen cannot be in a worse state as regards brack- 
ishness, for the storm wave passed eq[ually over all ; of course they 
will difier as regards impurities and decayed matter, and will require 
difierent degrees of cleansing, some not requiring any. 

4. A Native Doctor and medicines arrived yesterday. 


From P. Dickons, Esq., Assistant Magistrate and Collector, to Collector 
and Magistrate of Midnapore,— (Ko, 7, dated 36th December 
1864.) 

I have the honor to inform you that I left Kookiahatti on the Slst 
instant, having finished operations in Northern Doioo. 

2. One hundred and six villages in Doroo and Mysadul have been 
relieved by orders on the Kookrahatti depot, and I think that acute dis- 
tress has been considerably mitigated. 

8. About Es. 360 have been given out for fllflAnaing clear- 
ing tanks, but I have not found it necessary, except in one or two 
instances, to have the water baled out. The state of the water in 
Northern Doroo (the southern boundary of which will be a Ime- drawn 
ftom Jmnberiah to Diamond Point as passing through Sootahatta) is not 
sudi as to cause any grave apprehension. 
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4. Wiih regard to sickness, I believe that the presence of a 
Doctor with medicines will have an excellent effect. Indeed, ff'om what 
I hear from the Native Doctor, Tariny Chimder Goopto, (who ariived 
here from Kookrahatti yesterday), I am in hopes that cholera is abating. 

6. The point which I feel most uneasiness about is that no embank- 
ment repairs have as yet been commenced, and I fear that great jdistress 
prevails amongst the poor who are able to labor, and whom consequently I 
have been unable to reheye. 

6. I reached Balliaghatta on the Slst and on the 23rd, visited 
Dayboy and other villages in the neighbourhood. 

7. Loss of life has been far heavier than about KookrahattL The 
infirm and aged have mostly perished, and consequently the distress 
(amongst this class) is not so great. 

8. The state of the water, I regret to say, is bad, the tanks, 
though cleaner than in Northern Doroo, are uumistakeably brackish, and, 
the people say, undrinkable. At all events the villagers iu this neigh- 
bourhood seem to be bringing their water from a tank at Soloat, even 
from a distance of 6 miles. 

9. lam taking measures to have this tank, whidi is perfectly 
sweet, carefiilly conserved, as I conceive that the people of Southern 
Doroo will have to rely mainly on tJm one tank for sweet water till the 
next supply of rain falls. 

10. There are several fine tanks at Dayboy and elsewhere in the 
neighbourhood, but as the water is sfilt, it is obvious that the method to 
be pursued towards them must differ from that pursued towards the 
tanks iu the north (which only required a little cleansing to right 
themselves), and that to do any good to the water must be emptied out, 
and, if possible, the mud at the bottom dug afresh. 

11.. This is of course a much more costly operation than the other, 
and I propose, therefore, to select some thiriy of the best tanks in central 
positions and to have them emptied out. 

12. I have now one Doctor here and another at Kookrahalti. 
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From D. J. McNeilb^ FSsq.j Joint Magistrate on Special to Commr. 
of the Nuddca Bivisioiij — (No, 1, dated 37tli October 1864.) 

I have tbe honor to inform you that I have visited and relieved the 
following places since I started &om Calcutta on Sunday 


On fie East Eanh, 
Naldari (Boroi). 

Fulta. 

Nooipore. 

Diamond Bmrbour. 

Culpee. 

Bungafulla. 


On the West Banhs^ 

Dhaja. 

Fort Momingfton. 

Faroolpara (on the Boopnorain). 
Floookrahatee (Moteeram Chuck). 


I have also visited Tamlook^ but found it unnecessary to leave any 
supplies there. I am about to proceed immediately in the Tug Steamer 
Francis Gordon down the Midnapoie Coast as far as Cowcolly. I have 
had an interview with Mr. Smithy the Magistrate of Midnapore^ and re> 
ceived some valuable information from him. A full report of my pro- 
ceedings will be submitted hereafter. 


I am about to despatch the Steam Ship Teesta back to Calcutta im- 
mediately for a fresh supply of provisions^ for which I have telegraphed to 
the Secretary to the Belief Committee. I propose to return from Cowcolly 
to Diamond Harbour on Saturday in the Tug Steamer^ and then^ allow- 
ing her to go back direct to Calcutta^ follow her up in the Teesta, which 
1 hope will by that time have come down agam reladen^ and sent fresh 
supplies on shore at the various Dep6ts established between this place 
and Calcutta. If this plan be carried out^ I shall probably reach Cal- * 
cutta on Wednesday next^ and shall by that time be able to judge of the 
further measures of relief whidb. should be adopted. 


A copy of this letter will be sent to the Commissioner of Burdwon^ 
and another copy for the information of the Secretaiy to the Rehef 
Fund. 


From D. J. MoNmiiii, Esq. ^ Joint Magistrate on Special Duty, to Commr. 
of the Nuddea Division, — (No. 6, dated 2nd November 1864.) 

1 have the honor to report, for your information, that on Friday 
morning, the 2lBt ultimo, immediately after hearing from you that 
1 was required to proceed down the Hooghly River with supplies for the 
inhabitants along the banks, I called upon the Secretary to the Cyclone 
Belief Committee, and learned from bim the arrangements which were 
in progress for lading the Government Steamer Teesta with provisions* 



( 817 ) 

I afterwards had an interyiew with the President of tho Chamber of 
Commerce, and then called upon the Superintendent of IVfanne; and 
some doubts having been expressed os to the capacity of the Teesta 
Steamer to convey all the stores required, I met the last-named Officer 
next morning at the Government Dock-yard, and we inspected her. 
It then became apparent that it would be impossible to take in her, and 
in Cargo Boats towed by her, above half of the whole quantify of 
stores which were being collected for the expedition. I also then learned 
for the first time that it would be running a great risk to take her far 
below Diamond Harbour, the lower reaches of the river being unsafe, 
except in the very calmest weather, for flat-bottomed Steamers. 

a. Captain Howe then proposed that a Tug Steamer should be 
sent down with Cargo Boats in tow, a plan in which, as supplementary 
to that of despatching the Teesta, I fully concmTed. You signified your 
approval, and Mr. Bullen forthwith engaged to provide the Steamer, and 
send her afber me to Diamond Harbour on the following AYednesday 
mornmg. 

3« The lading of that portion of the stores which I proposed to 
take with me, was delayed throughout Friday and Saturday morning by 
the incessanfThrain ; but on Saturday evening they were all taken down 
the river to the Commissariat Wharf, where the Teesta was lying. On 
the same day I, with some difficulty, procured casks, ranging from twenty 
to forty gallons each, to contain a total amount of 1,000 gallons of water. 
These casks were shipped empty, and the water was put into iron tanks 
supplied by Mr. Obbard, the Superintendent of the Dock-yard. 

4. On Sunday morning all the stores were put on board the 
Steamer and one Cargo Boat, and at 3 p. m. I started, accompanied by the 
Bevd. Mr. Payne, who, as you are aware, had kmdly offered his assist- 
ance in carrying out the relief operations. We brought eighteen Oo- 
mastahs, whom I intended to leave in charge of the various depdts which 
were to be established along tlie river banks. 

6. The following stores were shipped on hoard the Tee%ta and her 


Cargo Boat: — 

Bice 

• » ■ 

t ■ 

... 1,080 

Maunds. 

Dhall 

• ■ • 

• « • 

m 


^lil ... ... 

• • * 

« • 

ao 

39 

Parched Bice 

1 

■ ■ 

30 

33 

Salt 

• • « 


30 

33 

Chillies 


««■ 

15 

33 
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Blankets ... 
Cotton Cloth 
Cooking Pots 
Hookahs ... 


8 Maunds. 
750 Pieces. 
a,000 Yards. 
300 (About.) 
100 




6. At 8 o’clock on Sunday evening we reached Atcheeporc> 
between which place and Calcutta the inhabitants^ as you had informed 
me^ required no immediate assistance. At day-break on Monday morn- 
ing we weighed anchor^ and in half an hour reached the village of 
HoiyagungOj on the right bank of the river, about 6 miles below 
Ooloobariah. At Ooloobariah itself the inhabitanin were in direct 
oommunicaiaon with Calcutta, and needed no supplies firom me. At 
Horyagtmge, though much damage had been done by the gale, the dis- 
tress did not seem either to Mr. Payne or mynelf so severe as to justify 
me in giving away to the villagers stores which I expected to find more 
urgently required further down the river. 


7. We accordingly proceeded to Naldari, near Boroi, where a dis- 
tributing dep6t hod been previously establisbed by Mr. Smith. Wo 
found that the provisions which he had left were all exhausted, aud Hiai 
the Comastah iu charge had gone away to Calcutta. I landed a fresh 
store here, but observed that the inhabitants were in such a state of 
destitution that they would require another supply after a few days. 


8 The villagers here mentioned several Zemindars, who hod pro- 
perty in the neighbourhood, and who, they said, had rendered no kind 
of assistance to their ryots. X think it right that their names should he 
known, so that they may contradict the account which I received if it be 
untrue. The gentlemen referred to are Baboo Anunda Chundra 
Mookeijee, Bisheshwar Mookmjee, and Gnngadhur Baneijee, of Kidder- 
poor j Prannath Chowdry of Satkhira; and Apoorha Krishto Bahadoor 
of Soba Bazar, Calcutta. 

9. Prom Kaldari we went on to Dhaja, on the west bank, near the 
mouth of the Bamoodah Biver. Here I was informed that a deputation, 
consisting of the Izaradars of the village and some of the inhabitants, 
had gone the day before to Calcutta to represent the state they were in to 
their Zemindar, Baboo Heralall Seal, who was reported to have sent 
some supplies to the Shampore Bazar, a few miles across tbe Damoodab, 
but who had done nothing for Dhaja and its neighbourhood. I established 
a dep6t, and then crossed the river to Fulta, which Mr. Payne had visited 
while 1 was engaged at Dbaja. 
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10. At !Fulta we £}tmd the people in great want of food. ‘Hiey 

seemed^ however, to be a more than usually laay and gg^ 

was with great difficulty and some hoW detention that we succeeded 
in inducing them to bring on shore, cany up and store the provisions I 
gave them. They appeared also a little inclined to be quarrdsome so 
I left two Gomastahs in charge, and sent orders to the Sub-Inspector of 
Etagachy to see that no disturbance took place. As the Eulta Bazar 
appeared to be a very disreputable place, I located the Gomastahs with 
their store at the little village of Jafarpore, a diort distance to the south- 
ward. Here also the Zemindars seem to have done nothing. Their 
names are Kali Krishna and Narendra Krishna, of Soba Bazar. 

11. Erom Eulta we proceeded to Nooipore, reaching it about sun- 

set. We had had a hard day's work, but Mr. Payne went on shore im- 
mediately, and finding that the Gomastah, who had been left there on the 
occasion of the previous expedition, had distributed very nearly all his 
stock of provisions, he sent him off to me, I supplied biw ^ fresh 

store, and then we anchored for the night. Mr. Payne was here informed 
that Bahoos Shamprosad Chowdry of Bhowanipore, and Preonath Roy 
ChoWdiy of Bag Bazar, had sent no supplies to the ryots on their 
estates. Baboo Bajkrishto Mittra (of Simla, Calcutta,) had, on the 
contrary, sent aU kinds of necessary stores for distribution to the people 
on his property, 

la. On Tuesday morning we crossed over to Port Momingfcon. 
Here two Gomastahs bad been left by Mr Smith. Their stores had 
been exhausted, and they left for Calcutta three days before. I left a 
fresh supply in charge of a Gomastah, and then went up the Roopnaraju 
River to Tumlook. Here I met the Assistant Superintendent of Pohee 
Mr. Howton, and the Assistant Magistrate, Mr. Dickens, who had just 
been on a tour of inquiry, which had embraced with other localities the 
southern bank of the Roopnarain down to the mouth. He told me that 
there was no starvation along that line of country, but that immediately 
to the southward, in the Khas Mehal of Doroo, tlie distress was very great. 
Tumlook itself had been severely visited by the storm, hut the inhabi- 
tants were rapidly recovering themselves, and Mr. Howton told me 
that out of a sum of Rs. 129 placed at his disposal for charitable pur- 
poses, about Rs. lOO were still in his hands. It was obviously un- 
necessary to leave supplies there, so I crossed the river (Roopnarain) 
to Paroolpara. 

13. Paroolpara we found almost swept away, and the remaining 
inhabitants in great distress. The villages situated a little farther inland 
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8eemed> however, to be much less injured. I left a small supply for tlie 
relief of Paroolpara itself and its immediate ncij^hbouihood, and then 
proceeded to Kookrahatti (Moteeram Chuck), which is at the northern 
extremity of the Doroo Mehal. Just before I reached this place, I 
fortunately met Mr. Smith, the Magistrate of Midnapore, who had 
travelled up from Kedgeree, and who gave me some valuable information 
as to the places along the coast where relief was principally wanted. 
They will be noticed in order below. , 

14. Kookrahatd itself we found in a terrible state. The stench 
from human bodies and carcasses of cattle, which lay around in all 
directions, was almost insupportable. We tried to induce the villagers 
to throw the bodies into the river, but they would all die before they 
touched one of them. We met here the Kaib of the Izaradar of the 
Mehal, who assured us that he (the Naib) had, immediately after the 
catastrophe, distrlbated gratis 6,000 (six thousand) mannds of rice, his 
own property, to the people. Some light was subsequently thrown on 
this not very probable story. We found out some days afterwards that 
he had bad some 12,000 maiinds in store when the Cyclone occurred. 
About half was washed away, and the remainder so damaged as to be 
unfit for sale in Calcutta. Tins damaged rice he had disposed of on the 
spot, perhaps gratuitously ; bat it is a curious circumstance that on re- 
visiting Kookrahatti the other day we were told that rotten rice was selling 
at Ks. 1-5 per maund at the hdts, and on the day of our first visit we 
found in the bazar a pile of about a dozen bales of rotten rice of which 
we could get no intelligible account. 1 am of opinion that the proceed* 
iTi gfl of that Naib and his people require careful investigation. I 
formed a fresh dep6t here, leaving rice only. They had dhall in the 
bazar, and salt was expected immediately from Tumlook. 

Id. We then crossed over to Diamond Harbour and anchored for 
the Deputy Collector Baboo Bralimonath Sen came on hoard 

at day-break next morning, and I suppHed him with some blankets and a 
small supply of dhall, which was required by the Sub-Divisional Officer. 
He had also applied to me for rice, but I was obliged to withhold a sup- 
ply until the arrival of the Tug Steamer in the afternoon from Calcutta. 
Meanwhile I proceeded to Oulpee, with the view of supplying that place 
and Hungafulla, and returning to Diamond Harbour in time to meet the 
Tug immediately on her arrival. 

16f At Culpee 1 found that the store which had' been left; there 
was exharudied, and the Gomastah had gone away. I sent a ftesh store 
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on sliore^ and re-established the depdt. Here Mr. Payne and myseli 
had a conversation with an a^ut of the Zemindar^ Baboo Hara Persad 
Boy Chowdry^ of Chukarbenia. This man had been about a week at 
Onlpee^ and had come, he said, with orders from his master to help the 
ryots with money ** if they required it*' to re-built their houses. ** He 
saw that they were getting^ on very well without it," so he had given 
them nothing. On further enquiry, it appeared that he had brought 
nothmg to give them. We made special enquiries here about the means 
available for procuring fresh water. For about three weeks, the people 
said they would be able to procure &esh water at ebb tide &om the 
nver. All their tanks were foiled, and they all averred that, if new 
tanks were excavated, they woul^^lll with salt, not &esh water. This 
is a point which cannot be decided except by actual experiment, and 
1 have directed the special attention of Baboo Brahmonath Sen to the 
matter. He has just beeu deputed to Culpee, and will shortly report the 
result of such au experiment, and also of baling out an old tank which 
has been spoiled by the sea As soon as the works in question are com- 
menced, all relief will be withheld from able-bodied men who refuse to 
assist m carrying them out. 

17. Prom Culpee we proceeded to Bungafulla, re-enforced the de- 
pdt there with a considerable supply, and then returned to Diamond Har- 
bour, having expended all our store of rice, but having the larger portion 
of all the other provisions still lu baud. I reserved them because 1 
expected to find them more required in the western bank, and because 1 
wished to establish larger depdts ou that side of the river which could 
not be visited by the inland steamer, and to which it was therefore ad- 
visable, with a view to saving the Committee's funds, to arrange for as 
few visits as possible. 

IS. I reached Diamond Harbour at sunset on Wednesday evening, 
and found that the Tug had not arrived. I went on shore at once and 
had a consultation with Baboos Hem Chunder Kerr and Brahmonath Sen, 
Deputy Magistrates, r^tive to the best inland sites for the establishment 
of fresh distributing dep6ts. I think I can most readily explain verbally 
the conclusions to which I have arrived ou the subject, and, as I hope to 
have an immediate opportunity of doing so, I do not encumber this 
report with a statement of them. 

19. On Thursday morning before day-light the Steam Tug Francis 
Goidon ariived with a large Bresh stock of rice, dhall, &c., and I sent on 
shore a stock sufficient for a few days' consumption. 1 also sent a number 
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of ' chyoonics^ (baskets for bailing out water) . The stores brought down 
by the Steam Tug consisted^ according to the invoice sent^ of-~ 


£iice ••• 

Dhall 

Salt 

Blankets 
Cotton Cloth ... 
Cooking pots ... 
Chyoonies 


2^250 Maunds. 


313 

20 


99 

99 


250 Pieces. 
2j000 Yards. 


150 

140 


20. Prom the Pilot on board the Francis Gc) don I learned that it 
was impossible for the steamer to touch at or approach any point on the 
western bank between Diamond Point and Kedgeree. I also found that 
Mr. Fraser^ who was on boards was m urgent want of a fresh store at 
Saugor. Tills necessitated a change in my phms^ as described in my 
letter to your address^ No. 1 of the 27th ultimo^ a change the nature of 
which, will appear as I proceed. I first ran down to Mud Pointy meetiug 
ou the way and taking in tow the Sw^sure lugger^ which had been placed 
at my disposal by Captain Howe. At Mud Point I made over a cargo 
boat to Mr. Fraser with a large stock of provisions^ and some water casks^ 
a few ready Blled for immediate use. The others he would fill from 
the river at low ride. I tasted some of the water at Mud Point at about 
half ebb. It was very slightly brackish. I have no doubt that for the 
next fortnight water fit for drinking purposes will he proourable at 
low tide down both banks of the river as fur as Mud Point. 


21. After despatching the boat under Mr. Fraseris charge^ I went 
across to Kedgeree and anchored for the night. Here we were employed 
up to 2 a. m. on Friday moruing, re-distnbnring our caigo^ aud 
preparing two boats for despatch up the coast to the Huldee River. At 
day-break we commenced landing stores at Kedgeree. The work was 
completed m about three hours^ the people assisting us with a cheerful- 
ness and alacrity which I have seen at no other place which we have 
visited. We had the satisfaction, before we left the spot, of seeing nearly 
600 people sitting round, and receiving without any confusion or difficulty 
their day’s rations from the Gomastah. The relief here given was most 
seasonable, and was received with evident gratitude. 

22 At Kedgeree I found Mr. West, Superintendent of Embank- 
ments, who kindly took charge of a store for the Hidgelee River, and 
engaged to laud, house, and leave it in charge of the Gomastah I sent 
with it. We towed the boat neaily to the mouth of the river, and returedu 
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to Kedgeree, whence Mr. Payne and myself started in the S^u>iftsurA (to 
the Commander of which, Mr. Thompson, I am indehted for most ener- 
getic and valuable assistance throughout) for tlie Huldee. We had sent 
the cargo boats on in the morning, and we came up with them inside the 
bar at the mouth of the river at about H P. m. Now om* difficulties 
commenced. The tide runs up and down this coast with great force, and 
the sand banks made the navigation very difficult. When the flood made 
on Saturday morning, we started for BaUiaghatta, about six miles up the 
river, with one cargo boat in our wake. When we reached the spot, the 
cargo boat could not follow us to shore. The tide swept her past, and 
then her crew sat down after their manner, and allowed her to dnft stem 
foremost up the stream for more than 2 miles. Oar only resource was to 
and, and send men up the bank to tow her down This we did, but we 
lost about four hours, the result of which delay was that, with all the 
expedition we could employ, we felled, after getting oiu* dep6t established 
lat Balliaghatta, to reach the bar at the mouth of the river before the 
water was too low to cross it. Inside the bar, therefore, we had to anchor 
for the night. 

1^3. Qhe second cargo boat was intended for some place a little to 
the south of Diamond Pomt, and thither with great trouble we brought 
her having more than once to go back, or lay to, in the lugger to explain 
to fhe crew of the cargo boat how to trim their sail so as to follow ns. 
At about 11 a.. m. we reached a place which appeared suitable for the 
purpose, but before we could bring up the cargo boat, the tide turned, and 
she had to cast anchor half a mile below. Mr, Payne then very kindly 
volunteered to remain by her in the BmfUurey while I went out in a boat 
to the steamer, which was by appointment waiting for us off the Pomt. 
I acc^ted his offer and went at once. 

24). Very large stores were left at Balliaghatta and Diamond Point, 
so that another such troublesome voyage need not be made for some time. 

26. I arrived at Diamond Harbour about half an hour after sunset, 
and found the Teesta Steamer waiting with stores. The stock differed 
very much from that which 1 had indented for by Telegraph, but it was 
sufficient to proceed with. I here received yoxur letter regardingthe 
formation of circles of enq[uiry into the condition of the several families 
in the distressed districts. This will form the subject of separate com- 
municatioQ. Here also I met with Mr. French, the Assistant Super- 
intendent of Police, who had missed the Tug when she started from 
Calcutta, 
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26. I lau-ded a fresh store at Diamond Harbour^ and after 
picking up Mr. Payne and Mr. Thompson^ who came up from Diamond 
Point at day-hreak on Monday^ passed on to Kookrahatee. The Qo- 
maptah here gave me a very had account of the inhabitants. They were 
greatly dissatisfied^ demanding large supplies to take away to their 
houses, asking for things which he had not given, and threatening and 
annoying him in various ways. He arributed his difiSculties, 1 suspect 
with some truth, to the Naib, whom I have before mentioned. 1 landed 
a small firesh store, for the stock previously landed was not nearly ex- 
hausted, a remarkable circumstance when the evident destitution of the 
inhabitants is considered. I do not suspect the Gomastah, but I will 
dii'ect my special attention to this depdt hereafter. 

27. Prom Kookrahatee I proceeded up the river towards Calcutta, 
re-enforcing the various depdts along both banks, and finally depositing 
a considerable store at Moyapore, a place which 1 had overlooked on the 
way down. 1 reached Calcutta at 7 r. it. and Tuesday evening, the 1st 
instant. 

28* The subjoined Tables show the total q^nantify of provisions 
lauded by me at the various depdts mentioned between Uie 24th October 
and file Ist November inclusive • 
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29 The resuliis of Oiese operations I am not yet in a position to 
state except partially m respect to three or four places. Reports have 
been received from Goinastahs of Nuldari, Dhaja^ Fnlta^ Fort Momnig^- 
ton^ KookiahatteOj and Paroolpara The firat report of the Gomastali 
of Dhaja shows that he relieved nearly 9,000 persons in the course of 
five days, and at K'nldari about 18,000 were relieved m seven days. 1 
shall be able hereafter to gpve an account of the whole number relieved 
at each dep6t fi'om the supplies sent. 

30. All the Gomastahs have orders to send in their reports to me 
at Diamond Harbour, and to repair thither themselves whenever their 
stores are exhausted. The accounts of stores and cash with which 1 was 
supplied before I started by the Seoretaiy to the Committee will be sent 
in as soon as they can be properly written up. 

31. I have only in conclusion to observe that my thanks are due to 
Captain Wilhamson, of the Steam Ship Teeataj and Captain Spain, of the 
Steam Ship Franeia Gordoiij and to most of their Officers, for the ready 
assistance which they rendered me throughout the es^edition. To the 
useful aid received from Mr. Thompson, of the 8wi/lSawrej I have already 
alluded. It is scarcely neoessaiy for me to make special mention of the 
energy and zeal with which the Revd. Mr. Payne has joined in the work. 
But for his help 1 could not have done in the same time above half the 
work which has actually been performed. 


From D. 1. MoNeile, Esq., Joint Magistrate, on Special Dufy, to Seiy. 
Cyclone Rdief Fund, — (No. 9, dated 16th November 1864.) 


I have the honor to inform yon that I left Calcutta on the 8th 
instant, taking with me stores, as per subjoined list, for the relief of the 
inhabitants along the banks of the nver hdow Atcheepore. I made 
special inquin.es at each of the dep6ts of distribution to ascertain the 
character and extent of the relief still required by the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, and reg;ulated the supply accordingly. 

S. Depdts have been established, as I have previously reported to 
the Commissioner of Nuddea, at the following places ; — 


On the Boat Bank. 
Moyapore. 

Nnldaxi. 

Folta. 

Noorpore. 

Diamond Harbour. 
Colpee. 

Rungafulla. 

Satgor. 


On the Weat Bank, 

Dhaja. 

Fort Momington (or Makrapata.) 
Paroolpara (Boopnarain.) 
Eookrahattee. 

Diamond Pomt. 


BaUiaghatta (Huldee River ) 
Kedgeree. 


Dowlutpore. - 
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Of tlie Stations on the eastern side of the river, Moyapore, in my 
opinion, requires no farther assistance in the shape of supplies of food. 
At all the remaining Stations, except Noorpore and Sangfor, I have 
already stopped the supply of food to all able-bodied men. At Noor- 
pbre the same rule will be almost immediately brought into force. 
Saugor must still be almost entirely dependent on charitable assistance 
for a long period. 

3. I have been able thus to limit the distribution on the eastern 
bank, partly because m some places the repairs of the embankments 
have been commenced by the Officers of the Public Works Department, 
but mainly because able-bodied men have now almost everywhere the 
opportunity of earning nearly double the wages which are given by the 
Public Works Department The wealthier inhabitant, whose houses 
were destroyed by the storm, are now in very many places giving from 
4i to 6 annas a day to the labourers whom they have employed to 
re-bmld them, and the result is that there is an unsatishcd demand for 
labour on the embankments, where it is paid for at the rate of about 
2^ ftTinafi per diem. Still there is distress ; for the price of commodities 
at the bd.ts is high, the actual quantity exposed for sale is as yet in- 
sufficient, and the quality of a large proportion very bad. At the same 
time, therefore, that I have withdrawn all direct assistance in the form 
of food from those who are able to work, I have thought it well to 
double the daily supply to invalids, women, and diildren. 

4. One main object I have had m view in directing this change has 
been to make some provision for the relief of those who are unable 
through age, sickness, or other unavoidable cause, to come daily in person 
to the d^6ts. Until lately only those who came in person received rehef, 
and those only at the rate of half a seer of nee each, and other kinds of 
food in smaller quantities, i. e., just sufficient for their own consumption. 
For a while the demand for rehef was so great that even on tins restricted 
system hundreds, m many instances thousands, of people were fed daily at 
one dep6t, and it was hardly possible to keep the depbts fully supplied ; 
a nd very many must have altogether failed to benefit by the distnbution. 
Now, wherever able-bodied men are struck off the list of applicants, the 
reason for the restriction has disappeared, and I believe that, by the 
system of granting double rations to those applicants who are still fit 
subjects for charity, the distribution of necessary relief will be much 
more generally and effectively earned out than previously. It was 
proposed, mdeed, to increase the supplies given to the extent of 
allowing whole hales to be earned away. But the strong probability 
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of the stores heing forthwitl^ sold at high rates by the individuals 
who were fortunate enough to get them was a sufficiently obvious 
objection to such a course^ an objection not without w'cight even where 
all the residents were of the poorer classj and most cogent where the 
community was held^ (as in many parts, e^ecially on the west bank, 
it is held) under the influence of a few powerful individuals and other 
many retainers. 1 may add that wherever X announced to the people 
tlie double change 1 intended to make, the arrangement seemed to give 
general satisfaction. They appeared to recognize the justness of the re- 
striction imposed as to the number of the recipients, and to be pleased 
with the augmentation in the quantity of food to be supplied to each 
applicant. 

5. Of the Stations on the western hank, Dha)a, Fort Mortiington, 
and Paroolpara will require continued relief on the old plan for two or 
three weeks more. No work is procurable at present either upon the 
embankments ox elsewhere, and men must still be supplied, as well as 
women and children. 1 have not thought it necessary to increase the 
rations at these places. Kookrahatee, Diamond P»int, and Balliaghatta 
are Ihtee salient points of the tract which lies between tite Hoopnaraiii 
and Huldee Rivers. The whole of this tract w'ns feaifnlly swept by the 
sea, and the damage done was very great. No work is as yet procura- 
ble there, and relief is still administered without distinction of age or sex. 
1 found the distress here still so great, a grf*at aggravation having been 
caused by the universal consumption of the rotten rice, which has been 
and is being distributed and sold in large quantities, and which has 
produced much sickness among the people, that I ordered the double 
rations to be given to every one, and left const<leral>Ie supplies to meet 
the in- creased demand to be expected in consequence. 

6. Kedgeree also 1 found still in argent need of assistance. No 
work is to he had, and the large supply which I had left on the occasion 
of my first expedition had been exhausted two or three days before. X 
ordered the double lations here also, and left a whole boat load 
provisions at the Depdt. 

7. At Dowlutpore, on the Hidgelee River, matters are in a more 
promising condition. The inhabitants have not lost so mucli of their 
property as their neighbours to the northward. One great cause of this 
is that the sandhills all along the Hidgelee Coast, the level of iiiaiiy of 
which is much higher than that which was reached by the storm wave, 
afforded a number of places of refuge for both human beings and cattle* 
Axmthor cause, one which also tended greatly to diminish the destructive 
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effect of the inundation upon the crops» has been brought to my notice 
by Mr. O'Flaherty, the Bzeculive Engineer at Oontai, and it is a cause 
well wordi attention. 

8. From a circumstance that characterized the late gale, (in 'com- 
mon with all circular storms in the northern hemisphere,) — the circum- ^ 
stance that the course of the wind within the cirdle of the stonn lay 
from east to north, and so round to west and south, while the general 
course of the storm was northward — it came to pass that along the west 
bank of the river the first rush of the gale was felt from the eastward. 
This blast brought up the sea wave. But after a short time it was 
succeeded by the reverse gale from the westward, which forced the great 
mass of the salt water back across the embankments into the river, so that 
in some places the crops were not submerged by salt water for above au 
hour. On the east bank, on the contrary, the storm commenced with a 
land wind, and the sea wave rolled in before the return blast from the 
westward, after which the storm passed on and left the country flooded 
with water, which has not yet been entirely removed by drainage and 
evaporation. At a certain distance from the open sea the configuration of 
the river banks probably so affected the course of the storm, wave that 
the same alternate eastward and westward movement was not so marked. 
At any rate, above the Huldee I have observed no corresponding dis- 
tinction in the amount of damage inflicted upon* the crops on either side. 

9. 1 expect to find, on the occasion of my next visit to Dowlut- 
pore, that gratuitous supplies of food to the people in that neighbour- 
hood may be altogether disoontinued. But I have learned that it will 
be necessary to send supplies to two places at some distance inland, 
and to the westward of Bowlntpore. The effect of the gale in those 
parts which are traversed by the Futtermohun aud Sankarpoor khalls 
was to dam up the river water from the southward, and to inundate 
the country with fresh water. The crops have not been fatally damaged, 
but much present distress has been produced by the loss of other 
property. I propose to establish distributing depdts at Olalpore and 
Ramnugger. Mr. O’Flaherty has kindly undertaken to take charge 
of the stores on their arrival in boats at places but slightly removed 
from the points indicated. For these depdts, and for the further supply 
of others which 1 think it is necessary to keep up, I will shortly submit 
separate applications to the Committee. 

^ XO. Saugor will be dependent on charitable relief for many weeks, 
if not months, to come. There is a considerable store there at present, 
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and as the actnal nnmber of survivors in the whole island does not 
exceed 1,500, no further provisions need be sent there until the begin- 
iog of next month. 

11. With reference to the want of articles other than food, I beg 
to state that at every place I have visited I have been mot with an 

^ universal cry for clothing. Many seem to have sufHcient to meet their 
absolute necessities j hut I am onvinced that the Committee could not 
confer a boon that would be more eagerly accepted at every place from 
Atcheepore downwards than the distribution of large quantities of tho cot- 
ton doth, of which I have up to dato carried down some 24,000 yards, a 
quantity sufficient to clothe only a small proportion of the whole distressed 
population. Ido not say that this relief is indispensable, hut I venture 
to express ray opinion that a measure which would so greatly contribute 
to the comfort of so many for whom charitable contributions have been 
made, would be a suitable one for adoption by the Committee. Blankets 
ore not generally asked for, because tho people prefer making wadded 
quilts for themselves to smrve as coverings at night. But as the weather 
grows colder, they will be thankfully used, for the materials for quilts 
will not be at hand in sufficient quantities. 

1 2. In some places string and implements for house-building are 
much wanted. It will not be necessary to send bamboos or timber, but 
“daos” (small hatchets) and fcodals (spades) are in great request. Ploughs 
have been lost in great numbers, but it seems to be admitted that they 
can be made in most places by artificers on the spot. 

18. The difficulty of procuring fresh water will very shortly be, 
come most pressing. Efforts are being made, with some success, to 
induce the people along the eastern bank to bale out the tanks which 
have been spoiled by the salt water. On tho western side I have failed 
to rouse the inhabitants sufficiently to get any such works undertaken. 
At Diamond Point, indeed, and at Kookrahatti 1 managed to elicit a pro- 
mise from some of the people to commence the work, the laborers receiv- 
ing extra supplies from the dep6t; but 1 almost fear that I shall find 
their energy to have been coeval with the length of my visit. 1 think 
that, for tbia one purpose, the Committee might advantageously sanction 
money payments, at rates not less than those adopted by the Public 
Works Department to laborers. Special Overseers must be empho'ed 
and Bpedal accounts kept, if this plan be adopted. But 1 think that the 
occasion calls for special exertion, and whatever is done should be done 
'l^itbout delay* 
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14* In conclusion I beg to odd that fresh supplies need not be sent 
to any of the oxisdng depdts for eight or ten days from this time. . 


list of Stores taken. 


Rice 

- 

- 

- 4,000 Maunds. 

Dhall 

- 

- 

- 1,000 „ 

Oil 

- 

- 

- 210 „ 

Salt 

- 

•i 

70 „ 

Cloth 

- 


- 20,000 Yards. 


Also a small consignment of kodals, knteries, and string. 

- I 

From D. J. MoNetIjI:, Esq^, Joint Magistrate, on Special Duty, to 
Secy., Cyclone Relief Fund,-— (No. 10 A, dated 17th November 
1864.) 

"With reference to that part of my report of yesterday's date in 
'which I alluded to the demand for charitable relief in the interior of 
Hidgeloe, 1 have the honor to apply for the following stores to be im- 
mediately despatched in Cargo Boats to the villages of Olalpore and 
Bamnugger. 

Gomastahs will aeoompany the boats to take charge of the new 
depdts, and they will be assisted in taking them dofm by two Chup- 
prossies of the Public Works Department sent for the purposes by Mr. 
O’Flaherty, the Executive Engineer of Contai. 

Mr. O’Flaherty will hinuelf receive the boats 'when they reach 
their destination. 

List of Stores required. 

Bice ... ... ... ... 1,000 Maunds. 

IDhall ••• >•( 260 „ 

^ialt ... ... .. ... 20 „ 

^lil * * ... ... 60 „ 

To be equally divided and shipped in two Cargo Boats. 

Also 200 pieces »» 8,000 yards grey cloth. 

From D. J. MoNbilb, Esq., Joint Magistrate, on Special Duty, to 
Secy., Belief Fund Committee, — (No. 13, dated 18th November 
1864.) 

With reference to paragraph 11 of my letter No. 9 of the 16th 
instant, 1 have the honor herewith to submit an appheation. to the 
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Committee to supply me immeilijitely with (60) sixty bales of Modapo- 
lams to be distributed from the sixteen depots established olongf the river 
baiihsj two inland depdts in tlie neighbourhood of Diamond Harbour^ 
and iwoj which will be immediately formed^ in the interior of Hidgelec. 


From S. C. Batlsv^ Esq,, Junior Secy, to Govt, of Bengal, to Commr. 
of the Burdwan Division, — (No. OStS, dated 4*th Pobiuary 1865.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1 T, 
dated the 30th December last, submitting a Report on idio edects of the 
late Cyclone in your Division. 

IS. The Lieutenant Gxivernor desires that his aclmowlcdgments of 
their energetic and praiseworthy ondcavots to mitigate the suiForings caused 
by the Cyclone may be conveyed to the following Officers : — In Midna- 
pore to Mr. Smith and Mr. Kobinson, the Officiating Magistrates ; 
Mr. Adams, hhe District Superintendent of Police ; Baboo Shamachum 
Chatteijee, the Deputy Magistrate of Tumlook ; Mr. P. Dickens, the 
Assistant Magistrate of Hidnaporej Mr. Houghton, the Assistant 
District Superintendent of Tumlook j Mr. Johnstone, the Assistant 
Superintendent of Contai; Mr J. B. Pratt and Baboo Krishna Peishad 
Ghose, Deputy Magistrates ; Mr. J. O^Flaherty, the Executive Engineer 
of Southern Hidgelee; and Mr. James Ridley, the Post-Master of 
Kedgeree. In Howrah to Mr. Craster, the Magistrate, and Mr. King, 
the District Superintendent of Police. In Hooghly to Mr. JR. V. 
Cockerell, the Magistrate, and Mr. W, H. Byland, the Deputy Magistrate 
of Serampore. 

3. I am to request that the Lieutenant Governor's approval may 
also be communicated to Mr. D. J. McNeile, who has discharged the 
special duty entrusted to him with much energy and judgment. 

4, You are also requested to communicate officially the acknowledg- 
ments of the Lieutenant Governor to Baboo Heora Lull Seal and the 
Bevds. W. Stewart and W. Sampson, of Serampore; Mr. Fraser, of 
Saugor; and Mr. West, of Dowlulpore, for the valuable assistance 
which they afforded to the Local Officers. 

6. The Lieutenant Governor desires me also to place upon record his 
approbation of your own energetic labor in assisting aud supervising the 
work of your subordinates, and to thank you for the full, comxdete, and 
satisfactoiy Report which you have now sent in. 








